
 

Regional Mixed Migration in the Horn of Africa and Yemen in 2015: End of year 

trend summary and analysis 
 

Ongoing and renewed conflict, endemic poverty, poor protection and a strong culture of migration, 

among others, continued to drive complex population movements from the Horn of Africa and 

Yemen throughout the year. Record numbers of migrants and refugees (over 1 million) arriving in 

Europe by sea and land in 2015 have pushed mixed migration to the top of the agenda, in 

destination and transit countries alike. Migrants and refugees alike continued to face significant 

protection risks in the region and beyond, ranging from abuse to abduction and death at sea. 

 

Mixed migration routes within and beyond the Horn of Africa 
 

Figure 1: Major mixed migration routes originating from the Horn of Africa in 2015 

 
Source: RMMS 



Eastward (between the Horn of Africa and Yemen) 

In 2015, the Horn of Africa-Yemen migration corridor illustrated the dynamics of mixed migration 

flows, as well as the power of migration drivers. For years, the mixed migration flow between Horn 

of Africa consisted of a one-way flow of Ethiopian and Somali migrants and refugees migrating 

eastwards from the Horn of Africa to Yemen. In 2015, however, after the conflict in Yemen 

escalated, this flow became bi-directional, with a substantial number of Yemeni refugees as well as 

returning Somali and Ethiopian migrants and refugees fleeing to Djibouti, Somalia, Ethiopia and 

Sudan. However, showing the power of migration drivers, at the same time, despite the war and dire 

humanitarian situation in Yemen, the mixed migration flow from the Horn of Africa to Yemen 

continued almost as in previous years.  

 

In early 2015, conflict in Yemen escalated, when Houthi forces and forces loyal to former President 

Saleh started fighting forces loyal to the government. On 25 March 2015, a Saudi Arabia-led coalition 

launched airstrikes against the Houthi forces, in a bid to restore the former Yemeni government. The 

outbreak of this conflict led returnee and refugee flows between Yemen and the Horn of Africa. 

Between the start of the conflict in March 2015 and 31st December 2015, a total of 78,983 persons 

(including 29% Yemeni nationals and 37% Somali nationals) had sought refuge in Djibouti, Somalia, 

Ethiopia and Sudan. At the end of 2015 there were more than 2.5 million internally displaced 

persons (IDPs) in the country. With no political solution in sight, it is expected that the devastation 

and displacement will continue into 2016. 

 

Figure 2: Arrival from Yemen into Horn of Africa as of December 2015 

 
Source: UNHCR and RMMS 
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Despite the worsening situation, Yemen continued to experience continued arrivals of migrants and 

refugees across the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden. In 2015, an estimated 92,446 new arrivals landed 

along the Arabian and Red Sea coasts of Yemen, of which 89% Ethiopian (the majority from Oromo 

region) and 11% Somali. This is one of the highest annual arrival figures on record, with only 2012 

(107,532) and 2011 (103,154) having higher arrivals figures. Only briefly (four months) did new 

arrival figures to Yemen decrease following the outbreak of the war on 26 March 2015.   

 

Figure 3: Migrant arrivals in Yemen, 2012-2015 

 
Source: UNHCR and RMMS  

 

This reported figure for 2015 could be even lower than the actual figure of those who arrived, due to 

limited reception, patrolling and registration presence and capacity along the Red Sea coast, because 

of the conflict. Reportedly, many of the refugees and migrants setting off towards Yemen were 

unaware of the scale of the conflict and deteriorating security situation. Some were aware of the 

conflict, but said that they had been convinced to travel by the smugglers who told them that the 

conflict had ended. Many others – likely the majority - are aware of the risks but if they compare it 

to their economic situation at home, they are willing to take the risk in order to get a job in Saudi 

Arabia. Past evidence also showed that increased turbulence in countries like Yemen and Libya does 

not deter migrants and more specifically does not stop smugglers encouraging migrants to go to 

Yemen, whatever the dangers. A situation of lawlessness even increases the opportunities to 

disembark in Yemen undetected by authorities.  

