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Sudanese refugee in Bonga refugee settlement, Ethiopia. Photo: UNHCR/A. Imai/Oct. 2005 
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SSSOOOUUUTTTHHH   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
 
Security 
The security situation in Central, Eastern and Western Equatoria States is relatively stable. Yei and Kajo Keji 
are in UN security phase IV while the rest of South Sudan is in phase III. Reports from the local authorities 
indicate that a group of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) has migrated from Eastern Equatoria through 
Central Equatoria to Garamba National Park in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). Unconfirmed 
reports indicate that the leader of the LRA, Joseph Kony, may be in this group.  
 
First repatriation from the Central African Republic 
On 2 February, a first group of Sudanese refugees were flown home by IOM and UNHCR from Mboki, 
Central African Republic (CAR), to Tambura in Western Equatoria State. The returnees included 12 families 
(29 females and 20 males). The returnees, accompanied by the Sudanese delegation that signed the 
tripartite agreement in Bangui on 1 February, were received by the local authorities of Tambura County, 
UNHCR and its partners, including GTZ, International Medical Corps (IMC), World Vision International (WVI), 
MSF and a crowd of relatives and citizens of Tambura town. At the way station, returnees were given an 
orientation and sensitization session that included information on security by the county administration, 
services by the Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (SRRC), HIV/AIDS and sexually-transmitted 
diseases by IMC, malaria control by WVI and mine risk education by Mines Advisory Group (MAG). The 
returnees were registered by UNHCR and medically screened by IMC; persons with special needs were 
identified by WVI. The returnees were also provided with food tokens and packages of non-food items. 
According to the priorities agreed last year between UNHCR offices in Sudan and CAR, the first flight brought 
home skilled professionals in the fields of health and education. A second group of 100 refugees were 
brought home on 7 February and another group of 105 refugees on 9 February. Under a “Letter of Intent” 
between IOM and UNHCR, IOM will fly home 5,000 refugees from Mboki over the next three months. 
 
Update on way stations 

• Construction of the way station in Tambura (Western Equatoria) is complete as of January. 
Construction of way stations in Yambio and Ezo is ongoing.  

• The site for the permanent way station in Juba (Central Equatoria) was surveyed for mines at the 
request of the UN Mine Action Service (UNMAS) and earth-clearing work by the Bangladeshi 
engineering section attached to UNMIS has begun.  

• Construction of the temporary way station in Bor (Jonglei State) to accommodate the returning Bor 
Dinka IDPs is complete. By 5 February, when the first return movement arrived by barge from Juba, 
17 accommodation shelters had been completed and construction of another 20 had begun; 20 
latrines had been completed and a 
surface water treatment facility had 
been installed. Work had also started 
on the health clinic and distribution 
centre. Commencement of work on 
the permanent way station in Bor is 
still awaiting confirmation by UNMAS 
that the road between the town and 
the site is clear of mines. Discussions 
regarding an implementing partner to 
run the temporary and permanent 
way stations are being finalized in 
Juba. Photo: The completed 
temporary way station in Bor. 
UNHCR/G. Loken/Feb. 2006  
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• The process to obtain land for the way station in Malakal (Upper Nile) is ongoing. The UNHCR Mine 
Action Advisor, Juba, and UNMAS, Malakal, have been contacted to start assessment as soon as 
the land is demarcated. Meanwhile, efforts to find implementing partners continue. In addition, efforts 
are ongoing to obtain a permit to use an identified site for a way station in Nasir.  

• Proposals for the construction and management of the reception centre in Chali (Blue Nile State) are 
currently under consideration. RONCO, a demining company which is the implementing partner of 
the UN Mine Action Office, has conducted preliminary mine assessments in the Chali area.   

 
Upcoming repatriation from Ethiopia 
An intention survey is being conducted in Bonga refugee camp to ascertain the return destination of the 
refugees. As of 6 February, 1,636 households (5,253 individuals) have been registered. The results show 
that almost all refugees intend to go home to their place of origin, particularly the Uduk refugees in Bonga. A 
cross-border mission Sudan-Ethiopia to fine tune details for the upcoming repatriation of Uduk refugees from 
Bonga camp to southern Blue Nile State is being organized in Damazin.  
 
