
Education in Danger Monthly News Brief – August 2020 Page 1 

Education in Danger  
Monthly News Brief 

 

Africa 
Burkina Faso 
08 August 2020: Between Ouagarou and Matiacoali, Matiacoali 
department, Gourma province, five people, including an NGO worker, a 
school director, a mason, a martial arts practitioner, and a driver were 
abducted by suspected JNIM militants. All were released the following day. 
Sources: ACLED1 and Burkina24 
 
Cameroon 
13 August 2020  (DoA): In Yaounde, four teachers were arrested after 
going on hunger strike at the Ministry of Basic Education following failed 
attempts to bargain with authorities. They were later released.* Source: 
Mimi Mefo Info 
 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
27 August 2020: In Katanga village, Masisi territory, North Kivu province, 
two teachers were kidnapped and at least two students were killed in an 
attack by militiamen on Ngoyi Primary School - a national primary school 
leaving test cente (TENAFEP) as the students were preparing to take their 
test. Security forces repsonded and violent clashes followed.* Sources: 
Actualite, Al Jazeera, Christian Today, Reuters and UNICEF 
 
30 August 2020: In Isiro town, Rungu territory, Haut-Uele province, a 
building where 30 students were taking their final primary school tests was 
broken into by a group of unidentified armed men who raped either one or 
multiple girls, as well as stealing phones and other goods from students.* 
Sources: Actualite,  Le Figaro and The Defense Post 
 
Ethiopia 
01 August 2020: In Boke, West Hararghe zone, Oromia region, a teacher 
accused of organizing demonstrations in the area was shot and killed by 
federal forces. Source: ACLED1 
 
Mali 
02 August 2020: At Alwalidji village, Dire town, Tombouctou region, a 
teacher was shot and wounded by unidentified gunmen.* Source: 
ACLED1  
 
Nigeria 
09 August 2020: Between Danacha and Sabongida villages, Gassol LGA 
area, Taraba state, the proprietor of Winner Comprehensive High School 
was killed by gunmen when he was returning from Abuja. Sources: 
Emergency Digest and The Guardian Nigeria 
 
24 August 2020: In Danba-Kasaya village, Chikun LGA, Kaduna state, 
armed men invaded the Prince Academy, killing a man whose house was 
close to the school and abducting a female teacher and seven students 
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This section covers events affecting schools and teachers.                                         
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Attacks on Schools 2020 
Since the pandemic was 
declared, the overall 
number of violently 
damaged schools declined. 
However, violence against 
school buildings remains a 
concern in Burkina Faso, 
Mozambique, Ukraine, and 
Yemen. Read more 
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during a wider assault on the village. Material damage was reported. The perpetrators demanded a 
collective ransom to release victims.* Sources:  ACLED1, Nigeria Security Tracker and Premium Times 
 
Uganda 
18 August 2020: Near Koranorya neighbourhood, Mbarara district, a young lecturer running for a 
parliamentary seat was shot and wounded by the Uganda National Roads authority as the truck he was 
riding in had driven past an unclearly marked checkpoint. One of the drivers was killed. The police were 
dispatched to arrest the officer. Source: ACLED1 
  

Asia 
Bangladesh 
01 August 2020: In Gopalpur Upazila area, Tangail province, a professor and local leader of Awami 
League was killed by unidentified perpetrators. Source: ACLED1 
 
India 
03 August 2020: In Mananpur village, Lakhisarai, Bihar, a teacher and two civilians were reportedly 
abducted from their homes by Communist Party of India-Maoist (CPI-Maoist) cadres. They released one 
of the hostages a day later. Source: ACLED1 
 
Nepal 
29 August 2020: At Tilpungdanda locality, Tinpatan Rural Municipality, Sindhuli district, the head teacher 
of Bhimsen Basic School was abducted by 15 people claiming to be cadres of the banned CPN-Maoist 
group. The victim was released 4 hours later with the help of locals and the police. The police arrested 
one suspect. Source: Nepal Monitor 

Middle East and North Africa 
Lebanon 
04 August 2020: In Beirut, a massive explosion that rocked the entire city destroyed 120 schools. Source: 
ABC 
 
Syrian Arab Republic 
02 August 2020: In Jileen village, Daraa governorate, a male professor in electrical engineering at 
Damascus University was reportedly shot and killed by unknown gunmen. Source: SNHR 
 
08 August 2020: In Al-Hasakeh city, Al-Hasakeh  governorate, a school was raided by QSD forces who 
also attacked and injured three IDPs.* Source: ACLED1 
 
Yemen 
01 August 2020: In Taizz city and governorate, a soldier was killed when a device exploded near a military 
headquarters and the Neama Rassam School. Three others were also wounded in the explosion.* Source: 
The New Arab 
 
17 August 2020: In Al Hali district, Al Hudaydah governorate, the Faculty of Engineering was hit by artillery 
shells.* Source: Civilian Impact Monitoring Project (CIMP) 
 
20 August 2020: in Al Jabziyah, Al Maafer district, a teacher was reportedly fatally shot by fighters of the 
Abu al Abbas militia while walking in the street. Source: ACLED1 