 

As in previous years, there are many protection risks along the journey to Yemen. The risk of 

drowning, gender-based violence, physical abuse, injury, health hazards and emotional trauma are 

realities for most new arrivals to Yemen. In 2015, 95 persons lost their life at sea while crossing from 

the Horn of Africa to Yemen. This figure is significantly lower than the 2014 figure of 246 which 

according to IOM, is as a result of merchant traders shifting to migrant smuggling with more 

seaworthy boats in response to increased demand for irregular migration. At the Red Sea coast, 

abduction, abuse and extortion for ransom continue as in previous years, even during the war. New 

arrivals also face arbitrary detention by armed forces, security officials or popular resistance 
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committees, on suspicion of having joined one of the parties to the conflict. Migrants also risk being 

recruited by militias - forced or otherwise -to engage in fighting or being caught in severe ground 

fighting, airstrikes and heavily mined areas when they engage in onward movement towards Saudi 

Arabia.  

Northward (through Egypt into Israel)  

The Northern route, through Egypt and into Israel, continued to become increasingly restricted for 

migrants and refugees from the Horn of Africa. In line with previous years, the Israeli government 

continued to develop its progressively restrictive policy towards “infiltrators”. Israel offers African 

migrants (mainly Eritreans and Sudanese) a USD 3,500 incentive to ‘voluntarily’ return. Those 

declining to leave are transferred to a detention facility in the Negev desert, which adds a strong 

element of coercion to the Israeli repatriation policy. Israel also signed agreements with third 

countries (Rwanda and Uganda) to relocate African migrants. In September 2015, Israel’s Population, 

Immigration and Border Authority released statistics showing the departure of more than 8,000 

Eritrean and Sudanese asylum seekers to third countries. A report released by human rights group 

International Refugee Rights Initiative (IRRI) in September 2015 alleged that despite assurances 

made by the Israeli government on the protection of asylum seekers in third countries, they were 

unable to secure any form of legal status on their arrival. Official figures show that there are 45,000 

asylum seekers and irregular migrants in Israel, almost all of whom are from Eritrea and Sudan, yet 

the country has approved less than 1% of asylum applications since it ratified the UN Refugee 

Convention in 1954. As a result of these policies, the number of migrants and refugees from the 

Horn of Africa who make it to Israel remains low, as in previous years. However, despite these 

measures and strong border control, over 140 migrants and asylum seekers have reportedly entered 

Israel in 2015, which is more than those entering in 2013 and 2014 combined. However, the number 

is still low compared to the years between 2006 and 2011. In 2011, an estimated 17,000 Eritreans 

entered Israel. From 2012 onwards, Israel started putting in place stringent immigration measures, 

after which the numbers dropped to almost zero.  

 

Egypt remains an important transit country for African migrants and refugees, en route to Israel, to 

Libya or before crossing the Mediterranean to Europe. However, in 2015, the Egyptian government 

continued to crack down on irregular migration. During the year, thousands of migrants were 

arrested and detained. The Egyptian Cabinet also approved a new anti-human smuggling legislation 

that, for the first time in the country’s history, criminalizes persons who facilitate the passage of 

migrants in and out of the country. The passage of this new law is a positive move to bring Egypt in 

compliance to the standards set out in the “Smuggling Protocol” of the UN Convention against 

Transnational Organized Crime. It remains to be seen what impact this will have on smuggling 

networks operating in the country and the numbers of migrants and asylum seekers choosing to ply 

the route through the country.  

 

The notorious kidnapping and trafficking cases (mainly of Eritreans) that were so evident in Egypt’s 

Sinai Peninsula between 2011 and 2013 appear to have diminished as on-going fighting between 

militants and Egyptian government forces have significantly disrupted trafficking activities. It is 

estimated that nearly 30,000 Eritreans were abducted and taken to the Sinai between 2007 and 

2013 to suffer torture and ransom demands. As in 2014, there are no indications of a re-emergence 

http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-35475403
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/may/06/israel-african-migrants-deported?CMP=share_btn_fb
http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-35475403
http://regionalmms.org/fileadmin/content/rmms_publications/Going_West_migration_trends_Libya___Europe_final.pdf
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-25222336


of trafficking in Sinai. Nevertheless, data from RMMS’ 4Mi (mixed migration monitoring mechanism 

initiative) project shown in the infographic below indicates that kidnappings are still a regular 

occurrence along the migration routes through Sudan, Egypt and Libya. 

 

Figure 4: Screenshot from 4Mi data. The red dots on the map indicate reported incidents of migrant 

kidnappings. The larger the dot, the higher the number of incidents.  

