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 HIGHLIGHTS 
• Nearly 40,000 Somalis are facing mild to moderate drought conditions as well 

as moderate to severe water shortages in Puntland, Galmudug, South West, 
Jubaland states and Banadir region. Drought conditions may persist in many 
parts of the country until early 2022.  
 

• The Federal Government of Somalia received a consignment of 302,400 doses 
of the Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine on 12 August. Just over 97,300 
Somalis have been fully vaccinated against COVID-19 - less than 1 per cent of 
the population - and 197,682 have received their first dose. 

 
• A new project “Saameynta” has been endorsed to support the Federal 

Government to achieve durable solutions for the estimated 2.9 million IDPs in 
Somalia. The project will cover Baidoa in South West State, Belet Weyne in 
Hirshabelle State and Bossaso in Puntland State. 

 

• Funding for the 2021 Humanitarian Response Plan remains critically low at 44 
per cent, curtailing the provision of lifesaving response. Out of the 4 million 
people targeted, only 36 per cent have been reached. Current funding levels 
are lower than at the same time in 2020 (68 per cent) and 2019 (65 per cent).   
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40,000 PEOPLE AFFECTED BY DRY CONDITIONS, WATER SHORTAGES 
Mild to moderate drought conditions may persist until early 2022  

 
Nearly 40,000 people are facing mild to moderate drought conditions, as well as moderate to severe water shortages 
in Puntland, Galmudug, South West, Jubaland states and Banadir region, according to local authorities and partners. 
The situation resulted from the failure of the October-December 2020 rainy season, a harsh January-March 2021 
season and a poorly distributed March-April-June season. The worst affected areas are Middle Juba, Gedo and parts 
of Bay and Bakool, which are experiencing moderate drought conditions, according to FAO SWALIM1.  
 
Preliminary indications are that mild to moderate drought conditions may persist in many parts of Somalia until early 
2022. In Somaliland, the National Disaster Preparedness and Food Reserve Authority (NADFOR) reports that many parts 
of Togdheer, Sool and Sanaag regions, as well as south of Waqooyi Galbeed, are experiencing water and pasture scarcity 
with deteriorating food security situation. WASH Cluster partners in Berbera district have reported that five boreholes in the 
coastal areas are non-functional and need urgent maintenance. NADFOR has urged humanitarian partners to respond to 
the worsening  situation.The situation is similar in Puntland where the state Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management 
Agency (HADMA) reported on 17 August that more than 21 rural settlements under Gumbax, Baargaal and Caluula of Bari 
region have been facing severe water shortage since August. 

 
 

 
1 FAO SWALIM: Somalia drought update. 26 August 2021. 
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The villages rely on rainwater harvested in 
reservoirs known as ‘berkeds.’ Authorities in 
Bender Bayla district have appealed for 
humanitarian assistance for six rural 
settlements including Dhuudo, Dhuur, 
Bixin, Qotom, Xunbays and Meygaag, which 
are facing serious water shortages. About 
15,000 people, mainly urban dwellers, are 
reportedly in critical need of water, food, and 
other humanitarian assistance. In Galmudug 
State, an estimated 20,000 IDPs living in Guri 
Ceel, Dhuusamarreeb and Cadaado districts 
have faced water shortages for four months, 
according to WASH cluster partners. A 25 
August inter-agency assessment found that 
most of the 42,000 people who had recently 
been displaced from their homes, mostly in 
rural villages under Hobyo, Xarardheere and 
Cadaado districts, are pastoralists who moved 
with their livestock to areas that are now 
experiencing severe water shortages. In addition, the cost of water in Gawaan village and Ceelhuur has doubled from 
US$2.5 to $5 for a 200-litre barrel.  
 
Water shortages in South West State have been reported in Waajid, Ceel Berde of Bakool region, Burhakaba of Bay 
region, Marka and Qoryoley of Lower Shabelle region. Seasonal water pans have dried and the water yield from shallow 
wells has reduced. Local authorities estimate that 2,700 people need WASH and food assistance in Waajid town. Most 
are agro-pastoralists who depend on seasonal rainwater for farming. The most affected villages 
are Howlwdaag, Wadajir and Galbeed. Similarly, authorities in Luuq district, Gedo region in Jubaland State report that 
humanitarian situation is deteriorating with some pastoralists migrating to Ethiopia in search of water and pasture. More 
than 300 people who have been displaced due to drought conditions arrived in Luuq town on 11 August. Luuq was already 
hosting over 16,000 displaced people, most of them due to drought. In Banadir region, the WASH Cluster has reported that 
1,300 new IDP arrivals in Deynille and Kahda districts need water assistance.  
 

