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FIGURES 

# of food insecure people 
(Apr 2019) 

5.1m 

# of people in emergency 

and crisis (IPC Phases 3&4, 
Apr 2019) 

1.7m 

# of people in stress (IPC 
Phase 2, Apr 2019) 

3.4m 

# of children projected to be 
malnourished 

1.2m 

# of internally displaced 
persons 

2.6m 

 

  FUNDING 

$1.08 BILLION  
requested in the 2019 
Humanitarian Response Plan 

 

$209 MILLION  
Funding received for the 2019 
HRP 
 

$255 MILLION  
Total humanitarian funding 
received in 2019 
 
Source http://fts.unocha.org, 30 April 2019 

 

 

 
 
Humanitarians are working with partners to support children and  
families affected by the ongoing crisis. Photo/UNICEF. 
 

Somalia faces another drought after two 
consecutive poor rainy seasons 
The deterioration in the humanitarian situation came earlier than expected. 2.2 
million people will need urgent food assistance by July 2019 
Below-average rains across most of 
Somalia during the 2018 Deyr 
(October-December), followed by 
harsh weather conditions during the 

dry Jilaal (January–March 2019) 
season and the poor performance of 
the Gu’ (April-June 2019) rains in 
April, has led to worsening drought 
conditions in many parts of the 
country, according to the latest 

update by FAO-led Food Security and 
Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU) and 
FEWSNET. The 2019 Gu’ rains have 
dismally failed in the first six weeks of 
the season across the Horn of Africa 
resulting in a second consecutive 

below-average rainy season in a 
region still recovering from the impact 
of the prolonged 2016/17 drought. In 
Somalia, the 2019 Gu’ is the top third 
driest on record since 1981.  
 

Even if the rains improve in May, 
which is unlikely, recovery rain losses 
in March and April is not achievable. 
Widespread crop failure and 
accelerated decline in livestock 
productivity are rapidly pushing communities in the worst-affected areas into acute food 

insecurity crisis phase or worse. Consequently, the number of people in acute food 
insecurity crisis phase or worse (IPC3 & 4) has spiked by ten per cent to more than 1.7 
million by April, which is more than double the 2016/17 drought period, and is expected to 
reach 2.2 million by July. Almost half of these (43 per cent) are internally displaced persons 
(IDPs). The severe drought conditions are leading to further internal displacement with 
nearly 44, 000 people estimated to have moved from rural areas into urban centres this 

year. Overall, 2.6 million people are internally displaced across the country. Humanitarians 
have also reported an increase in number of admissions for the treatment of moderate 
acute malnutrition (MAM) between January and March 2019. Urgent treatment is needed 
for some 954,000 children anticipated to be acutely malnourished in 2019, including 
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174,600 severely. The deterioration has come much earlier than seen over the last decades 
and before affected communities could recover from the most recent drought.   
 
The worst-affected areas 
The worst-affected areas include Northern Inland Pastoral (NIP), East Golis Pastoral, 
Addun Pastoral and Hawd Pastoral livelihood zones. In these areas, severe pasture and 

water deficits and early water trucking have been reported. Food security outcomes in 
East Golis Pastoral of Bari; Hawd Pastoral of Nugaal, Mudug, Galgaduud and Hiraan; 
and Addun Pastoral of Mudug have deteriorated from Stressed (IPC Phase 2) to Crisis 
(IPC Phase 3), as more households are expected to experience food consumption gaps 
through June 2019. The harsh Jilaal has also affected rural livelihoods in southern 
Somalia including Bay/Bakool Agropastoral and Southern Agropastoral of Hiraan, 

although the impact is less severe compared to central and northern regions.  
 
Limited saleable livestock assets, poor livestock body conditions, reduced access to milk, 
increased household expenditures on the rising cost of food and water, and overstretched 
social support networks have led to reduced food access. Further, humanitarian food 
assistance levels have significantly declined compared to the final quarter of 2018 due to 

limited humanitarian funding. As a result, food insecurity is worsening among pastoralists 
in northern and central Somalia. 
 