 
Source: http://4mi.regionalmms.org/ 

 

Southward (through Kenya towards South Africa) 

 

Throughout the year, migrants and asylum seekers from the Horn of Africa continued to migrate 

irregularly along the Eastern Corridor from the Horn of Africa towards South Africa, transiting 

through Kenya, Tanzania and Southern African countries. Many face the risk of (multiple) detention 

and deportation along the way. In the second half of 2015, it was reported that the Kenyan military 

had joined forces with the Anti-Terrorism Police Unit, in a new initiative to curb migrant smuggling 

from Ethiopia. Thousands of Ethiopian migrants have been arrested and detained in 2015 for being 

in Kenya illegally.  

 

South Africa remains to be the main destination on the continent for African migrants. While the 

number of undocumented migrants from other African countries crossing into South Africa is 

unknown, conservative estimates place this number anywhere between three and six million people. 

In an effort to curb migrant smuggling, South Africa introduced stiffer penalties for smugglers. Cross-

border transport operators, known locally as omalayitsha, will now how have to pay a fine of close 

to USD 1,000 for each person smuggled across South African borders without documents, expired 

passports, or valid visas. 

 

Reminiscent of a wave of xenophobic violence in 2008, one of the worst outbreaks of xenophobic 

violence took place in South Africa in April 2015, when Zulu king Goodwill Zwelithini, reportedly 

incited followers to take action by calling for foreigners to pack their bags and leave. The violence 

towards African migrants, started in Durban but soon spread to other urban areas leaving at least 

five people dead, hundreds forced to flee their homes and shops run by foreigners looted and burnt 

down.   

http://4mi.regionalmms.org/
http://www.irinnews.org/report/87032/south-africa-how-many-undocumented-migrants-pick-a-number


Westward (also known as the ‘Central Mediterranean route’)  

During the European summer of 2015, the irregular migrant and refugee movement into Europe 

escalated in number rapidly with people entering Europe along western, eastern, and central 

European sea routes and eastern land routes. Between July and September the headlines and media 

news services were almost completely dominated by unprecedented coverage and policy debate 

concerning the ever increasing numbers of migrants and refugees entering Europe. A total of 

1,014,836 refugees and migrants arrived in Europe by sea, a 363% increase in arrivals compared to 

2014. Until early 2015, Mediterranean Sea arrivals were primary felt in Italy with migrants 

approaching the EU through what is called the Central Mediterranean route. However, over the 

course of the year the Eastern Mediterranean route emerged as the most popular route and Greece, 

for the first time, surpassed Italy as the main entry point into Europe for migrants and asylum 

seekers.  

 

The total number of migrants and refugees entering Italy by sea in 2015 is 153,842. Arrivals from the 

Horn of Africa dominate movements on this route; Eritreans accounted for 27 percent (39,162) 

Somalis 8 percent (12,433) and Sudanese 6 percent (over 9,000). Particularly worrying is the large 

number of children among new arrivals in Italy. Around 10%, or 15,000, of the new arrivals in Italy 

are children, of which around 5,000 Eritrean children.  

 

Figure 5: New arrivals in Italy in 2015, by nationality  

 
Source: UNHCR.   

 

For the fourth consecutive year, Eritreans ranked among the top nationalities of those arriving in 

Italy. It is estimated around 5,000 Eritreans were leaving their country every month in 2015 (similar 

to the previous year), transiting through Sudan and Libya. There are no indications this flow will 

decrease in the coming year. Arrivals from Somalia and Sudan also increased consistently over the 

year. As shown in the graph above, the number of arrivals in Italy dropped significantly after the 

European summer, while slightly picking up again in December, possibly related to the unusual warm 

weather in Europe in December and calmer seas.  

http://destination-unknown.org/iom-and-unicef-data-brief-migration-of-children-to-europe/?utm_content=buffer0ff5d&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://destination-unknown.org/iom-and-unicef-data-brief-migration-of-children-to-europe/?utm_content=buffer0ff5d&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/documents.php?page=1&view=grid&Country%5B%5D=105


The Western route out of the Horn of Africa remains one of the most dangerous migration routes in 

the world. Dependent on unscrupulous migrant smugglers and human traffickers, migrants and 

refugees continue to face harsh conditions -such as a lack of food, water and medication – and 

physical abuse, while travelling through the Sahara desert through Sudan and Libya. In a November 

2015 report, MSF concluded that the Sahara may be as deadly as the Mediterranean, but many of 

the deaths and abuses in the desert go unreported. Unpublished research, based on an extensive 

household survey in Somaliland, indicated that 85% of Somaliland youth undertaking irregular 

migration to Europe had been held for ransom in Sudan or Libya at least once during their journey 

and almost 60% were held more than once. 

