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The COVID pandemic has dominated our lives for more 
than a year. What began as a health crisis has rapidly 
evolved into a social and economic maelstrom across 
the globe as the pandemic has exposed, exacerbated 
and perpetuated poverty, inequities and gender 
inequality. 

The pandemic has become a child rights crisis, 
especially for the most vulnerable children and families. 
We have seen hard-won gains towards achieving child-
related Sustainable Development Goals interrupted, or 
even reversed. Millions of children have experienced 
prolonged school closures and loss of school meals; 
seen unemployment and recession drastically reduce 
their household’s income; faced increased risks of 
violence, child marriage or child labour; and are suffering 
some form of mental distress. And these risks are being 
experienced by children in all country contexts, less and 
more affluent alike. 

To address this global child rights crisis, it is imperative 
that we have the best possible evidence on which 
to base our decisions and actions. And in today’s 
environment of stress, information overload and fake 
news, robust research is perhaps more critical than ever 
to inform child-responsive and gender-transformative 
programmes and policies. 

UNICEF Innocenti took on this challenge in early 
2020 with the launch of our COVID Rapid Research 
Response, an Office-wide programme of research 
generation, synthesis and facilitation to help UNICEF 
and others examine and understand the impact of the 
pandemic on children and adolescents. Our researchers 
worked incessantly to generate a wide array of products, 
ranging from in-depth evidence reviews and research 
reports to blogs and op-eds. Most of all, the Rapid 
Research Response sought solutions to the challenges 
that children are facing in the COVID era, drawing from 
experience of past crises and rapidly examining and 
curating promising interventions. 

Key highlights of the Rapid Research Response 
included:

� Supporting Families and Children Beyond COVID-19, 
a global study looking at rising child poverty due to 
COVID-19 and comparing government responses on 
child social protection. The study was presented to 
the German Presidency of the European Commission 
in January 2021.

� What Have We Learnt? Overview of findings from 
a survey of ministries of education on national 
responses to COVID-19. This widely disseminated 
study, conducted with UNESCO and the World Bank, 
surveyed 149 ministries of education and found that 
certain government responses can widen inequalities 
in education. Future editions of this joint report are 
planned.

� Impacts of Pandemics and Epidemics on Child 
Protection rapidly synthesized evidence from 
previous global crises on child protection risks, 
particularly on the issue of violence against children. 

� The Evolving Epidemiological and Clinical Picture 
of SARS-COV-3 and COVID 19 Disease in Children 
and Young People examined the pandemic’s 
manifestation in children in low-, middle- and 
high-income countries, and informed the World 
Health Organization’s (WHO) initial briefings on the 
paediatric impact of the disease.

� ‘Five Ways Governments Are Responding to 
Violence Against Women and Children During 
COVID-19’ was UNICEF Innocenti’s most read 
blog of the year, with more than 170,000 views. 
It raised the alarm on the potential for increased 
violence during the pandemic and outlined promising 
government strategies to address violence against 
women and children. 

 

Note from 
our Director
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In late 2020 UNICEF Innocenti launched the COVID 
e-library, bringing its COVID research together with the 
best global social science research on the pandemic and 
its impact and implications for children. Disseminated in 
user-friendly formats, the COVID e-library is appreciated 
internally and externally. 

COVID-19 presents multiple challenges to collecting 
primary data in general, and certainly on sensitive 
subjects like violence. To promote the safety and 
well-being of respondents, UNICEF Innocenti produced 
guidance to inform ethical data collection and evidence 
generation, focusing on violence against children during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. It also generated think pieces 
on remote data collection and innovative methodologies 
that use existing data to measure the levels of violence 
in the home.

We also deployed our convening and thought leadership 
function to support UNICEF’s COVID response, launching 
Leading Minds Online, a digital convening space that 
engages global thought leaders on critical issues for 
children, and which will complement our face-to-face 
Leading Minds conferences. The pandemic was the 
overarching topic of the first series of Leading Minds 
Online, which comprised 10 episodes, 50 Leading 
Minds thought leaders, and regularly drew hundreds of 
viewers from across the globe.

In addition to its COVID response, UNICEF Innocenti 
continued to pursue much of its planned 2020 research 
programme. A key highlight was the launch of the 16th 
edition of UNICEF’s Report Card, which took a new 
multidimensional look at child well-being in the world’s 
richest countries, finding a mixed picture of children’s 
health, skills and happiness. The Report Card generated 
considerable interest – it has been downloaded over 
400,000 times since its launch – and provides evidence 
and analysis to support UNICEF’s development of 
programming strategies in high-income countries.

UNICEF Innocenti also continued to support 
and highlight much of the quality research in the 
organization’s country and regional offices through 
its Best of UNICEF Research programme. Last year, 
it joined with the organization’s Evaluation Office to 
produce the Best of UNICEF Research and Evaluation 
2020, showcasing research and evaluation that have 
proven or promising potential to impact policies and 
programmes that improve children’s lives. 

In its emerging research work, UNICEF Innocenti 
selectively ventured into youth mental health, and is 
synthesizing the evidence base – with a special focus on 
low- and middle-income countries – to support UNICEF 
programming on this issue. A rapid review to study the 
impact of COVID-19 on child and adolescent mental 
health outcomes was undertaken that shed light on how 
the pandemic and its associated mitigation measures 
have exacerbated youth mental health issues globally. 

Our digital research team continues to focus on 
evidence generation with a view to understanding how 
children experience digital technology, and how it can 
facilitate sexual exploitation and abuse of children, firmly 
situating online violence within the broader violence 
against children agenda to avoid creating silos in policy 
and programming contexts. It is also studying how 
children are experiencing the COVID crisis through their 
online engagement, and their views on their mental, 
social and emotional well-being. 

I wish to extend my sincere thanks to our partners 
and donors for their unflinching and generous support, 
excellent collaboration and understanding of the 
demands that COVID placed on UNICEF Innocenti. 
We are delighted to continue our collaboration and co-
creation in exploring evidence, developing solutions, 
and addressing the toughest challenges and greatest 
opportunities for children and young people, both in the 
COVID era and beyond.

Gunilla Olsson 
Director 
UNICEF Office of Research – Innocenti
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Snapshot
2020 IN REVIEW

101
10 14 New

One approach 
to COVID-19

UNICEF Innocenti research publications, 
including 19 on the impact of COVID-19 
on children and adolescents

High-profile research 
reports 

Peer-reviewed 
articles in leading 
academic journals

Children and COVID-19 
Research Library 

UNICEF Innocenti’s Rapid Research Response generated evidence 
on the current crisis and past epidemics to inform policy, advocacy 
and programming

4
New microsites showcasing research:

 �  Worlds of Influence: 
Understanding what shapes child 
well-being in rich countries

 �  Time to Teach: Teacher attendance 
and time on task in Eastern and 
Southern Africa

 �  COVID-19 & Children: Rapid 
Research Response

 �  Best of UNICEF Research and 
Evaluation 2020
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Leading Minds Online webinars on 
COVID-19 and children, bringing 
together over 50 experts on key issues 
affecting children during the pandemic

https://www.unicef-irc.org/child-well-being-report-card-16
https://www.unicef-irc.org/child-well-being-report-card-16
https://www.unicef-irc.org/child-well-being-report-card-16
https://www.unicef-irc.org/time-to-teach
https://www.unicef-irc.org/time-to-teach
https://www.unicef-irc.org/time-to-teach
https://www.unicef-irc.org/covid19?utm_source=unicefinnocentihomepage&utm_campaign=covid19
https://www.unicef-irc.org/covid19?utm_source=unicefinnocentihomepage&utm_campaign=covid19
https://www.unicef-irc.org/boure2020
https://www.unicef-irc.org/boure2020
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SELECTED IMPACT METRICS

SOCIAL MEDIA

4,286

32,462

28,070

10,601

6,263

4,186

2.5M
Users of UNICEF Innocenti’s online 
content (+40.3%)

Instagram followers (+186%)

Twitter followers (+40.5%)

SlideShare views (hosting service for content such as presentations, infographics, etc.) (+107%)

LinkedIn followers (+2,016%)

YouTube subscribers (+45%)

SoundCloud plays (music and podcast streaming platform) (+19%)

21,528 Facebook followers (-1.3%)

201
Citations of Innocenti research in 
policy documents (+13.4%)

European Union

UK Government

United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

World Bank

Norwegian Social Research (NOVA)

World Health Organization (WHO)

Institute of Development Studies

Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO)

Northern Ireland Executive

Overseas Development Institute

TOP 10 POLICY SOURCES THAT CITED INNOCENTI OUTPUTS IN 2020

21

15

14

14

11

11

7

6

5

5
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Global reach 
of our research 
and convening
UNICEF Innocenti conducts research around the world, working through the organization’s regional and country 
offices and National Committees, and with governments, foundations, research institutions, think tanks, universities 
and individual experts. In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic spurred UNICEF Innocenti to generate evidence synthesis 
and state-of-the-art analyses of the crisis’s impact, in support of internal and external partner efforts to meet 
children’s rights during this unprecedented global crisis. 

Figure 1 shows the extent of UNICEF Innocenti’s global research and convening footprint in 2020. Below are some 
of the highlights of work taking place with our country and regional partners, internally and externally.

Note: The designations employed in this publication and the presentation of the material do not imply on the part of UNICEF the expression of any opinion 
whatsoever concerning the legal status of any country or territory, or of its authorities or the delimitations of its frontiers.

Figure 1: Examples of UNICEF Innocenti’s global reach in 2020

MEXICO, URUGUAY

UNICEF Innocenti is collaborating 
with the organization’s country 
offices in Mexico and Uruguay 
to investigate the role of political 
and economic factors in gender 
considerations in social protection 
systems.

CANADA

UNICEF Innocenti developed a 
new strand of qualitative research 
together with children in Canada to 
explore their experiences and views 
on the COVID-19 pandemic.  
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MALAWI

Research on Malawi’s social cash 
transfer programme underscored 
the need for the government to 
provide cash transfers responsive 
to the level of vulnerabilities 
within beneficiary households by 
considering categorical targeting. 
The study recommended that 
specific social/demographic groups, 
such as the elderly and young 
children, become a primary focus of 
the cash transfer programme. 

UGANDA

Informed by the findings of UNICEF 
Innocenti’s study on the drivers of 
teacher absenteeism in Eastern and 
Southern Africa, Uganda’s Ministry 
of Education and Sports developed 
a pioneering incentives framework 
to support teachers in the country.

HORN OF AFRICA

UNICEF Innocenti undertook 
research aimed at understanding 
children’s pathways and experiences 
of migration. The study offered 
recommendations for strengthening 
child protection services, especially 
expanding the availability of social 
workers and other key measures.

ZIMBABWE

UNICEF Innocenti worked with 
health and communication-for-
development advisers in UNICEF 
Zimbabwe and the Eastern and 
Southern Africa Regional Office 
to apply behavioural insights and 
human-centred design approaches 
for enhanced vaccination uptake. 

CAMBODIA, INDONESIA, 
MALAYSIA, THAILAND

One of the Best of UNICEF 
Research and Evaluation winning 
studies was undertaken jointly by 
the UNICEF East Asia and Pacific 
Regional Office and the Centre 
for Justice and Crime Prevention 
on gaps in the understanding of 
children’s online behavioural patterns 
in the region. The study focused on 
hard-to-reach children and took on 
a child-centred perspective, giving 
voice to children and providing them 
with appropriate mechanisms to 
share their experiences.

INDONESIA, MALAYSIA

UNICEF Innocenti delivered flagship 
training on research management 
and methods in an online format to 
UNICEF staff and partners. 

SOUTHERN AND EASTERN 
EUROPE AND CENTRAL ASIA

UNICEF Innocenti produced a 
regional report, in conjunction with 
the UNICEF regional office, on 
national experiences of protecting 
children from the negative outcomes 
of the COVID-19 crisis in Southern 
and Eastern Europe and Central 
Asia.

GREECE

In partnership with the Akelius 
Foundation and the Swedish 
Committee for UNICEF, UNICEF 
Innocenti published the Unlocking 
Learning report, which takes stock 
of the co-creation, implementation 
and effectiveness of a digital 
language learning course.

ITALY

UNICEF Innocenti hosted 10 Leading 
Minds Online webcasts from its 
home base in Florence, remotely 
convening more than 50 global 
experts and leaders and gathering 
an audience of over 3,500 people 
from across the globe to explore the 
multiple dimensions of the impact of 
COVID-19 on children.