Since February 2019, both upstream and downstream water levels of the Shabelle and 
Juba rivers have remained very low. In some areas, river beds have dried up completely, 
due to prevailing drier-than-normal weather and high temperatures. This has led to 

extreme water scarcity for riverine communities.  Water prices in some areas are at twice 
the five-year average. Off-season production in riverine areas was also 11 percent lower 
than estimates in January 2019. 
 
Humanitarian response and gaps 
A $45.7 million SHF/CERF allocation is enabling the scale up of drought response to 

communities in targeted areas of northern, central and southern Somalia hardest-hit by 
the prolonged drought conditions, but much more is required. The 2019 Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP), which seeks $1.08 billion, is critically under-funded at only 19 per 
cent by the end of April. This gap is expected to increase as populations in IPC 2 continue 
to shift to IPC 3 or worse. Urgent additional, decisive and front-loaded financial support, 
which was key for the 2017 drought response, will now be critical to allow aid agencies to 

immediately scale up response in areas hardest hit by the drought. Critical sectors such 
as WASH, health, nutrition, food, protection and shelter are unable to scale up due to 
limited resources. WASH response is scaling back in several drought-affected rural areas 
and in urban centres where new IDPs continue to arrive – heightening the fears of disease 
outbreaks.  
 

The Humanitarian Country Team is preparing a 2019 Drought Response Plan, nested 
within the 2019 Humanitarian response Plan (HRP), to mobilize resources to address 
food gaps in the most severely affected areas and to support a more substantial increase 
in needs during the period between May and October 2019. 

 

A spike in child recruitment  
The United Nations-led Country Task Force on Monitoring and Reporting on grave 

violations against children reported that 612 children (seven girls and 605 boys) were 
recruited and used by armed groups in Somalia in the first quarter of 2019, against 448 
children in the first quarter of 2018 and 398 during the same period in 2017.   
 
Most of children were abducted by Al-Shabaab, who account for 77 per cent of the reported 
cases. The continued pressure on Al-Shabaab by the Somali National Army (SNA) and its 

allies could explain the increase, as the group resorts to child recruitment to replenish its 
numbers. The age of the children recruited in the first quarter of 2019, is between 13 and 
17 years. Fifty-six per cent (340) of the children were used as fighters and 32 per cent (196) 
for unknown purposes, while the remainder (76) were used in support roles such as 

The 2019 HRP is 
only 19 per cent 
funded by end of 
April.  
 

A 2019 Drought 
Response Plan to 
be launched soon.  
 

http://www.unocha.org/somalia
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escorts, at checkpoints, and as cooks and messengers. A third of verified cases of child 
recruitment and use occurred in Middle Juba (169), followed by Bay (119), Bakool (62), 
Galguduud (57), Mogadishu, Banadir (49), Nugal (40), Lower Shabelle (35), Lower Juba 
(25), Gedo (24), Hiraan (18), Middle Shabelle (13) and Mudug (one). 
 
During the same period, 

humanitarian partners 
provided protection 
services (interim care, 
medical assistance, 
psycho-social support, 
access to basic literacy and 

vocational training) to 392 
children (12 girls and 380 
boys), who escaped from 
armed forces and groups to 
seek shelter in safer areas. 
The result represents just 

over 13 per cent of the 
planned annual target of 
3,000 children associated 
with armed forces and 
groups, who need child protection services. The current response remains low because of 
limited funding to respond child protection needs in Somalia, including for interim care and 

socio- economic reintegration of children associated with armed forces and groups.  
 

Interview with South West State Minister for 
Humanitarian Affairs  
 
Mr. Nasir Arush is the newly appointed the Minister of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster 
Management for South West State since March this year. He was interviewed about the 
role of his ministry, the situation in the South West state, achievements and challenges.  
  
What is the role of the State Ministry for Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster 

Management?  
The role of the ministry is to coordinate 
humanitarian and disaster management 
activities in the state. This includes 
strengthening our coordination with 
humanitarian partners operating in the state. 

One of the various units under the ministry – 
the disaster management unit - is 
responsible for developing drought 
mitigation measures such as putting in place 
early warning systems. We are also 
strengthening our engagement with the local 

communities on various programmes on 
disaster mitigation and response, and our 
cooperation with the different tiers of the 
government (Federal, State and District 
levels) to enhance coordination and 
maximize opportunities. One of our priorities is to strengthen the humanitarian response 
systems, including building the capacity of the ministry, establishing a capable workforce 

and ensuring well-equipped offices and units.    
 
