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The Regional Humanitarian 

Funding Update provides a quar-

terly overview of funding levels 

and trends in the countries of 

the Middle East, North Africa 

and Central Asia region, mainly 

based on data reported to the 

Financial Tracking Service (FTS). 

The FTS is a global, real-time 

database that records all report-

ed international humantiarian 

aid, including that for UN agen-

cies, NGOs, the Red Cross/Red 

Crescent Movement, bilateral 

aid, in-kind aid, and private dona-

tions. All FTS data are provided 

by donors or recipient organi-

sations. Reporting is easy and 

it provides visibility for every-

one. More importantly, a well 

defined picture of needs and gaps 

contributes to a more coordi-

nated approach to humanitarian 

assistsance and helps to iden-

tify where funding gaps exist. 

For more information, please 

visit http://ocha.unog.ch/fts

OCHA does not claim that the figures 

in this Update are fully comprehensive.
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The flood disaster in Pakistan raised the combined requirements of humanitarian appeals   »
and response plans in the MENACA region from US$2.91 billion in the second quarter to 
nearly $4.86 billion in the third quarter. This is a 67 per cent increase. 

The United States is the largest single donor to the Pakistan Flood Plan followed by   »
Saudi Arabia, the United Kingdom, the European Commission and private individuals and 
organizations.

Countries in the MENACA region have reportedly provided $457.9 million in humanitarian   »
aid in 2010, an increase from $140 million at the end of the second quarter. The top 
beneficiary countries are Pakistan, Haiti and Iraq. The largest donors in the region are the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates and Turkey.

The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) allocated $30 million during the third   »
quarter to the flood response in Pakistan alone. One fifth of CERF allocations worldwide 
have been absorbed by countries in the MENACA region so far in 2010.
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More on the status of appeals on   http://www.reliefweb.int/fts

* Does not include uncommiteed pledges

Shortfall Total: US$ 2.715 BillionContributed * Total: US$ 2.142 Billion

US$ Million

Overall requirements, funding and gaps per appeal  third quarter-2010 | US$ million
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 Funding Flows from the MENACA Region in 2010

Aid Flows from the MENACA Region by Donor Aid Flows from the MENACA Region by Recipient
As of 20 October 2010
Amount in Million US$

As of 20 October 2010
Amount in Million US$, only amounts over $50,000

US$ 457,903,376
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On 17 September, just under two months since the 
onset of the flooding in Pakistan, the UN and its partners 
launched the revised response plan for nearly US$2 
billion to provide aid for up to 14 million people over a 
12-month period. 

The appeal has 483 projects to be carried out by 15 
United Nations bodies, the International Organization 
for Migration (IOM), and 156 national and international 
NGOs.

The appeal folds in the earlier Pakistan Initial Floods 
Emergency Response Plan of $459.7 million, launched 
on 11 August.

The floods in Pakistan have affected more than 20 million 
people (more than 10 per cent of the total population). 
Pakistan’s development prospects may be disrupted 
for many years and the damage to the economic 
infrastructure and livelihoods is immense. Farmers who 
lost their crops and who are not able to plant their fields 
by November are likely to remain dependent on aid until 
well into 2012. 

Pakistan Flood Plan triples in Size 
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Private people around the world, including in the Gulf 
countries, showed remarkable generosity and raised 
millions of dollars to support the humanitarian response 
in Pakistan:

• The campaign of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques 
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia raised $26.7 million for relief 
commodities such as wheat and tents for the people of 
Pakistan.
• In the United Arab Emirates, the Red Crescent Authority 
(RCA) raised over $23 million in donations during a six-day 
nationwide telethon dubbed “Awnakum”, Arabic for Your Help. 
• In Kuwait, a fundraising campaign involving civil society, private 
sector and individuals raised $15.5 million.
• Funds raised by charitable organizations in Qatar reached 
$5.5 million.
• In Iran, a nation-wide campaign in mid-September raised $2 
million worth of in-kind donations and cash through mainly 
Iranian Red Crescent Society. 

Elsewhere in the world large sums were also collected from 
individuals: 
• In the United Kingdom the Disasters Emergency Committee 
raised $91.6 million to be channeled to NGOs and the British 
Red Cross.
• Private donations collected by Swiss Solidarity/Chaine du 
Bonheur foundation reached $36 million to be channeled 
through Swiss Red Cross and NGOs.

Private Donations to Pakistan
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Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF): Third Quarter 2010

On 2 August, as the magnitude of the flooding in Pakistan was becoming increasingly clear, the UN Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon announced that $10 million from the Rapid Response window of the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) 
would be allocated to urgent humanitarian response. Four days later, the first submission for funds arrived in the CERF 
Secretariat in New York. 

