
 

I. General Overview  
The Prime Minister secured the approval of US Congressmen, agencies, financiers and diplomats 

for USD 90 million in funding over the next two years for rehabilitation in the wake of the post-

election violence (PEV).  He noted that the funding would support recovery to ensure that another 
socio-political situation, similar to that which followed the 2007 General Elections, would not 

reoccur. 

The Independent Review Commission began a tour of the country to collect evidence during its 

inquiry into the December 2007 General Elections and subsequent conflict.  The Commission is 

mandated to focus on the public participation in the electoral process and the electoral 
environment, including the roles and conduct of the political parties, media, civil society and 

observers.  It will also investigate the organization and conduct of the 2007 electoral operations.  In 

addition to presenting an impartial account of the elections, the outcome of the inquiry will include 
recommendations for the Electoral Commission of Kenya, including constitutional, legislative, 

operational and institutional and accountability mechanisms, intended to improve the electoral 

process.  The recommendations may also result in a reform of the Electoral Commission and 

electoral laws, as necessary.  

Some senior Government Officials criticized efforts calling for amnesty for perpetrators of PEV, 
insisting that it would promulgate a culture of impunity.  Furthermore, critics of amnesty have noted 

that continued debate over the issue is undermining the Grand Coalition and could jeopardize the 

reconciliation process. However, those senior Government Officials who support amnesty, argue 
that many youth who were arrested during the PEV were only associated with the violence and 

were not perpetrators.  Furthermore, there are some claims that youth were manipulated by 

politicians during the PEV and therefore those in positions of power should be held accountable, 
rather than youth.    
 

The debate over amnesty has also filtered to village and community levels, and has become a 
focus of conflicting agendas.  This prolonged public disharmony threatens to create deep fissures 

between opposing viewpoints, fuel discontented youth, and drive some communities that were 

affected by conflict, further apart.  For example, according to local media, when some community 
members posed barriers to IDPs returning to Sugoi, Uasin Gishu district, they called for guarantees 

of amnesty for youth associated with the PEV, before they would allow IDPs to return. The 

amnesty debate therefore could also threaten to sabotage durable solutions for IDPs in some 
areas, which is key for the long-term recovery.   
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• Flooding in Tana River district affects 22,410; thousands of acres of crops lost. 
• Kedong Camp in Naivasha set to close on 27 June as part of general plan for camp closures. 

• Peste des Petits Ruminants threatens the food security of more than 9 million Kenyans. 

• 2,600 returning IDP families receive cash assistance in areas of return.   
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Whilst the public debate over amnesty continues, the Commission of Inquiry into the Post-election 

Violence published its rules and procedures for carrying out its investigations in local media.  With 

investigations expected to begin over the next month, local media reported that the inquiry will 
include those being held by enforcement agencies on suspicion of their role in the PEV.  The 

Commission is expected to expose the truths of what happened during the PEV and as such will 

be a cornerstone for national reconciliation; however, it is clear from the ongoing and escalating 

debate over amnesty, that urgent reconciliation efforts are also needed at the community-level. 

II.  Humanitarian Situation  

Floods 
 

The Kenya Red Cross Society 

(KRCS) reported that heavy 
rainfall between 13-18 June 

caused a flash flood in the Tana 

River and Lamu districts of Coast 

Province.  Approximately 22,410 
people were affected whilst large 

areas of crops and roads were 

submerged.  
 

In Tana River district, 
approximately 8,658 persons had 

to leave their homes and move to 

higher grounds to avoid the 
floodwaters.  A total of 3,800 acres 

of maize, green grams and 

bananas were destroyed whilst 

access to the nearest market was 
cut off when the road was 

submerged.  A rapid health 

assessment is being undertaken 
by KRCS to determine the threat 

of waterborne diseases and 

malaria (due to the stagnant 

water). 
 

In Lamu district, 12,700 people 
were affected by the flooding in 

Chalaluma and Didewaride 

villages, Witu division.  Some 
small livestock were killed whilst 

crocodiles have encroached on villages in Lamu.  The majority of primary schools have also been 

closed as they were submerged by the floodwaters.  Water sources were also affected by the 
floods and a 15km section of the road between Panda Nguo and Lamu Town is submerged.   
 

The KRCS has responded to the floods by dispatching a water purification plant and distributing  
NFIs, in Tana River district.  A medical team will be dispatched to the affected districts.  Remaining 

needs include food, seeds and farm implements so that farmers can try to re-cultivate in new areas 

or after floodwaters recede.  An assessment of the effects of the flash flood throughout Coast 
Province by KRCS is ongoing.   
 