HUMANITARIAN FUNDING CHALLENGE PERSISTS 
Funding received to date is lower than that received at the same time in 2020 and 2019   
 
The humanitarian situation in Somalia has been aggravated this year 
by a double climate disaster of drought in some parts of the country 
and flooding in others, as well as political tensions, the COVID-19 
pandem ic and the devastating  desert locust infestation. A total of 5.9 
million people – almost half of the population - need urgent lifesaving 
assistance. Despite increased needs, the funding gap remains 
critically low, constraining the ability of humanitarian partners to 
respond. Only 36 per cent of the 4 million people targeted have been 
reached with assistance. Millions of vulnerable Somalis are at risk of 
losing access to lifesaving and life-sustaining services in the second 
half of 2021 due to lack of funding. Sustained and increased funding 
and advocacy by donors, who have already generously contributed 
over US$480 million (44 per cent) of the required funds under the 2021 
Somalia Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP), is critical. The HRP 
funding received to date is lower than the amount recorded at the 
same time in 2020 (68 per cent) and 2019 (65 per cent).    
 
         

Dry conditions have depleted water and pasture in Sanaag, and livestock owners struggle 
to find enough for their animals. Photo: OCHA. 
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SHF allocates US$26 million to assist 1.2 million people 

The Somalia Humanitarian Funding (SHF) has  allocated $26 million to support national and international NGO partners 
operating in Banadir, Bay, Galgaduud, Gedo, Hiraan, Lower Juba, Middle Shabelle, and Mudug regions to scale up life-
saving assistance to 1.2 million people. The allocation will provide strategic support for selected cluster-specific priorities 
and integrated interventions, focusing on areas with acute water shortages brought about by prolonged drought, as well as 
on flood-affected populations in hotspot locations.  
 
Close to two-thirds ($17 million) of the funding will support priority activities for Food Security, Health, Nutrition and WASH 
Clusters. About 36 per cent ($9 million) will bolster response to flood-affected people through integrated and complementary 
packages. The SHF has allocated $39 million to humanitarian partners Somalia in 2021.  

  

302,000 DOSES OF JOHNSON & JOHNSON VACCINE DELIVERED 
Less than 1 per cent of Somalis have been fully vaccinated against COVID-19 
 

On 12 August, the Federal Government of Somalia received a consignment of 302,400 doses of Johnson & Johnson single-
shot COVID-19 vaccines donated by the United States through the COVAX Facility. The COVAX Facility is co-led by the 
Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI), Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, and WHO, alongside UNICEF. Since 
March 2020, Somalia has confirmed 17,460 COVID-19 cases including 942 deaths, but the vaccination uptake among the 
general population remains low.  

As of 28 August, only 97,319 Somalis have been 
fully vaccinated against COVID-19 – less than 1 
per cent of the population - and 197,682 people 
have received their first dose. This low uptake 
resulted partly from the unpredictable supply of 
vaccines and because agencies like WHO and 
UNICEF have faced financial constraints to 
support the operational cost for the roll out of 
vaccines. As the supply situation improves and 
many donors, including GAVI and the Vaccine 
Alliance, have pledged funding for the operational 
costs, the situation looks promising.  “In this tight 
race against time, we are working with the 
Federal Government of Somalia to bring this 
vaccination programme against COVID-19 to a 
speed and scale so that most of the high-risk 
populations are vaccinated,” said Dr Mamunur 
Rahman Malik, WHO Representative to Somalia. 

“We cannot emphasize enough how important it 
is to ensure vaccines reach all populations 
equitably, though, no matter where they live. It is only with support from donors such as the Government of the United 
States of America that will we be able to reach all eligible people, particularly vulnerable populations and those living in 
difficult-to-reach locations,” he added.    

