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Regional Updates

Floods hit Region
Heavy rains and floods in several parts of Egypt in mid-January 
claimed the lives of at least 15 people and left 780 homes totally 
destroyed and 1,076 submerged. North and South Sinai, The Red 
Sea, Aswan and Qena governorates were affected, with strong 
rains in Suez, Ain Sokhna and Ismailia. Material losses were 
estimated at over US$25.3 million. Strong wind and heavy rains 
also swept through the Gaza Strip, Israel and Jordan, destroying 
homes, knocking out power lines and cutting off roads. 

A state of emergency was declared and later lifted in Egypt while 
civil society groups organized a campaign to send medicine, 
blankets and food stuff to the flood-affected areas. The United 
Arab Emirates Red Crescent sent a convoy of sugar and flour 
worth $540,000 to Gaza in response to the flooding there. The 
donation was coordinated with the Egyptian Red Crescent 
which transported the goods into Gaza.

The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies allocated $246,525 from the Federation’s Disaster 
Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) to support the Egyptian Red 
Crescent Society in delivering assistance to some 3,500 
beneficiaries. In addition, the DREF allocated $65,380 to support 
the Palestine Red Crescent Society in providing relief to 2,500 
beneficiaries. 
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Over 1000 H1N1 Fatalities in MENACA Region 
The combined number of people killed thus far by the H1N1 
virus in 20 states in the Middle East, North Africa and Central 
Asia region (MENACA) crept just above a symbolic 1,000 
to reach 1,002 in late January. But there were no signs that 
pandemic activity is on the increase, WHO Regional Office for 
the Eastern Mediterranean said in an update 28 January. 

The worst afflicted country remains Egypt with 248 H1N1 
deaths, followed by Iran with 147 deaths while Syria counts 
138 fatalities. However, WHO warns that the reported number 
of fatal cases is an under-representation as many deaths are 
never tested or recognized as related to influenza H1N1. See 
www.emro.who.int

Aid to Haiti from MENACA Region
The devastating earthquake in Haiti 12 January triggered an 
outpour of contributions from many countries and territories in 
the MENACA region, many of which are, or have been, recipients 
of international humanitarian assistance themselves. (The 
alphabetically ordered list below does not claim to be exhaustive 
or fully verified).

Algeria ֺ  - Granted $1 million in emergency humanitarian 
aid. 

Bahrain ֺ  - Sent a disaster relief team to provide aid, 
pledged $1 million in relief and the Bahrain Red Crescent 
Society appealed for donations for Haiti. 

Egypt ֺ  - Allocated medical supplies and personnel. 
Egyptian Red Crescent raised $50,000.

Iran ֺ  - Iranian Red Crescent Society has sent 30 tons 
of health and nutrition items for a value of approximately 
$100,000. A 30-member team of doctors and relief workers 
was also dispatched.

Heavy rainfall in mid-January caused floods across the Middle East region 
including in Al Arish, Egypt, close to the border with Gaza. 
Photo: Egyptian Red Crescent
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Jordan ֺ  - Established a 12-bed military hospital in Port-
au-Prince, dispatched two planes carrying a mobile field 
hospital, rescue team, doctors and six tons of aid supplies 
that include food, medicine and clothing. 

Kazakhstan ֺ  - Will support the Haiti response with 
$100,000.

Kuwait ֺ  - Sent 100 tons of food, medical supplies, tents 
and blankets and donated $1 million, delivered through the 
country’s Red Crescent Society.

Lebanon ֺ  - Airlifted 25 tons of tents, 3 tons of medicine, 
vaccines and other supplies and sent aid workers to help 
in the relief effort. Lebanese Red Crescent is fund raising.

Morocco ֺ  - Sent $1 million worth of medical and 
pharmaceutical supplies. Moroccan Red Crescent raised 
$30,000.

oPt ֺ  - Individuals donated money, food and clothing to 
the Red Cross. 

Qatar ֺ  - Mobilized a 26-person rescue team of soldiers, 
police and medical professionals and sent 50 tons of aid. 
Qatari Red Crescent also supported with $94,000.

Saudi Arabia ֺ  - Donated $50 million through the United 
Nations. 

Syria ֺ  - Airlifted 30 tons of humanitarian aid. 
Tunisia ֺ  - Allocated $1 million to the United Nations 

Emergency Fund that was created for Haiti relief. 
Turkmenistan ֺ  – Provided $500,000 in humanitarian 

assistance through the UN.
United Arab Emirates ֺ  - Committed nearly $4.5 million and 

pledged $2.7 million. Three UAE charities donated more 
than 200 tons of medical equipment, tents and blankets, 
food and drinking water. UAE Red Crescent sent two 
planes with relief items and has also started fund raising 
for cash supported by the In Dubai We Trust initiative.

