
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Emergency response teams provide medical assistance to flood-
affected people in Elwak district, Gedo Region. Photo/MercyUSA 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
• Over half a million people 

affected by flooding, 200,000 of 

these have been displaced  

• Securing key roads for 

humanitarian supplies 

• Spearheading humanitarian 

response in Puntland 

• AWD/cholera cases spike  

• Humanitarian funding levels 

remain low as needs rise 

FIGURES 
# of people  
in need 

        5.4m  

# of people in  
humanitarian 
emergency  
and crisis 

             
      2.7m 

 

  

# of people Emergency   
(IPC Phase 4)                     0.5m  
 

  

# of children projected to be  
malnourished                            1.2m 

 

# of people displaced 
internally by drought 
since November 2016 

  1.4m  

# of people in 
protracted internal 
displacement 

   1.1m  

  

 FUNDING 

$1.5 BILLION  
requested in the 2018 
Humanitarian Response Plan 

$482 MILLION  
Total humanitarian funding 
received for Somalia; $286million 
towards the 2018 HRP 
(Source: http://fts.unocha.org, 30 

April 2018) 
 

 

Over half a million people affected by flooding  
The probability of floods of this current magnitude is once every fifty years, SWALIM. 
Flash and river flooding has affected more than 582,000 people and of these over 200,000 
have been displaced from their homes 
following heavy rains received across 
the country in April, according to 
UNHCR-led Protection and Return and 
Monitoring Network (PRMN).  
 
The Gu rainy season (April – June) 
started early March with consistent, 
heavy rains in flood-prone areas of 
southern and central regions. The 
Juba and Shabelle basins in Somalia 
and in the Ethiopian highlands 
continued to receive moderate to 
heavy rains, according to FAO-
managed Somalia Water and Land 
Information Management (SWALIM). 
Other central and northern parts of the 
country are expected to receive 
moderate to high rains in the first week 
of May with regions of Puntland being 
the exception. Overall, rainfall has 
been above average over broad areas 
of Somalia and the result has been a 
rapid increase in river levels causing 
flash and riverine flooding in many 
locations.  
 
SWALIM has reported that the probability of floods of this current magnitude is once every 
fifty years. The Juba and Shabelle rivers have reached bank full levels in several locations 
causing flooding much earlier in the season than historically observed. Flooding along the 
two rivers has resulted in the destruction of crops and property and inundation of houses.  
 
The President of Somalia visits Belet Weyne to assess flood damage 
On 30 April, the OCHA deputy head of office accompanied the President of the Federal 
Government of Somalia, Mohamed Abdullahi "Farmajo" Mohamed to assess the impact of 
the flooding in Belet Weyne in Hirshabelle State to expedite response. The Belet Weyne 
town and surrounding riverine villages are the worst affected areas. An estimated 150,000 
people have been displaced in the town and surrounding riverine villages after the Shabelle 
River burst its banks and inundated houses and crops. Road movement is limited due to 
flooding, thus hindering access to some of the affected areas, including delivery of 
humanitarian supplies. The main road that connects Belet Weyne town to the airport is on 

Humanitarian Bulletin 
SOMALIA 
5 April – 2 May 2018 

 
In this issue 

Flooding displaces thousands of people P.1 

AWD/cholera update P.3 

HADMA’s key role in Puntland   P.4 

Funding Update   P.5 

 

 
 

https://twitter.com/MercyUSA
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Elwak?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/SomGu2018?src=hash


Somalia Humanitarian Bulletin, April 2018 | 2 
 
 

 

www.unocha.org/somalia | www.unocha.org 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

the verge of closure due to the river overflow.  Another 20,000 people have been affected 
by flash and river flooding in the Middle Shabelle region of Hirshabelle State when the 
Shabelle River overflowed into the Horseed area and other low lying areas within the river 
basin. Some 7,000 people moved to Hantiwadaag village in Jowhar. The road connecting 
Mogadishu and Jowhar is almost impassable, while the Jowhar-Balcad road is cut off at 
Garsaale village, north of Balcad.  
 
Meanwhile, in Jubaland State, 42,300 of the 165,000 people affected are displaced, 
particularly in Bu’aale, Garbahaarey, Ceel Waaq, Luuq, Baardheere and Saakow. Farmers 
in the Juba riverine areas lost their equipment and cash crop that was due for harvesting.   
 