WHO works closely with partners like UNICEF for the safe storage of the vaccines and community engagement, and with 
the WFP to deliver vaccines and other life-saving equipment to largely inaccessible far-flung areas.  

On 20 August, USAID contributed US$20 million to enable UNICEF and its partners to reach more than 1 million people 
with COVID-19 prevention messaging; 484,000 people with health services; 83,000 children with treatment for severe 
acute malnutrition; and 300,000 people with emergency and sustained water, hygiene, and sanitation services.  

 
 
 

The vaccines being received in Mogadishu on 12 August 2021. Photo: WHO 
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SUPPORTING CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 
Children with disabilities can improve their lives and reach their full potential 
 
On 15 August, Hassan Awad, Managing 
Director of Dahabshiil Group, South and 
Central Somalia and his family launched the 
Abeer Foundation in Mogadishu. The event 
was attended by an audience of over 150 
guests, including the UN and Somali civil 
society. The event coincided with the fourth  
anniversary of the attack on Hassan’s family by 
masked gunmen who killed his son 
Mohammed and seriously injured his other 
children, Mustafa (16) and Abeer (11) after 
whom the foundation is named after, and two 
other family members.  
 
Abeer was hit by a bullet on the left side of her 
brain, leaving her visually impaired and 
paralyzed on the right side, while Mustafa had 
a bullet lodged in his spine and another cutting 
through his nerves, severely affecting his 
mobility.  
 
The experience left the family completely devastated; however, with the support of his company, friends and family, Hassan 
was able to afford the best possible healthcare for his family. Mustafa is enrolled in secondary school and is preparing for 
his IGCSE exam. He has also shown great interest and aptitude for computer programming and web development and has 
helped set up the Abeer Foundation. The trauma that the family underwent, revealed the pain and suffering of many other 
children who are also victims of the Somali conflict; but don't have access and the support they need to recover.  
Children who endure traumatic incidents and disability are often excluded and experience more loneliness than their 
typically developing peers. 
 
Children are most vulnerable to violence in Somalia and hundreds are injured and killed each year by armed groups and 
explosions. Economic constraints, insufficient programmes, and discrimination prevent children with disability from 
accessing education and other services that could improve their lives. According to Action on Armed Violence, an estimated 
222 children were killed in gun violence and 481 were maimed or injured in Somalia in 2019 alone; and between 2016 and 
2019, more than 10,000 children were victims of grave violations in Somalia. The number of people living with disabilities 
in Somalia likely far exceeds the WHO’s 15 per cent global estimation.  

Abeer Foundation was born out of this reality and Hassan’s conscious decision to transform his family’s tragedy into hope 
and support for vulnerable children with disabilities. The purpose of the Foundation is to make sure that children with 
disabilities gain access to quality education; and the physical and psychological rehabilitation to improve their lives and to 
reach their full potential. 

The foundation focuses on physical and psychological rehabilitation, improving access to quality education for children with 
disabilities and training for educators and caregivers; advocacy and raising the public’s awareness about the rights and 
lived experiences of children with disabilities. Hassan’s family was able to get through their tragedy and with Abeer 
Foundation, they hope to do the same for other families and children. 

 
SCALING UP SOLUTIONS TO DISPLACEMENT IN SOMALIA 
“Saameynta” to support Federal Government to implement durable solutions for IDPs 
 
A new joint durable solutions programme called “Saameynta” has received endorsement from the Federal Ministry of 
Planning, Investment and Economic Development (MoPIED) and the Social Development Pillar Working Group. The 
objective of the “Saameynta” is to support the Federal Government of Somalia to achieve durable solutions for an estimated 
2.9 million displaced people in the country.  
 

Guests at the launch in Mogadishu. Photo: Abeer Foundation. 
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The project will be implemented in Baidoa in South 
West, Belet Weyne in Hirshabelle and Bossaso in 
Puntland states. Investments towards mixed-use 
land development packages and urban public 
works will seek to generate land value increments 
that, combined with advancements in land tenure 
security and employment, will increase 
opportunities for self-reliance and access to social 
services, hence contributing to durable solutions at 
scale. The “Saameynta” programme builds on 
lessons learned from previous durable solutions 
projects including those funded by the Peace 
Building Fund, Midnimo (2016-2019), EU Reinteg 
(2017-2020), Innovative Solutions for IDPs (2017-
2021), UN Trust Fund for Human Security and 
Danwadaag (2017-2022). These projects were 
implemented in Jubaland and South West states as 
well as in Banadir region.  