Meanwhile, UNHCR in Nasir registered 355 returnees (119 families) from Ethiopia in the past week. The 
returnees reported that more refugees in Ethiopia are returning spontaneously and are on their way to Nasir.  
 
Upcoming repatriation from Uganda 
UNHCR staff from Sudan and Uganda held a meeting in Moyo and Kampala, Uganda, on 31 January to 
discuss the repatriation of Sudanese refugees from Uganda planned for mid-March. The tripartite agreement 
between Sudan, Uganda and UNHCR is expected to be signed in early March.  
 
At the same time, the SRRC in Kajo Keji County registered 126 returnees (28 households) from Uganda in 
January. 
 

 
Sudanese refugees in Moyo queue to register for repatriation. Photo: UNHCR/E. Nziko/Feb. 2006 
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First return movement of Bor Dinka IDPs 
On 4 February, the first return movement by barge of about 400 Bor Dinka IDPs from Juba to Bor was 
successfully conducted by IOM in collaboration with UNHCR. The barge also carried 35 metric tons of the 
returnees’ personal belongings, UNHCR non-food items, a truck and a pick-up. The success of this inaugural 
barge movement was due to the collaborative inter-agency approach which included support from NGO 
partners working in Lologo transit centre in Juba. The returnees were accompanied by the Deputy 
Humanitarian Coordinator and other senior officials from UN agencies working in Juba. On arrival in Bor, the 
retunees were met by the local authorities and community, UN agencies and NGOs. In his welcome address, 
the Acting Governor of Bor informed the returnees that they are no longer IDPs and that they are full citizens 
of Bor. He encouraged them to return to their homes and begin rebuilding their lives. He also pledged the full 
support of the Jonglei State authorities in providing basic services to all returnees. UNHCR is currently 
exploring ways to transport the Bor Dinka to the areas of their final destination by road and river.  
 
Visit to IDPs in Kajo Keji, Central Equatoria 
A high-level delegation from Jonglei State led by the Governor and joined by Norwegian Peoples Aid (NPA), 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) and USAID travelled to Kajo Keji in Central Equatoria. On 5 and 6 February, 
they visited IDPs in Mangalatore and Bamurye to discuss conditions in areas of return, particularly in Bor. 
NPA and CRS assured the IDPs that they are currently implementing projects in Jonglei State to increase 
absorption capacity. The return of IDPs from Kajo Keji to Jonglei State is expected to start at the end of 
February.  
 
Spontaneous returns to Torit, Eastern Equatoria 
Staff from UNHCR Juba paid a five-day visit to Torit in Eastern Equatoria. The general security situation in 
Torit town and the surrounding villages is calm. The Government of Eastern Equatoria State is well 
established, with departments scattered in small buildings all over town, but almost non-functional due to 
complete lack of materials and resources. Population movement is high in Torit. Because of relative stability, 
access to and from Torit has improved dramatically. People walk in from nearby and far away villages 
surrounding the town, while others come from Uganda, Magwi, Lafon, Chukudum and Kapoeta. Most of the 
movements are commercial in nature, with others are motivated by visits to relatives and to resettle. The 
SRRC in Torit puts the rate of spontaneous returnees at 10-15 per day, most of whom are students. The total 
number of returnees is 337 households (526 individuals). Women and children displaced by the LRA are 72. 
The SRRC says that the town’s current population is 24,345, of whom 10,370 are beneficiaries of WFP.  
 
Returning IDPs in Ku’da                 
Following reports by SRRC that approximately 5,000 IDPs have returned spontaneously to their areas of 
origin near Ku’da and Sermon, about 60 kilometres north of Juba, UNHCR participated in an inter-agency 
assessment mission with SRRC, UNMIS, OCHA, WFP and ADRA on 2 February. The IDPs are from the 
Nyangwara tribe and were displaced to Katigiri some 15 years ago. They have settled in two places – near 
Ku’da and Sermon – and appear to have returned spontaneously during the last four weeks with the most 
recent arrivals in the last week. The returnees appear to be in dire need of humanitarian assistance in terms 
of food and non-food items. On 6 February, UNHCR participated in a second inter-agency mission to verify 
the numbers of the returnees along with SRRC, OCHA, WFP and Adventist Development and Relief Agency  
(ADRA). The initial count indicates a population of about 5,400 returnees. Prompt follow-up is envisaged to 
coordinate the provision of basic assistance to this group. 
 