NEPAL

A study by UNICEF Innocenti 
found that a non-formal education 
programme that enables the 
most marginalized adolescent 
girls in Nepal to learn is impactful, 
and recommended exploring the 
feasibility of expanding this initiative 
to other contexts.

https://www.unicef.org/eap/where-we-work
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The COVID-19 pandemic dominated 
the landscape for UNICEF Innocenti’s 
work in 2020, bringing both 
opportunities and disruptions. The 
pandemic has underscored the power 
of utilizing research and evidence in 
addressing crisis and uncertainty, and 
in finding solutions to tough global 
challenges. Opportunities emerged 
in the shape of a Rapid Research 
Response to assess the pandemic’s 
impact on children, utilizing evidence 
syntheses, rapid assessment tools 
and agile communication modalities 
such as blogs, op-eds and social media 
products. 

The pandemic, and the mobility 
restrictions imposed to contain its 
spread, brought a wave of disruption 
to UNICEF Innocenti’s research and 
operations. This included delays 
to or cancellations of primary/field 
data collection, in-person convening 
and training, mission/programme 
travel, and face-to-face interaction 
with partners and colleagues. There 
were also disruptions to recruitment, 
onboarding of new staff, and work–life 
balance. 

In response to the pandemic and 
the ensuing public health measures, 
UNICEF Innocenti first prioritized staff 
well-being. The office sought business 
continuity, ensuring that its research 
continued unabated. In many ways, the 
office went from strength to strength 
during the crisis, proving its ability 
to respond quickly with relevant and 
timely research generation, facilitation 
and convening. 

Each of UNICEF Innocenti’s major 
research workstreams responded 
forcefully to the challenge posed 
by the pandemic, managing both to 
sustain most planned work and to 
undertake a broad array of unplanned 
analysis and synthesis in support of an 
evidence-based COVID-19 response. 
In order to create space to undertake 
research-related and online convening 
activities on COVID-19, UNICEF 
Innocenti adapted and replaced some 
long-form planned initiatives – such 
as research reports and in-person 
seminars – with shorter formats such 
as think pieces, strategy papers, 
research briefs and online convening. 

This approach yielded strong results: 
a Rapid Research Response, which 
generated numerous research 
products not only for UNICEF but 
as a United Nations resource; the 
Children and COVID-19 Research 
Library, which curates the best social 
science research on COVID-19 and 
children; the Leading Minds Online 
webcasts, which convened more than 
50 experts to engage in dialogue on 
and seek solutions to the challenges 
posed to children and young people 
by COVID-19; and four new microsites 
dealing with various aspects of the 
pandemic. In turn, thousands of users 
were empowered to gain access 
to UNICEF Innocenti’s research, 
knowledge management, ethical 
advice and convening power.

Overview
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Table 1: UNICEF Innocenti publications and Research Library
on COVID-19 and Children

The publications listed show the 
broad range of research undertaken 
by UNICEF Innocenti in 2020 and up 
to the time of this report’s release. A 
wider selection of publications can be 
found in UNICEF Innocenti’s curated

Children and COVID-19 Research 
Library, a database dedicated to 
collecting the best research from 
around the world on COVID-19 and 
its impacts on children and 
adolescents. 
 

Theme and title Link

EDUCATION

COVID-19: How prepared are global 
education systems for future crises? 
(Research Brief)

https://www.unicef-irc.org/publica-
tions/1138-covid-19-how-prepared-are-glob-
al-education-systems-for-future-crises.html 

COVID-19: A reason to double down on 
investments in pre-primary education 
(Working Paper)

https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1137-
covid-19-a-reason-to-double-down-on-in-
vestments-in-pre-primary-education.html 

COVID-19: How are countries preparing 
to mitigate the learning loss as schools 
reopen? Trends and emerging good practices 
to support the most vulnerable children 
(Research Brief)

https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1119-
covid-19-how-are-countries-preparing-to-miti-
gate-the-learning-loss-as-they-reopen.html 

COVID-19: Effects of school closures on 
foundational skills and promising practices 
for monitoring and mitigating learning loss 
(Working Paper)

https://www.unicef-irc.org/publica-
tions/1144-covid19-effects-of-school-clo-
sures-on-foundational-skills-and-promising-prac-
tices.html 

Promising Practices for Equitable Remote 
Learning: Emerging lessons from COVID-19 
education responses in 127 countries 
(Research Brief)

https://www.unicef-irc.org/publica-
tions/1090-promising-practices-for-equitable-re-
mote-learning-emerging-lessons-from-covid.
html 

What Have We Learnt? Overview of findings 
from a survey of ministries of education on 
national responses to COVID-19 (Interagency 
Report)

https://data.unicef.org/resources/national-edu-
cation-responses-to-covid19/

CHILD PROTECTION

Impacts of Pandemics and Epidemics on 
Child Protection: Lessons learned from a 
rapid review in the context of COVID-19 
(Research Brief)

https://www.unicef-irc.org/publica-
tions/1103-brief-impacts-of-pandemics-and-epi-
demics-on-child-protection-lessons-learned-re-
view.html 

Impacts of Pandemics and Epidemics on 
Child Protection: Lessons learned from a 
rapid review in the context of COVID-19 
(Working Paper)

https://www.unicef-irc.org/publica-
tions/1104-working-paper-impacts-of-pandem-
ics-and-epidemics-on-child-protection-les-
sons-learned.html

https://www.unicef-irc.org/covid-children-library/
https://www.unicef-irc.org/covid-children-library/
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1138-covid-19-how-prepared-are-global-education-systems-for-future-crises.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1138-covid-19-how-prepared-are-global-education-systems-for-future-crises.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1138-covid-19-how-prepared-are-global-education-systems-for-future-crises.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1137-covid-19-a-reason-to-double-down-on-investments-in-pre-primary-education.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1137-covid-19-a-reason-to-double-down-on-investments-in-pre-primary-education.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1137-covid-19-a-reason-to-double-down-on-investments-in-pre-primary-education.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1119-covid-19-how-are-countries-preparing-to-mitigate-the-learning-loss-as-they-reopen.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1119-covid-19-how-are-countries-preparing-to-mitigate-the-learning-loss-as-they-reopen.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1119-covid-19-how-are-countries-preparing-to-mitigate-the-learning-loss-as-they-reopen.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1144-covid19-effects-of-school-closures-on-foundational-skills-and-promising-practices.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1144-covid19-effects-of-school-closures-on-foundational-skills-and-promising-practices.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1144-covid19-effects-of-school-closures-on-foundational-skills-and-promising-practices.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1144-covid19-effects-of-school-closures-on-foundational-skills-and-promising-practices.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1090-promising-practices-for-equitable-remote-learning-emerging-lessons-from-covid.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1090-promising-practices-for-equitable-remote-learning-emerging-lessons-from-covid.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1090-promising-practices-for-equitable-remote-learning-emerging-lessons-from-covid.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1090-promising-practices-for-equitable-remote-learning-emerging-lessons-from-covid.html
https://data.unicef.org/resources/national-education-responses-to-covid19/
https://data.unicef.org/resources/national-education-responses-to-covid19/
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1103-brief-impacts-of-pandemics-and-epidemics-on-child-protection-lessons-learned-review.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1103-brief-impacts-of-pandemics-and-epidemics-on-child-protection-lessons-learned-review.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1103-brief-impacts-of-pandemics-and-epidemics-on-child-protection-lessons-learned-review.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1103-brief-impacts-of-pandemics-and-epidemics-on-child-protection-lessons-learned-review.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1104-working-paper-impacts-of-pandemics-and-epidemics-on-child-protection-lessons-learned.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1104-working-paper-impacts-of-pandemics-and-epidemics-on-child-protection-lessons-learned.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1104-working-paper-impacts-of-pandemics-and-epidemics-on-child-protection-lessons-learned.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1104-working-paper-impacts-of-pandemics-and-epidemics-on-child-protection-lessons-learned.html
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HEALTH

Does COVID-19 Affect the Health of Children 
and Young People More Than We Thought? 
The case for disaggregated data to inform 
action (Research Brief)

https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1108-
does-covid-19-affect-the-health-of-children-and-
young-people-more-than-we-thought.html 

The Evolving Epidemiologic and Clinical 
Picture of SARS-CoV-2 and COVID-19 Disease 
in Children and Young People (Working Paper)

https://www.unicef-irc.org/publica-
tions/1107-the-evolving-epidemiologic-and-clin-
ical-picture-of-sars-cov-2-and-covid-19-disease.
html 

PARENTING

Childcare in a Global Crisis: The impact of 
COVID-19 on work and family life (Research 
Brief)

https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1109-
childcare-in-a-global-crisis-the-impact-of-covid-
19-on-work-and-family-life.html 

Parental Engagement in Children’s Learning: 
Insights for remote learning response during 
COVID-19 (Research Brief)

https://www.unicef-irc.org/publica-
tions/1091-parental-engagement-in-chil-
drens-learning.html 

SOCIAL PROTECTION

Supporting Families and Children Beyond 
COVID-19: Social protection in Southern and 
Eastern Europe and Central Asia (Research 
Report)

https://www.unicef-irc.org/publica-
tions/1139-supporting-families-and-children-be-
yond-covid-19-in-eca-countries.html 

A Rapid Review of Economic Policy and 
Social Protection Responses to Health 
and Economic Crises and Their Effects 
on Children: Lessons for the COVID-19 
pandemic response (Working Paper)

https://www.unicef-irc.org/publica-
tions/1095-rapid-review-economic-policy-so-
cial-protection-responses-to-health-and-eco-
nomic-crises.html 

DIGITAL ENGAGEMENT

Digital Connectivity during COVID-19: Access 
to vital information for every child (Research 
Brief)

https://www.unicef-irc.org/pub-
lications/1099-digital-connectivi-
ty-during-covid-19-access-to-vital-informa-
tion-for-every-child.html 

ETHICS

Ethical Considerations for Evidence 
Generation Involving Children on the 
COVID-19 Pandemic (Discussion Paper)

https://www.unicef-irc.org/publica-
tions/1086-ethical-considerations-for-ev-
idence-generation-involving-chil-
dren-on-the-covid-19.html 

Digital Contact Tracing and Surveillance 
During COVID-19: General and child-specific 
ethical issues (Working Paper)

https://www.unicef-irc.org/publica-
tions/1096-digital-contact-tracing-surveil-
lance-covid-19-response-child-specific-is-
sues-iwp.html 

Digital Contact Tracing and Surveillance 
During COVID-19: General and child-specific 
ethical issues (Research Brief)

https://www.unicef-irc.org/publica-
tions/1098-digital-contact-tracing-surveil-
lance-covid-19-response-child-specific-is-
sues-irb.html 

MULTIDIMENSIONAL

COVID-19 and Children, in the North and 
in the South (Discussion Paper)

https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1087-
covid-19-and-children-in-the-north-and-the-
south.html 
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Research 
in the spotlight

UNICEF Innocenti conducts strategic research in collaboration with 
the organization’s country and regional offices, governments and 
other partners on key issues affecting children and young people. 
In 2020, UNICEF Innocenti undertook research and analysis on the 
COVID-19 pandemic through the lens of its four established research 
workstreams: social and economic policy; education and learning; 
child rights and child protection; digital engagement and protection. 
This section features the key achievements of these workstreams 
and the impactful research reports and papers that stirred policy and 
programming action or influenced discourse and debate on children 
and young people in 2020. 
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Despite constraints, UNICEF Innocenti 
increased engagement on social 
and economic policy research, both 
internally and externally, and developed 
a joint COVID-19 research plan with 
other UNICEF offices that continues 
in 2021. Some of the fieldwork related 
to social protection research, such as 
the Transfer Project and the Gender-
Responsive and Age-Sensitive Social 
Protection (GRASSP) programme, 
was disrupted by the pandemic, and 
several components were postponed 
after consultation with the resource 
partners. This postponement provided 
the space and resources for the Social 
and Economic Policy team to focus on 
COVID-related desk-based research 
and analytical pieces, papers and 
briefs. Nonetheless, even with the 
delays, UNICEF Innocenti managed to 
generate key knowledge products for 
cash transfer evaluations in Burkina 
Faso, Ethiopia, Malawi, Mozambique 
and Tanzania as part of the Transfer 
Project. 

In the area of child poverty and well-
being, UNICEF Innocenti launched its 
16th flagship Innocenti Report Card 
on child well-being in rich countries. 

