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Humanitarian Community in Pakistan launches $537 
Million Response Plan 
 
Humanitarian organizations in Pakistan are requesting US$537 
million to respond to immediate needs such as food and shelter 
for vulnerable people in the North-West of the country. The 
Pakistan Humanitarian Response Plan (PHRP)  for 2010, which 
was launched on 9 February in Islamabad, covers a period 
of six months and has been established by UN humanitarian 
agencies and national and international NGOs in close 
consultation with the Government of Pakistan at provincial and 
federal levels.  

“We are expecting contributions from the international donor 
community, which will enable humanitarian organizations in 
Pakistan to continue their essential assistance in the North 
West Frontier Province (NWFP) and the Federally Administered 
Tribal Area (FATA) for at least another six months,” said the 
Humanitarian Coordinator for Pakistan, Martin Mogwanja, at 
the launch.

The PHRP will be used to coordinate activities and raise funds 
for the implementation of humanitarian projects in response to 
the needs of internally displaced persons (IDPs) who have fled 
hostilities in NWFP and FATA. The funds will also help support 
those who have returned to their areas of origin; those who 
never left them; and the families who opened their homes to host 
the internally displaced people. Other humanitarian activities 
in 2010 include reconstruction of damaged infrastructure 
including private homes, schools and health facilities and 
assistance to farmers who lost their crops due to hostilities and 
displacement.

As a large part of the vulnerable and affected population will 
be dependent on continued food assistance, $195 million will 
be required for food-related projects. This is the largest share 
of the requested funds (see graphic with breakdown of funding 
requirements per Cluster for 2010).

The “Most Likely Scenario” in Pakistan for 2010 provided 
by the PHRP remains bleak: “There will be a lack of a 
comprehensive peace in NWFP/FATA. Humanitarian, recovery 
and development activities in an insecure environment will 
characterize the working context for humanitarian workers in 
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2010. Limitations to humanitarian access will be a direct result 
of these circumstances, particularly in parts of the Malakand 
Division and most of FATA. Displacement and return patterns 
will fluctuate in those areas. Revenge actions by militants in 
cities of Pakistan will disrupt the working environment for the 
humanitarian community”.

Last year’s response plan enabled the humanitarian community 
to reach more than 4 million people in need of assistance. More 
than 20 Member States, including Pakistan, which is one of the 
few countries financially contributing to its own response plan, 
donated to the humanitarian cause. As of 31 December, the 
2008-2009 response plan was 71 percent covered. 

See http://oneresponse.info/Countries/Pakistan/

The Humanitarian Update is a monthly publication from OCHA’s Regional Office in Cairo, reporting on the main humanitarian events in the Middle East, North Africa and Central Asia. 
For more information on Iraq or oPt,  please visit www.ochairaq.org and www.ochaopt.org

OFFICE FOR THE COORDINATION OF HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS - OCHA

P.O.Box 1182, Maadi, United Nations OCHA ROMENACA, Phone: (+20) 2-751 5016, Fax:  (+20) 2-751 0125 • http://ochaonline.un.org/romenaca

* Other 

WASH

* Other includes Agriculture, Protection, Education, Nutrition, Coordination,
 Camp Managment, and Logistics.

Health

Total Requirements 
by Cluster

US$537
million

Food Assistance 

Shelter 
& NFIs

Community Restoration

 in this issue
P.2 Displacement of  Christ ians in Iraq

P.2 I ran : Par tners introduced to Emergency Response

P.3 Yemen: Ceasef ire i s  dec lared but humanitar ian

     
Funding Shor t fa l l  pers ists

P.4 Floods in Pakistan

P.4  Egypt : Government Repor t on fac ing F loods in the

     
Future

P.5  Syr ia  Drought Response P lan 2009-2010: Mid-Term  
Review publ ished 

 

7%
8%

14%

15%

36%

20%



Humanitarian Update February 2010

OFFICE FOR THE COORDINATION OF HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS - OCHA

P.O.Box 1182, Maadi, United Nations OCHA ROMENACA, Phone: (+20) 2-751 5016, Fax:  (+20) 2-751 0125 • http://ochaonline.un.org/romenaca 2

Displacement of Christians in Iraq
Some 720 Christian families have been displaced from Mosul 
in Ninewa governorate in Iraq (see map) following a series of 
deadly attacks by unidentified armed groups. As of 1 March 
2010, there were 4,320 people displaced. 

Protection remains a concern not least for the Christian 
families remaining in Mosul and there is a need for an 
immediate assessment of their protection needs.  

The incidents and direct threats against Christians in Mosul 
that triggered the displacement have left at least 12 people 
dead since the beginning of the year. Incidents have included 
the targeting of two buses transferring Christian students from 
Al Hamdaniyah to Mosul University as well as improvised 
explosive devices planted in the vicinity of churches and 
Christian communities. 
See www.ochairaq.org

Iran: Partners introduced to Emergency Response

A combined Humanitarian Reform and Cluster Approach 
workshop and Pandemic Influenza tabletop exercise was held 
in Tehran, Iran, on 23-25 February. The workshop targeted 
the United Nations country team and the main inter-agency 
emergency responders and was meant to kick start the 
process of reviewing the contingency plan for Iran. 