Barbakeny assessment mission 
On 3 February, SRRC, UNHCR, OCHA and UNMIS Police travelled to Barpakeny, Rumbek East County, to 
assess the situation of 83 returnees (59 to Barpakeny and 24 to Akot) who left Yambio as a result of inter-
ethnic violence in November 2005. The returnees are staying with relatives and are being taken care of by 
their families. The returnees have not yet been allocated land for cultivation and are awaiting seeds and tools 
to start farming. Given the dire food situation, the mission recommended to follow up with WFP for food 
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distribution in the area and FAO for the distribution of seeds and tools. UNHCR will follow-up with the 
authorities on the allocation of land plots to the returnees. 
 
Coordinated assistance to returnees in Bahr el Ghazal 
Recent flows of returnees in Bahr el Ghazal have made it clear that a coordinated approach to returnee 
assistance is needed at a state level. The Protection Working Group in Rumbek called for a core technical 
group to discuss and develop standard operating procedures in addressing assistance to returnees. UNMIS 
reminded the group that they have a small grants scheme to fund quick impact projects to support peaceful 
co-existence activities, inter-faith initiatives and civic education by local partners.  
 
The number of IDPs currently in Rumbek from Yambio en route to northern Bahr el Ghazal is 99. WFP has 
agreed to support them with a 15-day food ration while in transit.  
 
Training of police officers 
On 1 February, UNHCR in Rumbek met with the British Council. The British Council is training 50 senior 
police officers from Lakes State, Warrab State, Western Bahr el Ghazal State, Northern Bahr el Ghazal State 
and Unity State to spread the concept of community policing through their cadres. The British Council asked 
UNHCR to provide a training session on returnees, returnees’ rights and protection for the police within the 
concept of community policing. UNHCR will hold the training session on 12 February. 
 
Land and property workshop 
UNHCR organized in collaboration with FAO and Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) a land and property 
workshop on 1-3 February at the Upper Nile University in Malakal. The workshop targeted local authorities. It 
included, among others, training on women’s rights to access land, legal representation of women in land 
disputes and women’s inheritance rights. 
 
Progress on Community-Based Reintegration Projects 
 
Rumbek 

• UNHCR received 150 books for distribution to the Diocese of Rumbek for the peace education 
programme that UNHCR and the Diocese are undertaking jointly in Lakes State. UNHCR and the 
Diocese will train 50 teachers in Marial Lau (Tonj County), Rumbek (Rumbek Central County) and 
Mapordit (Yirol County) between 13 February and 25 March as part of the formal peace education 
curriculum of the Secretariat of Education. 

Juba 
• Windle Trust International, handed over 41 bicycles to teachers at Juba Day Secondary School and 

another 24 to teachers at Buluk A Basic School. Other items donated to the schools include text 
books, reference books, encyclopaedias, dictionaries and atlases. A braille machine was also 
donated to Juba Day for blind students. The handing over ceremony was officiated by the Director-
General of Education in Central Equatoria State who expressed gratitude to UNHCR for funding the 
educational project. 

• Fifty bee hives have been distributed to 50 farmers in Torit by Swedish Free Mission (SFM). These 
bee hives have been successfully installed in villages around the town. This is UNHCR’s first project 
to take off in Torit.  

Yei 
• Construction work at Kinji Primary School, Lutaya Primary and Secondary Schools and Yei 

Teachers’ Training College is ongoing. 
• Aktion Afrika Hilfe (AAH) has completed renovation of the paediatric wards and OPD in Maridi 

hospital; electrification of the hospital is 80 percent complete, while fencing is 50 percent complete. 
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Kajo Keji 
• Sudan Health Association (SUHA) completed the construction work of six primary health care units. 
• Renovation of different blocks of Kangai primary health care centre are ongoing. UNHCR donated 

two land cruiser vehicles, one of which is an ambulance. The vehicles are currently in Arua, Uganda, 
being equipped with Codan radios.  

• Renovation of Kajo Keji’s Vocational Training School by American Refugee Committee (ARC) is 
ongoing. 

Damazin 
• There are currently no implementing partners that are able to implement basic infrastructure projects 

in the villages of origin in Blue Nile State. 
 