It examines the mental well-being, 
physical health and skills of children 
and young people in Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) and European 
Union (EU) countries. Building on the 
success of its 2019 report on family-
friendly policies in OECD countries, 
UNICEF Innocenti launched in 2020 
further policy reports on families 
and households, including studies 
on childcare in the global COVID-19 
crisis, and on remittances, COVID-19 
and children. UNICEF Innocenti also 
commenced work on forthcoming 
studies that will generate reports 
on family-friendly policies in South 
Asia, and COVID-19 studies on 
social protection in high-income 
countries, Europe and Central Asia, 
and West and Central Africa. UNICEF 
Innocenti has also developed a 
new strand of qualitative research 
with children in Italy and Canada to 
explore their experiences and views 
on the COVID-19 pandemic and 
is undertaking a review on social 
protection responses to the crisis 
in the Eastern and Southern Africa 
region. 

Social 
and economic 

policy

https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1140-worlds-of-influence-understanding-what-shapes-child-well-being-in-rich-countries.html
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Innocenti Report Card 16 –  
Worlds of Influence: Understanding 
what shapes child well-being 
in rich countries

OVERVIEW

Innocenti Report Card 16 examines 
child well-being in 41 high-income 
countries that are either part of the 
EU or the OECD. The report employs 
a new multidimensional framework of 
child well-being, identifying pathways 
and responsibilities of different 
stakeholders. This builds on previous 
Innocenti Report Cards and is an 
important step forward in identifying 
policy and practical messages for 
children in high-income countries.

FINDINGS AND IMPLICATIONS 

The report provides a league table 
of outcomes in terms of physical 
health, mental well-being and skills. 
The Netherlands is ranked highest 
overall, but all countries have room for 
improvement. For example, even in the 
best-performing countries, more than 
one in five children aged 15 did not 
have basic literacy and numeracy skills. 
The report also presents a league table 
of the underlying national conditions 
for child well-being, covering social, 
education and health policies, as 
well as the economic, social and 
environmental context. Norway is 
ranked highest. The report highlights 
the potential impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic on child well-being. It 
identifies areas for policy improvement 
and opportunities for advocacy for 
children in each country.

IMPACT

The Report Card received substantial 
media coverage and generated 
strong interest, with more than 
100,000 downloads and evidence of 
engagement of national governments 
in New Zealand and Ireland. 

Social 
and economic 

policy

Innocenti Report Card 16

Worlds of Influence
Understanding What Shapes Child 

Well-being in Rich Countries

Publication available at: https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1140-worlds-of-influence-understanding-what-sha-
pes-child-well-being-in-rich-countries.html
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Supporting Families and Children 
Beyond COVID-19: Social protection 
comparative study series

OVERVIEW 

The Supporting Families and Children 
Beyond COVID-19 comparative 
study series looks at the potential 
effects of COVID-19 on children and 
families, based on a global review. 
The series undertakes trends analysis 
in comparative groups of countries, 
compares government responses, 
and recommends good practices.

FINDINGS AND IMPLICATIONS

The series summarizes global research 
evidence on government social 
protection and other fiscal stimulus 
responses and presents the findings 
of trends analysis. It reveals that child 
income poverty is likely to increase and 
remain higher than pre-COVID levels 
for up to five years in those countries 
worst hit by the crisis. The analysis 
in the reports also indicates high 
spending by high-income countries in 
their COVID-19 response, equivalent 
to about 8 per cent of global GDP 
(stretching from February 2020 to 
the end of July 2020), and finds that, 
of this sum, only 2 per cent was 
earmarked for child-specific social 
protection policies. 

IMPACT

As of January 2021, a month after 
its launch, Supporting Families and 
Children Beyond COVID-19 was 
presented as part of the German 
Presidency of the European 
Commission, and the authors received 
an invitation to speak to the Irish 
Government in February 2021.

Supporting Families and Children 
Beyond COVID-19 

Social protection in Southern and Eastern Europe 
and Central Asia

Dominic Richardson 
Victor Cebotari 

Alessandro Carraro
Kaku Attah Damoah 

August 2020

Covid-19 & Children

Publication available at: https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1139-supporting-families-and-children-beyond-co-
vid-19-in-eca-countries.html

https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1139-supporting-families-and-children-beyond-covid-19-in-eca-countries.html
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Child Marriage and Ethiopia’s 
Productive Safety Net Program: 
Analysis of protective pathways 
in the Amhara region
 
 

OVERVIEW 

Recognizing that child marriage 
remains a key development and 
human rights issue in Ethiopia, this 
study examines the potential role 
of Ethiopia’s Productive Safety Net 
Program (PSNP) in delaying child 
marriage for girls and explores possible 
pathways of impact. Although the 
PSNP was not specifically designed to 
prevent child marriage, an earlier study 
found that it delayed the outmigration 
of adolescent girls from PSNP 
households, with potential spillover 
effects on delaying their marriage. The 
study draws on descriptive quantitative 
and qualitative data from an ongoing 
impact evaluation of the Integrated 
Safety Net Program pilot in the 
Amhara region of Ethiopia to explore 
whether and how the PSNP reduces 
child marriage. 
 

FINDINGS AND IMPLICATIONS

The study finds that the PSNP, by 
providing household income support, 
is effective in reducing financial 
pressures on families to marry off 
girls and in improving girls’ education 
opportunities. Once in school, girls 
have critical access to knowledge, 
information and social networks 
essential to empower them to exercise 
their choices and resist marriage.

The study finds that, to be fully 
effective, cash transfers require 
complementary efforts, such as 
community awareness raising and 
broader legal measures, to transform 

the deep-rooted social and gender 
norms and attitudes that perpetuate 
the harmful practice of child marriage. 
The findings were presented to 
researchers in January 2020 and an 
in-country dissemination event is 
planned in Ethiopia for 2021. 

IMPACT

The study was positively received by 
key government partners in Ethiopia 
and initiated a dialogue with the 
government on the design of the next 
phase of the PSNP to more 
strategically address child marriage 
risks and support gender 
transformative actions.

Child Marriage and Ethiopia’s 
Productive Safety Net Program: 
Analysis of protective pathways 

in the Amhara region
Final Report

Maja Gavrilovic, Tia Palermo, Elsa Valli,  Francesca Viola, 
Vincenzo Vinci, Karin Heissler, Mathilde Renault,  

Ana Gabriela Guerrero Serdan and Essa Chanie Mussa

December 2020

Publication available at: https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1177-child-marriage-and-ethiopias-productive-sa-
fety-net-program-analysis-of-protective-pathways-in-the-amhara-region.html
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A Cash Plus Model 
for Safe Transitions to a Healthy 
and Productive Adulthood 

OVERVIEW

This study is the first to examine the 
impacts of a cash plus intervention 
on youth well-being and transitions 
to adulthood within an existing 
government-run social protection 
programme in sub-Saharan Africa – 
the Productive Social Safety Net of the 
Government of Tanzania. 

The cash plus supplemental 
programme, layered on top of the 
existing government cash transfer 
programme, addresses multiple 
dimensions of adolescent 
development, including education, 
health and economic empowerment. 

The programme includes training on 
livelihoods and sexual and reproductive 
health and rights, mentoring, 
productive grants to implement 
economic initiatives, schooling/
vocational training and health services. 

Using a cluster randomized controlled 
trial design, the study explores the 
impacts of the programme on 
economic initiatives and vocational 
training, as well as on knowledge/
access to sexual and reproductive 
health, and HIV prevention and 
treatment services. 

FINDINGS AND IMPLICATIONS

The findings of the Round 3 data 
collection (conducted 26–28 months 
after baseline, 1 year after in-person 
training, and 1–2 months after the 
productive grants disbursement) show 
the following results: 

 � an increase in HIV testing and visits 
to health facilities 

 � delayed sexual debut; reduction in 
experiences and perpetration of 
violence

 � improvements in self-esteem, 
entrepreneurial and gender 
equitable attitudes

 � enhancement in mental health. 
 
However, the study also finds 
a decrease in secondary school 
attendance by adolescent girls, who 
were comparatively more likely to be 
in school before the intervention began. 

Recommendations for improving 
future programme design include 
the need to revise the training focus, 
to emphasize the importance of 
education, vocational training and 
apprenticeship opportunities. There 
is also a need for enhancing young 
people’s understanding of HIV risks 
and strengthening linkages to HIV 
and sexual and reproductive health 
services for adolescents. 

IMPACT

Piloted in four districts within the 
Mbeya and Iringa regions, the 
programme is being progressively 
scaled up to new districts in Kigoma, 
a region outside of the pilot area 
considered in the impact evaluation. 
Based on the study findings that the 
intervention had an unintended 
adverse impact on school attendance 
of adolescent girls, the scale-up 
currently targets out-of-school youth.

Publication available at: https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1100-cash-plus-model-for-safe-transitions-to-heal-
thy-and-productive-adulthood-midline.html

https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1188-ujana-salama-cash-plus-model-on-youth-well-being-and-safe-healthy-transitions-midline-findings.html
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https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1100-cash-plus-model-for-safe-transitions-to-healthy-and-productive-adulthood-midline.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1100-cash-plus-model-for-safe-transitions-to-healthy-and-productive-adulthood-midline.html
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The COVID-19 pandemic has caused 
unprecedented disruption to education 
systems globally, affecting the lives 
of more than 1.5 billion students and 
their families in 2020. Forced to close 
schools, governments have put in 
place immediate policy responses 
through a range of remote learning 
modalities, including online, TV/radio, 
paper-based take-home materials and 
other approaches. But these measures 
have only been partially effective: 
globally, fewer than 75 per cent of 
children were able to benefit from 
online learning during school closures 
due to the pervasive digital divide and 
other factors. Both the crisis and the 
presumed solution to the disruption 
in education have exacerbated 
existing disparities pre-COVID, and 
put children’s learning, nutrition and 
development at risk. 

But COVID-19 has brought new 
opportunities for education – throwing 
the global learning crisis that pre-
dated the pandemic into sharp relief 
– and for education research. Due 
to the urgency to restart children’s 
learning, this unparalleled crisis led 
to a collaboration between UNICEF 
Innocenti and other UNICEF offices 
and several other international 
organizations. 

The fruit of this collaboration is 
What Have We Learnt?, a joint report 
undertaken by UNICEF Innocenti, 
the World Bank and UNESCO, and 
generated through a joint survey 
of 149 ministries of education on 
national responses to COVID-19 
school closures from pre-primary 
to secondary education. 

In response to COVID-19, UNICEF 
Innocenti completed research working 
papers and briefs on the following 
topics in education: 

 � impact of school closures on 
learning and nutrition

 � parental engagement

 � equitable remote learning

 � school reopening 

 � remote learning in early childhood 
education. 

 
New evidence shed light on the 
cost-effectiveness of pre-primary 
education and the related need for 
increased spending. UNICEF Innocenti 
also undertook research on the 
implementation gaps between policies 
and service delivery at school level 
and found these gaps to be massive, 
underscoring the urgent need for 
implementation and scaling research.

Education 
and learning

https://data.unicef.org/resources/national-education-responses-to-covid19/
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Education 
and learning

Time to Teach: Teacher attendance 
and time on task in Eastern and 
Southern Africa

OVERVIEW

This study provides insights into the 
drivers of primary school teacher 
absenteeism in nine countries/
territories in Eastern and Southern 
Africa (Comoros, Kenya, Mozambique, 
Puntland (State of Somalia), Rwanda, 
South Sudan, Tanzania (Mainland 
and Zanzibar) and Uganda). In 2020, 
UNICEF Innocenti launched a regional 
synthesis report along with nine 
country/state-level reports.

FINDINGS AND IMPLICATIONS

The mixed-methods research that 
forms the basis of the study focuses 
on the factors affecting teacher 
attendance and on promising practices 
for improving time on task by mobilizing 
policymakers to improve teacher 
working conditions, accountability 
and motivation, and thereby improve 
learning outcomes. The study found 
that between 15.5 per cent and 
17.8 per cent of surveyed teachers 
reported being frequently absent 
from school. Absenteeism is highest 
in rural areas, in public schools, and 
among more educated teachers and 
volunteer teachers. Despite high levels 
of absenteeism, the evidence shows 
that teachers are generally committed 
to their job: education system 
strengthening is the pressing need. 

The promising practices for improving 
time on task include: ensuring 
effective teacher monitoring and 
oversight by head teachers; boosting 
parental and community involvement; 
removing obstacles to delivery of 
teacher salaries; improving teacher 
training and work–life balance; 
enhancing teacher allocation across 
schools; reducing class size in early 
years; and strengthening inter-sectoral 
collaboration.

