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UNMIS SUDAN 

RCSO/Early Recovery Section 
Joint Weekly Report: 27 December 2010 - 2 January 2011 

 

Unit: Reports Date: 3 January  2011 Period: 27 December 2010 –  
2 January 2011 

Northern Sudan 
Khartoum 
• The ADRA-IOM team in Kosti reported a total of 2,825 individuals (465 households) passing through the 

transit hub in spontaneous movements last week, representing a 24% decrease over the previous week. 
Main destinations were in Upper Nile (58%), followed by Central Equatoria (16%), and Jonglei (7%), 

• During the reporting week, the ADRA-IOM team also tracked a total of 13,242 individuals in organized 
returns, representing a 44% decrease over the previous week. The Abyei ‘High Committee for Returns’ 
organized the return of 2,451 individuals to the Abyei Area. Meanwhile, the Warrab State Government 
co-ordinated the return of 1,321 individuals, Unity transported 413, Northern Bahr el Ghazal 4,796,
Western Bahr el Ghazal 3,498, Upper Nile 589, Lakes 102 and Southern Kordofan 72 individuals. Most 
of these latter movements originated in Khartoum with smaller numbers from Ed Damazin, Sennar and 
Kosti new wharf.  

• On 28 December, pushers Araka and Lado with four passenger and cargo barges left for Juba carrying 
on board 1,200 individuals (211 households).  

• By the close of the reporting period, 2,265 individuals (422 households) remained at the wharf in Kosti 
awaiting southbound transportation. 

 
Abyei 
• So far, a total of 17, 826 individuals returned to Abyei from Khartoum and other states since the start of 

the Abyei return process on 22 November. 
• WFP has distributed food to 10,164 verified returnees, while Save the Children has also distributed none 

food items to 1,700 households. 
• On 29 December, RCSO/ER facilitated a meeting with health partners. The purpose of the meeting was 

to assess the preparedness of health partners in view of the general health situation of returnees 
arriving from Khartoum and other northern areas. Last week’s assessment indicated that 75% of the 
admitted cases at Abyei hospital were returnees, wards were overcrowded, children were malnourished 
and the majority suffered from diarrhea.  The meeting agreed on the following: (i) the erection of tents at 
the hospital to provide additional space for admission; (ii) relocation of some returnee; (iii) UNICEF and 
GOAL to consider the possibility of constructing temporary latrines at the new location; (iv) WHO to 
coordinate with Zambian TCC doctors and Egyptian clinic to provide mobile medical services for 
returnees; (v) WES willing to drill boreholes to improve access to water facilities in the areas of return.. 

• From 27 December 2010 to 7 January 2011, FAO Emergency and Rehabilitation Coordination Unit has 
been organizing a 12-day training course on Computer Skills and Data Collection & Management. A 
total of 30 government technical staff from the State Ministries of Agriculture and Animal Resources of 
Abyei, South Kordofan, Blue Nile and Kassala states are participating in the training.  

• WHO has also organized a five-day training programme for 30 health workers on community disease 
surveillance, with another 25 health personnel trained on disease outbreak investigation. 

 
Blue Nile 
• During 2010, WFP assisted 20,000 children in the framework of School Feeding Programme, while in 

2011 the agency envisages to increase the number of children benefitting from the programme to 
27,000. In 2011, they will alternate the assistance switching from Relief to Food Aid depending on the 
situation.  

• FAO informed the Integrated Team that the agency had developed a plan of action, outlining a 
programme of emergency and rehabilitation interventions for northern Sudan from 2010 to 2012. The 
plan of action complements FAO’s ongoing, long-term development activities in northern Sudan. The 
proposed budget for the plan of action is over US$45 million and is distributed among twelve programme 
profiles. In line with this programme, FAO in Blue Nile State will adopt means to effectively move away 
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from direct distribution of seeds and tools towards interventions that sustainably build the capacity of 
farmers, communities and government line ministries.  

 
Southern Kordofan 
• With the arrival of 249 returnees from Omdurman and Khartoum during the reporting week, the total of 

returns to Southern Kordofan in 2010 reached 10,413. Since 2005, 399,382 individuals returned to the 
state. 

• On 29 December, Vet-Care Organization together with SOS Sahel Organization conducted a one-day 
workshop with the theme “Water & Natural Resources Today and Tomorrow – Evaluatory Vision” 
targeting pastoralists along three routes (Murhals). The workshop brought together 48 cow owners.   

  
Eastern Sudan 
• WHO in collaboration and support of the State Ministry of Health conducted comprehensive 

environmental health activities inside Kassala Teaching Hospital. The activities included soil waste 
management, water supply and quality control as well as training of 90 hospital staff on medical waste 
management. 

• FAO with collaboration and support of the State Ministry of Animal Resources and Fisheries (SMoARF) 
conducted a joint assessment survey in livestock sector in Gedarif State in order to identify proper 
interventions and support needed for the improvement of livelihoods. Livestock Management Extension 
Package will be implemented through this project which targets 60,000 heads of animal with a total 
budget of SDG 20,000. 