See http://ocha.unog.ch, www.salem-news.com and www.ifrc.org

Better humanitarian Action through increased 
Information Sharing

With an agreement to continue strengthening humanitarian 
information sharing, the Regional Workshop on Information 
Sharing for Better Humanitarian Action wrapped up on 27 
January in the Sultanate of Oman, the host country of the 
event. More than 50 participants from governments, UN 
agencies, NGOs, inter-governmental organizations such as 
the League of Arab States, mass media and institutions in the 
MENA region met over three days to explore how accurate 
and timely information sharing can support humanitarian 
response. They also looked at how to increase partnerships 
across a wide range of humanitarian stakeholders including 
news media. 

The workshop was organized by OCHA and conducted under 
the auspices of H.E. General Malik Sulyman Al Ma’amari, 
Inspector General for Police and Customs and Chairman of the 
National Committee of Civil Defense in Oman. The UN Special 
Humanitarian Envoy, Mr. Abdul Aziz Arrukban, also attended 
and gave the keynote address. The participants recognized 
the central role of information sharing in humanitarian action 
both in preparedness and response and the final statement 
stressed the importance of recognizing all humanitarian 
actors and improve understanding of their purpose in order to 
build trust and forge partnerships. 

The participants agreed to form a working group to bring the 
workshop outcome forward and promote a culture of data 
sharing both among themselves and with regional and global 
partners to improve humanitarian response to disasters. 
Participants also explored the increasing role of multimedia 
and social media in information exchange and the presentation 
and dissemination of data. A similar workshop is expected to 
take place in the Middle East to follow-up and strengthen the 
messages of the first event.
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OCHA Director on Mission in MENA Region UN-Business Gateway opens online
The United Nations-Business partnership gateway is a single-
entry, web-based interface to match the capacities and 
resources of the private sector with the needs of the UN system. 
The online gateway was presented at the World Economic 
Forum Annual Meeting in Davos on 29 January 2010. 

The website is the central UN platform to facilitate more 
effective private sector-UN partnerships and ensure that 
goodwill is not lost. Businesses interested in partnering can 
browse opportunities for engagement by sector, organization, 
issue, region or partnership type (advocacy, project funding, 
provision of services etc). The site also provides a wealth of 
partnership examples and lists about every company that has 
ever engaged with the UN. 

The Director of OCHA in New York, Mr. Rashid Khalikov, 
visited the MENA region 25-31 January to attend the 
regional workshop on information sharing and also meet key 
humanitarian partners in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). 
In Abu Dhabi, Mr. Khalikov held meetings with the UAE Red 
Crescent, the Sheik Khalifa Foundation, HH Sheik Hamdan’s 
Humanitarian Adviser and the UAE Office for the Coordination 
of Foreign Aid (OCFA). The objective of the mission was 
primarily partnership building and resource mobilization. 
All meetings were successfully concluded and a number of 
follow-up actions agreed.

Regional Response Plan for Iraqi Refugees
The 2010 Regional Response Plan for Iraqi Refugees (RRP) 
was published mid-January and establishes a framework for 
collaboration on behalf of Iraqi refugees scattered across 
12 countries, primarily Syria, Jordan and Lebanon, but also 
Egypt, Turkey, Iran and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states. 

The combined requirements in the RRP amount to over 
$364 million. The plan continues a process initiated by the 
interagency consolidated appeal for Iraq and the Region in 
2009 and seeks to provide the most appropriate and effective 
protection and assistance for Iraqi refugees. As the needs are 
found both in an urban and mid-level development contexts, 
the RRP unites humanitarian and development actors and 
encompasses UN agencies, government counterparts, 
national and international NGOs and donors. 
See www.reliefweb.int

The business.org logo gives identity to the campaign to promote United 
Nations partnership with private enterprise.

Mr. Rashid Khalikov, The Director of OCHA in New York,Photo:UN

Business.un.org has been developed as a collaborative effort 
of 25 UN agencies, funds and programmes with support 
from Global Hand, a Hong-Kong based NGO specializing in 
matching services for non-profit and for-profit organizations. 
Corporate offers that cannot be accepted by the UN will be 
redirected to NGOs through the Global Hand network. 

Business can play an important role in disaster management 
and economic recovery and OCHA has featured the 
consolidated appeals for Afghanistan, Iraq and Yemen as UN 
needs on the site. See http://business.un.org
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Country Updates

TAJIKISTAN

264 Families affected by Earthquake in Tajikistan 
receive Tents, Blankets and Heaters
Following a 5.3 magnitude earthquake in Vanj district of 
Tajikistan on 2 January, 264 families urgently needed temporary 
shelter after their houses had been destroyed or damaged. In 
the days following the earthquake, some families were sleeping 
in schools and public buildings, others with relatives, and some 
in their battered and unsafe houses. Temperatures in the region 
in early January drops to -10°C or even lower at night. 