IMPACT

The launch of the Eastern and 
Southern Africa regional report in 
November 2020 resonated with 
ministries of education, national 
policymakers and practitioners. 
The initiative has prompted UNICEF 
regional and country offices to actively 
use this research to improve and 
expand policies and programming 
targeting teachers. For example, 
Uganda’s Ministry of Education and 
Sports has developed a pioneering 
incentives framework to support 
teachers in the country informed by 
the findings of the research.

I

Time to Teach 
 

Teacher attendance and time on task 
in Eastern and Southern Africa

 
Despina Karamperidou, Mathieu Brossard, 

Silvia Peirolo and Dominic Richardson

March 2020

Publication available at: https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1148-time-to-teach-teacher-attendance-and-ti-
me-on-task-in-eastern-and-southern-africa.html

https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1148-time-to-teach-teacher-attendance-and-time-on-task-in-eastern-and-southern-africa.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1148-time-to-teach-teacher-attendance-and-time-on-task-in-eastern-and-southern-africa.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1148-time-to-teach-teacher-attendance-and-time-on-task-in-eastern-and-southern-africa.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1148-time-to-teach-teacher-attendance-and-time-on-task-in-eastern-and-southern-africa.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1148-time-to-teach-teacher-attendance-and-time-on-task-in-eastern-and-southern-africa.html
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Let Us Learn

OVERVIEW

Let Us Learn is an initiative that 
supports learning for vulnerable 
children, especially girls, in five 
countries (Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 
Liberia, Madagascar and Nepal). 
Research within the programme 
focuses on how to improve education 
outcomes for the most marginalized 
and is co-designed and built into the 
country programme of each of the 
five implementing UNICEF country 
offices, as well as the UNICEF South 
Asia Regional Office and the UNICEF 
Global Education Team in New York. 

FINDINGS AND IMPLICATIONS 

The report Bringing Education to 
the Most Marginalized Girls in Nepal 
provides a snapshot of the non-formal 
education programme entitled Girls’ 
Access to Education (GATE). This 

programme aims to bring the most 
marginalized adolescent girls in Nepal 
into school. The mixed-methods 
analysis found that GATE has been 
highly effective, seeing completion 
rates of 95 per cent for girls enrolled in 
the programme, and with 89 per cent 
of girls making the transition to formal 
school. However, retention of girls in 
formal school remains a challenge. 

IMPACT

A key recommendation stemming 
from this research is to explore 
the feasibility of expanding GATE 
approaches to other contexts, as 
the research demonstrated that the 
programme has been a cost-effective 
way of improving learning outcomes 
and bringing the most vulnerable girls 
into formal schooling in the context 
of Nepal.

Publication available at: https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1117-bringing-education-to-the-most-marginalized-gir-
ls-in-nepal-evidence-from-the-girls.html
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What Have We Learnt? 
Overview of findings from a survey 
of ministries of education on 
national responses to COVID-19

OVERVIEW

UNESCO, UNICEF and the World Bank 
conducted a survey of ministries of 
education on their national education 
responses to COVID-19 school 
closures. The survey results are 
summarized in the What Have We 
Learnt? joint report. 

FINDINGS AND IMPLICATIONS

The survey shows how certain 
government responses to COVID-19 
can widen inequalities between and 
within countries. The report notes that 
most low-income countries do not find 
that remote learning is an effective 
substitute for in-person teaching, but 
also do not have enough resources to 
reopen schools. 

Key areas identified for further 
research include monitoring student 
dropout and disengagement, the 
continued role of remote learning, 
learning assessments, localizing 
decisions on reopening schools, health 
and safety measures, teacher support 
and well-being, and mental health 
support. More in-depth research, 
including implementation research, 
is needed to capture the impacts 
of policy responses and support 
educational planning and programming 
going forward. 

The survey findings were disseminated 
through a joint webinar for key policy-
makers and the wider development 
community. Additionally, UNICEF took 
part in the Education Commission-led 
Save Our Future campaign, which 

launched a white paper with 
recommendations on education after 
COVID-19.

IMPACT

This survey is to become a regular 
endeavour supported by UNESCO, 
UNICEF Innocenti and the World Bank. 
Its next iterations will benefit countries 
by continuing to allow them to share 
experiences that will better inform 
local and national responses and 
prepare for school reopening.

for every child

WHAT HAVE  
WE LEARNT? 
Overview of findings from a survey of 
ministries of education on national 
responses to COVID-19

OCTOBER 2020

Publication available at: https://data.unicef.org/resources/national-education-responses-to-covid19/

https://data.unicef.org/resources/national-education-responses-to-covid19/
https://data.unicef.org/resources/national-education-responses-to-covid19/
https://data.unicef.org/resources/national-education-responses-to-covid19/
https://data.unicef.org/resources/national-education-responses-to-covid19/
https://data.unicef.org/resources/national-education-responses-to-covid19/
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The COVID-19 crisis unveiled the 
abuse faced by women and children 
around the world, providing an 
unexpected opportunity to advocate 
for commensurate action to prevent 
it, including within the pandemic 
response. Approximately one in three 
women around the world experience 
physical and/or sexual intimate 
partner violence in their lifetimes, and 
upwards of 50 per cent of children 
experience violence, often in settings 
presumed to be safe: the home and 
the community. 

And while schools can also be arenas 
in which children experience violence, 
they often offer safe spaces for 
reporting violence or seeking support. 
With school closures enforced 
globally, children’s access to safe 
spaces has been further restricted. 
Factors related to the pandemic, 
such as confinement, social isolation, 
household financial stress and weak 
institutional responses, can increase 
or intensify levels of violence and 
disrupt victims’ access to protection 
services. 

UNICEF Innocenti responded rapidly 
to the risk of increased domestic 
violence against children and women 
during the pandemic by synthesizing 
existing evidence about the nature of 
violence, its prevalence in previous 
crises and effective responses. This 
enabled the office to recommend 
potential measures to prevent violence 
and ensure that victims have access to 
compassionate care. UNICEF Innocenti 
generated short-form pieces, including 
briefs, blogs and op-eds, which: called 
for a gender-sensitive and life-course 
approach to these issues; emphasized 
the gendered nature of caregiving, and 
the increased burden that lockdowns 
and other measures entail for girls 
and women; and articulated the 
impacts that the pandemic is having 
on both women and children’s well-
being. Ongoing attention was paid 
to anti-violence measures taken by 
governments – for example, expanding 
helplines and innovating solutions 
to promote reporting in safe ways – 
although these were mostly reported 
from high-income countries. 

Child rights and 
child protection
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Child rights and 
child protection

In parallel, UNICEF Innocenti 
undertook a rapid evidence review 
of the Impacts of Pandemics and 
Epidemics on Child Protection. This 
study is enabling UNICEF to learn from 
previous global crises, anticipate the 
child protection challenges for children 
in the COVID-19 era and in future 
crises, and build appropriate strategies. 

UNICEF Innocenti sought to generate 
new evidence and guidance on 
collecting data related to violence 
during COVID-19 in ethical ways. 
Guidance on ethical data collection on 
violence helped to steer actions by 
UNICEF and partners, while ensuring 

respondents’ safety and well-being 
and complying with the best standards 
of quality and ethics. 

Looking ahead, UNICEF Innocenti 
will keep a spotlight on promising 
and effective solutions that need to 
be resourced across the board, both 
for pandemic preparedness and to 
improve the overall efforts to prevent 
and respond to violence across 
the life course. Ongoing work with 
migrant children and young people 
led to a situational brief focused on 
underlying vulnerabilities likely to 
get exacerbated in the context of 
COVID-19.
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The evaluation report from the UNICEF 
Evaluation Office on protecting 
children on the move (COTM) in 
the Horn of Africa indicates that the 
UNICEF Innocenti research undertaken 
during the COTM programme adds 
value to what is already known about 
the programme. The plan for the 
research component of COTM was to 
produce quantitative and qualitative 
data to enhance knowledge and 
inform programming on COTM. Most 
interviewees felt that the research 
was an important contribution to 
child protection and brought some 
new insights. Many other studies 
examine the causes of migration, 
but this research was unique in that 
it highlighted children’s voices with 
regard to their view of services, 
revealing a huge mistrust of authority. 

In Ethiopia, case studies emerging 
from the research were helpful 
in developing awareness-raising 
activities, as well as highlighting 
protection issues in specific areas, 
which led to programme interventions 

in Togowajale. In Sudan, findings 
were used in conjunction with 
other research to strengthen the 
argument for improving the protective 
environment at cross-border areas 
(for example Sudan/Egypt and 
along migratory routes to provide a 
continuum of care). In addition, the 
evaluation team was also able to 
use the research findings, which is 
particularly significant given that the 
team was unable to interview children 
directly. 

With regard to the research 
component of the programme, the 
researchers introduced the project at 
many interagency gatherings and with 
governments and engaged with many 
other stakeholders (NGOs, academics). 

In Somaliland and Puntland, UNICEF 
Innocenti worked collaboratively with 
government partners in the planning 
and implementation of the research, 
and this was critical in getting 
government support and information, 
which enriched the findings.

 

Co-creating research on important policy issues 
UNICEF has estimated that, in 2019, 
33 million international migrants 
were under 18. Seeking safety and 
better opportunities, many children 
and young people feel compelled to 
leave their families and communities. 
Together with UNICEF country offices 
and regional offices, UNICEF Innocenti 
embarked on a series of studies on 
children’s pathways and experiences 
of migration in the Horn of Africa. 
This research aims to understand 
why children move and what risks 
and harms they face, and will be 
published in April 2021. Drawing on 
data collected in 2019–2020, the 
research approach exemplifies UNICEF 

Innocenti’s unique advantages of 
close partnership and collaboration 
with national stakeholders, including 
governments, civil society and 
research institutions. From co-design 
of the research terms of reference 
(ToR) at the outset to validation of the 
findings, with numerous presentations 
and discussions in between, the 
research has already been presented 
several times to stakeholders in all 
three countries where data were 
collected – Ethiopia, Somalia and 
Sudan – ensuring that research uptake 
is part of the process of research 
implementation and publication (see 
Figure 2). 
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Government partners

■ Ethiopia: Ministry of Women,
Children and Youth (MoWCY)

■ Sudan: National Council for
Child Welfare (NCCW)

■ Somalia: Ministry of
Employment, Social Affairs
and Family (MESAF); in
Puntland, the main partner
was the Ministry of Women
Development and Family
Affairs (MOWDAFA) 

National research partners

■ Organization for Social Science
Research in Eastern and
Southern Africa (OSSREA) at
the University of Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia

■ Peace Research Institute at the
University of Khartoum, Sudan

■ University of Gedaref – Faculty
of Law, Sudan

■ University of Hargeisa, Somalia

■ Puntland and Development
Research Centre 

Research co-creation
between UNICEF Innocenti,
country offices, national
governments, researchers
and other partners

Co-design

■ Revision of the research ToR

■ Review and clearance of
ethical protocols

■ Selection of national
research partners

■ Internal cross-UNICEF
planning meetings –
e.g. Addis Ababa Jan 2019,
Amman Dec 2020,
Florence Feb 2020

Co-implementation with
country-level partners

■ Facilitation of access to
target groups in identified
research sites (through
supporting letters and
contact with authorities
on the ground)

■ Review of research reports
and discussions of interim
findings – e.g. presentation
to MoWCY, Ethiopia, 18 Aug

Joint research deliberations

■ Active engagement in the
validation workshop with
stakeholders – e.g. Somalia
17 Sep, Sudan 19 Oct,
Ethiopia 26 Oct

■ Support in the dissemination
of findings

■ Key role in concrete research
uptake through the
development of joint
(UNICEF/gov) technical
implementation plans –
e.g. COTM End Term
Review, 3 Nov

Figure 2: Approach to co-creation of research design and 
implementation
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Digital 
engagement

In 2020, UNICEF Innocenti’s digital 
research programme continued its 
focus on evidence generation by 
implementing nationally representative 
household surveys. Under the 
Disrupting Harm project, such surveys 
are undertaken with children and 
parents in 14 countries in East Asia and 
Eastern and Southern Africa (Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Thailand, Viet Nam; Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Mozambique, Namibia, Rwanda, South 
Africa, Uganda, the United Republic 
of Tanzania) to understand how 
digital technology can facilitate sexual 
exploitation and abuse of children. 
UNICEF Innocenti implements the 
project, alongside UNICEF country and 
regional offices and with the support 
of national governments. The project 
continued during the pandemic by 
introducing a range of precautions 
to safeguard participating families, 
including outdoor interviewing, 
quarantines where necessary, and 
enhanced sanitary practices for 
fieldwork staff. 

