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Safety, security and access incidents  
Incidents of threats and violence in refugee and IDP settings. 

Africa 
Burkina Faso 
25 April 2021: At Koumbri town, Yatenga province, two IDPs were abducted along with their tricycles 
by presumed Katiba Macina (JNIM) militants after returning to town to fetch their belongings. Source: 
ACLED1 

 
Djibouti 
12 April 2021: Off the coast of Obock town and region, a boat transporting around 60 refugees from 
Yemen capsized in rough seas. 34 people, including many children, drowned. Source: The New 
Arab 
 
Ethiopia 
As reported on 15 April 2021: In Tigray region, temporary and intermittent improvements in 
humanitarian access have not been enough to confront the problem of insufficient amounts of aid 
reaching people in need, including IDPs, who are increasingly suffering from hunger and disease. At 
least four IDPs have reportedly starved to death, amid mounting evidence of an impending famine 
in the region. Some sources regard the famine as being a weapon of war by the Ethiopian and 
Eritrean authorities. Source: The Economist and The New Arab 

  
Kenya 
08 April 2021: Update: A high court temporarily blocked the closure of the Dadaab Refugee Camp, 
Garissa county, and Kakuma Refugee Camp, Turkana county. UNHCR was given a 14-day 
ultimatum to present a plan and timeline within which to close it. Sources: Radio Tamazuj and The 
Guardian 
 
Niger 
13 April 2021: In Gamari village, Diffa department and region, following a series of assaults in a 
neighbouring Nigerian town of Damask, ISWAP fighters gathered villagers and warned them not to 
accept any humanitarian aid from NGOs, and to refrain from hosting any Damask IDPs. Source: 
New Age 
 
Nigeria 
26 April 2021: In Makurdi LGA, Benue state, Abagena IDP camp was attacked by suspected Fulani 
herdsmen who killed at least seven people and wounded several others. Sources: Garda World, 
Punch Nigeria and The Guardian 
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Sudan 
06 April 2021: In El Geneina city, South Darfur state, hundreds of militants torched houses at the 
Abu Zar IDP Camp, killing 32 people and injuring 78. Sources: Dabanga Sudan and The New 
Humanitarian 
 
08 April 2021: At Salma area, Kreinik locality, West Darfur state, a male IDP was killed by gunmen. 
Source: ACLED1 
 
10 April 2021: At Kalma IDP Camp, South Darfur state, five youth refugees were injured and a man 
killed when they were attacked reportedly by the transitional government’s military while watching a 
football match. Sources: Radio Dabanga I and Radio Dabanga II 
 
11 April 2021: At Kalma IDP Camp, South Darfur state, an IDP man was killed when a civilian truck 
was attacked by members of Sudan Liberation Movement/Army (SLM/A-Nur). Sources: ACLED1 
and Radio Dabanga 
 

Asia 
Bangladesh 
As reported on 16 April 2021: In Bhashan Char island, Hatiya upazila, Noakhali district, Chittagong 
division, measures to protect Rohingya refugees from storm surges and flooding have not yet been 
fully implemented by Bangladeshi authorities, prompting the UNHCR to urge the Bangladeshi 
Government to slow down its relocation exercises. Source: Radio Free Asia 
 
25 April 2021: In the Bay of Bengal, pirates targeted 30 Rohingya asylum seekers — 20 women, five 

men and five children — aboard a boat by looting their valuables and damaging the engine of the 
vessel, leaving them stranded at sea for two days. They were eventually rescued by a coast guard 
team and referred to the Office of the Refugee Relief and Repatriation Commissioner. Source: New 
Age 

Europe 
Mediterranean Sea 
20 April 2021: In international waters, three boats carrying refugees found themselves in distress 
amidst up to six-metre waves. Source: The New Arab 
 
21 April 2021: In international waters, a rubber dinghy carrying around 130 refugees capsized 
amidst rough seas. At least ten bodies were found on 23 April. Source: The New Arab 
 
22 April 2021: In international waters, a wooden boat carrying 40 refugees found itself in distress. 
A search operation by the NGO vessel Ocean Viking yielded no results. Source: The New Arab 
 
Spain 
26 April 2021: Off the coast of Tenerife island, Canary Islands, a Spanish Army helicopter airlifted 
two male refugees and one female refugee found still alive on a boat drifting with 24 dead bodies, 
including those of two children, all of sub-Saharan African origin. On 28 April, the vessel was towed 
by a Spanish maritime rescue vessel to the Port of Los Cristianos. Source: The New Arab 
 
Turkey 
As reported on 08 April 2021: In the absence of a renewed EU-Turkey accord on migration, millions 
of Syrian asylum seekers and refugees are at risk of losing access to health care, education, and 
cash allowances paid for through the deal. Source: The New Arab 

Middle East and North Africa 
Lebanon 
As reported on 06 April 2021: Due to a lack of investment by the Lebanese Government in targeted 
outreach aimed at building trust with long-marginalised communities, the COVID-19 vaccine rollout 
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 Insecurity Insight – Monitoring incidents around the world affecting aid, health care, education, and protection. 