Disaster Risk Reduction  
 

A strategy was developed from 16-18 June with Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) focal points in 

Kenyan Ministries, UN Agencies, academia and NGOs as a follow up to the Hyogo Framework for 

Action 2005-2015 on building resilience to disasters.   
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Stakeholders agreed 

to a ten-point plan of 

action on DRR, with a 
budget of USD 20,833 

to be implemented 

over the next year.  
The framework is 

intended to help 

ensure that the 

conceptual framework 
for DRR is integrated 

into planning and 

implementation whilst 
helping to that 

appropriate DRR tools 

are utilized.   

Food Security 
!

At the 25th Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Regional Conference for Africa, Kenya was 

criticized, with other countries, for failing to honour the Maputo Declaration, 2004 under which 

countries agreed to increase investments in agriculture to 10% of budgetary resources.  

Kenya’s 2008-2009 budget for the Ministry of 
Agriculture (MoA) (Ksh 11million) was only 

1.76% of the total budget.  Contributions to 

other related ministries (Water and Irrigation; 
Forestry; Fisheries; Livestock Development; 

and Northern Kenya and Other Arid Lands) 

amounted to 3.63% of the budget.  If 
allocations to all related ministries are 

considered, the total is still only 5.39% of the 

total budget.  However, the extension of the 

waiver on import duties on rice and bread, in 
addition to wheat, maize, flour and milk, is 

anticipated to help reduce shocks related to 

food price increases. 
 

Another issue highlighted at the Conference 
was the needs emerging from increasing urban 

populations in Sub-Saharan Africa, which are entirely dependent on food production from rural 

areas or through imports.  FAO predicted that there would be an unmet need of 205 million tons of 

cereal in the region, due to this urbanization phenomenon and other factors.   
 

The Ministry of Livestock Development held roundtable discussions with stakeholders and 
development partners to sensitize donors on the particular needs of pastoralists and the effect of 

various hazards on their food security.  This is particularly timely, as the disease, Peste des Petits 

ruminants (PPR) continues to decimate goats and sheep in 16 districts, whilst drought and conflict 
also undermine pastoralists’ livelihoods and food security.  

Disaster Risk Reduction Plan of Action 

 
1. Establish a National DRR Secretariat to facilitate coordination and dissemination of DRR efforts 

in Kenya.  

2. Establish a Specialized Agency to coordinate the disaster risk management activities and 
actors in Kenya.  

3. Review and operationalise the draft policies and Bills related to Disaster risk Management in 
Kenya.  

4. Design a system to sensitize and create awareness to the political/governance leadership in 
the country both at National and district/municipal levels on the importance of DRR.  

5. Support the allocation of funds to establish a Research and Training Institute on Disaster Risk 
Management.  

6. Implement the Hyogo Framework for Action themes by ensuring that DRR is a top priority in the 
development agenda of Kenya.  

7. Ensure funding and resources are available for DRR in Kenya.  

8. Harmonize National and Local Disaster Preparedness and Response Plans as well as the 
Hazard maps.  

9. Hold quarterly meetings to review progress on in the implementation of DRR activities.  

10. Equip districts and communities with resources for preparedness and response to frequent 
hazards. 

 

Child drinking goat milk.  Source: Department of Veterinary Services. 
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The US Agency for International Development/Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance 

(USAID/OFDA) also reported that since the Government closed the Merille and Korr livestock 
markets, Laisamis district in response to an outbreak of PPR in April, pastoralists in the southern 

part of the district have been unable to sell livestock; however, it was estimated that 85% of those 

in Marsabit, Laisamis and Chalbi districts rely on livestock for livelihood security.  The Ministry of 
Livestock Development also noted that in pastoralist households, meat and milk from sheep and 

goats constitute 40% of household food intake.  With close to half a million animals lost to PPR, 

there is a serious strain on vulnerability as is evidenced by soaring malnutrition rates of 24% in 

some parts of Turkana district, which is worst affected by PPR.   
 

Human Rights 
 

Local media has reported that over 1,000 members of the Saobat Land Defence Force  (SLDF) 

militia in Mount Elgon district have been arrested and that the Government is moving into the 
second phase of the operation against the militia, now targeting those who funded the SLDF.  

 

MSF recently released a report that 

noted that a third of the patients 
interviewed in the Mount Elgon 

region had lived trough a combat 

experience, which was defined as 
having witnessed or been caught up 

in a military or police raid, militia 

and/or criminal violence.  

Furthermore, the organization 
reported having treated 293 victims 

of violent trauma between 1 

January and 15 April 2008.  
 