Flash flooding and inundation of 
IDPs settlements was also 
reported in Banadir region, 
South West and Galmudug 
states. Infrastructure, such as 
latrines have been destroyed, 
heightening concerns of water-
borne diseases. With the short-
term forecasts pointing to heavy 
rainfall in the first week of May, 
the situation will continue to 
worsen. The heavy Gu rains 
have already worsened 
conditions in overcrowded IDP 
settlements. Their shelters 

cannot withstand heavy rains and accompanying winds. In Baidoa town, South West State, 
nearly 174,000 people, mainly IDPs, have been affected. Baidoa town hosts an estimated 
246,000 IDPs. In Banadir region, with 497,000 IDPs, flash floods have affected 54,000 
people, mainly in IDP settlements in K12, towards the Afgooye corridor. Some 9,300 IDPs 
have been affected in settlements in low-lying areas of Abduwaq town in Galgaduud region 
of Galmudug State. 
 
Humanitarians partners scale up flood response 
The Federal Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management and authorities in 
Banadir, Jubaland and South West have appealed for urgent humanitarian assistance. On 
28 April, the Prime Minister, Hassan Ali Khayre, convened a consultation meeting with 
partners to call for urgent flood response. A National Flood Committee composed of 22 
members from the Government and Civil society to be chaired by the Deputy Prime Minister 
was established to coordinate flood response. On 30 April, the President of Somalia 
described the flood situation in Belet Weyne and surrounding areas as a national disaster 
and appealed to the international community and the Somali diaspora for urgent 
assistance. 
 
Humanitarian partners have stepped up their response in areas affected by flooding. They 
are providing life-saving assistance, including food, WASH, health, nutrition, shelter and 
sandbags where needed. In Hirshabelle State, a task force in Belet Weyne is disseminating 
early warning information to communities at risk. Humanitarian partners are scaling up 
response by supporting with water supply and latrine construction, hygiene kits, shelter and 
non-food items. AMISOM is providing logistical support to rescue and move people to 
higher ground. Some 10,000 sandbags were distributed on 25 April by local authorities to 
repair damaged embankments. The Logistics partners have transported eight medical staff 
to Jowhar for a day mission, while a planeload of 4.5 MT of emergency medicines and 
medical supplies was delivered to Belet Weyne on 29 April by health partners. A mobile 
clinic was set up in Ceel Jaale and another will be opened in Hawlwadaag/ Lugbari location 
soon. The first batch of 5.5 MT of high energy biscuits was also distributed to over 3,600 
people in Ceel Jaale (the largest evacuation site), covering their immediate needs for three 
days. Close to 21,500 people in Belet Weyne have been reached with in-kind food 
distribution and cash transfers for drought response. These people are also affected by the 
current flooding. Plans are underway to provide 2,500 MT of in-kind food assistance to over 

A displaced woman and her child outside their destroyed shelter in Baidoa town. 
Photo/OCHA 

A National Flood 
Committee was 
established on 28 
April to coordinate 
flood response.  

 

Humanitarian 
partners have scaled 
up flood response in 
Belet Weyne town 
and surrounding 
areas.  

Belet Weyne town 
and surrounding 
areas are the worst 
affected with an 
estimated 150,000 
people displaced.  
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101,000 people for a period of two months in Belet Weyne and Jowhar. Food supplies are 
being dispatched to Belet Weyne. Two boats have been secured to reach the displaced in 
isolated areas.  
  
In Jubaland, health partners have deployed mobile clinics in Ceel Waaq, Doolow and Luuq 
and other nearby affected areas. The Shelter cluster has distributed shelter kits to 400 
families in Dhobley. Medical and nutrition supplies are pre -positioned in Dhobley ready to 
deploy. Food, nutrition, cash-assistance, WASH, shelter, and health assistance are being 
provided to communities affected by the Juba River flooding. In Baidoa, South West State, 
partners have provided medical supplies, shelter and hygiene kits and water chlorination 
tablets as well as stepping up hygiene promotion. In Banadir region, WASH supplies are 
ready to deploy. Lack of resources is restricting aid agencies’ ability to mount a robust flood 
response.  
 

