
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                           
 

Key Messages 
 Agricultural production in 2012 was excellent for all main products: cereals (+3.5% compared to 2011), potatoes (+16%), vegetables (+8%) 

and fruits and berries (+39%). Prospects for 2013 winter cereal crops are favourable. 
 The prevalence of poverty slightly decreased in 2011, from 35.8% in 2010 to 35.0% in 2011 but remained much higher than in 2008 

(27.6%).  
 Food prices increased by only 2% in 2012 but the price of social bread increased by 11% from January to December 2012 reflecting 

wheat regional market trends. 
 Cereal imports in 2012 were considerably above previous year’s level (+ 23%) and 2007–2011 average level (22%). The cereal import bill 

was 36% higher than in 2011. 
  

  
  
  

 
 

  
 

 
 
 

               Armenia  
                          October–December 2012  

Food security indicators*  
(Time series available at: www.foodsec.org/ar) 

 
Economic indicators  

GDP growth (%) 4.7 2011 
Total population (millions) 3.3 2011 
Population growth (%) 0.3  2011 
Share of rural population (%) 36 2011 
Life expectancy (years) women/men 77/71 2010 

Unemployment (%)  Total 
Rural 

19 
6 2010 

Social protection expenditures as % of  
  government budget 28 2011 

Consumer Price Index (2010=100) 108 2011 
Food Price Index (2011=100)    102 2012 
Remittances as % of GDP (WB) 9 2010 
Cereal imports as % of total exports (in value) 8 2011 

 

Agricultural indicators  
Contribution of agriculture to GDP (without 
agro-processing) (%) 20 2011 

Share of plant  
  production/livestock 
   in agricultural GDP (%) 

Plant 
Livestock 
 

55 
45 

 
2011 

Share of labour force in 
agriculture (%) 

Total 45  
2010 

 Women 
Men 

56 
44 

Average land ownership per farm (ha) 1.4 2006 
Farm gate price index (2010=100) 117 2011 
Average monthly salary in  
  agriculture by gender  
  (AMD) 

Women 
Men 

61 369  
73 270  2010 

Women's access to land ownership (UNDP) Full 
access 2009 

 

Other indicators including nutrition  

Prevalence of poverty (%) Total 
Rural 

35 
35 2011 

Share of food expenditures 
in total expenditures (%) 

Total: 
1st  quintile: 

53 
56 2009 

Share of staple (cereals and potatoes) in 
  total calorie consumption (FAO) (%) 47 2007 

Share of protein of animal origin in total  
  calorie consumption (FAO) (%) 10 2007 

Undernourished population  
  2010–2012 (FAO) (%) <5  

Prevalence of iron deficiency among 
  women (anemia, age 15–49) (%) 25 2005 

Prevalence of stunting among under 5  
  children (%) 19 2010 

Income share held by lowest 20% (WB) (%) 6.6 2009 
* Source: National Statistical Service (NSS) unless otherwise indicated 

 
 

Food Security and Agriculture Highlights 

 Food security and poverty situation          

According to the “Social Snapshot and Poverty in Armenia, 2012”, the 
prevalence of poverty slightly decreased in 2011 compared to 2010: 
from 35.8% in 2010 to 35.0% in 2011. The prevalence of poverty 
remained however much higher than in 2008, when it reached the 
minimal level in the past decade (see figure below). The key factors 
behind the increase in poverty were the deep economic recession of 
2008-09 and increasing income inequality. Poverty rates in rural and 
urban areas are very similar (34.5% and 35.2% respectively).  
 

Prevalence of poverty in Armenia in 2008 and 2011 

 
Source: National Statistical Service (NSS) 

 
Following adjustments to FAO methodology, Armenia is now classified 
by FAO among the countries with a very low level of hunger, with a 
prevalence of undernourishment of less than 5% in 2010–12. This is a 
much lower level than previously estimated. 
 

FAO SCALE OF HUNGER (% of undernourishment)  
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 Food prices  

Food prices increased by only 2% in 2012, much below the 12% rise 
registered in 2011. The price of social bread, the main food staple in 
Armenia, however increased by 11% from January (AMD 425)  to 
December (AMD 472)  2012.  
 
Bread: The price of social bread continued to increase from September 
to December 2012 (+4%), reaching a top record level (AMD 472/kg). It 
remained about stable during the first half of 2012 (around 
AMD 430/kg) and then steadily increased from July to December, 
reflecting wheat prices in the regional export markets. The average 
price of bread in October–December 2012 was 11% higher than in 
October–December 2011.  
 

National monthly price of bread 

 
Source: National Statistical Service (NSS) 

 
 
 

 
 
Potato: The price of potato, an important staple in Armenia, 
sharply decreased in 2012, reaching a minimum in August 
(AMD 115 /kg). The price decreased by 38% between January 
(AMD 235 /kg) and December (AMD 146 /kg). The price in the 
last quarter of 2012 was 33% lower than in the last quarter of 
2011.  
 