Agencies working in the area 

noted that there is currently a need 
for more humanitarian actors to re-

engage with an estimated 66,000 IDPs in Mount Elgon who have been displaced by conflict since 

2006. The area is traditionally a grain basket so its recovery will help in strengthening national food 

security.  Since the start of the military operation to crack down on militia in the area, KRCS has 

Source: MSF, “Mount Elgon: Does Anybody Care”, May 2008 

PPR in Kenya 2006-2008 

Source: Ministry of Livestock Development, 15 April 2008 

Number of Patients Who have Lived Through a Combat Experience 
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reached a majority of the displaced with services, however the terrain present logistical challenges.  

KRCS is currently providing 16,000 IDP households with food and non-food items. It has also 

provided seeds and fertiliser to 7,000 farmers which successfully led to an initial harvest of 1,400 
MTs of maize, beans and onions. 
 

Other challenges include working in a conflict zone; dealing with an increase in IDPs resulting from 

the post-election violence; supporting the influx of returnees who need shelter and services; and 

the fact that the host community is also relatively poor and in need of assistance.  
 

Refugees  
    

On a mission to Kenya between 18-20 June, the High Commissioner for Refugees, António 

Guterres visited Dadaab refugee camp near the Kenyan-Somali border, noting the plight of the 
Somalis as one of the world's worst humanitarian crises.  The Dadaab camp has approximately 

200,000 refugees, which is over twice the planned capacity when the camp was established 

approximately 16 years ago. The number of refugees in Dadaab refugee camp has increased by 
25,388 people since January 2008.  
 

Though the border between Kenya 

and Somalia has been closed since 

January, Kenya is home to 

approximately 237,000 Somali 
refugees and approximately 3,500 

crossed the border into Kenya in 

June alone.   
 

There are also significant numbers 
of Somali refugees living outside of 

camps in Kenya; however, because 

they chose to avoid refugee camps, 
they do not have documented 

refugee status.  It is estimated that 

Kenya hosts the majority of the 

457,000 Somali refugees, 
worldwide.  

 

Security 
 

The Kenya/Somalia border remains under constant patrol.  Tensions also remain high in 

Turantura, Wajir West district where there were skirmishes over land rights in the beginning of 

June, which had led to two deaths, thirteen people with serious injuries and twelve arrests.  
 

Ugandan media reported that the security chiefs from Uganda and Kenya have agreed on joint 

action and a strategy to end cross border arms trafficking in the region. A joint technical committee 
has reportedly been established to reduce insecurity in the North Rift Valley districts of Kenya and 

Karamoja, Uganda; the plan will target cattle rusting and includes disarmament efforts. 

 
Meanwhile, there were reports of cattle rustling in and around Marsabit Town.  More than 200 

cattle were stolen, and dozens were injured.  
 

Population Movements and Displacement Trends  
 

The High Commissioner for Refugees visited the Naivasha Stadium IDP Camp on 19 June.  In a 

speech to IDPs he emphasized his hopes that all IDPs would be able to return to their homes as 

quickly as possible.  However, the majority of IDPs who have already returned to their home areas 
are farmers; remaining populations in IDP camps are primarily comprised of landless farmers, 

business people, and others who are either unable or unwilling to return to places of displacement.  

Many of those remaining in IDP camps are therefore resisting immediate return to their places of 
displacement, citing a lack of resources to re-start their livelihoods and in some cases continued 

insecurity in areas of return.  

Source: UNHCR, June 2008 
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Indeed the complex needs of the diverse group remaining in IDP camps requires a multifaceted 
response to ensure that livelihoods can be revived where possible, and that new livelihood options 

are available as needed.  The Government has provided start-up funds of Ksh10,000 (USD 166) to 

2,600 returnee families; however, this is primarily tailored to the needs of farmers and some other 
livelihood groups state that it is insufficient to support their recovery.  Unfortunately, viable durable 

solutions for IDPs are not uniform across the various IDP profiles and may not be attainable at the 

same pace that some authorities would like to close IDP camps. 
 

The Permanent Secretary (PS) from the Ministry of State for Special Programmes (MoSSP) along 

with a group of PSs will travel to the major camps in Eldoret, Nakuru and Naivasha districts the 
week of 24 June, to encourage IDPs to leave the camps.  Government authorities are advocating 

for rapid closure of all IDP camps and are developing modalities for those IDPs who are unable or 

unwilling to leave the camps.   
 

The Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) reported that there were still 71,845 IDPs in 102 camps on 
24 June.  