Visit by BPRM 
The Regional Refugee Coordinator for East and Horn of Africa of the Bureau for Population, Refugees and 
Migration (BPRM) of the US Government, Sam Healy, is currently travelling to Blue Nile, Upper Nile and 
Eastern Equatoria to monitor and evaluate projects in those states.  
 
Upcoming repatriation of Congolese refugees 
Following the signing of the tripartite agreement between Sudan, the DRC and UNHCR for the voluntary 
repatriation of Congolese refugees on 31 January, a tentative date for the first movement is set for mid-
March. Registration for return has been conducted by UNHCR staff late last year and the refugees are ready 
to return home.        
 

 
A Congolese refugee family in Juba. Taking photos of families is part of the repatriation  

registration process. Photo: UNHCR/H. Caux/Dec. 2005 
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Sudanese in Egypt 
As of 31 January, 13,372 Sudanese refugees and 10,176 Sudanese asylum seekers are registered with 
UNHCR Cairo. Numbers registering for voluntary repatriation have been low until now (attributable to the lack 
of access to the office during the sit-in demonstration), with 31 persons registered between September 2005 
and 31 January 2006. In January, UNHCR registered and is currently handling repatriation procedures for 
two refugees and 12 asylum seekers who will be repatriating in February. All repatriations thus far have been 
to Khartoum or northern Sudan, with persons making their own way to South Sudan.  
 
Of the original 627 persons detained following their forced removal from Midan Moustapha Mahmoud on 30 
December 2005, all but 156 were released. Those persons identified as of concern to UNHCR were released 
and the Government of Egypt also released the women and children at UNHCR’s request. The families of 
those who died in the sit-in are being provided with 1,000 US dollars to facilitate burial, return of bodies to 
Sudan or other purpose. 
 
 
Update on funding situation for South Sudan as at 2 February 2006 
2006 Requirements (includes countries of asylum): US$ 63,203,279 
2006 Contributions: US$ 8,629,773 
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EEEAAASSSTTT   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN 
 
Security 
The overall security situation remains the same. The UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) reports 
that the military situation in the Temporary Security Zone (TSZ) – a buffer zone of 25 kilometres created 
between the two countries along the border – and adjacent areas remains tense. Routine troop movements 
continue on both sides of the border. Eritrea's ban on UNMEE helicopter flights and restrictions on the 
movement of UNMEE patrols inside the TSZ are still in place.  
  
New arrivals 
There were 197 new arrivals during the reporting period, which brings the total number of new arrivals in Wad 
Sharife since the beginning of the year to 874. A total of 187 persons were accepted as refugees during the 
period. On 1 and 2 February, 68 accepted refugees were transferred to Kilo 26 camp. There are 55 asylum-
seekers waiting for their interview. 
 
Deportation of Ethiopians from Eritrea 
On 2 February, two Ethiopians arrived in Wad Sharife to ask for asylum. One of these Ethiopians is 
recognized as a refugee in Eritrea. He has been in detention in Eritrea since March 2004 and has now been 
deported to Sudan. The asylum request in Eritrea of the other Ethiopian is still in the appeal procedure. He 
has been in detention in Eritrea since May 2005 and has also been deported to Sudan. UNHCR will follow up 
to ensure that they have proper access to the asylum procedure in Wad Sharife. A third Ethiopian, who 
received an order to leave the territory of Eritrea before 10 February, is expected to arrive in Wad Sharife. 
 
Resettlement 
Representatives of the Australian Embassy are concluding interviews of refugee applicants for resettlement 
this week in Khartoum. At least 165 persons or 35 families from east Sudan were invited to Khartoum to be 
interviewed. However, only 30 families made it there due to illness of the principal applicant of one family and 
the decision of four women to withdraw their resettlement application. The Embassy has so far accepted 16 
families or 78 individuals from the Gedaref area (seven families) and Um Gargour camp (nine families). 
These families are tentatively scheduled to depart in March to Australia. Meanwhile, the other refugees 
already selected by resettlement countries continue to secure all necessary documents, such as IDs and 
medical clearance, before departure. 
 
Unaccompanied minors 
Out of the 11 unaccompanied minors (all boys) living in Kilo 26, seven do not have any relatives in Sudan. 
UNHCR is trying to arrange care takers for them. UNHCR continues to facilitate family reunification for those 
minors who do have relatives in Sudan.       
 
