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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Poor heys/dada rains affected mainly coastal pastoral areas 

 Food security for pastoralists expected to deteriorate until the 
beginning of next rainy season in March/April 2011 

Poor heys/dada rains affect pastoral areas 
Poor heys/dada precipitations are negatively affecting pasture and 
water availability, especially in coastal pastoral areas. These areas also 
received below average diraa/sougum rains between March and April 
2010 that caused a substantial decrease in goat milk production. Dry 
weather conditions are also prevailing in northwest and southeast 
pastoral inland areas where, despite the positive effects of good 
karan/karma rains between July and October, grazing resources are 
being quickly depleted and may not last until the beginning of 
diraa/sougoum rainy season in March 2011. Clustering of livestock 
around limited grazing areas and increasing trekking distances are 
already taking place. Better heys/dada rains have been registered only 
in mountain areas of Moussa Ali and western Dikhil district. 
 
The expected development of La Niña meteorological phenomenon in 
the coming months, bringing drier-than-normal weather conditions, is 
likely to worsen the current situation. 

Food security situation expected to deteriorate 
In general, the food security situation of pastoralists is expected to 
deteriorate until March 2011, the start of diraa/sougoum rains. Prices of 
main staple commodities, such as wheat flour, rice and sugar, remain 
well above average levels, limiting food access for pastoral households. 
In particular, wholesale price of rice (belem) in Djibouti market 
stabilized around USD 600 per tonne since the beginning of 2010, 
compared to approximately USD 400 per tonne in mid-2007, just before 
the food price crisis. 
 
In rural areas, some 120 000 people are estimated to be requiring  
humanitarian assistance following four poor rainy seasons that caused 
a substantial decline in livestock holdings and severely disrupted local 
livelihood systems. Food insecurity is reported also at extreme levels 
for about 60 000 poor urban households due to above average food 
prices, high unemployment and reduced remittances. 
 

 
 

 

 


