
 
 

KENYA: MANDERA FLOODS 22 OCTOBER 2008 
The Kenya Red Cross Society’s mission is to build capacity and respond with vigor, 
compassion and empathy to those affected by disaster and at risk, in the most effective 
and efficient manner. It works closely with the International Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies, which is the world’s largest humanitarian organization and its 
millions of volunteers are active in over 185 countries. 

 
In Brief 
 
This Information Bulletin No. 2 October/2008 reflects the information available at this 
time. For further information specifically related to this operation please contact: 
� Mr. Abbas Gullet, Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
gullet.abbas@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950000 Fax 
254.20.60.35.89 
� Dr. James Kisia, Deputy Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
kisia.james@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950000 Fax 
254.20.60.35.89 
� Mr. Titus Mungou, Public Relations Manager, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
info@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 
 
Kenya Red Cross adheres to the Code of Conduct and is committed to the Humanitarian 
Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response in delivering assistance to the 
most vulnerable. For support to or for further information concerning the Kenya Red 
Cross programmes or operations, or for a full description of the Society’s profile, please 
access the Kenya Red Cross Website at http://www.kenyaredcross.org or the Federation’s 
Website at http://www.ifrc.org  
 

 
The Situation 
Mandera district received a heavy downpour on the night of 13th October 08 for the first 
time since 2000 which led to a seasonal river (river Laggas) that cuts through Mandera 
town in North Eastern Province to burst its banks. A heavy downpour during the previous 
week also caused River Daua to burst its banks.  Floods in the entire town and residential 
areas have left at least 920 households displaced in Mandera town, temporary shelters 
and toilets were submerged in water; underground water tanks and boreholes were 
destroyed and contaminated.    
 



During this same period there has also been sporadic inter clan clashes. Calm had 
returned in Mandera town over the weekend after three days of clan fighting where 
several houses were torched. The district security personnel have restored order but a 
curfew from 6pm–6am remains in force.   
 
Wednesday, 22nd October 2008 
Response to the flash floods in Mandera town and its environs has been slowed down by 
resurgence of clan conflicts.  

• There has been tension in Mandera towns and the environs following an attack on 
Koromey village (a Gari clan village about 7km from Mandera town) on 21st 
October 2008 at 7pm. An army serviceman and a civilian were killed during the 
night raid, while 31 houses were torched.  

• Four men have been confirmed missing and Koromey village is deserted. 
• GSU and army personnel have been deployed to restore order. 
• A curfew is still in force in Mandera town, from 6pm-6am. Today, traffic was 

brought to a stand still, while Kenya’s borders with Ethiopia and Somalia remain 
closed.  

• Essential commodities are scarce in Mandera town with an increase in prices of 
commodities as most business premises have been closed. 

• Most humanitarian workers cannot walk or work freely as the situation is 
unpredictable. 

 
Kenya Red Cross Action 
Following the flash floods and the latest attack on Koromey Village in Mandera District, 
Kenya Red Cross team has undertaken the following:  

• Assessment of the conflict situation in Koromey and town villages. 
• Distribution of Aqua tabs, buckets and PUR sachets to Mandera floods victims. 

Bulla Nguvu, Boys Town and Neboi villages ( 21,420 tabs to 714 house holds, 30 
tabs each  and 714 buckets one to each of the house holds) 

• Health education will be carried out to Bulla Nguvu, Boys Town and Neboi 
villages targeting households in Mandera town. 

• Coordination and networking with all the partners in the district with KRC taking 
the lead role.  

KRCS HQ has dispatched 2000 Non-food items to the Regional office in Garissa and to 
Mandera to boost their stocks.    

Distribution of food and non-food items   
Kenya Red Cross has been registering victims of the flash floods in Mandera town.  
Distribution of food and non-food items is underway targeting 920 affected households.  
 
The following are the required needs for the families to last one month: 



• Food at least 100 metric tones 
• CSB ( corn soya blend) – 3 mt 
• Non-food items for 2000 families 
• Sanitary facilities for 1000 families/sanitary e.g. slabs/platforms (92 slabs) 
• Chlorination of five contaminated boreholes 
• Truck in assisting transportation. 
• Aqua tabs - 2,700,000 tabs (one tab per 20 litres)  
• Pur sachets - 1000,000 pcs ( 1 sachet per 20 litre ) 
• Public address (mouth piece 5 no.) 
• Two trucks for water trucking 
• Two laptops and telephone services  
• Sanitary towels - 3000 packets 
• Bar soaps - 8000 bars  
• 20 litre jericans (2000pcs) 
• Generator - 1 

 
Logistical support  
Kenya Red Cross is providing logistical support, using trucks and landscruisers to 
transport relief and personnel in Mandera District.  
 
