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Cyclone Giri, a category four cyclonic storm, made landfall in Rakhine State on 22 October, close to the town 
of Kyaukpyu. The Townships of Kyaukpyu, Myebon, Minbya and Pauktaw were the most severely affected by 
the storm, which caused severe damage to houses and infrastructure including roads and bridges in coastal 
areas. 
 
The Government has reported that at least 45 people are dead or missing to date, while 101,923 people 
remain homeless and at least 20,380 houses were completely destroyed, with a total of at least 260,000 
people (52,000 households) affected. Approximately 17,500 acres of agricultural lands and nearly 50,000 
acres of aquaculture ponds were also destroyed. Transportation to the area remains challenging, as roads 
and bridges collapsed and were washed away. A large part of the affected areas can only be reached by 
boat. 
 
Ahead of the cyclone reaching coastal areas, The Government of Myanmar and the Red Cross issued 
warnings to the population and organized the evacuation of people in coastal areas to safe locations to 
mitigate the impact of the disaster. National Disaster Preparedness Coordination Committee (NDPCC) 
including the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement has been in contact with the international 
humanitarian community and has welcomed support. 
 
Assistance is being delivered by all humanitarian partners, including the Government and local authorities, local 
NGOs, international NGOs as well as the United Nations. In parallel, various assessments have been conducted to 
date, and discussions on a common assessment for medium-term recovery needs are ongoing. Findings available 
so far indicate that there are substantial needs in various sectors which are yet to be addressed. Logistical 
constraints continue to hamper relief efforts, while the transportation and communications infrastructure 
damaged by the cyclone is still being repaired. 
 

 
Education 
The Education sector assessment was completed in Minbya and Myebon. The assessment data will be 
shared with the partners shortly. Assessments in Pauktaw started on 12 November, and the preparation for 
Kyaupyu is ongoing. The assessments are under Ministry of Education lead with the participation of UNICEF, 
Save the Children, Karuna Myanmar Social Service, Loka Ahlinn and Mingalar Myanmar. 
 
Food 
A joint food security and livelihoods assessment will be carried out on the third week of December. 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

• The first food distribution is expected to be completed by 20 November with 1,355 Mt of rice for 
nearly 200,000 beneficiaries. 

• Due to the severe damages to the livelihoods assets, it is anticipated that there will be very limited 
job opportunities for the farm labours over the next three months. 

• Increased storage capacity by WFP in both Myebon and Kyaukpyu with 800 metric tons or 900 
cubic meter is now available to humanitarian organisations. 

• Findings available so far indicate that there are substantial needs in various sectors which are yet 
to be addressed. Logistical constraints continue to hamper relief efforts, while the transportation 
and communications infrastructure damaged by the cyclone is still being repaired. 

 

II. Situation Overview 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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The first food distribution is expected to be completed by 20 November with 1,355 Mt of rice for nearly 
200,000 beneficiaries. Local NGOs working under the Contingency Planning Working Group distributed food 
items to 2,000 beneficiaries in Kyaukpyu and 3,000 in Myebon. 
 
The final mapping of the food cluster intervention is being finalized and will help enhancing the response by 
identifying gaps and avoiding overlaps. 
 
As of 11 November, MSF-H has distributed 1,800 food kits. The food kits (containing 56kg rice, 14kg pulses, 
4kg oil, and 1 kg salt/ HH/month) had to be reduced to a two week supply per household. It will thereby be 
possible to distribute to a greater number of households. 
 
Health 
In the worst-affected township of Myebon, 2 hospitals, 8 Rural Health Centres (RHCs) and 13 Sub-RHCs 
were damaged to varying degrees. Most of the village boats which are used by midwives for their outreach 
activities were either swept away or destroyed, severely limiting their mobility. As a result, health service 
delivery at the health facilities has been disrupted and the immunization activities for November have been 
temporarily suspended. In Pauktaw, 1 hospital, 1 RHC and 3 Sub-RHCs were damaged. In Minbya, 3 Sub-
RHCs were damaged, whereas 1 hospital, 1 RHC and 2 Sub-RHCs were damaged in Kyaukpyu. 
 
The Township Medical Officer of Myebon reported that four mobile clinics have been mobilized by the 
Department of Health (DoH) in addition to the Station hospital and has covered all six station areas in 
Myebon. In addition, there are two Defense services medical corps teams remaining to provide medical care. 
 
UNICEF Myebon has facilitated the transportation of medical supplies and drugs, which were donated to the 
Township Health Department in Myebon to the rural health facilities. Engineers from Sittwe are being sent to 
Myebon to repair Solar Systems and Theater lamp in Myebon hospital. 
  