• The Steering Committee of the EU-funded Eastern Sudan Recovery and Development (ERDP)
approved the project budget for 2011 in the estimated amount of SDG 9,452,775. 

 
Southern Sudan 
Central  Equatoria 
• Following the completion of verification exercise among flood affected population in Central Equatoria

State, next week, IRW and Sudanese Red Crescent will distribute non-food items to 970 households in 
Jabel Lado.  

 
Eastern Equatoria 
• As the staple food crop in the area – sorghum - has been destroyed by large swarms of green 

grasshoppers in August-September 2010, the Chiefs from Kudo Payam in Torit County have sent an 
urgent letter to SSRRC appealing for humanitarian assistance. The main staple food crop destruction 
has affected nine Bomas (villages) with a total population of some 2,500 people. Kudo Payam is located 
along the Torit - Juba road, some 36 miles west of Torit town. 

 
Jonglei 
• Information received from Malakal, Upper Nile State, indicated that up to 3,500 returnees to Jonglei 

State might be currently stranded. Earlier this month, an interagency team in Malakal had verified 1,374 
returnees destined for Jonglei with transportation issues prominent. IOM and GOSS are reported to be 
in discussions. 

• UNPOL supported the training of 20 police officers from Livestock Patrol Unit in Bor county with UNDP 
donating HF, VHF radios (already delivered) and 2 vehicles (awaiting delivery). This unit is unique in the 
state.  

• The Public Infrastructure Ministry reported that following the identification of 35 non-functioning 
boreholes during the assessment and verification mission conducted in Duk County, the ministry 
responded by delivering some spare parts and tools (10 GI Pipes; 10 rods; 4 fast moving kits; 1 
standard tool kit; special tool kit; 1 IMK II cylinder) to the local pump mechanics to rehabilitate and to 
undertake simple repairs of the broken boreholes.  

 
Northern Bahr el Ghazal  
• On 30 December, RCSO participated in Aweil East County Coordination Meeting chaired by the County 

Executive Director and co-chaired by County lead agency ACF for returnees’ registration and 
assessment. The main focus of the meeting was to review weekly return activities and responses by 
sectors. 

• IOM figures indicate that a total of 13,167 individuals (2,408 households) of spontaneous returnees 
arrived in the state on 1-23 December; while on 14-27 December, 18,525 individuals (3,440 households) 
arrived as a part of the state organized returns.   
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• On 29 December, RCSO participated in the WASH cluster meeting chaired by the General Director of 
the Public Infrastructure Ministry of the state. The main objective of the meeting was to review WASH 
activities and to follow up on the action points related to water and sanitation which were agreed upon 
during the previous meeting.  

 
Lakes 
• According to the Ministry of Rural and Water Development, there are 1,137 functioning boreholes and 

some 194 none-functioning boreholes in the state. However, it was not clear whether the existing 
boreholes could directly provide complementary support to the identified polling station locations as 
Lakes State has a total of 214 polling centers with 47 of them without water points. 

• Subsequently, on 31 December, RCSO participated in Water Sector Emergency Meeting chaired by H.E
Minister of Physical Infrastructure to discuss the issue of availability of water at the polling stations
during the referendum. Other participants included UNCEF and OXFAM-GB. The meeting agreed, 
among other issues, on: (i) OXFAM will provide transportation of supplies from Rumbek town to Wulu, 
Cueibet and Rumbek Central counties as of 2 January 2011. Also, OXFAM agreed to verify the existing 
spare parts in their store in Rumbek and to inform the MoPI before the end of the day on what supply 
they could offer to cover the gap in three counties: Wulu, Cueibet and Rumbek Central; (ii) MoPI to 
provide two cars, 600 liters of fuel, maintenance tools and staff as mobile teams to repair broken 
boreholes in Greater Yirol starting 1 January 2011; (iii) MoPI to officially request UNMIS to supply water
tankers to four pooling centers where there are no drilled boreholes: in Rumbek Central county - Kuel-
abol and Ayiei/Tiab-Tiab; and in Rumbek East county - Marial and Alau.  

• UNHCR accepted to drill one borehole in Nyang way station and in the meantime to supply water tanker 
for returnees at Nyang way station.  

• Regarding the temporary resettlement areas in Rumbek Central, SSRRC reported the completion of 
demarcation plots for 117 returnee households and they are expected to start moving at any time.  

• During the reporting week, two flights arrived in the state carrying 118 returnees from Khartoum. 
Meanwhile, SSRRC and local authorities reported the arrival of 692 individuals in Nyang. The 
cumulative total of returnees has reached 2,680 individuals (1,209 by land, 279 by air and an estimated 
number of 1,192 by river). 

 
Unity 
• On 30 December, the Deputy State Governor met with RSCO and expressed concern over reports on 

water shortages from various counties that received high numbers of returnees. Report from Koch 
County indicated that 27 boreholes out 60 were non-functional. The assessment mission to Leer County 
last month also identified 27 boreholes in need of rehabilitation. Furthermore, during a rapid WASH 
assessment conducted by Oxfam and Medair in November 2010, some 68 boreholes were identified as
in need of repair - 39 in Mayendit, 10 in Guit and 29 in Pariang Counties. The Deputy Governor 
appealed for urgent action from UN agencies, NGO as well as oil companies to supply water using water 
tankers to address the situation. 