As a part of the skills development training programme for unaccompanied minors, production of beds and 
hairdressing have started this week. An Arabic language course is also ongoing. An English language course 
will be started by one of the new arrivals who has an English teacher’s certificate.     
 
Vulnerability assessment  
An internal meeting with UNHCR staff and another meeting with NGO home visitors in Kilo 26 camp were 
held on the pilot vulnerability assessment conducted in Kilo 26 from November 2005 to January 2006. The 
initial findings were shared with the participants and recommendations on steps forward discussed. The 
recommendations included: 1) capacity building of the home visitors (primary actors in the assessment, 
identifying persons with specific needs and conducting the interviews); 2) capacity building of UNHCR staff 
and NGO coordinators; 3) establishment of a protected file and information system; 4) review of the referral 
system; and 5) intensification of the assessment implementation.   
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Outbreak of meningitis 
An outbreak of meningitis has been reported in the Kassala region. East Sudan lies in the Africa meningitis 
zone. Usually, there is a major outbreak of meningitis every eight years. The outbreak normally occurs 
between March and June, but this year it started unusually early. Among the 34 reported cases, 11 people 
have died so far (32.4 percent). A coordination task force has been established at the regional level with the 
participation of the Ministry of Health, UNHCR, WHO, UNICEF and health NGOs to assess the situation and 
prioritise intervention. Refugees will benefit from the resources available for the crisis, including training of 
clinicians on case management, training of lab technicians on specimen examination and reporting as well as 
a vaccination campaign against the disease. Mass education of the community on the spread of the disease 
and ways to prevent it is one of the priority activities in all camps.  
 
Water situation 
COR has erected a water tank with tap stands in Gulsa. In Hashaba, the cleaning of the borehole has failed 
and another appropriate water source needs to be identified. In Gergef, COR is testing the water in the 
existing well. Pending the results, the location for a new borehole as an additional source will be identified. In 
Abuda, one borehole has collapsed and the camp currently relies only on one borehole. The water 
distribution system has been extended to secure water to the health centre.  
 
Exemption of university tuition fees   
UNHCR had a meeting with Gedaref University to discuss exemption of tuition fees for refugee students for 
the next academic year starting in June. Gedaref University agreed to exempt tuition fees for a limited 
number of refugee students after interviewing the applicants.  
 
Youth centres 
Furniture production for the youth centres in Abuda and Um Gargour was finalized. Four girls and four boys 
had been selected by the youth committees to participate in the production. The centres are being provided 
with additional equipment (TV, video player, library books, etc.) during the week. 
 
 
Update on funding situation for East Sudan as at 2 February 2006 
2006 Requirements: US$ 13,045,950 
2006 Contributions: US$ 700,000 
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DDDAAARRRFFFUUURRR 
 
Security 
The overall security situation in West Darfur is deteriorating; tension is increasing at the border as more 
troops are deployed. The security phase in El Geneina remains phase IV, Amber level1.  
 
The situation in Jabel Marra locality remains volatile. It was reported that seven villages near Daya were 
burned and the compounds of three NGOs in Golo were looted after the staff were evacuated. Danish 
Refugee Council (DRC) left several of their vehicles behind when they were evacuated. Serious concern has 
been raised among the international community over reports of these vehicles being used by parties to the 
conflict as it has implications on the safety of humanitarian agencies that will go back to the area in the future.  
 
The reporting period also witnessed demonstrations protesting against the publication of a cartoon in the 
Danish media and replicated elsewhere in Europe which insults the prophet Mohamed. On 7 February, 
demonstrators set fire to the DRC compound in Zalingei. No casualties were reported and all DRC staff were 
evacuated to Nyala, South Darfur, on 8 February. The overall security situation in Nyala was relatively calm. 
However, the UN took precautionary measures to restrict staff movement during a demonstration on 2 
February by students from private schools in Nyala town protesting against the cartoon.  
 
Despite the deteriorating situation in Darfur, UNHCR has been operational in the phase III areas (Zalingei, 
Mukjar and Nyala) and has established a field office in Habila which will also cover activities in the Foro 
Baranga area. In El Geneina, UNHCR is operational and is covering protection and camp coordination 
activities with UN agencies and NGOs still on the ground.  
 