A UNFPA-MMA medical team is operating a static clinic in Myebon town, covering 18 villages to provide 
mobile services. The team has provided essential life-saving sexual and reproductive health services and 
general health care to a total of 2,286 beneficiaries and distributed 476 Clean Delivery Kits and 653 Dignity 
Kits. A UNFPA-MSI medical mobile team visited 4 villages in Kyaukpyu and provided life-saving sexual and 
reproductive health services and general health care to a total of 528 patients. 
 
The Ministry of Health (MoH) has mobilized additional 8 teams of medical doctors and 8 student nurses from 
other parts of the country for the emergency response. 
 
IOM is continuing to address the lack of medical services and referral/transport mechanisms in Pauktaw 
Township through emergency medical mobile teams. The teams have covered 13 villages in East and Middle 
Phayonkar islands of Pauktaw Township over the past two weeks. The most frequently observed cases are 
conjunctivitis, diarrhea, ARI, and minor injuries. 
 
MMA, MRCS are currently operating mobile clinics, while ADRA and IRC will also start operating such clinics.  
 
MSF-H stationed clinics will continue to operate in Kyee Gaung Taung and Pin Katt Taung Paw. Stationed 
clinic functions of MSF-H will continue until 23 January 2011, while mobile clinics will remain. 2 fixed clinics 
and 4 mobile medical teams are set up in Myebon township and 1 mobile medical team is operational in 
Minbya township. 
 
Livelihoods 
Since 51 percent of the total crop has been totally/partially destroyed and about 50,000 acres of shrimp/fish 
ponds destroyed in Myebon, Kyaukpyu, Minbya, Pauktaw and to a lesser extent in Ann, Yanbye and 
Munaung Townships, it is anticipated that there will be very limited job opportunities for the farm labourers for 
the next three months, and no agricultural income for the next year. Accordingly, the Livelihoods Cluster 
prioritizes the following activities for livelihoods recovery: Cash transfers to offer choice to off-farm income-
generating activities; Cash for work to offer labor opportunities and to repair infrastructure; Asset transfers, 
especially fishing equipment (boats, fishing gears, fingerlings/prawn larvae, cleaning ponds) and livestock. 
 
While many agencies have been conducting assessments in the affected townships, there is a need for a 
comprehensive assessment on livelihoods. A joint food security, income and market assessment will also be 
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considered in order for agencies to determine the priority and plan of livelihoods intervention for the next 3 
months. Discussions between the Livelihoods Cluster and WFP have started about conducting a joint food 
security and livelihoods assessment. The assessment is planned to start in mid-December and will include 
WFPs implementing partners. In addition to the current assessments conducted to streamline the provision of 
immediate financial relief to cyclone victims in Myaebon and Pauktaw, UNDP’s staff from the Delta led by 
senior staff from Yangon have started conducting assessments in Kyaukpyu Township. The team in 
Kyaukpyu is joined by 7 volunteers mostly from local Kyaukpyu Youth Group. 
 
IRC repaired embankments in Yet Chaung Village in Myebon Township by implementing income generating 
activities, targeted to 400 beneficiaries for 7 days. Starting from 08 November, UNDP is implementing 
immediate income generating activities (IIGA) in Myebon Township, targeting 2,680 households in 40 villages. 
Under the IIGA scheme, villagers will clean or renovate community infrastructure such as footpaths, 
embankment, wells, schools and community buildings. Action Aid has conducted assessments and formed 
local CBOs in 15 Villages in Myebon, as well as partnered with the local NGO, Yaung Ni Oo, for a livelihoods 
project. 
 
Logistics 
WFP increased storage capacity in both Myebon and Kyaukpyu with 800 metric tons or 900 cubic meters now 
available to humanitarian organisations in each logistics hub. 
  
In Myebon the construction of a jetty, jointly supported by UNICEF and WFP, will be finalized in the coming 
days, allowing boats to dock directly next to the hub. In Sittwe, warehousing space (1,500mt) has been made 
available to NGOs and other agencies. In all three hubs, storage capacity can be further increased by 50 
percent if required. 
 
In Minbya, NGOs reported a potential need for storage space as well. Although WFP has no capacity on the 
ground and supports its operations from Sittwe, a mobile storage unit could be made available on loan if 
organisations have confirmed the requirement. 
  
Internet connection is available free of charge to humanitarian staff in Myebon and Kyaukpyu but only a 
limited number of staff will be authorized to send and receive messages only. 
 
