
OFFICE FOR THE COORDINATION OF HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS

P.O.Box 1182, Maadi, UN OCHA ROMENACA, Phone: (+20) 2-751 5016, Fax:  (+20) 2-751 0125 • http://ochaonline.un.org/romenaca

1

United Nations

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR THE MIDDLE EAST, NORTH AFRICA AND CENTRAL ASIA - ROMENACA

R e g i o n a l  H u m a n i t a r i a n  U p d a t e

U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  O f f i c e  f o r  t h e  C o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  H u m a n i t a r i a n  A f f a i r s  -  U N O C H A

H1N1 “Swine Flu”
As of 3 October 2009, 12,861 laboratory-confirmed cases 

of Pandemic (H1N1) were reported to WHO by 21 out of 22 

Member States of WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region1 .A 

total of 815 of these reported cases were locally transmitted. 

There are 80 related deaths from Pandemic (H1N1), so far, 

from the Region. These deaths were reported from Bahrain 

(4), Egypt (2), Iraq (2), Islamic Republic of Iran (6), Kuwait 

(7), Lebanon (2), Oman (21), Palestine (1), Saudi Arabia (28), 

Syrian Arab Republic (2), Qatar (1) and Yemen (4). Algeria 

reported 47 cases with no deaths. For more information 

please visit http://www.emro.who.int/csr/h1n1

Measures to counter H1N1 flu
The authorities of numerous countries within the region 

have decided to postpone the start of the academic year 

of primary and secondary schools, some extended closure 

to universities.  In Egypt, with almost 900 confirmed cases, 

authorities ordered all schools and universities to close 

until October 3 in order to slow the spread of pandemic 

influenza. Officials in Saudi Arabia closed all middle 

and high schools until October 10 and all kindergartens, 

primary schools and special needs schools until October 

17. WHO is issuing advice on measures that can be 

undertaken in schools to reduce the impact of the H1N1 

influenza pandemic. Recommendations draw on recent 

experiences in several countries as well as studies of 

the health, economic, and social consequences of school 

closures. For more information please visit www.who.int 
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A technician holding a master H1N1 virus sample, for the pre-production of a vaccine 
against pandemic influenza. Source | REUTERS-GlaxoSmithKline.

1Afghanistan, Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco, Oman, Pakistan, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Soma-
lia, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Yemen  
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Authorities in Saudi Arabia banned children, pregnant 

women, the elderly and people with chronic diseases 

from attending the Hajj and Umrah this year. Iran and 

Iraq banned travel to Saudi Arabia during the holy month 

of Ramadan, and Egypt announced it would quarantine 

all returning pilgrims. UAE officials started cooperative 

planning with several international Islamic organizations 

to ensure the health protection of its pilgrims during the 

Hajj and Umrah

Global: Establishment of a United Nations 
Agency for Women
The United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution 

A/RES/63/311 on 14 September 2009 aiming at creating 

a new UN Agency for women. The new women’s agency 

will be headed by an under-secretary-general (USG), the 

third highest ranking position in the U.N. system, after 

the secretary-general and the deputy secretary-general. 

Currently, there are four existing women’s UN entities 

in the world, the U.N. Development Fund for Women 

(UNIFEM); the Office of the Special Adviser on Gender 

Issues; the U.N. Division for the Advancement of Women; 

and the International Research and Training Institute for 

the Advancement of Women (INSTRAW). The adopted 

resolution supports the consolidation of the four bodies 

currently dealing with women “into a composite entity, 

taking into account the existing mandates”. The General 

Assembly requested Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon to 

produce a comprehensive proposal specifying details of 

the proposed composite entity; an organizational chart; 

funding for the new body; and the composition of the 

executive board to oversee its operational activities.

Regional
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia pledges US$ 100 
million for Pakistan
In September 2009 the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia pledged 

US$ 100 million to the United Nations to meet the needs 

of 2.7 million internally displaced persons in northern 

Pakistan. The fund was allocated by the Saudi Fund for 

Development as part of the UN-led consolidated appeal 

for Pakistan. With this donation, the US$ 680 million 

revised requirements for the Pakistan Humanitarian 

Response Plan will be funded by 75 percent. For more 

information on this pledge and other humanitarian 

funding updates please visit www.reliefweb.int (Financial 

Tracking Service (FTS)

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia donated US$ one 
million for Yemen
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia announced on 27 

September 2009 a one million dollar donation in support 

of the humanitarian program of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) for the internally 

displaced persons in northern Yemen as a result of the 

ongoing round of fighting in the northern province of 

Sa’ada. Also, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia agreed to 

allow access of humanitarian relief items to the Yemeni 

internally displaced people in the areas bordering the 

Kingdom in coordination with the Yemeni government. 