In parallel, UNICEF Innocenti joined 
a new research project to understand 
how children used digital technology 

during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
part of a 15-country collaboration in 
Europe (Austria, Belgium, Croatia, 
Denmark, France, Germany, Ireland, 
Italy, Lithuania, Norway, Portugal, 
Romania, Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland) 
led by the European Commission’s 
Joint Research Centre. The first report 
focused on remote learning in Italy, 
with the aim of influencing remote 
learning policy development in that 
country.

Following the increased focus of 
UNICEF on digital technology as 
a means for programme delivery, 
UNICEF Innocenti has developed 
a joint project with the LEGO Group 
to explore what child-responsive and 
rights-respecting digital design looks 
like for children. The purpose is to 
understand how digital experiences 
contribute positively or negatively 
to children’s well-being and identify 
design features that can be leveraged 
to improve child well-being in various 
ways. This will contribute to successful 
programme delivery by UNICEF 
through digital technologies and help 
the digital industry to deliver better 
experiences for children.
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Digital 
engagement

Addressing violence against 
children online and offline

OVERVIEW

The paper ‘Addressing violence 
against children online and offline’, 
published in the international journal 
Nature Human Behaviour, calls for 
stakeholders working to end violence 
against children to position online 
violence within the broader agenda 
of violence against children (VAC), 
to avoid creating further silos in 
policy and programming. The paper 
recognizes that many practitioners 
focus solely on solutions for the online 
environment, which can fail to address 
root causes that drive violence against 
children in all contexts. 

FINDINGS AND IMPLICATIONS

Both research and programming on 
online violence and subsequent policy 
discussions will benefit from the many 
lessons learned in the more developed 
VAC domain. Integration will help to 
avoid silos at government level, where 
online violence is sometimes dealt with 
by ministries in charge of information 
and communication technologies, 
rather than in collaboration with other 
ministries and departments working 
on child protection, gender equality, 

education and justice. A more holistic 
approach to online VAC will foster 
solutions to online violence that 
consider its root causes, such as 
inequality, poverty and social norms, 
rather than purely technological 
solutions that may temporarily deter 
VAC in the online world but not 
effectively end it.

IMPACT

The paper had a considerable part 
in changing the narrative within the 
online VAC field to focus more on 
the overlap between online and 
offline violence in terms of shared 
drivers and vulnerabilities. Its main 
points were reflected in official 
speeches by the former United 
Nations Special Rapporteur (UNSR) 
on the Sale and Sexual Exploitation 
of Children, as well as in reports 
co-authored with the UNSR’s office 
and UNICEF Innocenti. It was also 
reflected in expert consultations 
organized by WHO on online violence 
programming, in which solutions that 
tackle problems in both online and 
offline spaces at once emerged as 
the preferred way forward.
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Publication available at: https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-019-0791-3

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-019-0791-3
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-019-0791-3
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-019-0791-3
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Expanding 
research 

workstreams

UNICEF Innocenti’s forward-looking research seeks to be adaptive 
and to focus on emerging issues that are having an increasing 
impact on future trajectories for a safe and secure childhood 
and adolescence. These include digital and blended learning, 
child and adolescent mental health, implementation research, 
impact evaluations, humanitarian research, developing gender-
transformative approaches to addressing violence against children, 
and behavioural science research. Investigating these emerging 
areas is critical to supporting future UNICEF programming and 
government priority-setting. This section highlights some of the new 
areas of research in the pipeline for UNICEF Innocenti, both within 
its established research areas and within its emerging research 
workstreams.
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Since 2019, UNICEF Innocenti has 
been conducting research on the use 
of a digital tool to improve language 
learning for refugees, migrants and 
linguistic minorities to facilitate their 
participation in formal education and 
to improve their ability to interact 
in society. The Unlocking Learning 
report takes stock of the co-creation, 
implementation and effectiveness of 
a digital language learning course in 
Greece. 

This digital course was implemented 
in a blended approach, with tablets 
used in tandem with face-to-face 
teaching in classrooms. The use of 
the digital course in classes resulted in 
increases in students’ language skills, 
ranging from 8–9 per cent in receptive 
skills (listening and reading) to more 
significant gains in productive skills 
(25 per cent for speaking and 34 per 
cent for writing). 

The research suggests that the 
integration of the digital course into a 
clear pedagogical framework increases 
students’ confidence, improves 
attendance, decreases dropout and 
encourages participation in formal 
education. 

By building research into programme 
implementation, the study has 
provided critical insights into factors 
associated with improved education 
outcomes and the successful use of 
technology in the classroom. Results 
are expected to inform the continued 
development of the digital language 
learning course as it expands to new 
languages, subjects and countries. 
Findings will also benefit the broader 
EdTech community, enabling 
governments and practitioners to 

deliver better results for children, 
especially the most vulnerable and 
marginalized. 

The digital course can be adapted for 
remote and self-learning, including 
offline. This is crucial for reaching 
the most vulnerable children living 
in informal settlements or learning 
remotely due to the current COVID-19 
crisis. Recognizing the potential of the 
course as a remote learning tool, in 
April 2020, following the nationwide 
closure of all formal and non-formal 
education institutions in the country, 
Greece’s Ministry of Education 
officially endorsed and disseminated 
the course through its website. 

Unlocking Learning 
The co-creation and effectiveness 

of a digital language learning course 
for refugees and migrants in Greece

 
Despina Karamperidou, Nikoletta Theodorou, Thomas Dreesen, 

Matt Brossard, Akito Kamei and Javier Santiago Ortiz Correa  

 
December 2020

Digital and 
blended learning

https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1158-unlocking-learning-digital-language-learning-refugees-and-migrants-greece.html
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Data Must Speak (DMS) Positive 
Deviance Research is a three-year 
multi-country research programme 
led by UNICEF Innocenti, which aims 
to identify and scale locally rooted 
solutions to improve learning. This 
research is part of the larger global 
DMS initiative coordinated by the 
UNICEF Programme Division.

While the global learning crisis 
has deepened due to widespread 
school closures during the COVID-19 
pandemic, some schools can be 
considered ‘positive deviants’ because 
they outperform others operating in 
similar contexts and with equivalent 
resources. By harnessing innovative 
research methodologies, such as 
positive deviance, participatory 

implementation research, and 
behavioural and scaling science, DMS 
research identifies ‘what works’ at 
school level and ‘how to’ optimally scale 
those solutions to less well-performing 
schools. 

The research is being co-created and 
co-implemented in nine low-income 
countries with ministries of education, 
other relevant in-country partners and 
research beneficiaries using a ‘learning 
by doing’ approach to strengthen 
country-level research capacities and 
maximize buy-in from the outset. The 
research will inform contextualized and 
actionable practices, as well as curate 
and synthesize lessons learned and best 
practices from all participating countries 
and create global public goods.

Data Must Speak
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The scope and rationale for human-
itarian research work in 2020 was 
guided by a multi-stakeholder mapping 
of humanitarian research needs set out 
in a Humanitarian Research Agenda 
developed in 2019. From early 2020, 
the research began to explore two 
critical issues that emerged from the 
2019 mapping. The first was disability 
inclusion, a core area in which research 
in humanitarian settings remains 
limited. In Afghanistan, South Sudan 
and the State of Palestine, research 
investigating the barriers and enablers 
to accessing assistive devices for 
children with disabilities produced 
detailed case studies in 2020. It 
identified critical gaps and detailed 
key recommendations where UNICEF 
and partners can have a leading role: 
procurement, coordination, advocacy 
with governments and resource 
partners, capacity development, 
and health care system strengthening. 
The work will contribute to a joint 
UNICEF–WHO Global Report on 
Assistive Technology in 2021.

In 2020, UNICEF Innocenti also 
launched the Rapid Evidence 
and Accelerated Learning (REAL) 
consultations on evidence related 
to humanitarian action. The REAL 
consultations brought the experiences 
and tacit knowledge of practitioners 
together with evidence from research, 
to reach consensus on key actionable 
outputs for humanitarian action. 
The series has answered questions 

on topics including gender-based 
violence in emergencies, and risk 
communication and community 
engagement, by convening experts 
in UNICEF regional and country 
offices and headquarters, and external 
partner organizations. The REAL 
consultations also explore practical 
ways to leverage and integrate 
outputs with humanitarian skills 
development activities across UNICEF 
regional and country offices and 
ensure relevance and currency with 
the issues facing humanitarian actors 
on the ground today.

Humanitarian 
research
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Global estimates suggest that more 
than 1 billion of the world’s children 
aged 2–17 experienced physical, sexual 
and/or emotional abuse during the 
past year. Addressing the intersections 
between violence against women and 
children is paramount considering the 
substantial overlap in shared risk factors, 
co-occurrence of violence especially 
within the home, and the importance of 
effective strategies that address both 
forms of violence together. UNICEF 
Innocenti is therefore generating 
evidence to help to introduce a gender-
transformative approach to addressing 
violence against children (VAC) and 
adolescents into UNICEF programmes. 

This approach, which involves focusing 
on the causes of gender-based 
inequalities and working to transform 
harmful gender roles, norms and power 
imbalances, is articulated in the paper 
Gender Dimensions of Violence Against 
Children and Adolescents developed 
by UNICEF Innocenti and UNICEF 
Child Protection and Gender teams. 
The gender-transformative approach 
focuses on the influence of gender-
based inequalities on the experience and 
perpetration of violence, and requires 
understanding of the gender differences 
in levels, patterns and risk factors 
associated with violence against children 
and adolescents, and intergenerationally 
against women.

UNICEF Innocenti is working 
collaboratively across both the VAC and 
violence against women (VAW) fields to 
generate evidence in support of three 
key objectives:

 � revise child protection and VAC 
paradigms and approaches so that 
they are more gender sensitive and 
transformative

 � reduce tensions and increase 
coordination between efforts to 
address VAC and VAW, so as to 
meet the distinct needs of children 
and women and protect their human 
rights

 � integrate efforts to address VAC and 
VAW across UNICEF programming.

 
Additionally, UNICEF Innocenti’s 
work has raised awareness of the 
increased risks of violence inside the 
home fuelled by factors associated 
with the COVID-19 pandemic, 
including confinement, social 
isolation, heightened levels of stress, 
and weak institutional responses, 
as highlighted in the op-ed entitled 
‘Violence in Times of Coronavirus—
The Ugly Truth’. UNICEF Innocenti’s 
most-read blog of 2020, on the ‘Five 
Ways Governments Are Responding to 
Violence Against Women and Children 
During COVID-19’, raised the alarm 
and outlined promising strategies by 
governments to respond to violence 
during COVID-19. 

 

Gender- 
transformative 

approach to violence

https://www.unicef.org/media/93986/file/Child-Protection-Gender-Dimensions-of-VACAG-2021.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/93986/file/Child-Protection-Gender-Dimensions-of-VACAG-2021.pdf
https://www.thinkglobalhealth.org/article/violence-times-coronavirus-ugly-truth
https://www.thinkglobalhealth.org/article/violence-times-coronavirus-ugly-truth
https://blogs.unicef.org/evidence-for-action/five-ways-governments-are-responding-to-violence-against-women-and-children-during-covid-19/
https://blogs.unicef.org/evidence-for-action/five-ways-governments-are-responding-to-violence-against-women-and-children-during-covid-19/
https://blogs.unicef.org/evidence-for-action/five-ways-governments-are-responding-to-violence-against-women-and-children-during-covid-19/
https://blogs.unicef.org/evidence-for-action/five-ways-governments-are-responding-to-violence-against-women-and-children-during-covid-19/
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Generating new knowledge to guide action
UNICEF Innocenti has collaborated 
with researchers, academics and 
civil society to highlight knowledge 
gaps on VAC and its intersections 
with VAW and to establish a 
shared understanding of a gender-
transformative approach to 
addressing violence. 

The Evidence Gap Map provides an 
important stock-take of the available 
evidence on promising and effective 
solutions to ending violence against 
children, including on the gender 
dimensions of violence.

COVID-19 presents multiple 
challenges to collecting primary 
data on sensitive subjects, such as 
violence. To promote the safety and 
well-being of respondents, as well 
as the quality of the data generated, 
UNICEF Innocenti responded by 
producing guidance on ethical data 

collection and research on VAC 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The office also published two think 
pieces on remote data collection on 
VAW during COVID-19 and remote 
data collection on VAC during 
COVID-19.