Nutrition 
A total of 600 under-five children who are likely to be severely malnourished and 2,200 moderately 
malnourished are in need of therapeutic and supplementary feeding. A vulnerable group of an estimated 
30,000 under-five children and 12,000 pregnant/lactating women among the affected population of 260,000 in 
four townships are in need of micronutrient supplements. 
 
Joint Nutrition Rapid Assessments started this week, covering 1,200 children in Myebon by UNICEF/Ministry 
of Health (a minimum of 300 in Minbya covered by ACF and 300 each in Pauktaw and Kyaukphu by Save the 
Children). Both IRC and MSF-H will participate in the nutrition assessment through their mobile clinics. 
 
Advocacy and community education tools to support mothers and children in breast feeding practices in 
emergency have been distributed by UNICEF, Save the Children and IRC.   
 
Emergency Shelter and NFIs 
While the situation remains dire in the affected areas with severe damage to households requiring the urgent 
mobilisation of emergency shelter kits (ESK) to support the vulnerable homeless population, distribution is 
very challenging due to natural geography, poor and damaged infrastructure. 
 
The Technical Working Group has formulated the contents of an ESK and accompanying “Community Tool 
Kit” (supplied 1:5 households) which has subsequently been endorsed by the ESC participants. 
 
Currently 9,652 NFI kits (including ESK) have or are in the final process of being distributed to beneficiaries in 
the affected area, some 16,278 are in the pipeline and ESC participants have committed to an estimated 
balance of up to 44,000 units. 
 
The current shortfall is 7,200 ES kits and 4,500 community tool kits, which remain unfunded at this time. 
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Currently MSF-H has 7 distribution teams operational (3 Minbya, 4 Myebon) which as of 11 November 2010 
had distributed roughly 1,830 shelter, 440 tool, 1,800 NFI kits. 
 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
Merlin will conduct a second round of more in-depth assessments with greater investigation of water sources 
for the planned intervention to cover the next 6 months.  
 
Save the Children has been providing water support to six villages in Southern Myebon (with a population of 
10,000) where it has been identified as an immediate critical need.   
 
UNICEF has distributed 23,809 bottles of WaterGuard to 128 villages, and water storage containers to 119 
villages in Myebon Township. 
 
Malteser is planning to cover 3 village tracts in Pauktaw and 2 village tracts in Myebon, focusing on the 
provision of temporary latrines, Water Guard, NFIs, and Shelter to cover 1,250 households. Merlin is focusing 
on a WASH intervention program in response to Cyclone Giri for 25,000 beneficiaries in 25 villages in Myebon 
Township. 
 

 
Inter-agency coordination meetings between local and international NGOs and UN agencies have been held 
regularly in Yangon and in Sittwe. Bilateral meetings between local authorities and humanitarian partners take 
place regularly in Sittwe.  
 
Clusters have identified information management focal points in order to ensure a proper information sharing 
mechanism to provide for an efficient and timely response, with support from the MIMU. 
 
The MIMU has developed a webpage dedicated to the response to Cyclone Giri: http://www.themimu.info/ 
HTML/Maps/Giri_index.html. Assessment data and 3W (Who-What-Where) information on the response are 
being compiled by the MIMU. Please send any updates to vognild@un.org and ei.ei.thein@undp.org. 
 

 
The application to CERF (Central Emergency Response Fund) is being reviewed by the CERF Secretariat. 
 
France has allocated US$ 70,000 to Action Contre la Faim (ACF) to help the victims of Cyclone Giri. ACF is 
also considering reallocation of another US$ 175,000, already provided by France for a food aid program in 
Rakhine State, to the affected areas.  
 
DFID has committed three million GBP (approx. US$ 4.8 m) to support the response activities in Rakhine 
State. 
 
Donors are encouraged to contribute to the response efforts of humanitarian partners, as well as to report to 
the Financial Tracking Service, which records all humanitarian contributions to Myanmar. For more 
information, please visit: http://fts.unocha.org/ 
 

 
Please contact: 
Myanmar: Thierry Delbreuve, Head of Office 
delbreuve@un.org, +95 1 544 500 Ext. 801 or +95 (0) 95 11 26 52 
 
Myanmar: Vincent Hubin, Deputy Head of Office 
hubin@un.org, +95 1 544 500 Ext. 808 or +95 (0) 98 61 08 46 
 
New York: Alf Blikberg, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
blikberg@un.org, +1-917-367-0215 Room 06060-A 

IV. Coordination 

V. Funding 

VI. Contact 