The Relief, WatSan and Health teams are coordinating distribution of food and non-food 
items, as well as hygiene promotion and health education services. 
 
Water and Sanitation Assessment 
An assessment was conducted in Bulla Mpya and Bulla Jamhuria villages by both the 
Watsan and Health teams to establish the extent of damage caused by the floods to the 
latrines, water pipes and several water points. In Bulla Mpya, approximately 125 latrines 
were submerged and 1.5km of Upvc 6˝ and 1km 3˝ main rising pipes washed away and 1 
water tank damaged. In Bulla Jamhuria, more than 95 latrines were submerged.  
Residents of the two villages have been using untreated water from hand-dug wells and 
bushes as toilets. 
 
A visit to Siftu water supply established that repair works were in progress on the control 
panel as well as on the motor destroyed by flash floods. The supply of water to some 
parts of Mandera town was restored by 18th October 2008. ` 
 
Two privately owned wells that were still functioning in Mandera town were selling 
treated water by distributing it to the residents in the villages through water boozers and 
donkey carts, but the prices of water has gone up from Kshs.50 to Kshs150 per 100 litres 
jerricans.   
 
An emergency Wescoord meeting was held at the District Water Office to discuss the 
effect of the floods in Mandera and intervention with regard to the sanitation situation. 



The Ministry of Health reported that it had over 100 mobilets which will be used in the 
meantime as communal latrines before reconstruction of latrines at household level 
begins.  
 
Health Assessment  
In a meeting between the Health team and the District Medical Officer, it was reported 
that Mandera District Hospital was fully functional and not affected by the floods.  
 
Three days since the onset of the floods only six cases of diarhoea had been reported at 
the hospital. Although the water system in Mandera town was restored by the third day 
after the floods, the hospital lacks adequate water due to a malfunctioning gate valve.  
 
The following privately-owned health facilities in Mandera town were visited: Jamii 
Nursing Home, Blue Light Nursing Home, Mandera Medical Centre (Annex) and Al-
Silha Nursing Home. A total of 68 diarrhoeal cases and 60 clan fighting casualties had 
been treated in the health facilities. Activities in these facilities  
 
Kenya Red Cross received 200 buckets and 960 PUR sachets from the District Public 
Health Officer, which are to be distributed to the affected community. Latrine slabs to be 
used to construct the toilets. 
 
Media and Awareness Creation   
Immediately after the flash floods were reported in Mandera town, the Society’s Public 
Relations Office prepared news releases and forwarded to all media houses. Local and 
international media have extensively covered news updates posted by the Society. 
 
On 16th October 2008, KRCS facilitated transport of nine journalists from the local TV 
stations to travel to Mandera and covered the situation on the ground, which was aired in 
four stations.   
 
Kenya Red Cross is undertaking dissemination on Red Cross Movement principles to the 
affected villages.  Further, the Society is coordinating and networking with other partners 
in Mandera District  
 
Proposed Intervention 
Following the assessments and after discussions with stakeholders, KRCS proposes to set 
up communal latrines at strategic points in Mandera town and the environs. Door to door 
distribution of Aqua tabs, PUR and 10-litre buckets to the affected community will be 
undertaken as well as mass health education to the community.  
 
The community is being alerted to report to the relevant authorities any unusual upsurge 
of diseases. The water treatment plant is also on standby for use in case of acute shortage 
of water in the district. 
 
 



Way Forward 
 Volunteers trained in Participatory Hygiene and Sanitation Transformation 

(PHAST) have been recruited to assist in mass health education and campaigns on 
prevention of water borne diseases. 

 Door-to-door distribution of Aqua tabs and PUR is underway. 
 A drug store has been set up with emergency drugs for cholera, malaria and other 

diseases. 
 A water treatment plant will be set up after completion of logistics with the District 

Water Office. 
 
**** 
 