This significant contribution from the Saudi Arabia comes 

in response to the emergency appeal issued by UNHCR 

late last month for US$ 5 million to aid Yemenis fleeing 

the escalating fighting. These funds would allow UNHCR 

to organize the management of the IDPs camps, expand 

registration and protection of IDPs and improve the living 

conditions of the IDPs through the provision of tents, non-

food items and other forms of humanitarian assistance for 

the next four months.   

Charlotte Bunch, director of the Centre for Women’s Global Leadership and 
a vocal proponent of the new agency, called it a great victory for women’s 
rights. Credit UN,  Source |  Paulo Filgueiras
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assistance to these 5,000 people. At least 12 people were 

killed in Algeria (in western and southern Algerian states). 

Floods also a natural gas and oil pipeline linking the cities 

of Hesi El-Raml and Azero was damaged leading to a fire. 

The scientific community expects that climate change 

events will be more frequent and violent; with this in mind 

countries in the region can avoid or mitigate loss in lives and 

damages with more sound disaster management measures 

and development strategies should have in perspective 

more resilient infrastructure and practices. 

The timely and very important Saudi approval of UNHCR’s 

request for a cross-border emergency operation should 

now help facilitate and expedite the delivery of the very 

urgently and greatly needed assistance to the IDPs located 

in the areas adjacent to the Saudi border. In an immediate 

reaction from UNHCR’s Regional Representation office in 

Riyadh, “We greatly appreciate the timely and strong support 

we received from the Saudi government for this very tragic 

and pressing humanitarian and rapidly evolving crisis in 

the northern region of Yemen”, commented Hamdi Bukhari, 

the Acting Regional Representative. “We also believe that 

the landmark approval of our cross-border emergency 

operation will contribute to the immediate alleviation of 

human suffering in the affected areas. It certainly reflects 

our longstanding joint efforts in humanitarian situations 

regionally and around the world as well as indicative of 

our strong future mutual cooperation. We look forward 

to similar generous support from other governments and 

NGOs partners in the Gulf region”, he added. For more 

information please refer to www.unhcr.org

Flash Floods affect several countries in the region
Flash floods triggered by torrential rains in several 

countries of the region, including Algeria, Turkey, Tunisia 

and Iran. At least 34 people were killed in north western 

Turkey (mainly in the vicinity and outskirts of Istanbul) as of 

17 September. Nine people remained missing, and roads, 

homes and farmland were submerged. According to official 

reports, more than 35,000 people have been affected. 

The damage is estimated in billions of Turkish lira. The 

Turkish Emergency Management Agency and the Disaster 

Coordination Centre distributed emergency shelter kits, 

food, water and hygiene kits to the affected people, with the 

support of the Turkish Red Crescent (TRCS). According to 

the Red Crescent’s initial assessment, 5,000 people are in 

urgent need of help over the coming months. The IFRC has 

released 294,118 Swiss francs (284,429 US dollar; 194,421 

euro) from its Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) to 

support the Turkish Red Crescent in delivering immediate 

Passengers of a bus stranded on a flooded highway wait to be rescued, Istanbul. 
Source | Ibrahim Usta AP
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Advocacy kit on gender and mine action
The Swiss Campaign to Ban Landmines has launched 

the advocacy kit on gender and mine action; the kit has 

been developed as a tool to empower local women’s 

grass roots organisations wishing to advocate for gender 

mainstreaming in mine action in seven (7) countries: 

Colombia, Croatia, Lebanon, Mozambique, Sri Lanka, 

Sudan and Yemen. Existing research indicates that local 

women’s grass roots organisations hold vital information 

about women, girls, boys and men in mine affected 

communities. Their involvement in the planning and 

implementation of mine action strategies (should it relate to 

mine clearance, mine risk education or victim assistance) 

at the local and international level can only bring great 

benefits for those living with the scourge of landmines and 

for the international mine action community in general. The 

kit has been developed in seven (7) languages (Arabic, 

Croatian, English, French, Sinhala, Spanish and Tamil). For 

more information and to order a copy please visit www.

scbl-gender.ch 

IFAD approves over US$ 210 in loans and grants
The Executive Board of the International Fund for 

Agricultural Development (IFAD) approved more than US$ 

161 million in loans and over US$ 56 million in grants, during 

its 97th session on 14-15 September 2009, many of them for 

projects helping smallholder farmers adapt to a changing 

climate and contributing to reductions in greenhouse gas 

emissions. These include Lebanon “Hilly Areas Sustainable 

Agricultural Development Project” that received IFAD loan 

of US$ 4 million and IFAD grant US$ 0.60 million and the 

Pakistan Crop Maximization Support Project received IFAD 

loan US$18.33 million. For more information please visit 

www.ifad.org

UNHCR Central Emergency Stockpile in Dubai 
dispatched relief items to Yemen and other 
countries
The UNHCR Central Emergency Stockpile in Dubai sent 