The participants were introduced to key elements of the 
Humanitarian Reform and the implications of the Cluster 
Approach in emergency operations, with an emphasis on the 
added value of coordination.  

The United Nations Resident Coordinator and the UN country 
team in Iran agreed to create a task force to follow up on the 
recommendations and prepare a revised contingency plan.  

In combination with the workshop, a Pandemic Influenza 
tabletop exercise was organised to enlighten the responders 
on the main aspects they will be required to deal with in an 
emergency.

The Governor of Ninewa has formed a committee, headed by 
the Director of Civil Defence, to address the humanitarian needs 
of the IDPs and oversee the response by the humanitarian 
community. This complements the efforts of the Committee for 
the Coordination of International Organizations, also based in 
the office of the Governor in Mosul.

The 720 displaced families are now primarily located in the 
districts of Al Hamdaniyah and Tilkaif in Ninewa governorate. 
They are being hosted in churches or with their extended 
families. 

UN humanitarian organizations (UNHCR, OCHA, IOM, UNICEF 
and WFP) have been meeting daily since 26 February 2010 
to monitor the situation and provide updates on figures and 
responses. Most of the immediate shelter, non-food items (NFI) 
and food needs of the IDPs have been met by UN agencies 
and NGOs in the areas of displacement, except for NFIs still 
needed in various locations in Al Hamdaniya district.

Regarding food and nutrition, the IDPs are largely dependent 
on support from host communities and the local market. WFP, 
through its cooperating partner Islamic Relief, has started the 
distribution of 50kg of wheat flour per family in a number of 
locations. Water, sanitation and health are not immediate 
challenges for the IDPs, as they are able to access local 
services. 
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Yemen: Ceasefire is declared but humanitarian 
Funding Shortfall persists

A ceasefire between the Government of Yemen and Al Houti 
armed groups in the north of the country came into effect 
on 11 February. This has raised hopes among humanitarian 
workers that security conditions will allow increased access 
to previously cut-off populations in need.

But money is running out for humanitarian organizations 
in Yemen. On 23 February, UNHCR – faced with an acute 
funding shortfall – saw no other alternative than to take out 
an internal loan of US$4.7 million to continue its programmes 
for some 250,000 internally displaced people (IDPs) until mid-
2010. 

According to UNHCR, this step was necessary to avoid 
scaling down or suspending the agency’s protection and 
assistance programme.

The weak donor response has threatened UNHCR’s 
operational capacity and efforts to register IDPs, to monitor 
their situation, and to address their humanitarian needs. 
Funds are also needed to expand the existing, already 
overpopulated IDP camps at Al Mazrak in Hajjah province 
and to build new ones in the north of the country, to provide 
tents and plastic sheeting as well as basic relief items such 
as blankets, mattresses, hygienic kits, etc. Some donors have 
however responded to the urgent call for funds. 

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has granted Dh50 million 
($13.6 million) to support the Mazraq 2 camp in Yemen which 
has been set up by the UAE Red Crescent.

UNHCR had towards the end of February received fewer 
than ten per cent of the needed funds while the overall 
Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan ($177 million), which 
includes all requirements in various sectors on humanitarian 
assistance, remains critically under-funded at less than 12 
percent at the end of February.

Al Mazrak Camp, Yemen, -December 2009- January 2010  |  Source: OCHA

Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan

12% 88%  US$177
Million

Funded RequirementsShortfall

Also WFP is considering an internal loan from its limited 
Immediate Response Account to the Yemen operation to 
mitigate pipeline breaks over the coming weeks and bridge 
the gap until additional funding is received (WFP Sa’ada 
Update, 14 February). Existing funding shortfalls have been 
exacerbated by the rapidly increasing caseload. The WFP 
operation is undergoing an expansion to absorb the ever-
increasing beneficiary number, likely requiring an additional 
$4.5 million, bringing the total shortfall through June to $9.9 
million. 

The ceasefire in Yemen will potentially open up areas which 
have so far been inaccessible to humanitarian workers as a 
result of the fighting and enable assistance to people who 
have been cut off from essential services since the outbreak 
of the sixth round of fighting in August 2009.

See also http://ochaonline.un.org/Yemen and www.unhcr.org
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Floods in Pakistan

Flash flooding affected several regions in the North of Pakistan 
in the beginning of February following months of drought. 
The Union Council of Hattian Bala near Muzaffarabad in 
Pakistan-administered Kashmir was particularly affected by 
the downpours. Zilzal Lake, which was originally formed by a 
landslide during the 2005 earthquake, burst and flooded large 
parts of the surrounding areas. Two children were reportedly 
killed in the floods in Hattian and continuous rainfall and 
heavy snow triggered several landslides that caused road 
blockages.

According to an assessment by the State Disaster Management 
Authority (SDMA), 34 families have been affected in Hattian 
Bala, while 239 houses were either completely or partly 
damaged in the nearby Union Councils of Chakkar and Sulmia. 
Hundreds were evacuated from the affected areas and are 
living with host families in nearby safer locations.