Modelling the effect of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on violent 
discipline against children: UNICEF 
Innocenti collaborated with the 
UNICEF Data & Analytics team 
and the London School of Hygiene 
& Tropical Medicine to develop 
innovative methodologies that use 
existing data to model the impact of 
COVID-19 measures on the levels 
of violence in the home. These 
methodologies are published in the 
briefing paper ‘Modelling the effect 
of the COVID-19 pandemic on violent 
discipline against children’. 
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https://www.unicef-irc.org/evidence-gap-map-violence-against-children/
https://www.unicef-irc.org/article/1997-remote-data-collection-on-violence-against-women-during-covid-19-a-conversation-with.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/article/1997-remote-data-collection-on-violence-against-women-during-covid-19-a-conversation-with.html
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213420305524?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213420305524?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213420305524?via%3Dihub
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In 2020, UNICEF Innocenti’s mental 
health research workstream focused 
on strengthening the evidence base on 
mental health for children, adolescents 
and young people, to support broader 
mental health programming and 
advocacy efforts by UNICEF. The work 
involves the development of a mental 
health research agenda, as well as 
research synthesis on topics such as: 
the global burden of mental health in 
children; social determinants of mental 
health, including risk and protective 
factors at each developmental phase 
of a child’s life; scalable psychosocial 
interventions and delivery platforms; 
and the promotion of mental well-
being. These evidence generation 
products are expected to identify 

research gaps, engage key partners 
and stakeholders, and support new 
data collection efforts to address 
critical questions, including in the 
context of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

In parallel, UNICEF Innocenti also 
worked with leading academics 
to synthesize the evidence on the 
impact of crises on youth mental 
health. The aim of this study was to 
provide practitioners and policymakers 
with the key issues and risks for 
youth mental health associated with 
pandemics, epidemics and other 
health crises, and to identify scalable, 
cost-effective solutions. The report, 
entitled Mind Matters, will be released 
in early 2021.

Mental health
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Rapid review of the impact of COVID-19 on the 
mental health of children and adolescents
In 2020, UNICEF Innocenti undertook 
a rapid review to study the impact of 
COVID-19 on child and adolescent 
mental health outcomes. The review 
of 90 studies sheds light on how the 
COVID-19 pandemic and associated 
mitigation measures have exacerbated 
mental health issues globally. 
Emerging evidence suggests that 

children and adolescents are at risk of 
mental distress, especially anxiety, fear 
and depression, due to lockdowns, 
school closures and economic 
recession, while also highlighting 
opportunities for coping and resilience 
during this time. The report will be 
released in early to mid-2021. 

The Evolving Epidemiologic and Clinical 
Picture of SARS-CoV-2 and COVID-19 Disease 
in Children and Young People
This working paper examined 
the understanding of infectious 
manifestations of SARS-CoV-2 and 
COVID-19 disease in children and 
adolescents across low-, middle- 
and high-income countries and 

by demographic structure, with 
recognition of a widening disease 
spectrum. The analysis informed 
WHO initial briefing on COVID-19 
and the UNICEF advocacy report.
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https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1107-the-evolving-epidemiologic-and-clinical-picture-of-sars-cov-2-and-covid-19-disease.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1107-the-evolving-epidemiologic-and-clinical-picture-of-sars-cov-2-and-covid-19-disease.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1107-the-evolving-epidemiologic-and-clinical-picture-of-sars-cov-2-and-covid-19-disease.html
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UNICEF Innocenti’s emerging 
behavioural science and behavioural 
insights agenda is currently focused 
around three areas:

 � building an evidence base for 
applying behavioural sciences and 
insights for results for children in an 
ethical manner, particularly in exploring 
the transferability of the existing 
evidence largely generated in high-
income countries, and applying and 
adapting learning to low- and middle-
income country (LMIC) settings and 
to vulnerable populations; also 
designing new interventions to support 
primary research in LMIC contexts

 � capacity-building within UNICEF 
and with other partners, including 
governments, UN agencies and 
humanitarian and development 
organizations to ethically harness 
behavioural insights for children 
through awareness raising, technical 
assistance, experience sharing/
exchange and training 

 � establishing strategic research 
partnerships with global centres of 
excellence in the behavioural sciences 
and related fields, with an emphasis 
on cultivating capacity and connections 
with and between institutions in 
LMICs to learn from good practices. 

 
Throughout 2020, UNICEF Innocenti 
regularly participated in and co-chaired 
sessions of the Behavioural Insights 
Inter-Agency Working Group of the  
UN Innovation Network (UNIN), 
including: presenting UNICEF’s emerging 
behavioural insights work at the United 
Nations-wide Behavioural Insights 
Week; sharing UNICEF’s efforts to 
apply behavioural insights approaches 
to challenges of vaccination uptake; 
and contributing to UNICEF’s emerging 

behavioural design approach for health, 
combining behavioural insights and 
human-centred design approaches in 
Indonesia, Ethiopia, Ghana, South Sudan 
and Zimbabwe. 

In 2020, UNICEF Innocenti also co- 
authored products related to behavioural 
science and behavioural insights:

 � a special edition of the UNIN 
newsletter, ‘Leveraging Behavioural 
Insights to Respond to COVID-19’

 � UNICEF content for a World Bank 
Mind, Behaviour and Development 
Unit (eMBeD) publication, Behavioral 
Science Around the World: 
Volume Two, which examines 
how international development 
organizations are applying behavioural 
science in their work

 � UNICEF contribution to a forthcoming 
UNIN report on the status and future 
use of Applied Behavioural Sciences/
Behavioural Insights across the UN 
system.

 
Finally, UNICEF Innocenti began a 
collaboration with the Behavioural 
Insights Team Australia and the Young 
and Resilient Research Centre of 
Western Sydney University on a literature 
review on Ethical Considerations 
for Applying Behavioural Insights 
Approaches Involving Children and 
Adolescents. An additional component 
of this work will be to hold youth 
consultations to help develop user-
friendly practical guidance and decision-
support tools for UNICEF and partners 
to think through ethical considerations 
when looking to incorporate behavioural 
insight approaches into child rights 
programming. UNICEF Innocenti also 
guided a high-profile external advisory 
board of experts in these sectors. 

Behavioural 
science research

https://www.uninnovation.network/
https://www.hcd4health.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1adecMoDuKBW-ujvll9dIDAMOzi4Iqtay/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1adecMoDuKBW-ujvll9dIDAMOzi4Iqtay/view
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/453911601273837739/behavioral-science-around-the-world-volume-two-profiles-of-17-international-organizations
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/453911601273837739/behavioral-science-around-the-world-volume-two-profiles-of-17-international-organizations
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/453911601273837739/behavioral-science-around-the-world-volume-two-profiles-of-17-international-organizations
https://www.bi.team/australia/
https://www.bi.team/australia/
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/young-and-resilient
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/young-and-resilient
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/young-and-resilient
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management 
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While the challenges of COVID-19 are numerous, the pandemic also 
provides an opportunity to think creatively. As the initial global 
rhetoric that children were not among the most affected populations 
of COVID-19 shifted to a recognition that the long-term socio-
economic consequences of the pandemic would be hardest felt by 
children, an ‘infodemic’ of new papers on COVID-19 started sweeping 
the world. In response, the Research Facilitation and Knowledge 
Management (RFKM) team at UNICEF Innocenti created the Children 
and COVID-19 Research Library to gather together in one place 
quality scientific information about the impacts of the pandemic on 
children, as a contribution to combatting misinformation.

©️
 U

N
IC

E
F/

U
N

03
92

34
9/

A
ye

ne

https://www.unicef-irc.org/covid-children-library/?tag=COVID-19&page=1
https://www.unicef-irc.org/covid-children-library/?tag=COVID-19&page=1
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EVIDENCE SYNTHESIS 

The RFKM team lent its strength 
in evidence synthesis to the Rapid 
Research Response, supporting the 
report Impacts of Pandemics and 
Epidemics on Child Protection. This 
synthesis, conducted in partnership 
with the EPPI-Centre, highlights the 
dearth of quality evidence on child 
protection in health crises, as well as 
the need for better guidance on how 
to balance both speed of response and 
quality in evidence synthesis to inform 
rapid reviews. 
 
UNICEF Innocenti’s long-standing 
partnership with the Campbell 
Collaboration around the ‘living’ Child 
Well-being Mega-map – which maps 
the latest global evidence in LMICs 
against the UNICEF 2018–2021 
Strategic Plan goal areas – also issued 
a special COVID-19 brief identifying 
existing COVID-19 and children-related 
evidence syntheses.
 
To support the COVID-19 response, 
UNICEF Innocenti became a partner in 
COVID-END (the COVID-19 Evidence 
Network to support Decision-making), 
to help better coordinate evidence 
syntheses and support decision-makers 
to find and use the best available 
evidence. As one of the founding 
partners and current co-Chair of the 
Multi-Donor Learning Partnership 

for Development Impact (MDLP), 
UNICEF Innocenti recognized the 
need to better document lessons 
related to knowledge management 
and organizational learning and the 
enhanced role these might play in post-
COVID recovery. A forthcoming book 
is expected to feature the learning from 
nine development agencies (USAID, 
the UK Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office (FCDO), the 
Swedish and German development 
agencies (Sida and GIZ), Inter-American 
Development Bank, World Bank, 
International Fund for Agricultural 
Development, Wellcome Trust and 
UNICEF) engaged in MDLP. 

UNICEF Innocenti commenced a 
systematic review for the GRASSP 
programme funded by the FCDO. 
This review seeks to determine the 
effectiveness of social protection 
systems, policies and programmes 
to achieve gender equality outcomes 
across the life course in LMICs 
and identify the key design and 
implementation features associated 
with success or failure. In order to 
raise awareness of the added value 
of evidence synthesis, as well as to 
maintain quality standards and build 
capacity across UNICEF and partners, 
UNICEF Innocenti produced a series 
of Methodological Briefs on Evidence 
Synthesis.
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https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1104-working-paper-impacts-of-pandemics-and-epidemics-on-child-protection-lessons-learned.html#:~:text=The%20evidence%20on%20the%20impacts%20of%20pandemics%20and,and%20exploitation%2C%20and%20school%20enrolment%2C%20attendance%20and%20dropout.
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1104-working-paper-impacts-of-pandemics-and-epidemics-on-child-protection-lessons-learned.html#:~:text=The%20evidence%20on%20the%20impacts%20of%20pandemics%20and,and%20exploitation%2C%20and%20school%20enrolment%2C%20attendance%20and%20dropout.
http://eppi.ioe.ac.uk/cms/
https://www.campbellcollaboration.org/
https://www.campbellcollaboration.org/
https://www.unicef-irc.org/megamap/
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/networks/covid-end
https://www.mdlp4dev.org/
https://www.mdlp4dev.org/
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/?ThematicSeriesID=4&sortBy=oldest
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/?ThematicSeriesID=4&sortBy=oldest


47UNICEF Innocenti Annual Report 2020

CAPACITY-BUILDING

Mobility restrictions and travel bans 
forced UNICEF Innocenti to abandon 
its face-to-face capacity development 
workshops and training on research 
facilitation, knowledge management 
and ethics in 2020. However, UNICEF 
Innocenti’s flagship Introduction to 
Research Management and Methods 
training for internal UNICEF staff and 
partners pivoted to online delivery for 
the UNICEF Indonesia and Malaysia 
country offices, which brought both 
new challenges and opportunities in 
staff engagement and participatory 
discussions.
 

ETHICAL EVIDENCE GENERATION 

As the year progressed, UNICEF 
Innocenti began a global mapping 
of national legislation on children 
and ethical reviews and developed 
a database of ethically approved 
inception reports and research 
protocols to better support UNICEF 
field colleagues in ethical evidence 
generation. 

The Ethics team also provided 
support to long-standing partner 
Southern Cross University, 
to revamp and update the joint Ethical 
Research Involving Children website 
and database, and worked with the 
Institute of Development Studies to 
produce a working paper and decision-
support tool on the ethical involvement 
of children with disabilities in evidence 
generation and use.

Finally, UNICEF Innocenti generated 
guidance on ethical data collection 
during the pandemic through working/
discussion papers and decision-support 
tools on general and child-specific 
ethical issues in digital contact tracing 
and surveillance during COVID-19, and 
on ethical considerations for evidence 
generation involving children in the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Best of UNICEF 
Research and 
Evaluation
2020 saw an exciting evolution in 
the long-standing Best of UNICEF 
Research project, which aims to 
annually highlight, recognize and 
reward best practices in research by 
UNICEF offices around the world, as 
well as to identify quality research 
worthy of replication and scale-up. 

In 2020, UNICEF Innocenti joined 
forces with the Evaluation Office 
to produce a joint Best of UNICEF 
Research and Evaluation 2020 
publication. 

Alongside this, a dedicated microsite, 
short videos featuring UNICEF offices 
behind the winning entries, a social 
media campaign and online events 
are being used to amplify awareness 
and reach of the 10 research and 
8 evaluation finalists featured in the 
publication.