The Americas 
Haiti 
28 August 2020: In Petion-Ville, Ouest, a well-known lawyer, professor, and head of the Port-au-Prince 
Bar Association was shot dead at his residence hours after publicly criticizing the government. Three days 
of national mourning were declared by President Moise in response to the professor’s assassination. 
Sources: ACLED1, Alterpresse I, Alterpresse II, Alterpresse III and Alterpresse IV 
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https://www.cfr.org/blog/nigeria-security-tracker-weekly-update-august-22-28
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/regional/nwest/410605-gunmen-attack-kaduna-school-kill-man-kidnap-students-teacher.html
https://acleddata.com/
https://acleddata.com/
https://acleddata.com/
https://nepalmonitor.org/reports/view/30917
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-08-16/coronavirus-outbreak-hits-beirut-after-deadly-blast-lebanon/12561742
http://sn4hr.org/sites/news/2020/08/28/professor-killed-unknown-gunmen-jilleen-village-daraa-suburbs-august-2/
https://acleddata.com/
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2020/8/2/soldier-killed-in-explosion-near-school-in-yemens-taiz
https://civilianimpactmonitoring.org/
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Africa 
Burundi 
Around 10 August 2020: Near the Jiji River, Bururi province, the body of a student that was attacked and 
killed by an unidentified armed group at an unspecified date was found. Source: ACLED1 
 
Cameroon 
11 August 2020: At a crossroad some 300 metres away from the Government Bilingual High School 
Bamenda, Bamenda city, Mezam department, Northwest region, armed separatists shot and injured a 
student in an attempted kidnapping prior to his partaking in a GCE ordinary examination.* Source: Mimi 
Mefo Info 
 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
16 August 2020: Near Ndunda town, Uvira territory, South Kivu province, two students along with three 
other civilians were kidnapped while on their way to town to study by FNL Nzabampema armed men who 
later demanded a 4,000 USD ransom for their release.* Source: La Prunelle 
 
27 August 2020: In the locality of Katanga, Masisi territory, North Kivu province, a militia attack on FARDC 
positions near Ngoyi Primary School resulted in the death of a male and two other people and prevented 
over 300 students from taking their exams.* Source: Radio Okapi 
 
Mozambique 
19 August 2020: In Maputo, fifteen students were reportedly abused by their instructors and expelled from 
Mozambique’s Police Academy because they were pregnant. Source: Twitter 

Asia 
Bangladesh 
28 August 2020: In Khulna city, Khulna province, a 15-year-old schoolgirl was shot and injured in her leg 
by stray bullets. The bullets were fired by a local contractor towards men who were attempting to force him 
to sell his work contract to them. The girl was taken to the local hospital to treat her injuries. Source: Daily 
Star Bangladesh 
 
Pakistan 
13 August 2020:  In Aabsir area, Turbat district, Balochistan, a Baloch student was fatally shot by 
Pakistani military forces during a search operation following an IED attack on a military convoy. Source: 
ACLED1 
 
Myanmar 
28 August 2020: Near Pyin Taw village, Ann Township, Kyaukpyu District, Rakhine State, a student from 
the Kyauk Phyu Education College was beaten by three Myanmar military soldiers from 797 battalion, 
allegedly on suspicion of having ties to the Arakan Army. The student suffered injuries to his head and 
eyes. The captain of the battalion reportedly covered the medical expenses after being made aware of the 
incident. Source: Development Media Group 

Europe 
Belarus 
Around 11 August 2020: In Baranovichi, an unspecified number of individuals, including students, were 
beaten, and detained by the special forces police during the post-electoral protests. Source: ACLED1 
 
Around 12 August 2020: In Zhlobin, Gomel region, at least two teenage students were arrested and 
beaten in detention by the police. Source: ACLED1 

 

 
 

Threats and Violence Against Students 
This section covers events affecting students and school children.  
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Middle East and North Africa 
Egypt 
10 August 2020: Near Bir Al-Abd, Bir Al-Abd, North Sinai, one student was killed and five others were 
injured when Egyptian military forces shot at a bus for students on the way to their final exams in an area 
controlled by the Islamic State.* Source: ACLED1 
 
Syrian Arab Republic 
27 August 2020: In Kafr Zita city, Hama governorate, the family of a male high-school student were 
informed that their family member, who had been arrested by Syrian regime forces in 2014, was registered 
as having died in July 2015. The source suggests torture as a possible cause of death. Source: SNHR 

The Americas 
Haiti 
29 August 2020: In Port-au-Prince, Ouest, a journalism student was shot dead in the Canape Vert 
neighbourhood. Source: Alterpresse I  
 
United States of America 
11 August 2020: In Magnolia city, Columbia county, Arkansas state, unidentified perpetrators shot and 
killed a Southern Arkansas University student in a parking lot on campus and wounded another. Source: 
News Break 
 
 

                                         

                                                                              
 

 

 

  

 
1 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) database attribution policy. Accessed 25 September 2020 

This document is part of the Education in Danger project. It is published by Insecurity Insight. It is 

made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility of Insecurity Insight and do not 

necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the U.S. Government.  

 

The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list of all events that affected the 

provision of aid delivery and have not been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis of, 

or with consideration to, such information remains the responsibility of their respective organisations. 

The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list of all events that affected the 

provision of education and have not been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis of, or 

with consideration to, such information remains the responsibility of their respective organisations. Find 

about more on definitions used by Insecurity Insight and by GCPEA here.  
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