 

North Rift Valley 

 

There are a significant number of returnees in 
the North Rift Valley region; according to the 

KRCS, over the past week 6,000 IDPs 

returned to their home areas from IDP camps 
within the region and from other areas. As of 

16 June there were over 59,000 IDPs in transit camps. Furthermore, the KRCS reported that all 

IDPs who were living in communities in the Trans Nzoia districts returned to their areas of 
displacement.  However, 14,692 IDPs live in communities in other districts of the North Rift and 

they have not benefitted from the distribution of resources that IDPs in camps have received. 

 

Unfortunately, some aid organizations are pulling out of the 
region due to lack of funding, despite the fact that urgent 
new humanitarian needs are emerging with the movement 

of IDPs to transit camps and other areas of return.    
 

Meanwhile, a multi-sectoral inter-agency assessment is 

being carried out in transit sites and in communities of 
return in eight districts, Uasin Gishu, Trans Nzoia East and 

West, Koibatek, Nandi North and South, Kwwanza and 

Lugari, to determine short-term and medium-term needs. In 
addition agencies and partners, the Government line 

ministries have also been very active in this assessment, 

which will be important as it is intended to inform a 

recovery strategy for each district, which will focus on 
ensuring that IDPs’ needs are met as well as the needs of 

the entire community.   

IDP 
Camps 

IDP Camp 
Population 

Returnees in 
the Region 

IDPs in 
Communities 

34 32,391 95,848 14,692 

District Number of 
Transit 
Camps 

Population 
in Transit 
Camps as 
of 16 June 

Uasin Gishu 34 20,772  

Trans Nzoia 
West 

9 15,822  

Trans Nzoia 
East 

1  1,603  

Koibatek 7 5,199 

Kwanza 13 9,975  

Nandi North 1 430 

Mount Elgon 1 1,242  

Marakwet 
West 

3 3,967  

Total 69 59,010 

Source: Kenya Red Cross, 24 June 2008  

Source, Kenya Red Cross, 24 June 

Source: WASH Cluster, 16 June 2008. 
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Uasin Gishu, Lugari and Keigo Districts. There were some mixed reports that between 19-20 
June, some of the 556 IDPs returning from Eldoret ASK Showground Camp, Uasin Gishu district 
faced barriers when attempting to return to their home areas by some community members in the 

areas of return, including in: Surgoi, Uasin Gishu district; Turbo, Lugari district; and Iten, Keiyo 

district.  Due to the barriers in areas of return, the IDPs were brought back to the Eldoret ASK 

Showground Camp, though approximately ten IDPs sought temporary housing elsewhere. 
 

During the reporting period, approximately 2,600 IDPs returned from Turbo camp, Lugari district, 

whilst the DC has stated that the camp will remain open until the remaining IDPs, approximately 

2,000, have returned to places of displacement. 
 

The humanitarian community has requested the DC to increase communications with agencies 
before movements are planned so that appropriate preparatory measures in areas of return can be 

undertaken. 
 

South Rift Valley    
 

Molo District. An inter-agency assessment of return 
and transit areas was conducted in Molo district 

between 10-11 June and the preliminary findings are 

being compiled.  Fifty-four transit camps were 
identified with populations ranging from 18 people to 

4,000 people, and with a total of population of 36,821. 
 

Nakuru District. On 17 June there were riots at the Naivasha Stadium IDP camp over the 

Government's plans for IDPs to move from the camp by 30 June.    

 
The IDP Chairman from the Nakuru ASK Showground IDP camp reportedly disappeared on 20 

June.  IDPs in the camp subsequently protested his disappearance on 21 June and two IDPs were 

critically shot.  The Representative returned to the IDP Camp on the morning of 23 June. 
 

Meanwhile, a public meeting was held with the Nakuru DC, a representative of the MoSSP and 

IDP representatives from Nakuru ASK IDP Camp on 20 June at which the DC urged IDPs willing to 

move out of the camp to register with KRCS, whilst warning those who did not want to return not to 
intimidate returnees.  He made it clear that resources will only be provided at the areas of return 

and that there was no land available to resettle those unwilling to return to their areas of 

displacement.  Some IDPs claimed that they had no land to return to, and that the Government 

was not catering for their needs.  Others claimed that there was still insecurity in areas of return. 
IDPs had agreed to meet with DCs from areas of return to get a clear picture of the security 

situation in those areas; however, this was postponed due to the violence that erupted over the 

weekend. 
 

Western Nyanza Province 
 

There was an attempt to re-start the returns process in 
Western province on 21 June; however, 286 IDPs who 

planned to return from Busia Police Station IDP Camp, 

Busia district, delayed their movement because they 

were not provided funds from the Government. The DC from Busia confirmed that each IDP would 
be provided start-up funds of 10,000Ksh (USD 166); however, authorities are awaiting funds to be 

transferred to the district. 

