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HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
1. In Zambia, 31 people have been killed and more 

than 600,000 affected by floods. A response funding 
gap of US$ 7.4 million has been identified, and 
partners have been officially requested to assist by 
identifying specific activities and sectors to support. 
A declaration of emergency is not expected.  

SITUATION OVERVIEW 
2. Regional: Throughout continental southern Africa, 

only the north-west corner of Angola is predicted to 
receive more than 50mm of rain per week over the 
next two weeks (see Maps 1 and 2). This 
precipitation should fall outside the catchment area 
of the Zambezi and Okavango basins, and not result 
in increased water flows into the rest of southern 
Africa.  

Map 1: Probability of 7-day total precipitation exceeding 
50mm, 14 – 20 April 2009 

 
Source: NOAA CPC 

 
3. The eastern coast of Madagascar is predicted to 

receive rainfall of more than 50mm during the week 
of 14 - 20 April 2009, although the probability of 
more than 50mm rainfall during the following week 
(21 - 27 April 2009) is significantly lower.   

Map 2: Probability of 7-day total precipitation exceeding 
50mm, 21 – 27 April 2009 

 
Source: NOAA CPC 

 
 

4. Most of southern Africa has a probability of receiving 
higher than average rainfall between April and June 
2009, which may still cause more localised and 
perhaps extensive flooding (see Map 3). Soil 
moisture is already very high, increasing chances of 
overland flow due to decreased infiltration.  

Map 3: SADC Rainfall Forecast: March – May 2009 

 Source: SADC DMC. Note: “A” indicates the probability of above-normal rainfall, “N” 

normal and “B” below normal 

5. Angola: Civil Protection has gained access to the 
municipalities of Calai, Dirico and Cuangar, in the 
province of Kuando Kubango, which has up to now 
been cut off by the floods.  

6. UNICEF is working to improve access to safe 
drinking water in affected areas, and, in conjunction 
with the Provincial Health Authority, has distributed 
food and non-food items (NFIs) to the affected 
population in the town of Ondjiva, capital of Cunene 
province. In partnership with Oxfam, UNICEF is also 
planning to provide water and sanitation facilities in 
the relocation camps.  

7. The International Organisation for Migration (IOM) 
has dispatched NFIs to the municipalities of 
Menongue and Calai in the province of Kuando 
Kubango. IOM and the Angola Red Cross have 
signed a collaboration agreement on material 
transport, storage and distribution, in order to 
improve the distribution of NFIs and shelter materials 
to 10,000 displaced persons in Cunene province.  

8. The World Health Organisation (WHO) will provide 
post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) kits for the 
prevention of HIV transmission in cases of rape in 
relocation camps in Cunene province. WHO has 
also dispatched staff to Moxico province
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the Ministry of Health (MoH) in a needs assessment 
exercise. The Exxon Mobil Foundation has donated 
medical supplies to the Angola Red Cross, and with 
Population Services International (PSI), is planning 
to distribute mosquito nets in Ondjiva.  

 

Table 1: Angola: Impact of flooding 

 
Source: Angola UNCT. Data partial and incomplete. NK means not 
known. *Affected includes displaced and those with some property or 
livelihood loss.  

 

9. Botswana: The village of Satau in the North-West 
district (bordering the Caprivi Strip) has been 
flooded, and 430 people have been evacuated. No 
further information is available. 

10. The water levels of the Okavango River are 
continuing to subside, although water supply pump 
stations at Mohembo and Sepopa in the North-West 
district are still submerged. At present, there is no 
request for international assistance.  

 

11. Madagascar: Cyclone Jade made landfall on 6 April 
2009 in the north-eastern part of Madagascar, 
moved south-east, and dissipated over the Indian 
Ocean. Ten people were killed and 37,126 affected, 
including 4,090 people left without shelter. 

12. While assessments of the impact of cyclone Jade 
are still ongoing, the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) has issued a warning that morbidity in 
affected areas may increase due to vector and 
water-borne diseases. Access to clean water is a 
concern, and an increase in cases of diarrhoea is 
being reported in the town of Maroantsetra in the 
north-eastern district of Analanjirofo. 