BEST OF UNICEF RESEARCH 
AND EVALUATION 2020

Evaluation Office

https://www.scu.edu.au/
https://www.childethics.com/
https://www.childethics.com/
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1110-exploring-critical-issues-in-the-ethical-involvement-of-children-with-disabilities.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1110-exploring-critical-issues-in-the-ethical-involvement-of-children-with-disabilities.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1110-exploring-critical-issues-in-the-ethical-involvement-of-children-with-disabilities.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1096-digital-contact-tracing-surveillance-covid-19-response-child-specific-issues-iwp.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1096-digital-contact-tracing-surveillance-covid-19-response-child-specific-issues-iwp.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1096-digital-contact-tracing-surveillance-covid-19-response-child-specific-issues-iwp.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1086-ethical-considerations-for-evidence-generation-involving-children-on-the-covid-19.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1086-ethical-considerations-for-evidence-generation-involving-children-on-the-covid-19.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1086-ethical-considerations-for-evidence-generation-involving-children-on-the-covid-19.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/boure2020
https://www.unicef-irc.org/boure2020
https://www.unicef-irc.org/boure2020


48 UNICEF Innocenti Annual Report 202048



49UNICEF Innocenti Annual Report 2020 49

Convening, 
thought 

leadership 
and 

communications 
©️

 U
N

IC
E

F/
U

N
01

63
30

/G
ilb

er
ts

on
 V

II 
P

ho
to



50 UNICEF Innocenti Annual Report 2020

With the pandemic changing the 
fundamental patterns of convening 
and conferencing, UNICEF Innocenti 
launched Leading Minds Online (LMO) 
as a digital space for UNICEF to engage 
global thought leaders on critical issues 
for children. The pandemic was the 
core topic of the first LMO series, 
What the Experts Say: Coronavirus 
and Children, which encompassed 
10 webcast episodes, engaged 50 
leading minds, and regularly drew 
listeners and viewers from across the 
globe. The topics covered included 
children online, violence in the home, 
support for families, remote learning, 
hand hygiene, the economic impact 
of COVID-19, child health, the climate 
crisis, infomediary and fake news, and 
a special episode on sub-Saharan 
Africa. LMO will continue in 2021 
and beyond, diversifying its content, 
format and audiences.

UNICEF Innocenti conveyed thought 
leadership through a range of 
communication-friendly products that 
are readily prepared, easily accessible 
on social media, and reflect the 
communication preferences of the 
times. UNICEF Innocenti generated 
compelling products, such as blogs, 
op-eds, thought pieces, microsites 
and videos, which have captured the 
attention of a wide range of partners 
both inside and outside UNICEF. 

The platform hosting COVID-19 & 
Children Rapid Research Response, 
featuring UNICEF Innocenti’s ‘living’ 
rapid research workplan and all COVID-
related research and knowledge 
outputs, provides a useful, easy-to-
navigate portal for all the research on 
the impact of COVID-19 on children. 

A similar microsite was also developed 
for the Children and COVID-19 Research 
Library, a repository that enables quick 
and easy access to the latest global 
scientific research regarding the impacts 
of the current pandemic on children and 
adolescents – now indexing some 1,200 
research titles. 

The innovative and immersive Worlds 
of Influence microsite for Innocenti 
Report Card 16 provides a visual tool 
for mapping the holistic approach to 
measuring child well-being at the heart 
of the report (see Figure 3). Significant 
global media visibility led to Innocenti 
Report Card 16 being the most highly 
downloaded Report Card publication 
ever, with over 100,000 downloads. 

2020 also witnessed the building of a 
significant dedicated online community 
of engagement. Creation of a LinkedIn 
account for UNICEF Innocenti was 
another important milestone, showing 
the potential of the UNICEF Innocenti 
brand to drive digital engagement.

Rapid growth of followers on multiple 
platforms has been complemented by 
increasing capacity to monitor digital 
engagement and inform decisions 
about production and timing of content 
through monthly digital impact reports. 
UNICEF Innocenti also acquired new 
skills and experience in producing 
and disseminating high-quality 
webcasting. This capacity will likely 
play a central role in increasing visibility 
and participation, with live webcasting 
events in the future.

https://www.unicef-irc.org/article/2000-unicef-innocenti-leading-minds-online-series-children-online-violence-in-home.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/covid19/
https://www.unicef-irc.org/covid19/
https://www.unicef-irc.org/covid-children-library/
https://www.unicef-irc.org/covid-children-library/
https://www.unicef-irc.org/child-well-being-report-card-16
https://www.unicef-irc.org/child-well-being-report-card-16
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Figure 3: The three worlds of influence that shape 
child well-being in rich countries 

Snapshot from Worlds of Influence microsite, https://www.unicef-irc.org/child-well-being-report-card-16

https://www.unicef-irc.org/child-well-being-report-card-16
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� Take leadership for research 
on children’s issues in times of 
crises. The COVID-19 pandemic 
highlighted the need for sound, 
rigorous evidence on children’s 
rights and well-being in the 
global pandemic context. It also 
brought focus on the need for 
leadership on how to conduct 
research on children without 
increasing their risk of harm. 
This has provided an opportunity 
for UNICEF Innocenti to be 
identified as a key source of 
guidance and information on 
ethical research for children in 
the context of COVID-19. 

� Working with diverse partners, 
although complex, amplifies 
impact. Collaboration between 
organizations and within 
UNICEF improved during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Working 
with the Food and Agriculture 
Organization, International 
Labour Organization, OECD, 
UNESCO, UN Women, World 
Bank and other partners in 2020 
magnified UNICEF Innocenti’s 
impact. Working more closely 
with other UNICEF offices 
and divisions on the COVID-19 
response led to greater exposure 
and appreciation of UNICEF 
Innocenti’s contribution to 
programming at country and 
regional levels. 

� Agility is imperative in 
a rapidly changing and 
uncertain world. UNICEF 
Innocenti acted rapidly during 
the unveiling crisis, building 
a Rapid Research Response 
across all its major pillars of work 
(research generation, research 
facilitation and convening 
and thought leadership). 
The results have shown the 
power of evidence to support 
programming and response in 
emergency situations. COVID-19 
provided an opportunity to 
shorten traditional research 
timelines to produce evidence 
that meets quality standards but 

is undertaken quickly, allowing 
for an evidence-informed 
response to the pandemic. 
It will be important to reflect 
upon this mechanism as an 
addition to longer-term research 
methods and what this means 
for accelerating adaptive 
management and learning 
across the organization. 
 

� Aligning research with 
programmes is critical to 
maximize UNICEF Innocenti’s 
impact inside and outside 
of UNICEF. When research 
is part of programmes from 
the outset, UNICEF has the 
best of both worlds: evidence-
informed programmes and 
policy advice that facilitate 
improvements in implementation 
and results for children. UNICEF 
Innocenti’s increasing focus 
on system-strengthening and 
implementation research will be 
key in moving evidence towards 
programme results. 

� Adaptive data collection 
tools, methods, protocols 
and procedures are highly 
useful and appreciated 
by practitioners and 
policymakers. The COVID-19 
crisis caused disruptions to 
planned research, limiting the 
possibility of doing primary field 
data collection, but enabled 
UNICEF Innocenti to explore the 
use of online surveys for rapid 
evidence generation where other 
forms of data collection were 
not possible. UNICEF Innocenti 
learned that it is possible to 
conduct household surveys 
during a global pandemic 
in selected contexts, with 
additional layers of safeguarding 
from a physical protection 
perspective and incorporating 
COVID protocols into fieldwork 
procedures with appropriate 
training.

� Remote collaboration is 
not only possible but also 
highly desirable and gives 
a wider audience for UNICEF 
Innocenti’s work. COVID-19 
stimulated us to think more 
creatively about remote 
collaboration and expanding 
the audience for UNICEF 
Innocenti’s research. Face-to-
face meetings and seminars 
were replaced by ‘virtual’ 
convenings featuring research 
work in new media formats, 
such as webinars and webcasts, 
online video interviews, and 
dedicated microsites. This 
highlighted the need to increase 
UNICEF Innocenti’s digital 
communication assets and 
training to enhance research 
uptake and impact, online 
facilitation of training and 
workshops, and other strategic 
areas.  

� Convening and thought 
leadership has gone digital 
and will forever more have 
an online component. At its  
inception in November 2019, 
the Leading Minds Conference 
brought together a rich vein 
of thought leaders to discuss 
next-generation issues for 
children. The pandemic forced 
UNICEF Innocenti to shelve 
the conference in 2020, but 
the silver lining was the advent 
of Leading Minds Online, 
which took online the same 
underlying philosophy of the 
conference – Connect, Listen, 
Share, Decide, Act. Leading 
Minds Online gathered the 
same rich mix of power 
brokers, knowledge brokers 
and young people in 2020 as 
the in-person conference did in 
2019, with 10 webcast sessions 
on Coronavirus and Children. 
Future convening is likely to 
entail both face-to-face and 
online components, potentially 
expanding the audience and 
scope for convening at 
UNICEF Innocenti.
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Financial 
resourcing and 
management

In 2020, UNICEF Innocenti’s financial 
resourcing and management focused 
on utilizing its core funding to 
mobilize a Rapid Research Response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, while 
also negotiating extensions on its 
disrupted projects with key donors. 

The office also continued to deepen 
its already strong relations with the 
Government of Italy, international 
partners and the UNICEF global 
network of country and regional 
offices. In this challenging year, a 
total of US$2.6 million in additional 
grant funding and more than 

US$0.9 million from other UNICEF 
offices was raised for joint research. 
UNICEF Innocenti has also built a 
strong US$7.7 million pipeline of 
future research initiatives.

UNICEF Innocenti spent 
US$8.5 million to deliver results 
in 2020, with the most significant 
expenditures made from the 
Government of Italy and UNICEF core 
funding, complemented by diverse 
public and philanthropic funding 
sources from long-term partners 
(see Figure 4).
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Global Humanitarian Thematic Fund
US$209,129
VARIOUS DONORS TO 
UNICEF THEMATIC FUNDS

Cash + Care: A Life-Changing Solution to Facilitate 
the Safe Transition of Adolescents to Adulthood

US$191,683
OAK FOUNDATION (WITH SUPPORT FROM THE 
SWISS NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR UNICEF)

Can National Social Protection Systems Reduce 
Child Labour? Evidence from Southern Africa 

US$142,637
UNITED STATES, DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

Getting into the Game: 
Phase 2 of understanding the evidence 

for child-focused sport for development
US$127,031
BARÇA FOUNDATION (WITH SUPPORT FROM THE SPANISH NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR UNICEF)
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Figure 4: Top 10 funding sources by expenditure in 2020
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US$2,422,852
GOVERNMENT OF ITALY

Regular contribution

US$2,007,836
UNICEF CORE FUNDING

Institutional budget and regular resources

US$1,203,509
UNITED KINGDOM, FOREIGN, 
COMMONWEALTH AND 
DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 
(FCDO)

Gender-Responsive and Age-Sensitive Social Protection (GRASSP) and Ending Violence, 
Abuse and Exploitation of Children research programmes

US$831,908
THE FUND TO END VIOLENCE 
AGAINST CHILDREN

Disrupting Harm: Investigating violence against children online

US$720,165
SWEDEN, SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
COOPERATION AGENCY (SIDA)

The Transfer Project: Research, 
Cross-Country Learning and Regional Capacity-Building 

around Social Cash Transfer Programmes in Sub-Saharan 
Africa: Phase 2 

Akelius Foundation–
UNICEF Global 

Partnership on Evidence 
Generation

US$266,363
AKELIUS FOUNDATION (WITH SUPPORT FROM THE SWEDISH COMMITTEE FOR UNICEF)



UNICEF Innocenti focuses on: 
generating, using and sharing research; 
providing guidance on research 
facilitation, quality assurance and 
ethical considerations; and convening 
leading thinkers and practitioners 
to drive results for children. This 
commitment is also demonstrated by 
the way in which the office allocates 

its resources. In 2020, 66 per cent 
of UNICEF Innocenti expenditures 
focused on strategic research 
generation, including research on 
emerging areas and convening, and 
research facilitation, quality assurance 
(9 per cent), and communication 
(6 per cent) (see Figure 5).
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66%
STRATEGIC RESEARCH 

AND CONVENING

9%
RESEARCH FACILITATION, 

KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT, 

ETHICS

6%
COMMUNICATION

5%
MANAGEMENT AND 

RESOURCE MOBILIZATION

14%
OPERATIONS

Figure 5: UNICEF Innocenti expenditure by category, 2020
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People
In 2020, the UNICEF Innocenti team 
comprised experienced professionals 
from 25 nationalities, of whom two-
thirds were female and one-third male 
(see Figure 6). This multidisciplinary 

team grew over the year, from 60 
people (37 staff and 23 consultants) in 
December 2019 to a total of 70 people 
(46 staff, 1 junior professional officer 
and 23 consultants) by the end of 2020.