 
II. Humanitarian Response  
 

Only 33% of the Emergency Humanitarian Response Plan has 

been funded, as of 16 June.  However, the natures of the 

returns process as well as a looming food crisis in the country 

require urgent emergency funding.   
 

IDP Camps IDP Camp Population 

42 28,709 

IDP Camps IDP Camp Population 

16 4,732 

Emergency Humanitarian Response 
Plan Funding as of 16 June 

 
Original Requirements: 41,938,954  
Revised Requirements: 191,929,303  
 
Funding: 63,327,377 / 33.00%   
 
Unmet Requirements: 128,601,926  

 

Source, Kenya Red Cross, 24 June 

Source, Kenya Red Cross, 24 June 
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CCCM 
 

The Eldoret Return-Transit Mapping Table has been updated to over 64 transit sites out of 120 in 
the North Rift Valley. Given the changing needs of IDPs, the cluster is now focusing on return 

movements co-ordination and assessments. There is still a need for more advance information 

sharing between districts about planned IDP movements in order to improve assistance. 
 

Early Recovery 
 

A UNDP Early Recovery Team is undertaking a mission to Nakuru and its environs on 26 and 27 
June to look at issues related to resettlement with a focus on early recovery. The team is meeting 

with DCs, UN agencies, civil society organizations and religious bodies to understand the needs of 

returnees and local communities.  
 

KRCS’s financial manager is assessing resettlement needs in the North Rift Valley to inform the 

early recovery projects that the agency will implement as its focus shifts from the IDP camps to 
areas of return. KRC will target vulnerable groups and farmers with assistance to restart their 

livelihoods, as well as shelter.  
 

The cluster is canvassing for research on the phenomenon of Government supported efforts to 

make transit camps more permanent, both from Kenya and from other countries with similar 
experiences, to better inform assistance that could be provided. The key concerns are proper 

urban planning for the sites and the provision of adequate water and sanitation facilities, as some 

sites host over 8,000 people.  
 

Education 
  

Who Where What 

UNICEF 
and Save 
the Children 
(SC) 

Naivasha District’s four locations;  
1 – 4 July 

One-day workshops to improve data collection, 
recording, analysis and reporting by District Education 
Officers and field officers. 

SC  Nakuru, Nakuru North, Nakuru 
Municipality, Molo, Naivasha, 
Kipkelion, Uasin Gishu and Trans 
Nzoia districts; by September  

Four-day training on emergency preparedness, child 
rights, child protection, integration and raising awareness 
on psychosocial needs of children for 460 head teachers 
and senior teachers. 

SC and 
Ministry of 
Education 

Eldoret, Nakuru and Nairobi;  
late June     

Four-day training in child rights, pedagogy, safety and 
security and learning through play for Early Childhood 
Development Teachers. 

 

UNICEF Trans Nzoia East and West and 
Nandi North districts  

Training on peace education for 113 teachers. The aim is 
to sensitize communities through teachers and students.  

Action Aid Nyando District Training in psychosocial support and protection in 
emergencies for 20 teachers and Ministry officials; follow 
up and support visits. 

Action Aid Afraha Stadium, Naivasha  Provision of school uniforms and school supplies; 
payment of exam fees for IDP children.  

Action Aid  Londiani Camp, Kipkelion District  Payment of exam fees for IDP children.  

Action Aid  Ahero and Molo districts Advocacy to ensure that IDP children can attend school 
without uniforms.  

Action Aid Ahero Primary, Rea Secondary and 

Agia Pry Secondary schools in 
Nyando District  

Advocacy and community mobilisation to start school 

lunches in 3 schools with high IDP populations.  

Action Aid 
and Ministry 
of 
Education  

Ahero District  Assessments of schools that have absorbed large 
numbers of IDP children.  

UNICEF St Peter’s Komoro Primary School, 

Ugenya Constituency; Inungo 
Primary School, Sihay Division; and 
Sega Township Primary School, 
Ukwala Division, Siaya District   

Assessments. 

SC Moto and St Mary’s schools, Molo 
District 

50 desks distributed to each school. 

SC Ogilgei and Mirugi schools in Nakuru Two tables and five chairs to each school for teachers. 
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UNICEF Rurigi and Ngarua IDP Primary 
Schools in Eldoret  

Textbooks and one education kit per school.  

UNICEF Kamuyu Primary School, Eldoret Eight tents. 

UNICEF Rurigi Primary School, Eldoret Seven tents. 
 