13. BNGRC (Bureau National de Gestion des Risques 
et Catastrophes, National Office for Disaster Risk 
Management) has prepared a list of food needs in 
affected areas. BNGRC has 50 bags of rice 
available in Maroantsetra, and ADRA (Adventist 
Development and Relief Agency) has rice available 
in Moramanga in the north-eastern district of Alaotra 
Mangoro. CRS (Catholic Relief Services) has also 
pre-positioned food in the town of Farafangana, in 

the south-eastern district of Atsimo Atsinana. 
MEDAIR, in collaboration with local authorities, is 
supporting the re-establishment of access to safe 
water, and distributing 2,000 WASH (water, 
sanitation and hygiene) kits for hygiene promotion, 
in six affected communities. Authorities have stated 
that they can provide fuel for logistical support, and 
have already provided corrugated iron for shelters, 
as well as mattresses and food, to affected areas. 

14. According to the BNGRC, no new cyclones are 
expected in the next two weeks. However, heavy 
cloud formation on the eastern coast, which could 
result in rainfall, is being monitored. 

15. Malawi: No new information available. For latest 
information please see Southern Africa Floods and 
Cyclones Situation Report No. 3. 
 

16. Mozambique: Water levels in all river basins remain 
below warning levels and are decreasing. There 
have been no new reports of flooding. The situation 
is being closely monitored. 

 

17. Namibia: Over 350,000 people have been affected 
by floods, with 92 deaths and 54,581 displaced. Of 
those displaced, 16,394 have been moved to 
relocation camps. An estimated 544,114 people are 
at risk of long-term food insecurity over the 2009/10 
period.  

18. A UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination 
(UNDAC) mission (which ended 8 April 2009) 
reported humanitarian needs in shelter, water and 
sanitation, health and food, both in relocation camps 
and in affected communities. A detailed report of 
needs per affected region (Cuvelai basin, Kavango, 
and Caprivi) has been presented to Government and 
the United Nations Country Team (UNCT). A 
meeting of technical staff will take place on 16 April 
2009 to discuss the response.  

19. The Government of Botswana has donated US$ 
60,000 of NFIs, and the United States Government 
has made US$ 350,000 available to UNICEF for 
WASH activities. 

 

20. Zambia: The Zambia Vulnerability Assessment 
Committee (ZVAC) Report on the March 2009 floods 
has been released. The assessment found that 31 
people have been killed and 614,814 affected in 18 
districts in five provinces, either through 1) loss of 
life, crops, livestock, and houses; 2) decreased 
access to social amenities such as schools or 
hostels; or 3) increased exposure to conditions 
conducive to the outbreak of water-borne diseases. 
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An estimated 78 households (468 people) have 
been displaced.    

21. The floods have severely affected food security, with 
an estimated 203,483 people now requiring a total of 
1,696 metric tons of food aid over the next two 
months (April – May 2009). Flooding has also 
caused extensive damage to infrastructure, with 14 
roads partially damaged, five bridges and four 
culverts destroyed, and many routes waterlogged. 
Education has also been affected, mainly due to the 
inaccessibility of schools.  There are generally low 
incidences of water-borne diseases, although most 
protected water sources have been damaged, 
forcing the affected population to drink from flooded 
rivers. More than 50 percent of affected districts 
indicated that their water sources are now 
susceptible to contamination.  

22. The assessment report contains detailed 
recommendations on response requirement in the 
sectors of infrastructure, health, water and 
sanitation, agriculture, food security and shelter. 
Funding shortfalls, for which the government 
requires assistance, have also been calculated (see 
Table 2).  

Table 2: Zambia: Summary of Financial Requirements of 
Flood Response 

 
Source: Zambia DMMU. This summary represents actual funding gap 
– available resources have already been considered before arriving at 
these figures. *This figure only a partial estimate of requirements of the 
Zambia Road Development Agency (RDA). Awaiting technical 
assessment report from RDA Agency and the Ministry of Education.  

 

23. Partners, which include donors, UN Agencies, 
International Organisations, NGOs and 
governments, have been officially requested to 
assist by identifying specific activities and sectors to 
support, as laid out in the response recommendation 
of the ZVAC report. A declaration of emergency is 
not expected.  

24. An in-depth assessment of affected areas will 
commence in early May 2009, when waters will have 
subsided.  

 

 

Funding 

25. For the latest information regarding funding, please 
visit OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service (FTS) at 
http://ocha.unog.ch/fts2/. 

 

END. 
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