7x40’ containers loaded with plastic rolls, plastic sheeting, 

blankets and kitchen sets for 5,000 families designated 

to assist displaced population in and around Sa’ada 

Governorate in Yemen. This is a follow-up shipment to 

the 8x40’ containers with relief items that were sent from 

UNHCR’s emergency stockpile in Dubai to Yemen at the 

end of August.  Additionally, the UNHCR office in Dubai 

provided Telecommunication expertise through missions 

from Dubai to Pakistan, Iraq and Yemen.

Algeria
Algerian army uncovered and destroyed over six 
thousand landmines last month

According to the Algerian National News Agency, the  x
Algerian army uncovered and destroyed 6,168 landmines 

last month along its eastern and western borders 

dating from its war of independence from France; the 

latter gave the details of where its forces laid millions of 

landmines in Algeria half a century ago on October 2007. 

The latest figure brings 

to 410,666 the number 

of mines destroyed 

by the Algerian 

army. Another three 

million anti-personnel 

mines remain buried 

of the original 11 

million laid by the 

French army along Algeria’s borders with Tunisia and 

Morocco, Algerian authorities said. Algerian children 

and shepherds are regularly killed and injuries by the 

landmines.

Emergency stockpile for Yemen. Source |  UNHCR

Another three million 
anti-personal mines 
remain buried in 
Algeria continue to 
pose threat to children 
and shepherds. 
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YEMEN

Conflict in Yemen continued for the second consecutive  x
month while the Flash Appeal has received no funding 

to date

The conflict in Yemen has continued for the past two  x
consecutive months, and there is no indicator that 

it will stop any soon. The conflict has triggered the 

displacement of almost 150,000 persons (UN estimates), 

including those displaced by previous rounds of fighting. 

The majority of IDPs are women and children. Reaching 

out to those living outside the camps, the majority of the 

IDPs, is problematic. Many are scattered across open 

land or living with host families. Thousands more are 

trapped in the conflict areas, making it harder for aid 

agencies to reach them. The humanitarian community 

has extended its reach in some areas through strategic 

partnerships, and continues to push for humanitarian 

corridors and zones of tranquility so that vital assistance 

can get through. The Flash Appeal of US $23.7 million in 

response to this crisis was issued on 2 September. It 

has received no funding so far. For more information 

please visit www.humanitarianappeal.org.

Visit of the Director of the United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs to Yemen

The Director of the United Nations Office for the  x
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Mr. Rashid 

Khalikov conducted a fact finding mission to Yemen 

from 11 – 16 September 09 in order to review the 

humanitarian consequences of the conflict and 

consider ways of improving the humanitarian response 

with the authorities and the humanitarian community. 

During his four-day mission, Mr. Khalikov visited Al 

Mazrak camp in Hajjah Governorate, one of five camps 

established for IDPs, where approximately 2,000 IDPs 

are taking shelter. “Despite the deep vulnerability of the 

tens of thousands people who have fled from conflict in 

northern Yemen, this humanitarian emergency has been 

largely neglected by the entire international community 

outside of Yemen, and also by the media,” Mr. Khalikov 

said. “Widespread deep poverty and previous fighting 

have stretched people’s coping mechanisms to the 

limit. Visiting the camps, we could see that people 

have fled with nothing. IDPs urgently need all of the 

essentials of life: food, water and sanitation, shelter and 

health care. In this weather, the lack of potable water is 

a real worry” he added. Mr. Khalikov called all parties to 

ensure the protection of civilians in line with international 

humanitarian law, and to allow humanitarian actors to 

reach those who require assistance. He also urged the 

international community to support the humanitarian 

actors to prevent this crisis from becoming a catastrophe.

More Somalis are expected to seek refuge in Yemen

In addition to its own political, environmental and  x
economic problems, it is expected that Yemen will receive 

more Somalis seeking refuge due to a worsening security 

situation in the Somali capital, Mogadishu, UNHCR 

predicts. The potential asylum seekers are waiting for the 

first opportunity offered by smugglers to cross the Gulf of 

Aden in perilous conditions; many recount that passengers 

die because they are repeatedly beaten by the smugglers 

during the journey, other loose life drawing. The Yemeni 

government has voiced concern over the potential influx 

of new asylum seekers; there are already over 150,000 

registered Somali refugees and many more unregistered 

Somali asylum seekers and economic migrants living in 

the country. The government predicts the number of Somali 

refugees entering Yemen in 2009 will double compared 

to those registered in 2008. Yemen’s Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs estimates of the Somalis living in Yemen to be 

around 700,000 many as economic migrants most subsist 

on aid from international agencies or NGOs or work as 

unskilled workers, the Ministry said. For more information 

please visit www.unhcr.org.

