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Overview 
 

Earthquake Caseload:                 2 million people 
Cost of WFP Earthquake operations in Haiti: US$279 million (Food operations US$246 million, Logistics 

US$33 million) 
Time frame:         January to July 2010 
WFP Staff in Haiti:                                              225 + 40 surge staff (between Haiti and Dominican Rep.) 
 

The Current Situation in Haiti 
 

 Due to the 7.0 scale earthquake which hit Haiti at 1700 hours local time, there is extensive damage to much of 
the city of Port-au-Prince. The WFP warehouse in Port au Prince is now further damaged as a result of recent 
aftershocks. Strong aftershocks continued on 16 and 17 January. 
 

 There is very limited water, food supplies and fuel in the capital. Electricity and telecommunication have been 
cut-off. WFP staff now have access to radio communication. There are beginning to be very limited ad hoc 
sales of fruits and vegetables, but access to staple foods remains extremely difficult.  

 
 One WFP local staff member is confirmed dead. All remaining national and international staff are accounted 

for.  
 

WFP Response 
 

 Food distributions continue to scale up and will rise exponentially in the coming days. WFP distributions 
included High Energy Biscuits, as well as jerry cans and water purification tablets from the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM), to a total of 33,500 people in Port au Prince and Jacmel on 16 January and 
38,000 people on 17 January. WFP is providing people with a seven-day requirement to help meet needs in 
this initial phase.  



 
 WFP has identified four food distribution sites to serve the 14 settlement areas that government has indicated. 

On 17 January, an additional 20,000 earthquake affected people received food assistance from the local 
government, and the Dominican Republic assisted a further 20,000 people. 

 
 On 17 January, teams were dispatched to assess the security and infrastructure needs of these sites and WFP 

hopes to start distributions there imminently. 
 

 WFP has called upon its stand-by arrangements with the Norwegian Refugee Council to deploy four mobile 
kitchens and their teams to start an emergency wet feeding programme in Port au Prince. This team and its 
equipment will be airlifted from Norway to the area of intervention and have a capacity to provide 40,000 hot 
meals per day. In parallel, WFP is also mobilising mobile field bakeries and their teams.  

 
 WFP is heading the in-country Food Aid, Logistics and Emergency Telecommunications clusters. Contacts in 

Port au Prince are: Food: Raoul Balletto (raoul.balletto@wfp.org); Logistics: (Andrew.stanhope@wfp.org) and 
Emergency Telecommunications: Dane Novarlic (Dane.Novarlic@wfp.org).   

 
 WFP has dispatched 40 additional staff to provide logistics, telecommunications, programme, security and 

administrative support, staff counselors and the WFP medical officer.   
 

 The WFP emergency telecommunications personnel have set-up an Inter Agency cybercafé to provide email 
access to the humanitarian community. In addition, the Emergency Telecommunications support team has 
established basic voice and data communications. The local radio room is starting to function and radios are 
being provided to telecommunications focal points in the humanitarian community.   

 
 UNHAS established a passenger service from Santo Domingo to Port-au-Prince. The first flight took place on 

17 January. As of next week UNHAS will operate two flights per day from Monday to Thursday  
 

 Three Mobile Storage Units have already arrived in Haiti and another ten are being shipped to supplement the 
storage capacity in Port-au-Prince. 

 
 The 200 person base camp donated by Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Finland and Estonia for the humanitarian 

community arrived in Santo Domingo on 17 January. Onward delivery to Port-au-Prince will take place on 18 
January.  

 

Resourcing Update  
 

 WFP has prepared an Emergency Operation to provide immediate support to an estimated two million people, 
including ready to eat foods, such as high-energy biscuits, MREs (meals ready to eat) and HDRs (humanitarian 
daily rations). This operation is valued at US$246 million. Confirmed funding to date amounts to US$52.4 
million, leaving an estimated shortfall of US$193.6 million. In addition, the United States has provided an in-
kind contribution of 600,000 HDRs. 

 
 WFP has prepared two Special Operations to support logistics augmentation and coordination, as well as 

emergency telecommunications for the humanitarian community and aviation support. These two operations 
are valued at a total of US$33 million. Confirmed funding to date amounts to US$6 million, leaving a shortfall of 
US$27 million. 

 
 In light of the current situation, WFP is appealing to member states for the immediate provision of in-kind 

national stocks of ready to eat foods such as MREs and HRDs and appropriate logistics assets. 
 
 

 