What is your assessment of the humanitarian situation in the South West State?  
According to assessments from all the regions in the state, since the last quarter of 2018, 
most areas are experiencing humanitarian challenges, including food insecurity and limited 

One of our priorities, 
is to strengthen the 
humanitarian 
response systems. 

Partners assisted 
392 children who 
escaped from 
armed forces and 
groups to seek 
shelter in safer 
areas. 
 

Mr. Nasir Arush, the South West Minister for Humanitarian 
Affairs and Disaster Management.  

http://www.unocha.org/somalia
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access to water. This has resulted in a decline in the people’s purchasing power, especially 
those in vulnerable circumstances such as the displaced populations. In Baidoa, the IDP 
population has exponentially grown since 2017, surpassing the host community and thus 
overstretching the available basic services, including access to water, health, shelter and 
education.  
 

What are some of the Ministry’s achievements so far? 
The Ministry was established in August 2017, following the drought that affected most areas 
in the state. In partnership with the Ministry of Planning, Investment and Economic 
Development, we launched the Drought Recovery and Intervention Plan (DRIP) in October 
2017. The plan highlights the priority needs of all the 18 districts and encourages partner 
organizations to align their interventions with the priorities of DRIP. The ministry has also 

created a system through which the local population can convey their views and needs 
through the governors, mayors, village and traditional elders. 
 
What are the current key challenges?  
Being a new ministry, we want to develop the capacity of our technical personnel so they 
can be effective in delivering on key priorities of the DRIP and supporting coordination with 

partners. We are still working to secure adequate office space and conference rooms. We 
also need equipment to help us strengthen our ability to monitor and predict disasters to 
improve our early warning systems and mitigation measures.   
 
How is your working relationship with the humanitarian partners?  
We have a cordial and mutually beneficial relationship with humanitarian partners as well 

as relevant government entities. On 22 January, the new President of South West State, 
Mr. Abdiaziz Hassan Mohamed, held an introductory meeting with UN agencies and NGOs 
and pledged his administration’s commitment to creating a conducive environment for the 
partners to implement their programmes unhindered. The Ministry has been tasked to 
ensure the pledge by the President is fulfilled and humanitarians are facilitated to execute 
their mandate. 

 

A new lease of life for IDPs in Baidoa 
The mood in some of the IDPs’ settlements in Baidoa Town is upbeat. Some of the IDPs 
are eagerly awaiting the start of a relocation that promises to hand them a new lease of 
life. In a move by state authorities and humanitarian partners, some 3,400 IDP households 

are to be gradually moved, in a month’s time, into permanent structures with individual title 
deeds; giving them a chance of owning a home again. 
 
“I will die in my new home. This is where I will be buried,” says the sixty-year-old Ms. Hasna 
Mohamed Kheyr, one of the IDPs living at the Hanan IDP settlement in Baidoa district. “I 
am so excited that my family will finally have another chance to own a home and will not 

live under the constant fear of getting evicted. I have no plans to return to my original home.”  
 
Hasna and her family of nine have been living in a makeshift shelter after they fled severe 
drought conditions and insecurity in Turqow area, in Bay region, three years ago. She was 
one of the farmers in the area who lost everything due to drought in 2016. “I have no home 
to go back to as all my livestock was wiped out and my crops damaged. Also the security 

is not good. Now I am just waiting to move.”   
 
Hasna and her family are now part of the 1,000 families expected to move in the first phase 
of the resettlement programme. “I have been told that at the new settlement we will have 
water for every household. We will also have sanitation facilities and will receive aid. I am 
excited to begin my new life,” she says. 
 

The relocation project was initiated in January 2018, at the height of the evictions in Baidoa 
town. It aims to improve the living conditions and access to services for IDPs at risk of 
eviction. In 2017/8, evictions were frequent in Baidoa and left thousands of people 
homeless. The trend has continued this year. Some 342 people have, so far, been evicted 
in Baidoa alone. Most of the evictees lose their livelihoods and assets. Humanitarian 

Some 3,400 IDP 
families to move 
into permanent 
structures in 
Baidoa.  

http://www.unocha.org/somalia
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infrastructure has been extensively destroyed, leaving thousands of children out of school, 
patients without access to health facilities and communities with no sanitation facilities. 
 