IRAN

Disaster Centre opens in Tehran
The Tehran Command Centre and Disaster Management 
Headquarters was officially opened on 30 December 2009. 
In case of an earthquake in Tehran some 150km away from 
the Centre, monitoring and early warning systems will 
be operational and provide key information within three 
minutes. Also, information on damage and loss estimations 
can be issued in less than 20 minutes. Iran is an extremely 
seismically active country; in January alone, 495 earthquakes 
were registered with the largest measuring 4.9 magnitude in 
Khuzestan Province, Southwest of Iran, on 16 January. That 
quake resulted in damages on more than 300 rural houses. As 
a preparedness measure, OCHA is working closely with the 
Tehran Disaster and Mitigation Management Organization in 
the preparation of the Tehran Disaster Risk Reduction Plan. 

IRAQ

Iraq Humanitarian Action Plan published
In late December 2009, OCHA published the 2010 Iraq 
Humanitarian Action Plan (IHAP), comprising the combined 
humanitarian strategies of nine United Nations agencies, 
seven international NGOs and the International Organization 
for Migration. The IHAP is a continuation of the inter-agency 
consolidated appeal process launched for Iraq in 2008 and 
expanded to Iraq and the region in 2009. Total requirements 
for 2010 amount to $193 million. 

The humanitarian situation in Iraq at the beginning of 2010 
is projected to be in transition, situated between crisis and 
recovery. Decreasing levels of violence, improved government 
capacity and an absence of new displacement have contributed 
to a gradual stabilization of the humanitarian situation. However, 
these improvements could unravel if the security or political 
situation in the country deteriorates in 2010 or in the event of 
a disease outbreak (such as H1N1 pandemic flu or cholera) or 
a natural disaster. Therefore, the UN and NGO humanitarian 
agencies plan to maintain their response capacity to both 
man-made and natural disasters. This capacity also extends 
to support the Government of Iraq in implementing preventive 
measures such as disaster risk reduction initiatives. 

See also www.reliefweb.int

Relief items arriving in Dushanbe 12 January. A detachment of the French 
Army, led by the French Military Attaché in the capital, assisted with the 
unloading from the plane onto trucks. Photo: Nancy Snauwaert/UN

The Government’s Committee of Emergency Situations and Civil 
Defense (CoES) requested winter tents, stoves, blankets and 
other basic survival items for 200 families. The United Nations 
Development Programme and the International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies each provided 50 tents 
and wood stoves from their emergency reserves. OCHA’s sub-
regional office in Almaty filled the remaining gap by sourcing 
105 tents and heaters and 2,000 blankets, property of the 
Government of Norway, from OCHA’s stock in Brindisi, Italy. 
The relief items arrived in Dushanbe on 12 January and a 
detachment of the French Army assisted with the unloading 
from the plane and onto trucks. CoES immediately dispatched 
the tents, heaters and blankets to the earthquake zone. 

Iranian Red Crescent Societies also sent two aid consignments 
consisting of tents, blankets, sugar and tuna fish for a total 
value of $82,000 to assist the survivors.
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YEMEN

UN Humanitarian Fund injects $7 Million into 
Emergency Programmes in Yemen
John Holmes, the United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator, 
in January allocated $7 million to boost under-funded 
emergency programmes in Yemen. The funds from the Central 
Emergency Response Fund (CERF) will be apportioned by the 
United Nations Resident Coordinator in Yemen to priority life-
saving programmes as the humanitarian community needs 
additional funding as it responds to the worsening crisis.

Humanitarian organizations in Yemen have received a 
total of $20 million in CERF funding since 2007. The CERF’s 
biannual allocations to under-funded United Nations projects 
are based on an evaluation of the urgency of humanitarian 
needs combined with an analysis of the funding levels for 
humanitarian programmes. The CERF funds allocated for 
Yemen are part of some $100 million allocated by the UN’s 
Emergency Relief Coordinator around the world.

More IDPs seek refuge in over-crowded Camps
A steady and large influx of IDPs in Hajjah in Haradh 
governorate in Yemen is leading to over-crowding of the 
existing three camps in Al-Mazrak. A site for a fourth camp has 
been identified to address the problem but UNHCR says that 
lack of adequate shelter and basic services remain a major 
concern. Meanwhile, from its global emergency stockpile in 
Dubai, UNHCR dispatched in early January 76,000 blankets, 
10,000 plastic tarpaulins, 11,500 kitchen sets, 12,000 buckets 
and 42,000 sleeping mats for persons displaced in the north of 
Yemen. This consignment was the eighth sent to Yemen since 
July 2009. See also www.irinnews.org

Yemen in Context 
In late January, UNHCR announced that the number of 
civilians displaced by the fighting in Yemen has climbed to an 
estimated 250,000 - a doubling of the number since August 
2009 - indicating an acute acceleration of the conflict-induced 
humanitarian crisis that has been festering in the north of the 
country since 2004. 