 

Figure 6: Screenshot from 4Mi data. The red dots on the map indicate reported incidents of migrant 

deaths. The larger the dot, the higher the number of incidents.  

 
Source: http://4mi.regionalmms.org/ 

 

However, as in previous years, most focus is on the final stretch of the journey, the sea crossing. 

2015 was the deadliest year on record, with 3,771 persons having lost their lives or gone missing in 

the Mediterranean Sea whilst trying to reach European shores, of which 359 migrants and refugees 

were from the Horn of Africa. Out of the 3,771 deaths, 2,892 occurred on the Central Mediterranean 

route to Italy. This makes the Central Mediterranean route the most deadly sea route, in terms of 

the percentage of casualties, and the second deadliest route when the distance of the crossing is 

taken into account (compared to other sea routes, such as the Eastern Mediterranean route 

between Turkey and Greece, the Gulf of Aden / Red Sea route between the Horn of Africa and 

Yemen or the Bay of Bengal / Andaman Sea, which is mostly used by Rohingya from Myanmar and 

Bangladeshis heading to Thailand and Malaysia).  

 

Although the number of deaths at sea in Europe is unacceptably high, the death toll in 2015 stood at 

0.37% of the total number of arrivals. Statistically speaking, this offers migrants and asylum seekers 

relatively good odds of crossing the Mediterranean into Europe, with over 99% of those boarding 

vessels making it safely across. This may in part be encouraging migrants and asylum seekers from 

sub-Saharan African states to board boats on North African shores and gamble the crossing to 

Europe. Responding to the high number of deaths in the beginning of 2015, particularly in April with 

over 1,200 deaths at sea, search and rescue operations in the Mediterranean were scaled up. The 

https://www.msf.es/sites/default/files/publicacion/Turning%20a%20blind%20eye%20ENG%20091115.pdf
http://4mi.regionalmms.org/
http://missingmigrants.iom.int/mediterranean
http://regionalmms.org/index6514.html?id=44&tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=368&cHash=e31e59e9ab8d630152ca18c333115ab6


multi-national European Operation Triton (which had replaced the Italian navy-run Mare Nostrum 

operation) was extended. Moreover, in a unique initiative, MSF stepped in and launched three 

search and rescue operations, one in collaboration with the Malta-based Migrant Offshore Aid 

Station (MOAS). As of November 2015, more than 17,000 people had been rescued at sea by MSF 

and MOAS.  

Forced displacement and refugees in the Horn of Africa  

The Horn of Africa remains one of the major refugee producing and hosting regions in the world. 

People in the region are displaced for numerous reasons. Conflict and violence (such as in South 

Sudan, Somalia and Yemen), persecution, repression and abuse of human rights (Eritrea and 

reportedly to some extent Ethiopia) are causes that force people to flee, in addition to conditions 

such as water scarcity, food insecurity, drought (such as the 2011 famine in Somalia and potentially 

the drought that is currently affecting parts of Ethiopia), environmental degradation, famine (which 

is currently building up in South Sudan) and natural disasters, as well as poverty, and the failure of 

economic development.  

 

At the end of December 2015, Ethiopia was host to 733,644 registered asylum seekers and refugees, 

retaining its title as the largest host of refugees on the continent. The largest groups of refugees are 

South Sudanese (282,033), Somalis (251,797) and Eritreans (155,207) and the number continued to 

rise over the year, especially due to the ongoing crisis in South Sudan.  

 

As of December 2015, Kenya hosted 593,881 registered refugees and asylum seekers. Somali 

refugees and asylum seekers are still the most populous group in the country (71%), followed by 

refugees and asylum seekers from South Sudan (16%) and Ethiopia (5%). Since the beginning of a 

voluntary return operation of Somali refugees from Kenya – with the signing of the tripartite 

agreement between the Government of Kenya, the Federal Government of Somali and UNHCR – 

6,101 Somali refugees have been supported to voluntarily repatriate from Dadaab refugee camp in 

Kenya to Somalia, of which 5,616 returned in 2015.  