Securing key roads for humanitarian supplies 
A convoy of desperately needed health and WASH supplies and an ambulance reached 
Baidoa, South West State, on 2 April, after a 241-kilometre journey from Mogadishu. The 
100.9MT convoy was delivering life-saving supplies for internally displaced and vulnerable 
communities in Baidoa. It was made as the ‘Last Resort’ as per the Somalia Humanitarian 
Civil-Military guidelines, which mandate AMISOM to secure the Mogadishu-Baidoa route 
for the humanitarian convoys. In order to facilitate humanitarian operations in hard-to-
access areas, humanitarians advocate for unimpeded access along all the main supply 
routes in south and central Somalia.  
 

AWD/cholera outbreak continues to bite  
An upsurge in cases of suspected Acute 
Watery Diarrhoea (AWD)/cholera 
continues in Banadir region and Jubaland 
State. In Lower Juba region of Jubaland 
State, the increase has been recorded in 
Kismayo, while nine districts in Banadir 
are also affected. Since December 2017, 
17 districts in four regions have reported 
new AWD/cholera cases. Overall, the 
total number of suspected cases has now 
reached 2,468, with 10 people having 
succumbed. The overall Case Fatality 
Rate (CFR) is 0.4 per cent.  Health 
partners have attributed the outbreak in 
Banadir and Kismayo to the use of 
contaminated water. The first cases were 
reported in Belet Weyne in Hirshabelle 
State in December 2017 and spread to 
areas along the Shabelle River. The 
active transmission of AWD/cholera in 
Banadir, Kismayo, Jowhar and Bulo 
Barde started in 2018. 
 
At least five people have died following 
the epidemic in Kismayo and surrounding 
areas. Kismayo is a cholera hotspot and 

has recorded the highest number of cases in the current outbreak. Most cases are among 
IDPs in Farjano, particularly in Dalxiiska settlement which hosts 9,000 people. So far, 790 
cases have been reported in Kismayo. A gradual increase in the cases has been attributed 
to the Gu rains.  The majority of the affected are treated at the Farjano Cholera Treatment 
Centre (CTC) and Kismayo General Hospital Cholera Treatment Unit (CTU). In Banadir 
region, 13 of the 15 districts are reporting an increase in cases of AWD/cholera and most 
of them are managed at the Banadir CTC in Mogadishu.  
 

Flood response is 
also ongoing in 
affected areas in 
Galmudug, 
Jubaland and South 
West states and the 
Banadir region.  

Kismayo is a 
cholera hotspot 
and has recorded 
the highest number 
of cases in the 
current outbreak. 

2,468 AWD/cholera 
cases, including 10 -
related deaths have 
been reported since 
December 2017.  

http://www.unocha.org/somalia
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Humanitarians scale up response to contain the outbreak. 
Local authorities working with humanitarian partners are stepping up treatment in the 
CTC/CTU and referral systems in Banadir region, Hirshabelle and Jubaland states.  Some 
138 cases have been treated at the Kismayo Hospital and Farjano CTUs. A new CTU is 
planned for Goob Weyn village, outside Kismayo town to treat cases from the north. 
Partners are also scaling up hygiene promotion, including training local authority officials 
on water quality testing. Health cluster partners have strengthened the AWD/Cholera 
surveillance system using the electronic based surveillance Early Warning Alert and 
Response Network. Verification has been done by Rapid Response Teams based in 
different regions in AWD/cholera hotspots. Humanitarian partners have also distributed 
hygiene kits in target areas and case tracing for control is ongoing at the household level. 
The Oral Cholera Vaccination campaign conducted in 11 high risk districts in Banadir 
region, South West, Hirshabelle and Jubaland states has contributed to the reduction in 
new cases.  More than a million people aged one year and above received two OCV doses. 
 

Spearheading humanitarian response in 
Puntland 
The Puntland State agency of Humanitarian Affairs 
and Disaster Management Agency (HADMA), under 
the Office of the President, was formed in the 
aftermath of the Tsunami in 2004. The state was 
among the areas affected by the Tsunami that 
devastated the Indian Ocean coast of Somalia in 
2004. The HADMA General Manager Abdullahi 
Abdirahman Ahmed outlines the key role the agency 
plays in coordinating humanitarian action.  
 
What is the role of HADMA?  
HADMA is the lead government agency tasked with 
coordination and leading humanitarian action, 
disaster risk reduction, resilience and recovery 
programmes. It ensures that interventions are conducted in an integrated and 
comprehensive manner. Part of that entails re-stocking of livestock after emergencies, 
livelihood diversification to enhance the resilience of vulnerable communities and prompt 
emergency response and coordination with humanitarians. 
 
