PROTECTION MONTHLY DASHBOARD April 2015
Contact Information: Kiran Kaur <kaurk@unhcr.org>
sector

Inter-Agency
Coordination
Lebanon

SITUATION ANALYSIS
On April 24, the Ministry of Social Aﬀairs (MOSA) notiﬁed UNHCR 1,471 refugees who entered after January 5, 2015 and having subsequently registered should be
deregistered. UNHCR was duty bound to comply but in doing so advised the GOL of its concerns. Since then UNHCR and MOSA have been in discussions on a new
mechanism the GOL wishes to put into place.
Also this month, MOSA outlined the humanitarian criteria it applies in determining whether a refugee should be admitted to Lebanon. Speciﬁcally the criteria are:
Unaccompanied and/or separated children with a parent already registered in Lebanon; persons living with disabilities with a relative already registered in Lebanon;
persons with urgent medical needs for whom treatment in Syria is unavailable; persons who will be resettled to third countries. UNHCR has forwarded the names of
individuals who were denied at the border to MOSA for consideration under these criteria.
Refugees continue to face challenges in renewing their residency in light of the new legal requirements that went into eﬀect earlier this year. Among the main
obstacles that refugees encounter include the prohibitively high fees to renew and the requirement to sign the pledge not to work as well as furnish proof of ﬁnancial
means. Partners are providing assistance to support individuals to understand the complex legal requirements and address the barriers where possible.
In coping with increasing challenges, refugees are coming together to respond to collective needs within their community. This includes support on burials and
marriages, as well as providing critical temporary alternatives for persons who have been evicted or supporting those in dire ﬁnancial straits.
On April 20, IOM and the Lebanese High Relief Commission (HRC) launched a project to proﬁle Lebanese returnees from Syria which runs until May. To date, over
12,000 individuals had been registered at eight diﬀerent centers across the country. Information collected indicated that many were facing challenges in settling back,
many had been living in Syria for several decades, ﬂed with few belongings, and are concentrated in the same areas as the majority of Syrian refugees and Lebanese
poor. The project aims to re-assess the conditions returnees and ensure that the most vulnerable are identiﬁed and targeted with assistance in a coordinated manner.
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11,899

Total Children - 46,446 (52% f, 48% m)
Aﬀected Lebanese

# individuals provided with individual legal
counseling

40,000

Lebanese Returnees
PRL

44,080

PRS

# individuals participating in community
center and community-based activities

214,090

Syrians
Other Populations

139
# community-self management structures
established in collective sites

608
Total Caregivers - 30,206 (63% f, 37% m)

5,046
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supported through case management
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Reporting
Agencies

19,000

Total children and caregivers receiving information on good practices to
keep children safe from harm, and information on child protection
services, including psychosocial support.
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Month of April progress

In April, implementation of the Ministry of Social Aﬀairs’ National Plan to Safeguard
Children and Women in Lebanon began, with the endorsement of 31 local
development action plans outlining implementation of prevention and response
activities delivered through Social Development Centres (SDC). Multiple services aimed # of children receiving structured
at mitigating risk and harm to children, and supporting parents and families will be
psychosocial support
implemented in 57 SDCs by the end of 2015 as part of the National Plan.
Child marriage and child labour continued to be raised as issues within sub-national
# of caregivers recieving
child protection working groups. Reports in the media revealing identities and
structured
psychosocial support
photographs of children working on the streets in Beirut resulted in harmful
consequences. Child protection actors are working to improve communication on
services available to support these children and their families, and meanwhile
encourage the public and media to think twice before sharing and publishing revealing # of adolescents benefitting f om
life-skills programming
information that may cause unintended harm. Referrals for street children in need in
Beirut and Mount Lebanon can be made to +961.76.074.941. The number can also be
distributed to children.

Progress
Jan - Mar
April
9,079

girls
boys
0

Year to date = 45,674

3,722

female
male
0
female
male
0

Year to date = 13,260

Lastly, the sector decided in April to undertake a contextualization process of the Child
Protection Minimum Standards, the sphere companion for child protection. The
process will be carried out over 4-5 months and involves adapting selected standards
from their global guidance form, including terminology, indicators, and targets, to
better suit the Lebanon context. These will be published and launched, and used to
inform programming and planning, standardizing indicators and targets, support
capacity building in thematic and technical areas, and contribute to advocacy and
fundraising eﬀorts.

SGBV

# of community members
mobilized to promote CP & PSS

children
adults
0

# of actors trained
on CP Standards

CP
Non-CP
0

# of children provided with
specialized services
# of children assisted through
case management

66,495

1,164
1,065
Year to date = 5,941

58,956

755

# of children and caregivers
children
Child protection and sexual- and gender-based violence actors are planning a joint provided with quality information caregivers
0
initiative on child marriage. Child protection takes an ecological approach to this issue
that involves empowering adolescents girls’ and boys’ and engaging the family, and
community members in prevention, behaviour and social norms change, and response
work. The two sectors collaborate in coming months on systematic evidence
generation, communication, advocacy, and response work where a joint mapping
exercise was agreed upon as a ﬁrst step.
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Given that adolescent refugee girls are most exposed to risks of SGBV, 7,136
adolescents participated in structured discussions on the various types of
violence they may be at risk of, how to protect themselves against these risks, and # of adolescent at risk involved in
sexual and reproductive health. These sessions also helped them to build their GBV risk reduction interventions
self-esteem, gain conﬁdence and feel less isolated. As one girl recalls, “We didn’t
expect this activity to be as interesting as it is. It includes important information,
# of community members
it is fun, we made new friends and are surrounded by love and care from our girl
sensitized on GBV and referral
group and the staﬀ. It has raised our conﬁdence”.
pathways
While several partners oﬀer services for adolescent unmarried girls and adult
married women, services available for young married girls are currently lacking.
Married girls feel increasingly isolated due to social stigma attached to their
status, including within their own family. The lack of registration of marriages
leaves adolescent girls further exposed to risks of abuse.
In April, the Special Representative to the Secretary General (SRSG) on Sexual
Violence in Conﬂict Ms. Bangura visited Lebanon. She met with refugee women
and adolescent girls from Syria in informal settlements and community centres
who expressed their concerns over their safety and lack of access to basic
services such as education. Refugees also explained that the lack of economic
opportunities is pushing families to resort to child marriage or child labour.

Progress
Jan - Mar
April

Month of April progress

# of individuals participating in
community led initiatives
to reduce risks

7,136

43,400
31,256

277,349
2,007

23,390
20,059

# of individuals reached by mobile
services

81,940
14,802

# of individuals who access static
safe spaces

73,211
716

# of men and boys involved in
SGBV prevention initiatives

21,147