• SSRRC reported that some 5,020 returnees (807 households) arrived in Adok port in Leer County 
during the period of 26-30 December. 

• Meanwhile, WFP distributed a total of 257.5 MT of assorted food to 19,263 returnees in Rubkona, 
Abiemnom, Leer, Mayom, Guit and Panyijar Counties. 

 
Upper Nile  
• The State Coordinator informed SSRRC Director that 2,100 individuals had registered with his office to 

go to northern Jonglei State Counties of Akobo, Nyirol and Uror. SSRRC Upper Nile State Office is 
currently working on the populations for each county and details will be provided in the coming week. In 
a separate discussion between RCSO, OCHA and SSRRC State Director, Upper Nile State Government 
requested SSRRC Director to established figures of returnees for northern Jonglei State in coordination 
with Jonglei State Coordinator for a possible onward transportation to either Jonglei State capital Bor or 
Canal, Pigi County. 

 
Warrab 
• As of 30 December, an inter-agency verification and registration team from SSRRC, IOM, WVI and WFP 

verified a total of 20,983 individuals who have returned to the state since 24 November.  
• IOM has erected 10,000 liters capacity bladder tank in Turalei centre for returnees in Twic County. The 

INGO GOAL is currently distributing mosquito nets to returnee households.   
• On 26 December, health partners organized a meeting following reports of the outbreak of suspected 

measles in returnee transit centers. RCSO/ER together with IOM, WHO, OCHA, UNCEF, MSF-B, PHC 
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Director, Senior Medical Officer of Kuajok PHCC and the EPI Manager participated in the meeting. The 
following activities will be undertaken:  (i) mass measles vaccination combined with accelerated EPI 
campaign for 2-3 days in Kuajok by MSF-B and SMoH; (ii) two mobile teams to be deployed by SMoH 
and IOM to ensure clinical services target returnees on priority basis; (iii) to ensure registration and food 
distribution is on-going; (iv) WHO and SMoH to activate a surveillance system to monitor the 
development of the outbreak..  

 
Western Bahr el Ghazal 
• WFP is distributing food items to returnees. Mobile clinics provided by the Health Ministry are fully 

operational and supported by WHO and UNICEF. RCSO informed that all sites are furnished with safe 
drinking water and latrines.    

• On 17-22 December, Sudanese Red Crescent Society organized training sessions on Agriculture 
Conservation in Raja county for farmers, food security officers, (SRCS) volunteers and MoA staff from 
the county. The main focus of the training was to understand the concept and principles of the 
conservation agriculture which is a good method for sustainability of soil fertility and moisture as well as 
productivity.   

• Government organized return operations have started in full swing in Western Bahr el Ghazal with a 
total of 973 households (3,610 individuals) arriving to the state on 24-30 December. This figure is 
comprised of 1,702 male and 1,908 female returnees, including a total of 607 children under five.  The 
majority of returnees are destined for Wau and Jur River Counties; some having identified their relatives 
are already resettling in the communities in Wau. A total of 65 individuals are settled in Raja County with 
IOM support. An inter-agency team led by WFP and World Concern and supported by RCSO distributed 
a total of 117 metric tons of food to the verified caseload of 604 returnee households (2,372 individuals) 
who arrived on 29-30 December. The 4th convoy of 17 buses arrived on 31 December with 1,450 
returnees awaiting verification upon completion of food distribution. 

 
Western Equatoria 
• Due to insecurity in Maridi County caused by suspected LRA attacks, SSRRC reported the displacement

of 5,347 individuals (647 households) from   Murumbanga, Mboroko and Nagbia villages to Maridi town. 
On 29 December, an inter-agency team composed of SSRRC, OCHA, WFP, UNICEF, WHO, CAFOD 
and RCSO carried out an assessment mission to verify the numbers of IDPs and to identify their needs.  

• During the reporting week, SSRRC in Yambio registered 20 spontaneous returnees (5 households) from 
Khartoum.  

  
 

 

 
ABBREVIATIONS 
 
AWD:  Acute Watery Diarrhoea 
CHF:  Common Humanitarian Fund 
CRMA:  Crisis and Recovery Mapping Analysis 
DG:  Director-General 
EC:  European Commission 
EPI:  Expanded Programme of Immunization 
ERS:  Early Recovery Section 
GBV:  Gender-Based Violence 
HAC:  Humanitarian Aid Commission 
LRA:  Lord’s Resistance Army 
 

 
 
 
RIEP:  Rapid-Impact Emergency Programme 
RCSO:  Resident Co-ordinator’s Support Office 
SMoA:  State Ministry of Agriculture 
SMoE:  State Ministry of Education 
SMoH:  State Ministry of Health 
SSRRC:  Southern Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation  
                Commission (designated SRRC in the north) 
WG:  Working Group 
WES:  Water, Environment and Sanitation 
UNST:  UN State Team 