WEST DARFUR 
 
Inter-Sudanese peace talks on the conflict in Darfur 
In a press release, on 29 January, the African Union Special Envoy for Darfur and Chief Mediator, Dr. Salim 
Ahmed Salim, together with the entire AU mediation team, expressed deep concern over the recent 
escalation of violence in the Jebel Marra area, particularly in Golo and Shearia localities as well as in the 
Arminkol area in Kulbus locality. They expressed outrage at these ceasefire violations, which have occurred 
at a critical juncture in the Abuja peace process. The AU Special Envoy emphasized that there is no viable 
military solution to the Darfur conflict and that a political solution must be found around the negotiating table. 
At the same time, he called upon the AU Peace and Security Council and the UN Security Council to 
consider all appropriate measures to get the parties to comply with the commitments they had entered into 
previously. 
 
Arrivals in Kongo Haraza 
An NGO confirmed the arrival of up to 600 families in Kongo Haraza (between Beida and Masteri) since 
December 2005 due to increased attacks on the Chadian side of the border.  
 
Camp protection 
The number of reported incidents of assault, robbery and shootings in the IDP camps around El Geneina 
carried out by armed persons, both civilian and in military uniform from outside the camp, remains high. 
UNHCR has been attempting to investigate these incidents. It was reported that the decree issued by the 
West Darfur State Security Committee, signed by the Wali in October 2005, prohibiting the presence of 
armed military in IDP camps except for official reasons, is still in effect. Unfortunately, the decree is not being 
                                                 
1 The UN Department of Safety and Security (UNDSS) has categorized security phase IV into four levels: Blue, Green, Amber and 
Red. “Amber” entails a further reduction of staff; no movement outside the compound for re-locatable staff; minimum movement for 
Geneina national staff; and Government or AU physical armed protection of UN compounds. 
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enforced at the local level. UNMIS has been requesting a copy of the decree without success. The UN and 
NGOs agreed to raise this issue during the next meeting with the Wali. 
 
AU CivPol staff presence has increased, including the deployment of 12 staff to Krenek camp, who are 
currently undergoing training. In addition, plans are ongoing for the construction of a AU CivPol base in the 
camp. On average, the AU CivPol completes three patrols per night in the El Geneina camps. The AU CivPol 
is also expecting to receive 28 new vehicles soon. 
 
UNHCR has been liaising with camp coordinators in order to collect information regarding sites of firewood 
collection by IDPs in the camps around El Geneina. It was agreed that UNHCR would provide the AU with 
this information, which they can incorporate into their patrolling.  
 
Riyad camp  
It was reported that on 28 January a convoy of seven Government trucks discharged military at a checkpoint 
in the vicinity of Riyad camp near El Geneina. The military thereafter dispersed. Increased presence of armed 
men is observed in the camp, either entering the camp to purchase alcohol or just passing through. The 
production, sale and use of alcohol in the camp is contributing to general insecurity. UNHCR has initiated 
discussions with NGOs, IDPs and others regarding increasing security in the camp by establishing a 
perimeter fence around the camp to limit access by outsiders to the camp.  
 
Recently, a fire broke out in the camp, destroying over 100 shelters. The cause of the fire is still unknown, but 
there are no reports of injuries. UNHCR has been coordinating with WFP and Terre des Hommes in 
distributing supplementary food and non-food items to the affected families.  
 
Situation in Um Kher 
It was reported that the security situation around Um Kher in Wadi Saleh is deteriorating. Local Arab militia 
camps in the area have been re-activated and there is a significant increase of armed men.  Reports indicate 
that African tribal leaders in the area have been advised to “donate” one sack of grain per household to 
nomads. In addition, nomads are reportedly exacting a payment of 50,000 Sudanese dinars (about 220 US 
dollars) and forcibly recruiting 20 young men per tribe for military training.   
 
Mission to Jabel Marra (Nertiti) 
On 1-2 February, UNHCR participated in a joint mission to Jabel Marra (Nertiti) which included lengthy 
discussions with national authorities on the extraction of NGO vehicles left in Daya following the recent air 
evacuation. It took strong UN intervention to dissuade the national authorities of the belief that international 
NGOs had deliberately orchestrated the air evacuation as a means of leaving behind material resources for 
use by the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA). On 6 February, a number of vehicles belonging to GOAL were 
successfully extracted with the assistance of the AU at Sartoni. The current whereabouts of a DRC vehicle 
requisitioned by Government forces during the fighting in Golo remains unclear, although the Government 
has acknowledged that the vehicle is in their possession. The Area Security Management Team (ASMT) 
meeting of 2 February declared all areas of Jabel Marra east of Nertiti, with the exception of Saga and Gorne 
where Solidarites remains operational, as “no go” areas for the UN. The prohibition on UN travel extends to 
both road and helicopter access. Resumption of humanitarian activities in Jabel Marra remains under active 
consideration by the ASMT. 
 