The operationalization of the Somalia National 
Durable Solutions Strategy (NDSS) progressed 
across six federal member states through the provision of technical training support to 49 participants. Training for Banadir 
Regional Administration was done by MoPIED in key thematic areas of the NDSS, including the monitoring framework as 
part of the Mutual Accountability Framework.  

The three priority durable solutions identified in the NDSS and from a recent stock-taking event that will be used to inform 
program priorities include housing, land and property, economic and financial inclusion and access to sustainable basic 
services. In collaboration with the Regional Durable Solutions Secretariat (ReDSS), the UN Durable Solutions Unit (DSU) 
will conduct joint field missions and trainings at the federal and member state levels in September.   

Durable solutions coordination in Somaliland was supported through the co-drafting of the “Partnership Framework for 
Somaliland” with the incorporation of durable solutions principles. Other key frameworks that the strategy will support 
include the National Development Plan III and the National Displacement and Refugee Agency Strategic Plan for 2022. The 
establishment of a working group is at an advanced stage and will be co-led by the DSU and MoPIED. The working group 
will address some key priority areas identified relating to relocation and security of tenure, access to basic social services 
and access to livelihood opportunities for displacement affected communities. 

 
SOMALIA MARKS WORLD HUMANITARIAN DAY 
#TheHumanRace. A global challenge for climate action in solidarity with people who need it 
the most  
On 19 August, Somalia has joined the rest of the world to commemorate the World Humanitarian Day (WHD); celebrated 
this year to highlight the global challenge of climate change. Somalia is a prime example of how the climate emergency 
disproportionally impacts the most vulnerable, even though they contribute to it the least. Since 1990, Somalia has 
experienced more than 30 climate-related hazards, including 12 droughts and 19 floods – triple the number experienced 
between 1970 and 1990. In April, more than 80 percent of the country was facing drought conditions. Then the April-June 
rainy season started, but the rains were short and did little to alleviate the drought. Instead, the rains triggered a wave of 
severe flooding that affected 400,000 people, of whom over 100,000 were displaced from their homes. This year, the 
Federal Government of Somalia and Member States joined the UN and other humanitarian actors in commemorating WHD. 

 

The programme aims to achieve durable solutions for IDPs like Amina Seleban in 
Somaliland. Photo: OCHA. 
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In Somaliland, humanitarian partners, 
and the government celebrated the day 
with the Minister of Environment and 
Rural Development together Charmain 
of National Disaster Preparedness and 
Food Reserve Authority (NADFOR) 
joining the human-race challenge. 
 
In Puntland, the event was marked by 
participation in a walk, a women’s 
basketball sports event and sharing 
highlights of ongoing projects to 
improve community resilience against 
climate change. The Ministry of 
Environment, Agriculture and Climate 
Change discussed the challenges of 
droughts, cyclones, flash floods, desert 
locusts, strong winds and extreme heat 
in coastal areas.  
 
Each year, WHD focuses on a theme, 
bringing together partners from across the 
humanitarian system to advocate for the survival, well-being and dignity of people affected by crises, and for the safety and 
security of aid workers. This year, WHD highlight the immediate human cost of the climate crisis by pressuring world leaders 
to take meaningful climate action for the world’s most vulnerable people.  
 
“The climate emergency is a race we are losing, but it is a race we can win,” UN Secretary-General António Guterres said 
in commemoration of the 2021 WHD. 
 
 
 

For further information, please contact:  
 
Ogoso, Erich Opolot | Head of Communications | ogoso@un.org |Tel. +254 720 766 587.   
Mursal Ali | Public Information Officer | mursalali@un.org I Tel: +252615679998/ +252619150457 
 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/somalia | www.reliefweb.int 
 

Women’s basketball team celebrating victory at the WHD tournament in Garowe, Puntland. 
Photo: UNFPA. 
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