Food Security Information for Decision Making 

www.foodsec.org         
                                        European Union 

http://www.foodsec.org/web/regional/europe/armenia/food-security-indicators/en/
http://www.armstat.am/en/?nid=80&id=1397
http://www.fao.org/hunger/en/
http://www.fao.org/hunger/en/
http://www.foodsec.org/web/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More readings: 
 
FAO - Policy Briefs 
FAO - Global food price monitor 
FAO - Crop Prospects and Food 
Situation 
FAO - Media Center 
Agricultural production in Armenia 
(2006–2010) 
 
Website: www.foodsec.org 
 

 The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views of the European Union or the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. 

 Agricultural production 

Agricultural production increased by 9.5% in 2012 (in value), 
compared to 2011, resulting from an increase in plant production of 
14.0% and livestock production of 3.2%. 
 
The production of cereals and lentils is estimated at 456 thousand 
tonnes in 2012, representing an increase of 4% compared with 
2011. This is due to good weather, improved cultivation methods 
and government policies.  
 

Gross production of main agricultural products  

Crop 
2007–2011 

AVG 2011 2012 
2012/AVG 

(2007–
2011) 

2012 
/2011 

 
 Thousand tonnes Percent 

Cereals  
of which 
wheat  

402.0 
217.1 

440.7 
224.1 

456.1 
243.1 

+13.5% 
+12% 

+3.5% 
+8.5% 

Vegetables 797.0 787.1 849 +6.5% +8% 
Melons 183.6 180.9 205.1 +12% +13.4% 

Potatoes 573.1 557.3 647.2 +13% +16% 

Fruits and 
berries 255.6 239.4 331.7 +30% +39% 

Grapes 213.2 229.6 241.4 +13% +5% 
Source: National Statistical Service (NSS) 

 

Early prospects for 2013 winter cereal crops are good. The planting 
of the 2013 winter cereals was completed under favourable weather 
conditions and soil moisture has been adequate so far. Government 
continues to support to agricultural farms through the supplies of 
high quality seeds, subsidized credit, fertilizers and fuel and the 
implementation of plant protection and animal health measures.  
 
In addition, Government continues implementing programmes aimed 
at promoting grain self-sufficiency, such as “Development of seed 
farming and production of wheat seeds for 2010-2014,” 
“Development of barley and seed production in 2011” and 
“Development of corn production in 2011.” 
 
The following table shows the excellent results obtained by 
Hydromet in forecasting potato crop yield in four marzes in 2012, 
based on agro-meteorological parameters. The forecasts were 
carried out by applying FAO methodology, with the support of the 
EC/FAO Programme. 
 

  Food trade 
Cereal imports in 2012 amounted to 538 thousand tonnes. They 
were considerably above previous year’s level (23%) and 2007–
2011 average level (22%). The cereal import bill in 2012 amounted 
to 153 million USD and was 36% above 2011 level. 
 
 

Cereal imports (January–December)  
   

 
Source: National Statistical Service (NSS) 

 
 

Objective of the Food Security and Agriculture Highlights 
The objective of the Highlights is to provide an overview of the situation of food security in the country, with 
a focus on agriculture which is a key sector for developing the country and improving food security of rural 
and urban populations. 
 
The Highlights are produced with support from the EC/FAO Programme on information systems to improve food security decision-making in the 
European Neighbourhood Policy East Area (2010–2012), funded by the European Union and implemented by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations. 
 
For more information please contact: 
Mane Tapaltsyan   Francoise Trine  
Mane.Tapaltsyan@fao.org   FrancoiseTrine@fao.org 
 
  

Forecasts and actual crop yield for potato in 2012 (quintals/ha) 

Marz Area 
(ha) 

Mean of 
yield  

(2007-2011) 

Yield 
forecast 
done in 
August 

Yield 
forecast 
done in 

September 

Actual 
average 

crop yield 
(official) 
in 2012 

Gegharkunik 13 498 178.9 189.7 212.5 203.3 

Kotayk 3 258 206.1 204.4 210.8 206.9 
Shirak 3 667 226.6 212.1 255.9 248.4 
Syunik 1 677 168.4 184.4 171.5 174.4 

Source: National Statistical Service (NSS) 
 

Estimated vegetation conditions 

 
 
 

  
Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec 

 

Beef:  Beef meat price continued to decrease from September to 
December 2012 (-2%).  Price in the last quarter of 2012 were 5% 
lower than in 2011 during the same period.  
 

National monthly price of beef meat 

 
Source: National Statistical Service (NSS) 

During the reporting period, 
favourable  vegetations 
conditions were observed 
throughout the country. 
Very good conditions were 
detected in Lori and Tavush 
regions (Northern Armenia). 
 

http://www.fao.org/economic/es-policybriefs/en/
http://www.fao.org/giews/english/gfpm/index.htm
http://www.fao.org/giews/english/cpfs/index.htm
http://www.fao.org/giews/english/cpfs/index.htm
http://www.fao.org/news/newsroom-home/en/
http://www.armstat.am/file/article/f_seq_4_10_6.1-6.6.pdf
http://www.armstat.am/file/article/f_seq_4_10_6.1-6.6.pdf
http://www.foodsec.org/
http://www.foodsec.org/web/newsevents/training/trainingdetail/en/c/155363/?no_cache=1
mailto:Mane.Tapaltsyan@fao.org
mailto:FrancoiseTrine@fao.org
mailto:Francoise.Trine@fao.org
http://mars.jrc.ec.europa.eu/mars/About-us/FOODSEC