 

Uganda remains the third refugee hosting country in the region, with over half a million refugees 

(512,966) as of December 2015, mostly from South Sudan, the Democratic Republic of Congo, 

Burundi and Rwanda. Violence sparked by President Nkurunziza’s controversial third-term run in 

2015 continued to displace thousands of Burundians across borders, mostly into Tanzania, Uganda 

and Rwanda. As of January 2016, there were 232,501 Burundian refugees and asylum seekers in 

countries in the region. Moreover, the region continues to host millions of Internally Displaced 

Persons (IDPs), including over 1.1 million in Somalia, 2.5 million in Yemen and 1.7 million in South 

Sudan.  The map below provides an overview of the number of refugees and asylum seekers, as well 

as the number of IDPs, in all countries in the region.  
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Figure 7: Map of refugees and IDPs in the Horn of Africa 

 
Sources: UNHCR, IDMC and RMMS.  

 

 



Protection space  

Throughout 2015, migrants, asylum seekers and refugees continued to face significant protection 

risks within and outside the region, including, as discussed above, deaths at sea, extortion and 

kidnapping and physical abuse. In many destination and transit countries, such as Israel, Egypt and 

South Africa, the immigration regime is becoming increasingly strict. Late 2014, the Kenyan 

parliament passed a new Security Laws (Amendment) Act, which included intentions to limit the 

number of refugees and asylum seekers in the country to 150,000, and re-enforced encampment 

policy, limiting refugees to the country’s two remote camps in Dadaab and Kakuma. These plans 

were, however, partly overruled by Kenya’s High court, which in February 2015 annulled eight 

clauses, including the one which capped the number of refugees and asylum-seekers to 150,000. 

However, shortly after the terrorist attack in April 2015 on Garissa University where Al-Shabaab 

gunmen killed 147 students, the Kenyan government threatened to close Dadaab refugee camp 

(which hosts around 350,000 Somali refugees), saying the camp is a national security threat, used by 

the Somali extremist group Al-Shabaab to plan attacks. Later in 2015 though, the Kenyan 

government backtracked on plans to close down Dadaab, after intense pressure from the 

international community and after meetings with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees.  

 

The use of immigration detention remains widespread in the main destination and transit countries 

affecting migrants in and from East Africa and Horn of Africa countries. RMMS research in 2015 

concluded that, instead of being a measure of last resort, detention of migrants is a routine practice 

in countries like Djibouti, Israel, Kenya, Saudi Arabia, Tanzania and Yemen. 

Regional and Global Initiatives to Address Irregular Migration, Trafficking and Protection 
at Sea 

The surge of migration has overwhelmed authorities in Europe in 2015. Shortly after a massive boat 

accident in April 2015, when 800 people lost their lives off the Libyan coat, the EU held two  

crisis meetings and on 13 May 2015 adopted the European Agenda on Migration 2015. In 

acknowledging the current crisis in the Mediterranean and a need to act, the Agenda stipulated 5 

immediate responses:  

 

 A strengthened presence at sea aimed at preventing further migrant deaths.  

 Targeting the criminal smuggling networks facilitating smuggling in the Mediterranean Sea 

and identification, capture and destruction of boats used by smugglers.  

 Relocating asylum seekers to member states to ease the burden on frontline receiving 

countries like Italy, Greece and Spain, through a quota system.  

 An EU wide refugee resettlement scheme which will offer a safer alternative for refugees 

seeking protection in Europe to the smugglers.  

 Operational and financial assistance to frontline states such as Italy, Greece and Spain.  

 

However, by then, as shown in the graph below, the peak of arrivals in Greece had yet to come.  

 

 

 

http://regionalmms.org/fileadmin/content/rmms_publications/Behind_Bars_the_detention_of_migrants_in_and_from_the_East___Horn_of_Africa_2.pdf


Figure 8: Monthly sea arrivals in Greece, 2015.  

 

 
Source: UNHCR.   

 

In June 2015, the EU launched a naval operation, known as EUNAVFOR Med, with a mission to 

‘identify, capture and dispose of vessels and enabling assets used or suspected of being used by 

migrant smugglers or traffickers’. The operation has only launched its first phase, which will focus on 

the surveillance and assessment of smuggling and trafficking networks in the Mediterranean.  