As the crisis continued to unfold, the UN Emergency 
Relief Coordinator (ERC), John Holmes at the time, 
decided to increase the allocation to $16.6 million. The 
money was allocated to nine UN agencies to kick-start 
12 life-saving projects in the sectors of shelter and non-
food items, water and sanitation, food aid, food security, 
nutrition, health and rubble removal.

On the 16 August, John Holmes announced that 
additional $10 million would be added to support 
critical elements of the response in Pakistan. Also this 
amount was later increased, and projects for a total of 
$13.4 million were approved. 

One month later, on 13 September, the incoming ERC 
Ms. Valerie Amos, having just returned to New York 
from a field mission to some of the worst affected areas 
in Pakistan, announced a third allocation of $10 million 
from the CERF Rapid Response fund. This allocation 
will target priority gaps in key sectors in the southern 
province of Sindh where the crisis remains acute. 
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The major part of this allocation - which is currently being finalized - will address excess mortality and morbidity through 
support to projects in the sectors of water and sanitation, health, nutrition and food.

Prior to the flooding, Pakistan had received $9.8 million from the CERF for assistance to internally displaced persons. Total 
CERF support to Pakistan in 2010 has thus reached $39.8 million.

For countries across the entire MENACA region, a total of nearly $79.4 million have been allocated so far in 2010, representing 
21 per cent of CERF allocations worldwide. The countries are Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and 
Yemen.

Contributions to CERF from countries in the MENACA region remain unchanged at $895,000 since the beginning of July. Of 
this amount, over one third remains unpaid pledges.

CERF Allocations by Country (2010) - Summary 

Contributions to CERFPledges to CERF

US$ 229,539
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 Why Education matters in Humanitarian Disasters
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Donor Support to OCHA in 2010

The Regional Office in Cairo, including the Sub-regional Office 
in Almaty, Kazakhstan, is supported by Azerbaijan, Canada, 
Portugal, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Sweden, 
United Kingdom and the United States.

OCHA ROMENACA wishes to thank its donors and invite 
others to support the core functions of the Regional Office.

UNICEF advocates the right to education for all children, 
everywhere. In times of conflict or natural disasters, in 
particular, UNICEF believes that education is more than a right. 
It is a life saver.

Getting children back to school quickly during or after a crisis 
is an effective way to provide them with the essential health and 
nutrition services they need. School also helps children recover 
a sense of routine and thus mitigates the psychosocial impact 
of conflict and disasters. It teaches them essential life-skills like 
how to protect themselves from the dangers of landmines or 
the threat of diseases or abuse.

While in school, children are safer from the risks of abduction, 
recruitment into fighting groups, sexual exploitation, trafficking 
and labour. 

Time and again it has been demonstrated how disasters can 
provide an opportunity to build back better and to benefit 
populations that have previously been out of reach or 
marginalized. In places like northern Yemen or Darfur, school 
tents in camps for the internally displaced are attended by 
children who have never been to school before. That is the 
silver lining of emergencies. 

Because of these merits, humanitarian agencies now increasingly 
see education as integral to the emergency relief effort. 
UNICEF’s Core Commitments for Children in Humanitarian 
Action clearly outline what actions need to be taken before, 
during and after an emergency strikes to ensure that schooling 
in not interrupted. 

But this recognition has not been matched by adequate 
awareness on the part of the international donor community. 
As the statistical analysis on this page shows, the education 
cluster is underfunded in all the region’s emergency appeals. 
Whether in Iraq, the occupied Palestinian territory or Yemen, a 
quarter or less of the funding needs have been met.

With some notable exceptions, many donors still view 
education as secondary - rather than equal - to vaccination, 
nutrition and other health interventions. 

Deeper awareness and stronger, more concrete commitment 
by the international donor community is urgently needed 
to ensure that the merits of education in emergencies are 
translated into results for children.
UNICEF’s Core Commitments for Children in Humanitarian 
Action http://www.unicef.org/publications/index_21835.html

This article was contributed by UNICEF Regional Office for the Middle East 
& North Africa
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Shortfall Total: US$ 210 Million

Total: US$ 47 MillionTotal resources available*

*Carry-over + Contributions + Commitments (NOT pledges)
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Funding of Education Clusters in Appeals 2010

OCHA is financially supported by the following countries 
(in alphabetical order): Afghanistan, Australia, Austria, Belgium, 
Canada, China, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, 
Ireland, Japan, Luxembourg, Monaco, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Norway, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, 
Singapore, Sweden, Switzerland, United Arab Emirates and the 
United States.