The floods also affected Swat district and, according to IOM, 
the Union Council of Khwazakhela saw the worst damage 
with 17 collapsed houses. In total, more than 40 houses were 
completely destroyed and almost 50 were partially damaged 
by the floods in Babuzai, Charbagh, Kabal, Khawazakhela 
and Mingora in Swat. Apart from continuous food support, 273 
evacuated families will be in need of temporary shelter, for 
which land has to be acquired. 

The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) has 
delivered food rations in Swat for 15 days as well as tents, 
blankets, jerry cans and tarpaulin sheets to 300 families. 
In addition, the Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS) has 
distributed around 50 kits containing a tent, blankets, hygiene 
kits, a stove and a tarpaulin sheet. UN-HABITAT has provided 
affected families with 250 blankets, 300 quilts, 100 plastic mats 
and 70 kitchen-sets. OCHA is coordinating the relief efforts in 
Swat in cooperation with the local authorities.

Egypt: Government Report on facing Floods in the 
Future

The Government in Egypt is looking into how to increase 
preparedness and reinforce infrastructure in the wake of 
the devastating flooding that hit the country in January. The 
Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources on 12 February 
gave a report to President Mubarak on efforts to protect 
citizens, public and private properties in the governorates of 
Sinai, Aswan and Red Sea from effects and dangers of floods 
in the future. 

Proposals include a re-evaluation of facilities and slums 
prone to flooding, amendment of the law on the prohibition of 
building in courses of floods and providing funds required for 
the immediate protection of the affected governorates at an 
estimated cost of EGP 200 million ($36.5 million). 

Zilzal Lake, Muzaffarabad, Pakistan, before it burst and flooded surrounding areas 
February  2010 |  Source: http://www.thearynews.com

Heavy rainfall in January caused floods in North Sinai, South Sinai, Red Sea and 
Aswan regions.
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Upcoming events: 

20 March  ֺ - PHCE Short Course. Facilitating the 
“Coordination” Module. In Beirut, Lebanon

21-25 March ֺ  - OCHA familiarization workshop and 
training to Humanitarian Forum agencies in Yemen

For more information, please contact:

Jens Laerke, OCHA Cairo, 0020195 558 662,

laerke@un.org

Humanitarian aid is crucial in saving lives and alleviating suffering until 
longer term solutions are found, Kristalina Georgieva, European Commissioner 
for Humanitarian Aid said announcing a US$509 million funding package to 
emergency response around the world. Photo: eurotribune.eu

European Commission allocates €375 Million in 
humanitarian Aid 

The European Commission has allocated €375.35 million 
($509 million) to help people facing humanitarian crisis 
in Africa, the Middle East, Asia and Latin America. For the 
MENACA region, a total of €91 million have been allocated to 
the Middle East (€58 million) and Afghanistan (€33 million). 

“There are many causes of humanitarian crises: extreme 
weather conditions and natural disasters like drought and 

floods, [but also] conflicts, epidemics, chronic food insecurity 
and poverty,” Kristalina Georgieva, European Commissioner 
for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis 
Response said.  “Humanitarian aid is crucial in saving lives and 
alleviating suffering until longer term solutions are found.” 

All funds are channelled through the Commission’s 
Humanitarian Aid department (ECHO). The Commission-funded 
humanitarian projects are implemented by non-governmental 
relief organisations, specialised UN agencies and the Red 
Cross/Red Crescent movement.

Of the total allocation, €15 million are for capacity-building 
programmes of UN agencies and international organizations 
to strengthen the overall humanitarian response. 

The Commission’s humanitarian budget for 2010 is more 
than €800 million. In the case of significant and unforeseen 
emergencies, it can request extra funding from the budgetary 
reserve. http://ec.europa.eu/echo/

23-25 March ֺ  - INSARAG Team Leader Meeting in Abu 
Dhabi, UAE

Syria Drought Response Plan 2009-2010: Mid-Term 
Review published 
 
The UN Country Team in Syria has undertaken a review of the 
Syria Drought Response Plan 2009-2010 (SDRP), which seeks 
funding for life-saving emergency assistance to drought-
stricken populations in north-eastern Syria. Some 1.1 million 
Syrians have been affected by a three-year drought that has 
devastated their livelihood and forced hundreds of thousands 
to migrate to urban areas where they face very difficult living 
conditions. 

The UN assistance focuses on providing a comprehensive 
package of food aid and agricultural inputs to farmers and 
herders, particularly in the area south of the town of Hassake, 
to support them to remain on their land and re-start agricultural 
work, particularly in view of the promising rainfall during the 
winter months.

The SDRP, prepared to complement and augment the 
assistance already put in place by the Government, continues 
to be very poorly funded. This impedes on the UN’s and the 
Qatari Red Crescent’s ability to serve all the persons in need. 
As of end of February 2010, the Drought Response Plan 
was only 29 percent funded out of a revised $43.6 million 
requested.