Food Aid 
 

WFP, KRC and partners are distributing food to 180,665 people that have been registered as 

having returned to their homes or relocated to transit sites. (This figure does not tally with the 

Government’s figure of 191,000 returnees.) They are also providing food to the populations in 
existing IDP camps. The number of beneficiaries is expected to increase as IDPs who had been 

hosted in the local communities move home or to transit sites. Although most have not been 

registered, they are equally entitled to support as they restart their livelihoods. WFP staff are trying 
to follow all IDP movements on the ground especially as there is conflicting data from KRCS and 

Government on return numbers. WFP is trying to verify returnee figures on a weekly basis. 
 

Kenya Food Security Steering Group’s (KFSSG) draft report on the food crisis was presented on 

19 June. It notes that food prices increased by 9% in 2006 and by 57% in 2007. This trend is 

expected to continue and the sector will face challenges in providing sufficient resources for 
operations. Funding that was sufficient to support WFP’s caseload in January 2008 now only 

meets 80% of needs. The agency is seeking additional funds.  
 

KFSSG endorsed an increase from 160,000 to 215,000 beneficiaries in Turkana.  In addition, 

30,000 people are supported through food for assets. This follows a WFP/ Government verification 
mission and recent nutritional surveys which confirm a significant increase in Global Acute 

Malnutrition up to 22%. In Turkana, the CSB component in the general food ration will probably be 

increased as well and admission criteria broadened to include those at risk of malnutrition. The 

Government is also under pressure from districts with high poverty levels, which are not 
traditionally food insecure, for food donations.  
 

It is uncertain how the gap in the food pipeline will be bridged in July. The Government confirmed a 

donation of 6,500 MTs of cereals. The new emergency operation (EMOP) is 30% funded (40,000 

MTs) but most donations are in-kind, from overseas and will not arrive in Kenya until late August or 
September. WFP has requested clarification on the Government’s position on GMO foods, which 

could be imported from South Africa.  
 

Food Security 
 

FAO, WFP and the MoA are planning to start a voucher programme to provide seeds, tools and 

fertilizers to 7,500 returning farmers in Borabu, Sotik and parts of Trans Nzoia and Uasin Gishu 

districts. WFP will provide USD500,000 in funding. The project being coordinated to avoid overlap 
with similar schemes, such as that of WorldVision in Trans Nzoia districts, CARE in Nyanza 

Province and CRS in Molo and Kipkelion districts. Voucher programmes are a good way to assist 

early recovery as the purchases boost the local economy.  
 

The MoA also outlined several short/medium term interventions that they anticipate will help boost 
productivity and reduce food insecurity. To offset losses in productivity due to displacement, 

10,000 acres of land was ploughed for IDPs whilst 565 tons of assorted seed was provided to 

displaced farmers.  The MoA also plans to distribute 369 MTs of traditional food crop seeds by 

December 2008.  Longer term interventions to reduce food insecurity include the development of 
the ASAL areas, establishment of a fertilizer plant in the East African region and launch of an 

affordable credit facility to increase farmers’ productivity.   
 

The Long Rains Assessment will take place from 5 to 30 July. Results of the Assessment will be 

key in determining the effect of the recent long rains on agriculture and livestock productivity, and 
hence, Kenya’s ability to feed itself over the coming months. There are concerns about the food 

security of pastoral districts given the poor rainfall in the north western districts, which has reduced 

the availability of pasture and water. Some dams have dried in Mandera and attempts to drill 

boreholes have failed. Pastoral production will be impacted if rains do not improve.  
 



 10 

Nutrition 
 

UNICEF visited Baringo and West Pokot districts on 18 June following a request from the Ministry 

of Health (MoH). Baringo appears to be facing food deficits although the impact on malnutrition 

varies. The most affected divisions are those bordering West Pokot and Turkana districts. A 
nutritional survey will be conducted by WorldVision to get a better picture of the situation. Nutrition 

surveys are also planned in Trans Nzoia, Uasin Gishu, Nyandarua and Nakuru districts from July 

to September. Save the Children will lead with partners in the respective areas.  
 

Save the Children is supporting the Ministry of Health with surveillance activities in all PEV-affected 

provinces. These will be shared next week and will provide indicators for new supplementary 
feeding plans. Training on infant feeding practices and HIV/AIDS is ongoing in Kisumu district, 

targeting health workers. It will run for next two months in all PEV-affected areas. 
 

UNICEF visited Nakuru and Molo districts on 18 June to investigate the reasons behind a rapid 

increase in malnutrition detected during screenings. It found that the increase was due to Action 
Against Hunger’s active case findings from the outskirts of towns. Most of these cases were IDPs 

in host communities who have not been targeted with humanitarian support, such as food. It does 

highlight a deteriorating situation for this population. Nutrition partners are discussing whether to 

recommend blanket supplementary feeding through general food distributions during the transition 
period.  
 