What are some of HADMA’s achievement so far? More than 14 years since its 
inception, HADMA continues to lead humanitarian coordination and response. Notable 
achievements include the development of key policy documents such as the Disaster 
Management Policy, the DRR Framework, Disaster Preparedness and Contingency Plan, 
Disaster Response Plan and Vulnerability reduction. HADMA has also strengthened early 
warning capacities and systems to enhance emergency preparedness and intervention. 
We have established the early warning framework and trained volunteers on dissemination. 
In 2017, HADMA was proactive in raising the alarm and appeals for assistance as drought 
conditions continued to deteriorate. In February 2018, we have issued an appeal for 
assistance as drought worsens. We have also established regional and district level 
drought response committees to coordinate with aid organizations and ensure an expedited 
response.  
 
What do you see as the key challenges? In 2017, humanitarian partners assisted 
HADMA to open sub-offices in Bossaso and Gaalkacyo to coordinate drought response. 
However, due to lack of funding, the offices closed-down after only three months. Limited 
funding and technical capacity continue to negatively impact HADMA and resulted in high 
staff turnover. There is also need to enhance coordination with various government 
departments. 
 
How is your working relationship with humanitarian partners? We collaborate 
with various humanitarian agencies, including the UN and INGOs in Puntland. We also 

HADMA is the lead 
agency tasked with 
coordination and 
leading humanitarian 
action in Puntland.  

Abdullahi Abdirahman Ahmed, the HADMA General 
Manager 
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work closely with the Federal Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management.  
With support from humanitarians, we undertake assessments and also participate in inter-
agency assessments. HADMA is also coordinating humanitarian meetings to enable 
needs-based strategic planning and system-wide monitoring. 
 
What are your future priorities? We are putting in place key measures to increase 
our effectiveness. They include setting up disaster operation and coordination centers both 
at central and regional levels in Puntland. We are also enhancing preparedness/response 
and contingency planning and working to increase HADMA’s presence in Bossaso and 
Gaalkacyo where key humanitarian challenges exist.  
 

Funding levels remain low as needs rise 
In light of the increasingly severe humanitarian situation, worsened by the current flooding 
due to heavy Gu rains, the Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) remains significantly 
underfunded. Only $279 million or 18 per cent of the $1.5 billion required by the HRP to 
provide assistance to 4.7 million people in need – has been received.  
 

With an additional $194 million provided for 
activities outside the HRP, a total of $473 
million has been set aside for Somalia 
humanitarian response this year. Of this 
amount, some $89 million has already been 
disbursed to humanitarian partners, while 
$384 million has been committed. 
 
The low funding is severely affecting the 
capacity of partners to provide critical 
humanitarian assistance as needs rise. Most 
clusters are unable to support a robust flood 
response as is required and to maintain 
ongoing response operations. Critical 
sectors such as food, health, shelter and 
WASH are scaling back their monthly reach 
due to lack of resources. Hotspot areas in 

Awdal, Lower Shabelle and Woqooyi Galbeed with high levels of food, nutrition and health 
need due to drought have been affected by these reductions. 
 
The pooled funds have stepped forward to boost the implementation of drought response 
activities and prevent the situation from deteriorating further in the coming months, with 
some $34 million aid prioritized in 2018.The $12 million released by the Central Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF) is being used to provide time critical life-saving food and livelihood 
protection support to rural households and IDPs in parts of northern Somalia, while another 
injection of CERF Rapid Response funds is being considered for floods response.  
 
The Somalia Humanitarian Fund (SHF) is finalizing the allocation of $22 million to boost 
life-saving services mostly in southern Somalia, of which $14 million is for cluster-specific 
interventions and $8 million for integrated multi-cluster interventions. The SHF is 
maintaining its strong focus on supporting non-governmental partners by allocating 97 per 
cent of available funds to NGOs, of which more than half to national partners. 44 partners 
are receiving SHF grants during this allocation round, but more funding is urgently needed 
to support life-saving response over the coming months. 

The SHF is 
finalizing the 
allocation of $22 
million to boost life-
saving response.   

For further information, please contact:  
Tapiwa Gomo, Head of Communication, gomo@un.org, Tel. +252 616 548 007.   
Antonette Miday, Public Information Officer, miday@un.org, Tel. +252-619150461.  
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/somalia | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

The 2018 
Humanitarian 
Response Plan 
(HRP) is significantly 
underfunded. 
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