
 

For immediate release 

 

Striving to save lives and bringing hope to 
natural and man‐made disasters. 

International Disaster Response updates, March 28, 2011 ‐ HOPE worldwide 

 

HOPE worldwide is appreciative to many partners and supporters that have come forward 
asking of what we can all do to help save the lives of people living in troubled time due to natural 
disasters and man‐made disasters. 

 

Japan Tsunami & Earthquake 

The March 11, 2011 earthquake measured at 9.0 Richter scale and a tsunami brought extensive 
damage to a nation considered one of the most prepared countries in such natural disaster. As reported 
by ADRC, The Government of Japan has published casualties as follow: 

Casualties as of March 26, 2011 
Prefecture Dead Missing Displaced 

Iwate 3,092 4,878 43,728 

Miyagi 6,097 6,237 86,927 

Fukushima 855 5,934 86,308 

Others 58 4 29,146 

Total 10,102 17,053 246,109 

Source: Japan's Emergency Disaster Response Headquarters 

 

Victims are staying in shelters in the winter temperatures as 18,649 houses are reported to be destroyed 
and another 116,835 houses damaged as reported by IFRC. Efforts to provide assistance has been 
limited the damages in the Fukushima nuclear power plant where radiations are taking place. Time is 



limited as many are still trying to survive with limited supplies, uncertain future, and possible worse 
nuclear radiation impact. 

HOPE worldwide Japan has taken action by mobilizing volunteers in delivering some assistance in food, 
water, and shelter. The need is great as the country is also in fear and buying the already limited 
supplies of food, water, and basic necessities. 

Kato Atsushi, Director of HOPE Worldwide Japan reported on March 25, 2011:  
“The earthquake that caused devastating damage on March 11 has at 

presently resulted in over 20,000 people either dead or missing.  As you well 
know, this country has not experienced this kind of devastation ever.  In the 
areas that were hit hardest, gas, water, and electricity are still not 
available and many are waiting for food and clothing to arrive in very cold 
winter weather.   In Northeast Japan the temperatures reach below freezing at 
night and there are areas that still have quite a bit of snow.  The national 
government is working very hard to extend help to those in need and we are 
seeing some signs of progress though they are very limited right now.  There 
are many reasons that the rescue efforts have been slow and difficult.  First 
is that the damage from the earthquake extends over a few 100 kilometers 
throughout Japan, especially along the eastern seaboard. Secondly the damaged 
caused by the huge tsunami was far more that anybody imagined possible.  
Thirdly,  the  spread  of radiation due to the nuclear power  plants  that  
were  damaged  by  the  tsunami  have  complicated the situation.  Though  we  
are  seeing  small steps toward recovery, even now, aftershocks  continue,  
power,  food  and gasoline remain at a shortage and news  about  the  
radiation contaminating even our drinking water in Tokyo have  us still very 
nervous and scared. Please continue to pray for us that this situation will be 
improved quickly. 

In  the  midst  of  this crisis, the leaders of HOPE Worldwide Japan met 
together  and  discussed  with  Tokyo Church of Christ leaders what we can do 
to help those  who  have  been  devastated  by  this earthquake. We have 
decided to organize our own relief efforts at HOPE Worldwide Japan. So we 
would like to ask brothers and sisters from around the world to donate to help 
our relief efforts.  We believe that many people will be helped as a result of 
your giving.  

Our plan is to focus our efforts on one area and provide long term 
assistance to the people of that area by sending volunteer teams to meet needs 
of the survivors, provide emotional support for the children through our play 
therapy program, and provide food and supplies to those who are in the shelter 
homes. Thank you so much for all your love and support!” 
 

Ivory Coast’s crisis and conflicts 

Over‐shadowed by the nuclear radiation in Japan and Libya’s crisis, Ivory Coast’s man‐made 
disaster is reaching to a million lives displaced. The political conflict that leads to 2 Presidents in power is 
boiling conflicts and casualties. UNHCR reported that up to 462 people have been killed in the conflict 
while about 1 million people displaced in the city of Abidjan. 

In a meeting with John Ging, Director of the Coordination and Response (UN OCHA), HOPE 
worldwide’s International Disaster Response Coordinator (Charles Ham) reported that there is a strong 
sense that this disaster is being overlook by media and its impact. Efforts to provide assistance for this 
will have to struggle in raising the funds needed. However, the efforts should not lose faith as it is the 
right thing to do. 



HOPE worldwide is working hard in Ivory Coast, Ghana, and Togo providing food, shelter, and 
basic needs for thousands displaced in the countries. Working with local churches and local partners, 
the displaced are being helped and counseled as they struggle to go through the challenges. 

An estimated of US$200,000 is needed to provide life‐saving supplies, shelter, and psychosocial 
supports for at least 2,000 people. Your involvement and participation is crucial for the lives we are 
serving. 

 

Indonesia’s earthquake, tsunami & flashflood 

The ring of fire experienced 3 disasters in a short period of time in 2010; a tsunami in Mentawai 
Island, Flash Flood in West Papua, and Volcanic eruption in Central Java. HOPE worldwide teams 
continue to serve families through health, psychosocial, disaster education, school kits, and 
fishing/farming kits (livelihood).  Along other development programs, HOPE worldwide is training over 
6,000 school teachers in disaster risk reduction, equipping them with modules and teaching kits to train 
up to half a million children in preparing for disasters. 

 

Haiti Earthquake 

After a devastating earthquake that hit Haiti a year ago, one of world’s already poorest nations, 
HOPE worldwide worked hard to provide lifesaving reliefs. When media has left the country while the 
people are still striving to survive Cholera epidemic and extremely slow recovery, HOPE worldwide has 
started a housing project with a local partner in an effort to provide long term shelter for the people 
impacted where they can re‐0start their lives toward a better future. 

 

Pakistan Flood 

The 2010 Pakistan massive flood has been long forgotten by many. However, HOPE worldwide 
team is working hard to provide basic supplies and food security to families on the ground. 

  

Bringing hope and changing lives 

HOPE worldwide is deeply committed to the ongoing service of disaster relief. Great needs of 
funding to be collected and distributed as needs are specified and resources lacking. Disasters do not 
take attention of nations and its people. Where disasters strike (whether a natural or man‐made 
conflicts) the vulnerable populations suffers the most; innocent children, women, and older people. 
Even young, strong, and able body men are impacted by these disasters. 

 



Your Support is Crucial 

As a relief and development non‐governmental organization, HOPE worldwide is also striving 
hard to balance the needs of those highlighted by media, but also those suffering in 74 nations we serve 
in the last 20 years. Children are suffering from TB, HIV/AIDS, malaria, lack of education  , access to basic 
health care, and many other complex condition that are boiling to explode into another disaster. 

Your contribution through our works of bringing hope and changing lives is extremely crucial to 
many lives. Your company may also want to contribute to what you are giving. Your friends may want to 
know what you are supporting. And your neighbors may want to invest in a better life for the people in 
need. Let us not to grow weary, as families will be impacted by the opportunities we are providing 

 

For further information or inquiry, please contact us at: 
HOPE worldwide 
353 W. Lancaster Avenue, Suite 200, Wayne, PA, 19087 
Telp: 1‐610‐254‐8800, fax: 1‐610‐254‐8989   
Website:  www.hopeww.org 
 
Ms. Mandy Jordan, development officer   
Email: ‐ mandy_jordan@hopeww.org  
 
Mr. Charles Ham, international disaster response coordinator 
Email: ‐ charles_ham@hopeww.org   
Cell +628161834574 
 

 

 