A task force working on the relocation 
comprises humanitarian partners and 
line ministries. The host community has 

also been widely consulted in the 
process.  The Mayor of Baidoa has 
allocated two sites in the southern and 
northern parts of the town. Construction 
is ongoing at the two sites. The 
infrastructure that has been built 

includes police posts, street lighting, 
sanitation facilities, schools, and 
boreholes. Roads are also being 
constructed. 
 
According to Mr. Abdulkadir Ali 

Mohamed, the South West State 
Commissioner for Refugees and IDPs, 
the government is working closely with 
humanitarian partners to ensure that the relocation is carried out smoothly. Each IDP 
household will be provided with land titles after moving into their new homes. He said that 
providing IDPs with land titles and permanent shelter will ensure their protection from 

evictions. The government hopes this will greatly reduce the disturbing trend of forced 
evictions particularly targeting IDPs who occupy privately owned land. Currently Baidoa 
town is home to an estimated 290,000 IDPs living in 391 settlements. The government has 
reaffirmed its commitment to working closely with humanitarian partners to provide the IDPs 
a safe haven in Baidoa.  
 

Immediate additional donor support urgently 
needed to avoid major humanitarian crisis 
 
As the humanitarian situation continues to deteriorate due to persistent drought and other 

factors in most parts of Somalia, humanitarian needs remain worryingly high and resources 
limited. The 2019 HRP is significantly underfunded. Only $209 million (19 per cent) of the 
$1.08 billion required has been received by the end of April, with an additional $46 million 
provided outside of the appeal, bringing total available funding to only $255 million. 
 

 
 
This is significantly less than in 2017 – only 47 percent – when similar conditions led to the 
massive scale-up of humanitarian operations to prevent famine, for which decisive and 
early support from donors was key. Similarly, in 2018, when famine prevention efforts 
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Donors are 
requested to 

drastically increase 
their support for the 
2019 Somalia 
humanitarian 
operation. 

Hasna Mohamed Kheyr outside her family’s makeshift shelter in 
Baidoa. Photo/OCHA. 

 

The Mayor of Baidoa 
allocated sites for IDP 
relocation.  
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continued early in the year, the availability of resources was significantly  better than to-date 
in 2019 (only 39 per cent). With the situation likely to deteriorate further in the coming 
months, humanitarian partners will be unable to provide critical assistance if donor support 
is not scaled up drastically.  
 
Donors and partners are also strongly encouraged to expedite reporting of all pledges and 

projected funding to the OCHA-managed Financial Tracking Service (FTS, 

https://fts.unocha.org, fts@un.org) and remain in close contact with cluster coordinators 
on priorities and gaps, to enable a coordinated and efficiently prioritized scale-up. 

 
The Somalia Humanitarian Fund (SHF) is finalizing its $34 million 1st Standard Allocation 
to boost response across the county through cluster-specific (93 per cent) and integrated 
interventions (7 per cent). Some 45 partners will receive funds, with 44 per cent going to 

local and national partners. An additional $1 million will be allocated through Reserve to 
support areas facing most critical WASH needs due to dry conditions in Bay, Lower Juba, 
Galgaduud and Hiraan.  
 
In April, the revised SHF Operational Manual and its annexes [download at 
http://bit.ly/2019-SHF-OM] and the SHF 2018 Annual report [download at http://bit.ly/2018-

SHF-AR] were published. 

For further information, please contact:  

Tapiwa Gomo, Head of Communication, gomo@un.org, Tel. +252 616 548 007.  Antonette Miday, Public Information Officer, 
miday@un.org, Tel. +252-619150461. Mursal Ali Ahmed | Public Information Analyst, mursalali@un.org, Tel: +252619150457/ 
252615679998. OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/somalia | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

The SHF is finalizing 

its $34 million 1st 
Standard Allocation 
to boost drought 
response. 
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