Health 
 

MoH surveillance, supported by the World Health Organization (WHO), shows a decline in all 

health indicators following the PEV. National coverage for vaccination decreased from 77% to 67% 

over the last 12 months. Disease surveillance capacity has also been seriously affected. The 
health system’s capacity to detect diseases fell from 74% to 35% over the last 12 months. The 

impact has been felt across the country, not only in the areas where there was violence. This is 

due to compounding factors, such as the disruption of transport systems, which prevented 
assistance flowing between different areas of the country. WHO is taking the lead in compiling a 

report which will be discussed with the MOH and partners on 30 June. It will include 

recommendations for the short, medium and long term to ensure that the health system gets back 

on track. 
 

Many Government health facilities are experiencing shortages of drugs, particularly anti-malarials, 
and other essential supplies. The main source of financing available is through the Global Fund to 

Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria but this cannot be used to respond to emergencies because it takes a 

long time for drugs to be procured and arrive in country. Shortages of health care workers, 
estimated at 5,000 staff, are also hindering delivery of services. In order to address this problem, 

the Government announced plans to employ an additional 1,600 nurses and fast-track 

procurement reforms under Kenya Medical Supplies Agency in the 2008/09 Budget.  
 

One of the areas in which surveillance needs to be increased, is on the border with Somalia. As a 

result of the official closure of the border last year, refugees are no longer supposed to be entering 
Kenya so they are not being registered and vaccinated as was the practice prior to 2007. 

Unofficially, however, there still an influx of refugees into Garissa District. Some join their relatives 

in Daadab Refugee Camp while others blend into the local community. As a result, 38 cases of 
pertussis (whooping cough) have been reported in the last two months. This disease has not been 

seen in Kenya for 20 years. In 2007, another disease that had been eradicated in Kenya several 

years ago – polio – was also detected in Daadab. A mechanism is being sought to target new 

arrivals so that they can be assisted with the appropriate interventions.  
 

In Wajir, over 50 people have died of kala zar, but the disease is under control. Isiolo is also 
affected. The disease is spread by sand flies, which are vectors for parasites that migrate to the 

internal organs, such as the liver and spleen, where they cause substantial swelling and anemia. 

Patients usually die without treatment. Although the disease is endemic to Kenya, it is difficult to 
detect because of its gradual onset over a six month period. Government health workers have 

been trained in detection in response to the current upsurge.  
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In Nyanza, KRC has responded to the ongoing cholera outbreak by providing kits to the Ministry of 

Health in Kisumu East, Rachuonyo and Busia districts. UNICEF has supplied water purifiers and 
oral rehydration salts.  
 

Protection 
 

Protection monitoring and appropriate intervention is a priority at the moment because of the 

hardships faced by many IDPs in transit sites, incidents of IDP resistance to return and hostile 

reception encountered by some groups upon return.   
 

Who  Place and date   Activity/ Report  

Nakuru DC and 
humanitarian 
actors 

DC’s office; 17 June  SC stated Government plans to close all camps by 30 June. He reported 
that security has been beefed up in areas of return and appealed to IDPs 
to cooperate.  

UN High 

Commissioner 
(HC) for 
Refugees, 
UNHCR 
Country 
Representative, 
Secretary 
General of KRC 

and  Assistant 
Minister of 
Special 
Programmes. 

Naivasha Stadium 

Camp; 19 June  

Visit was part of activities to mark World Refugee Day on 20 June.  

HC met IDPs who raised their concerns. He told IDPs that the camp was 
temporary and efforts should be made to find a durable solution for their 
voluntary return in safety and dignity.  

Nakuru DC, 
Ministry of 
Special 
Programmes 

representative 
and IDPs 

Nakuru 
Showground; 20 
June  

DC reiterated Government position that IDPs must decide soon whether 
to go back to their land or alternate locations. The Government will only 
assist those returning home. IDPs said they were apprehensive about 
security and claimed the Government had failed to assist those who have 

already returned. The DC stressed normalcy has been restored.  

UNHCR and 
UNICEF 

Kisumu, Kisii and 
Kakamega; 24-28 
June   

Gender-Based Violence and Sexual Exploitation and Abuse training. In 
each location 30 people will be trained, including health workers, legal 
actors, IDP representatives, heads of Community-Based Organizations, 
NGO staff and police officers, in Standard Operating Procedures for 
Prevention and Response.  