Significant as the new estimate may be, it is a relatively small 
upward adjustment of the overall number of people in need of 
humanitarian assistance in Yemen: The Yemen Humanitarian 
Response Plan 2010 (YHRP) put that number at 1.4 million, 
or 6.25 percent of the total population of 22.4 million. This 
overall figure comprises internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
and more than 170,000 refugees mainly from Somalia, as well 
as a large population in need of food assistance. Yemen is 
one of the poorest countries in the Arab region with every 
second household food insecure and one in three Yemenis 
undernourished. (1) 

In recent historical perspective, the intensifying humanitarian 
crisis that has gripped the country appears to be eroding 
noticeable, albeit slow and inequitable, development gains. 
The Poverty Assessment 2007 (2) , comparing statistics between 
1998 and 2005/6, found that overall poverty had declined from 
40.1 percent to 34.8 percent over that period, and even more 
in urban areas despite an increase in urbanization. (These 
trends reflect official statistics while other reports, including 
some official newspapers, refer to empirical evidence and 
argue that poverty is rising).

However, the assessment also found that the decline in 
poverty, mainly a result of oil-driven economic growth, did 
not benefit the rural poor, for whom poverty rates declined 
only marginally. The highest poverty rate was found in Amran 
governorate where 71 percent, more than twice the national 
average, of the population were living in deep poverty. Amran 
is today one of the northern governorates worst affected by 
the armed conflict and internal displacement.

In 2008, many of these underdeveloped rural areas were 
affected by drought and again in 2009, erratic rainfall resulted 
in further loss of rural livelihoods and prompted increased 
migration. Also in 2008, flash floods affected the lives of 
hundreds of thousands of people in eastern Yemen and led to 
a Flash Appeal. This Appeal was less than 50 percent funded 
and recovery needs in the region, which today hosts conflict 
IDPs, remain high.

(1) Humanitarian Response Plan for Yemen 2010 posted on OCHA ROMENACA website 
(2) The Government of Yemen, the World Bank and UNDP: Yemen Poverty Assessment 2007, November 2007

“Yemen has been on the media profile because of the 
bomber, worries about counter-terrorism and al-Qaeda...
but very little attention is being paid to the humanitarian 
situation”. UN Emergency Relief Coordinator John 
Holmes, interview 5 February.
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(1)World Population Prospects: The 2008 Revision, United Nations Population Division 
(2) ReliefWeb: Yemen 2010 Total Humanitarian Funding, accessed 3 February 2010

The humanitarian and donor communities should prepare for a 
long-haul effort in Yemen. The consequences of this neglected 
humanitarian crisis have become progressively more serious 
- and difficult to reverse.

Upcoming events: 

8 February - Regional Pandemic Workshop for Civil  ֺ
Society, Cairo

15 February - Annual joint meeting of WHO/EMRO and  ֺ
Unicef/MENA Regional Directors with UNFPA, UNESCO, 
FAO, WFP and UNAIDS, Cairo

16-18 February - Pandemic Preparedness Workshop,  ֺ
Cairo

22-25 February - Humanitarian reform and Cluster  ֺ
Approach Workshop and Simulation, Tehran

For more information, please contact:

Jens Laerke, OCHA Cairo, 0020195 558 662,

laerke@un.org

Media Coverage of selected humanitarian Crises in MENACA Region, August 2009- February 2010

Compared to other crises in the MENACA region, the humanitarian emergency in Yemen is under-reported by print news media. Source: Reuters 
AlertNet’s World Press Tracker: Automated media monitoring of 107 English-language print publications globally. www.alertnet.org
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The armed conflict in the north is currently the focus of 
international attention and needs to be addressed with political 
instruments. But at the end of January, mistrust between the 
Government and the Houthi groups had reached a low point 
after several failed truce or cease-fire attempts and no sign 
of a de-escalation of the conflict or mediation in sight. In the 
meantime, humanitarian needs are growing by the day and 
there is profound concern over the protection of civilians in the 
conflict areas, lack of access and violations of International 
Humanitarian Law.

The Yemen Appeal, amounting to US$177 million and launched 
last November, addresses the full range of life-saving and 
recovery needs in the country. They must all be addressed 
before the country can find its way back on its development 
trajectory that between the mid-1980s and 2005 produced 
an increase in life expectancy of 10 years (1) , but which has 
been profoundly disturbed. Yet the YHRP remains alarmingly 
under-funded at 0.4 percent (2)  and the UN Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, John Holmes, has warned that the aid pipeline is 
running out.
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