 

In September, the EU agreed to resettle 120,000 Syrian refugees from Greece and Italy to other 

European countries, in addition to an earlier agreed relocation of 40,000 refugees from Italy and 

Greece. However, by the end of 2015, out of that number, just over 200 asylum seekers had been 

resettled.  

 

Also in September, 2015, the European Commission announced a proposal to provide 1.8 billion 

Euros in funding to African countries to contribute to tackling the root causes of irregular migration 

and forced displacement. The European Trust Fund, which will focus on the Sahel, the Horn of Africa 

and North Africa regions, aims to tackle the root causes of irregular migration and forced 

displacement. Funds will be channeled to projects to support employment creation, especially for 

young people and women. Support will also be leveraged to countries of origin to strengthen 

capacities for migration management, border management and countering radicalization and 

extremism. 

 

Finally, in November 2015, European and African Heads of State and Government met during the 

Valetta Summit, and agreed to strengthen cooperation and address challenges and opportunities 

related to migration. Importantly, it recognized that migration is a shared responsibility of countries 

of origin, transit and destination. Leaders endorsed an action plan to: address the root causes of 

irregular migration and forced displacement; enhance cooperation on legal migration and mobility; 

reinforce the protection of migrants and asylum seekers; prevent and fight irregular migration, 

http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/documents.php?page=1&view=grid&Country%5B%5D=105
http://eeas.europa.eu/factsheets/docs/eunavfor_med_factsheet_en.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-5596_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/background-information/docs/2_factsheet_emergency_trust_fund_africa_en.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/international-summit/2015/11/11-12/


migrant smuggling and trafficking; and improve cooperation on return, readmission and 

reintegration. 

  

Conclusion 

2015 was in many ways an unprecedented year for mixed migration both in the Horn of Africa and 

Yemen and beyond. Regional power struggles, new and unrelenting protracted conflict, and failed 

peace negotiations, compounded an already complex pattern of mixed migratory flows. The 

outbreak of conflict in Yemen in March 2015 saw a rapid deterioration of humanitarian conditions in 

the country, resulting in more than 2.5 million internally displaced persons and almost 80,000 

persons fleeing into the Horn of Africa, while flows from the Horn of Africa to Yemen remained 

remarkably stable. Conflict in South Sudan is ongoing, displacing an increasing number of South 

Sudanese, both within the country and across the borders into Ethiopia, Uganda and Kenya. With no 

immediate solutions in sight, it is likely that displacement from South Sudan, Yemen, as well as from 

Somalia, will continue in 2016. Adding to that, South Sudan is currently facing unprecedented levels 

of food insecurity, as 2.8 million people — nearly 25 percent of the country's population — remain in 

urgent need of food assistance, and at least 40,000 people are on the brink of catastrophe. Similarly, 

parts of Ethiopia are suffering the worst drought in decades. More than 10 million people are in 

need of emergency aid, since crops have failed and lack of water is putting livestock at risk.  

 

In 2016, irregular migrants will continue to join displaced populations in complex and often 

dangerous mixed migration flows in every direction originating from the Horn of Africa. Most focus 

will likely be on Europe again. Despite the cold weather and dangerous sea conditions, migrants and 

refugees continued to arrive in Europe in early 2016, with over 76,000 arrivals and over 400 deaths 

in the first 40 days of the new year. With the ongoing crisis in the Middle East, there are no 

indications this flow will significantly decrease in 2016, while migrants from West and North Africa, 

as well as migrants and refugees from Central Asia and the Horn of Africa are increasingly joining the 

refugee flows into Europe. The new year will also see the implementation of a range of (European) 

initiatives to stem the migration and refugee flows, such as the EUR 3 billion deal with Turkey and 

the implementation of projects within the EU Trust Fund and the Khartoum Process. The effect of 

these initiatives remains to be seen. With many of the push and pull factors still in place, migration 

flows are unlikely to stop. Even positive economic developments in the region, might lead to higher 

levels of migration. Research shows that until countries reach higher middle-income levels, 

economic development will lead to more migration. Migration from the Horn of Africa, therefore, is 

bound to increase in the next decade. Ethiopia in particular may witness rising emigration rates in 

the next few decades. Policies aimed at reducing migration flows from the region through 

development cooperation and economic development might actually achieve the opposite and 

result in more migration. 

http://www.fao.org/emergencies/fao-in-action/stories/stories-detail/en/c/382544/
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http://missingmigrants.iom.int/mediterranean
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