Women and children caught up in the northern Yemen conflict are particularly vulnerable 
to trauma. Source | UNHCR Yemen
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Syria
WFP Syria received funding from ECHO and the Government 

of Denmark

WFP Syria received one million euro donation from the  x
European Commission’s Humanitarian Aid Department 
(ECHO) and one million dollars from the Government of 
Denmark. The funding will allow WFP to provide food to 
40,000 households (200,000 persons) most vulnerable 
identified among the drought affected people under its 
emergency operation “Assistance to Victims of Drought”. 

United Nations Syria Drought Response Plan

Under the UN Syria Drought Response Plan 2009, WFP  x
designed a new Emergency Operation (EMOP) to address 
the nutritional needs of 60,000 households (300,000 persons) 
of those severely affected by drought throughout June 2010. 
WFP is also preparing a Protracted Relief and Recovery 
Operation (PRRO) to mitigate drought impact on Syrian 
Nomads. 

Assistance to the Iraqi refugees in Syria

In an effort to better address food needs of the refugees,  x
WFP and all other stakeholders agreed to enhance delivery 
of food assistance through implementation of a mobile based 
electronic voucher cash transfer, where beneficiaries will be 
given vouchers to be redeemed with predetermined variety 
of food items including vegetable oil, wheat flour, lentils, 
canned tuna, cream cheese, chickpeas, eggs and Thai rice 
at stores run by the government. This pilot project will start 
beginning of October 2009 and will last for two distribution 
cycles (four months). One thousand Iraqi families residing in 
two main areas of Damascus have been randomly selected 
to participate in this pilot project

Central Asia
Disaster response field exercise conducted in Kazakhstan

NATO’s Euro-Atlantic Disaster Response Coordination  x
Centre (EADRCC) in cooperation with the Ministry of 
Emergencies of Kazakhstan is conducted a disaster 
response field exercise “ZHETYSU 2009” from 5 to 10 
September 2009 in the city of Kapchagay in the Almaty 
province of Kazakhstan. The exercise was attended by 
almost 1000 participants, including over 500 participants 
from Kazakhstan, other participants come from the 

United States, Germany, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Armenia, Turkey, Finland, Britain, 
Spain, Sweden, Macedonia, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Russia, Slovenia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Ukraine. 
The exercise simulated a severe earthquake resulting in 
high numbers of victims and widespread damage to critical 
infrastructure, including chemical spills. The exercise will 
provide the opportunity to train and practice the guidelines 
of the International Search and Rescue Advisory Group 
(INSARAG) with support from OCHA RO. The exercise will 
also contribute to the nation’s capabilities to effectively 
coordinate the operations involving international rescue 
teams and receipt of international relief personal and 
goods. 

Pakistan 
New displacement in Pakistan

While humanitarian actors strive for meeting the needs of  x
1.64 million individuals who returned to their areas and the 
needs of the remaining displaced in 20 camps, between 
8,000 and 12,000 families (56,000 to 84,000 individuals) are 
newly displaced as a result of military operations which 
began on 1 September in the Bara area of Khyber Agency, 
in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA). The 
displaced populations require food and non-food items, 
protection and health services; most of the new arrivals have 
chosen to move in with relatives. Security concerns in some 
areas of return make it difficult to conduct humanitarian 
needs assessments, and deliver humanitarian assistance. 
For more information on Pakistan and the latest OCHA 
situation reports please visit http://unportal.un.org.pk or 
www.reliefweb.int

A fewer female-headed households are receiving their food 
entitlements each month

The fear of militants is still palpable in areas of return;  x
testimonies collected from women showed that insecurity is 
preventing women from venturing for work or from carrying 
basic livelihood activities outside their homes. The situation 
is particularly difficult for women who have no one to support 
them.  NADRA report indicates that over 327,000 of the 2.7 
million total registered displaced persons are female heads 
of households. WFP data shows that fewer female-headed 
households are receiving their food entitlements each month, 
which is probably due to women’s lack of mobility.  In July, 
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81 percent of registered men collected their rations but only 
72 percent of the registered women did. In August, it was 90 
percent and 75 percent respectively. For more information 
on Pakistan and the latest OCHA situation reports please 
visit http://unportal.un.org.pk or www.reliefweb.int

Upcoming events: 

3-6 October 2009: International Symposium on 
Disaster Management, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

13-15 October 2009: On-Site Operations 
Coordination Centre (OSOCC) Training Program for 
the Middle East Region, Abu Dhabi.