New arrivals in Hamediya camp in Zalingei 
Eight families (35 individuals) arrived on 3 February to Hamediya camp, Zalingei, from Andro, a village in 
Abata rural. The new arrivals informed UNHCR that they had left Andro because of general insecurity in the 
area and cases of abuse, such as harassment and beating, by Arab nomads. According to them, more 
people from the same village are expected to arrive. 
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Meeting with HAC in Zalingei 
In Zalingei, the regular weekly meeting with the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) provided an opportunity 
for UNHCR to reiterate its willingness to support any return which may occur following a successful 
conclusion of the Nyagadoula reconciliation process. However, UNHCR underlined that a precondition for 
UNHCR involvement would be direct discussions with the affected IDP population to gauge their intentions. 
UNHCR is careful to avert any possibility of being co-opted into any sort of official solution that does not 
involve a strong IDP voice. 
 
Firewood collection in Zalingei camps  
UNHCR attended the weekly firewood meetings in Hamediya and Khamsadagaig camps in Zalingei. In 
Hamediya, over 60 women attended but only four of them had gone for the patrol. UNHCR reiterated the 
objective of the meeting, which was to know what went on during the patrol and brainstorm on possible 
improvement of the patrol, such as changing patrol routes. As only four out of 60 women in the meeting had 
gone for the patrol, UNHCR questioned the usefulness of the patrol to the women. In response, a number of 
issues came up – some of the women said that they prefer to buy firewood in town; some said they have 
found another source of livelihood; and others said that the women who went for the patrol had come back 
without problems so there was no reason for them to attend the meeting. It became clear that is a need to 
monitor the relevance and usefulness of the firewood patrol to assess the impact of the patrol on the women. 
In subsequent discussions with IRC, there was consensus on the continued value of firewood patrols, but 
also on the need to closely monitor their effectiveness to avoid that they become a routine to the exclusion of 
exploring other possibilities to meet the needs of IDP women. 
 
Population movements in the Mukjar area 
On 5 February, IDP community leaders visited the UNHCR office in Mukjar to inform UNHCR of the visit on 4 
February of two delegations of IDP Sheikhs. One delegation represented the population in Artala and Kubum, 
currently displaced in Kubum IDP camp. The delegates were concerned whether the IDP community in 
Mukjar would accept them, as some 380 families fear for their lives. The security situation in Kubum and the 
vicinity is worsening according to the Sheikhs, who suspect that their houses were intentionally burnt to force 
them to return to Artala. The Sheikhs feel that Mukjar is safer than Kubum due to international presence. This 
coincides with interviews conducted by UNHCR, which found that there were some genuine returns to Artala 
from Kalma camp and Khartoum for agricultural purposes, while the rest were not genuine returns. The 
UNHCR office in Mukjar is coordinating with the office in Nyala, which covers the area of Kubum, to verify 
and assess the situation. The IDP community leaders reported at the same meeting that a total of 30 families 
have left Dugdusa IDP camp near Um Labas and arrived in Mukjar. The biggest group arrived on 4 February 
traveling on a truck for about three hours, the distance being approximately 60 kilometres from Mukjar. The 
group originates from Mukjar and the community hosts them. UNHCR will conduct interviews with the 
returnees and will coordinate registration and verification. 
 
SOUTH DARFUR 
 
Displacement from Mershing 
Following the attacks on 23 and 24 January in Mershing by Arab militia where displacements caused 
secondary movements of IDPs, only a few IDPs agreed to return to Mershing despite Government efforts in 
convincing them to return. Some IDPs are concentrated in Manawashi and some proceeded to Nyala town. 
During its patrols, AU was able to talk to the IDPs, who indicated their wish not to return to Mershing, but 
move to a new camp.  
 
 
Update on funding situation for Darfur as at 2 February 2006 
2006 Requirements: US$ 33,000,000 (this figure is under review) 
2006 Contributions: US$ 3,400,334 