UNHCR, IRC 
and KRC 

Eldoret, Kwanza and 
Kitale; 27 June  and 
week of 30 June    

Training on the Guiding Principles for IDPs for participants from host 
communities, IDPs, returnees, government officials and security 
personnel.   

UNHCR, KRC, 
Legal Resource 
Foundation  

Kisumu on 1 July, 
Kakamega on 2 July 
and Rongo on 8 July  

Training on the Guiding Principles for IDPs 

UN, NGOs, 

Government 
officials 

Eldoret; 23 June  As a follow up to the interagency assessment of 64 return sites in Uasin 

Gishu and Koibatek districts (16 – 18 June), team leaders agreed on 
priority areas in need of assistance. Initial recommendations include: 
additional provision of security, effective peace and reconciliation through 
communities involving elders and provincial administration, introduction of 
proper reporting mechanisms for SGBV incidents, provision of temporary 
shelter by KRC and supply of hygiene materials including sanitary pads. A 
final assessment report will be shared by OCHA next week. 

Lugari District 
Commissioner 
(DC), WFP, 
UNICEF, IOM 
and UNHCR  

Lugari District; 18 
June 

Co-ordination meeting ahead of return movement out of Turbo Camp. 
Three areas were identified for the first convoys: Sango 1-2 and 
Seregeya. KRC, IDPs, UNHCR and the District Officer assessed the sites 
which were found to be safe, with no tension with the local community and 
limited destruction of homes.  

Provincial 
Commissioner, 
DC, UNHCR, 

OCHA, 
UNICEF 

Turbo Camp, Lugari 
District; 21 June  

First return movement of 229 IDPs (out of 6,700 in the camp) to Sango 
Location. PC reported there are 3 police posts in each of Lugari and 
Likuyani divisions; a District Peace Committee has been established and 

will meet next week; the Government will compensate IDPs once they are 
home; the camp will be closed by 27 June. Lugari borders Uasin Gishu 
District, where IDPs feel unwelcome and requested the DC to facilitate 
peace and reconciliation meetings. Businesspeople reported they have 
received threats not to restart market trading.  
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Shelter and Non Food Items 
 

The PS in the MoSSP and cluster members will plan a joint shelter strategy next week. By 15 July, 

the 300 transitional shelter kits being erected as part of a pilot project in Kipkelion District, by 
GOAL and UNHCR, should be complete. Another 700 kits are being procured and these will 

probably be distributed by the Danish Refugee Council in Molo District. However, there are delays 

in procuring materials. There are plans to order an additional 2,000 to 2,500 kits. Materials may 

have to be sourced regionally because Kenyan providers’ capacity to supply the kits is already 
stretched. The cost of the kits has increased from USD 340 to USD 410 over the last six weeks 

because fuel price rises are driving up transport costs. KRC have launched a corporate fundraising 

strategy to buy 1,000 houses at USD 1,000 each. The first of these have been constructed in 
Matharu Location, Timboroa District, and handed over to returning IDPs.  
 

Who  Place and date   Activity/ Report  

UNHCR North and South Rift 

Valley; 25 June   

Trucks were dispatched with 4,000 kitchen sets, 2,000 tarpaulins and 

2,000 family kits to be distributed to returning IDPs. Those targeted will 
be IDPs who received nothing from the camps, mainly IDPs who had 
been living in host communities. Warehouse stocks are now almost 
empty although a small contingency of supplies is being kept in reserve.  

UNHCR Turbo Camp, Lugari 
District  

400 UNICEF family kits were given to KRC camp management to 
distribute to returnees.  

UNHCR  Chianda Boys and 

Nyangajo Girls secondary 
schools, Bondo District  

In March, 20 tents were given to each school following fires. They are 

not being used so UNHCR is seeking to redistribute them to IDPs.  

Government 
of Kenya 
and KRC  

Chara and Konemasa 
locations in Tana Delta 
District  

Relief food, medicine, tents and mosquito nets to 18,000 people affected 
by floods.  

 

Water Sanitation Hygiene 
 

Coverage by sanitary facilities in transit camps is below standard requirements and IDPs are 
practicing open defecation. This is a health hazard which could lead to disease outbreaks. 

Emergency intervention is required, including complete water and sanitation services and hygiene 

promotion activities. Some of the transitional camps, schools and host communities which are 

being prioritized for assistance are those in Burnt Forest, Kapsabet district and Moben in Uasin 
Gishu district; Trans Nzoia West district; Kwanza district; and Timboroa in Koibatek district.  
 

In Central Province, latrines are being constructed in 30 primary schools which have taken in 

significant numbers of IDP children. The work is being funded by UNICEF and implemented by the 

Government.  
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