 
3 

is at risk of marginalising refugees who form part of a third of Lebanon’s population. Source: The 
New Arab 
 
Libya 
10 April 2021: In Tripoli, a shooting from an unidentified source at the al-Mabani Collection and 
Return Centre, which hosts around 1,500 migrants, led to the death of one person and the injury of 
two more, aged 17 and 18. Source: The New Arab 
 
Syrian Arab Republic 
Around 02 April 2021: At al Hol Camp, Al-Hasakah governorate, the decapitated bodies of a female 
and a male Iraqi IDPs were found in the sewage of the First section of the camp. A senior ISIS 
commander was arrested and admitted ordering the killings in early 2020. Source: SOHR 
 
03 April 2021: At al Hol Camp, Al-Hasakah governorate, four members of ISIS cells were arrested 
by Asayish in the camp. Source: SOHR 
 
05 April 2021: At al Hol Camp, Al-Hasakah governorate, three people were arrested by Asayish 
during a security campaign, allegedly due to communication with IS. Source: SOHR 
 
09 April 2021: At al Hol Camp, Al-Hasakah governorate, 13 IDPs, mostly from Iraq, were detained 
by Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) as they were being smuggled out of the camp using water 
tankers. Source: ACLED 
 
10 April 2021: At al Hol Camp, Al-Hasakah governorate, an unspecified number of IDPs from various 
sections of the camp were detained by SDF during a security campaign. Source: ACLED1 
 
13 April 2021: At al Hol Camp, Al-Hasakah governorate, several people from the Fifth section of the 
camp were detained by SDF. Source: ACLED1 
 
13 April 2021: In Hasaka city and governorate, the body of a male IDP who had been arrested by 
SDF militia and interned in al Sena’a prison in 2018 was handed over to his family bearing signs of 
torture. Source: SNHR 
 
14 April 2021: On the outskirts of Ein al Arab city, Aleppo governorate, a male IDP was shot by SDF 
militia at an SDF checkpoint. Source: SNHR 
 
16 April 2021: At Tal Samn camp, Ar-Raqqa countryside, four IDPs were detained during a security 
campaign carried out by SDF on charges of dealing with an armed group. Source: ACLED1 
 
17 April 2021: At al Hol Camp, Al-Hasakah governorate, an Iraqi IDP was shot dead in the First 
section of the camp by IS cells using a silencer pistol. Two Iraqi women were injured during the 
assassination. Sources: SOHR and SNHR 
 
20 April 2021: At al Hol Camp, Al-Hasakah governorate, seven IDPs, mostly Iraqi, were arrested by 
SDF during a security raid in the camp, allegedly in connection with the killing of an Iraqi refugee 
three days earlier. Sources: ACLED1 and SOHR 
 
Tunisia 
16 April 2021: Off the coast of Sfax city and governorate, a boat transporting refugees of African 
descent capsized, causing at least 11 men, eight women and a baby to drown. Three people were 
rescued, while 17 perished. Search operations were halted due to bad weather, and were intended 
to continue the next day. Source: The New Arab 
 
Yemen 
02 April 2021:  On Haddah street, As Sabain district, Amanat Al Asimah governorate, two African 
refugees were shot dead in front of the UNHCR headquarters as authorities attempted to disperse 
a protest. Source: CIMP 
 

https://english.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2021/4/6/lebanon-vaccine-rollout-neglects-refugees-migrants-hrw
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https://www.syriahr.com/en/212463/
https://www.syriahr.com/en/213002/
https://www.syriahr.com/en/213002/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://news.sn4hr.org/2021/04/14/death-of-a-civilian-from-raqqa-due-to-torture-in-an-sdf-detention-center-confirmed-april-13/
https://news.sn4hr.org/2021/04/15/displaced-civilian-shot-dead-by-sdf-in-east-aleppo-governorate-on-april-14/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.syriahr.com/en/214047/
https://news.sn4hr.org/2021/04/18/displaced-iraqis-body-discovered-in-al-hawl-idp-camp-in-hasaka-suburbs-on-april-17/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.syriahr.com/en/214047/
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2021/4/16/at-least-20-dead-as-boat-sinks-off-tunisia
https://civilianimpactmonitoring.org/
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03 April: In As Sawabin, Wadi Dhanah, Sirwah district, Ma’rib governorate, an IDP camp was hit by 
artillery shells. Source: CIMP 
 
03 April 2021: In Marib governorate, a huge fire of unidentified origin broke out at the Al-Jufaina IDP 
Camp resulting in the death of a five-year-old child and the injury of at least five people, including 
three women and a child. The blaze also destroyed 25 residences, and partially damaged ten more, 
forcing families to seek shelter at a nearby public school. Sources: ECHO, The National News and 
Twitter 

 

This Monthly News Brief comprises reported threats and incidents of violence affecting protection of IDPs and 

refugees. It is part of the Protection in Danger project by Insecurity Insight. It is prepared from information available in 

local, national and international news outlets and online databases.  

The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list of all events of threats and incidents of violence 

affecting protection of IDPs and refugees and have not been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis 

of, or with consideration to, such information remains the responsibility of their respective organisations. 

This document is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency 

for International Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility of Insecurity Insight and do not necessarily 

reflect the views of USAID, the U.S. Government, or Save the Children Federation, Inc. 
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1 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) database attribution policy. Accessed 06 May 2021. 
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