Figure 6: Staff gender distribution, December 2020

In terms of national diversity, about 
80 per cent of staff are from 
industrialized countries, and concerted 
effort is being made to increase the 
staff representation from programme 
countries and to bring parity in staff 
and regional diversity in the office. 
The proportion of both staff and 
consultants who are younger than 
35 years is 28 per cent. 

The UNICEF Innocenti team in 2020 
included international professional 
staff, support staff and in-house 
consultants, among them: researchers; 
managers; ethics, knowledge 
management, communication, 
convening, partnerships and planning 
specialists; and a junior professional 
officer. The office also hosted several 
skilled interns who embarked on 
their research journeys with UNICEF 
Innocenti.

67%
WOMEN

33%
MEN
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Partnerships
UNICEF Innocenti collaborates with 
a rich array of partners to fulfil its 
core mandate and extends special 
thanks to the Government of Italy 
for its unstinting and decades-long 
support of research for children 
and young people, and for hosting 
UNICEF Innocenti in Florence. UNICEF 
Innocenti also thanks the resource 
partners listed in Figure 7 for their 
generous contributions in 2020 to 
research for children. 

In 2020, UNICEF Innocenti progressed 
on new and existing research 
programmes and projects with 
partners, including:

� Data Must Speak research 
supported by the Global Partnership 
for Education Knowledge and 
Innovation Exchange initiative, in 
partnership with the International 
Development Research Centre, as 
well as Hewlett Foundation and 
the UNICEF Education Thematic 
Fund; this research is co-created 
and co-implemented with ministries 
of education and other in-country 
stakeholders in nine countries1

� important COVID-19 adaptations to 
the research plans of the Gender- 
Responsive and Age-Sensitive 
Social Protection and the 
Effective Educational Strategies 
to End Child Labour in South 
Asia – India and Bangladesh 
research programmes supported 
by the UK Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Office; and the 
Transfer Project, supported by the 
Swedish International Development 
Cooperation Agency

1 Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Madagascar, Mali, Nepal, Niger, Lao PDR, Togo and Zambia.

� preparation for implementing 
nationally representative surveys 
with children and parents in 
14 countries across Eastern and 
Southern Africa and South-East Asia 
under the Disrupting Harm project 
supported by the Fund to End 
Violence Against Children

� a new research study approved 
by the United States Department 
of Labor assessing child labour 
impacts of complementary 
services layered onto cash 
transfers (‘cash plus’) in sub-
Saharan Africa

� a collaboration with the Joint 
Research Centre of the European 
Commission on research to 
understand how children used 
digital technology during the 
COVID-19 pandemic as part of an 
11-country collaboration

� unprecedented collaboration with 
international organizations and 
within UNICEF, which led to the 
development of a joint report by 
UNESCO, UNICEF and the World 
Bank on lessons from government 
responses to school closures 
from pre-primary to secondary 
education

� a collaboration with Southern Voice 
and On Think Tanks on an internal 
database and tool to support 
identification of quality-assured 
research and evidence partners 
for UNICEF.
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Figure 7: Top new contributions to UNICEF Innocenti research 
programmes in 2020

Responsible Innovation 
with Technology and 
Ethics for Children 

(RITEC) project approval

2021–2023

 
Evidence to Action: 

Child Well-being 
in a Digital Age

2020–2021

GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP 
FOR EDUCATION 

(IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
THE INTERNATIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH 
CENTRE)

Data Must Speak (DMS) 
Positive Deviance Research

2020–2023

GOVERNMENT OF NORWAY 
(WITH SUPPORT FROM 

THE UNICEF PROGRAMME 
DIVISION AS PART OF 

A MULTI-COUNTRY 
PARTNERSHIP)

Strengthening Birth Registration 
Systems to Protect Every Child 

from Child Labour

2020–2024

THE SAUDI ARABIAN 
FEDERATION FOR ELECTRONIC 
AND INTELLECTUAL SPORTS 

(SAFEIS) 
(WITH SUPPORT FROM THE UNICEF 

PRIVATE FUNDRAISING AND 
PARTNERSHIPS DIVISION) 

Rapid research to inform advocacy, 
partnerships and programming on 
children and digital technologies

2020–2022

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 

Can National Social Protection 
Systems Reduce Child Labour? 

Evidence from Sub-Saharan 
Africa (new study)

2020–2022

LEGO GROUP 
(WITH SUPPORT FROM 
THE DANISH NATIONAL 

COMMITTEE FOR UNICEF 
AND THE UNICEF PRIVATE 

FUNDRAISING AND 
PARTNERSHIPS DIVISION)



Important collaborations with the 
National Committees for UNICEF 
included:

� continued partnership with the 
Akelius Foundation and the 
Swedish Committee for UNICEF 
on how to improve learning for 
refugees, migrants and linguistic 
minorities to facilitate their 
participation in formal education and 
to improve their ability to interact in 
society; this collaboration has led 
to the publishing of the Unlocking 
Learning report, taking stock of the 
co-creation, implementation and 
effectiveness of the digital language 
learning course in Greece

� securing of a new joint project with 
the LEGO Group, in collaboration 
with the Danish National 
Committee for UNICEF and the 
UNICEF Private Fundraising 
and Partnerships Division, to 
understand how digital experiences 
contribute to children’s well-being 
and identify design features that can 
be used to improve it

� the second phase of the research 
on Sport for Development (S4D) 
in partnership between UNICEF 
Innocenti, the Barça Foundation and 
the Spanish National Committee 
for UNICEF; this research brings 
together evidence from existing 
literature and 10 in-depth case 
studies of S4D organizations across 
the globe to build an evidence-based 
framework for S4D for children 

� implementation of the partnership 
on addressing the gaps in 
knowledge and research on 
the development, use and 
complementarities in core capacities 
with the Learning for Well-being 
Foundation and the Dutch National 
Committee for UNICEF.

UNICEF Innocenti transformed its 
conferences and workshops into 
online convenings in 2020, featuring 
experts and leaders from governments, 
academia, think tanks and the United 
Nations, including: 

� 10 Leading Minds Online events as 
part of a new series on Coronavirus 
and Children: What the Experts Say, 
with 50 experts

� a virtual global launch of Innocenti 
Report Card 16, Worlds of Influence: 
Understanding what shapes child 
well-being in rich countries

� a policy panel discussion on the 
societal impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic launching the UNICEF 
Innocenti report Beyond Masks: 
Societal impacts of COVID-19 and 
accelerated solutions for children 
and adolescents 

� launch of the Time to Teach research 
on teacher attendance and time on 
task in Eastern and Southern Africa 
through a regional workshop of 
national and international education 
partners.
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INNOCENTI DISCUSSION PAPERS

COVID-19 and Children, in the North and in the South, Cornia, 
G.A., Jolly, R. and Stewart, F. (2020) Innocenti Discussion Paper no. 
2020-02 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1087-covid-19-and-children-
in-the-north-and-the-south.html 

Ethical Considerations for Evidence Generation Involving 
Children on the COVID-19 Pandemic, Berman, G. (2020) Innocenti 
Discussion Paper no. 2020-01 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1086-ethical-considerations-
for-evidence-generation-involving-children-on-the-covid-19.html 

INNOCENTI RESEARCH BRIEFS

Bringing Education to the Most Marginalized Girls in 
Nepal: Evidence from the Girls’ Access to Education (GATE) 
programme – Let Us Learn: Nepal research brief, Chávez, C. et al. 
(2020) Innocenti Research Brief no. 2020-19 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1117-bringing-education-to-
the-most-marginalized-girls-in-nepal-evidence-from-the-girls.html 

Childcare in a Global Crisis: The Impact of COVID-19 on work 
and family life, Gromada, A., Richardson, D. and Rees, G. (2020) 
Innocenti Research Brief no. 2020-18 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1109-childcare-in-a-global-
crisis-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-work-and-family-life.html 

COVID-19: How are countries preparing to mitigate the learning 
loss as schools reopen? Trends and emerging good practices to 
support the most vulnerable children, Nugroho, D. et al. (2020) 
Innocenti Research Brief no. 2020-20 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1119-covid-19-how-are-
countries-preparing-to-mitigate-the-learning-loss-as-they-reopen.html 

COVID-19: How prepared are global education systems for 
future crises? Memon, A. S. et al. (2020) Innocenti Research Brief 
no. 2020-21 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1138-covid-19-how-prepared-
are-global-education-systems-for-future-crises.html 

Digital Connectivity During COVID-19: Access to vital 
information for every child, Kardefelt Winther, D. et al. (2020) 
Innocenti Research Brief no. 2020-12 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1099-digital-connectivity-
during-covid-19-access-to-vital-information-for-every-child.html 

Digital Contact Tracing and Surveillance During COVID-19: 
General and child-specific ethical issues, Carter, K. et al. (2020) 
Innocenti Research Brief no. 2020-11 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1098-digital-contact-tracing-
surveillance-covid-19-response-child-specific-issues-irb.html 

Does COVID-19 Affect the Health of Children and Young People 
More Than We Thought? The case for disaggregated data to 
inform action, Idele, P. et al. (2020) Innocenti Research Brief no. 
2020-17 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1108-does-covid-19-affect-
the-health-of-children-and-young-people-more-than-we-thought.html 

Exploring Critical Issues in the Ethical Involvement of Children 
with Disabilities in Evidence Generation and Use, Thompson, S., 
Cannon, M. and Wickenden, M. (2020) Innocenti Research Brief no. 
2020-15 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1111-brief-exploring-critical-
issues-in-the-ethical-involvement-of-children-with-disabilities.html 

How Do Cash Transfers Affect Child Work and Schooling? 
Surprising evidence from Malawi, the United Republic of 
Tanzania and Zambia, de Hoop, J. and Groppo, V. (2020) Innocenti 
Research Brief no. 2020-14 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1113-how-do-cash-transfers-
affect-child-work-and-schooling-surprising-evidence-from-malawi.html 

Impact of the United Republic of Tanzania’s Productive Social 
Safety Net on Child Labour and Education, de Hoop, J. et al. 
(2020) Innocenti Research Brief no. 2020-13 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1112-impact-of-the-united-
republic-of-tanzanias-p-productive-social-safety-net-on-child.html

Impacts of Pandemics and Epidemics on Child Protection: 
Lessons learned from a rapid review in the context of COVID-19, 
Bakrania, S. and Subrahmanian, R. (2020) Innocenti Research Brief 
no. 2020-16 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1103-brief-impacts-of-
pandemics-and-epidemics-on-child-protection-lessons-learned-
review.html 

Interventions to Reduce Violence against Children in Low- and 
Middle-income Countries: Evidence and Gap Map Research 
Brief 1, Overview of findings, Saran, A., Subrahmanian, R. and 
White, H. (2020) Innocenti Research Brief no. 2020-24 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1147-evidence-and-gap-map-
research-brief-1-overview-findings-interventions-to-reduce-violence-
against-children.html 

Appendix 1: 
Research outputs 
and publications
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https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1099-digital-connectivity-during-covid-19-access-to-vital-information-for-every-child.html
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Methodological Briefs on Evidence Synthesis. Brief 1: Overview, 
Bakrania, S. (2020) Innocenti Research Brief no. 2020-01 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1077-methodological-briefs-
on-evidence-synthesis-brief-1-overview.html 

Methodological Briefs on Evidence Synthesis. Brief 2: 
Introduction, Bakrania, S. (2020) Innocenti Research Brief no. 2020-
02 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1078-methodological-briefs-
on-evidence-synthesis-brief-2-introduction.html 

Methodological Briefs on Evidence Synthesis. Brief 3: 
Developing and designing an evidence synthesis product, 
Bakrania, S. (2020) Innocenti Research Brief no. 2020-03 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1079-methodological-
briefs-on-evidence-synthesis-brief-3-developing-and-designing-an-
evidence.html 

Methodological Briefs on Evidence Synthesis. Brief 4: Collating 
and analysing studies for synthesis, Bakrania, S. (2020) Innocenti 
Research Brief no. 2020-04 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1080-methodological-briefs-
on-evidence-synthesis-brief-4-collating-and-analysing-studies.html 

Methodological Briefs on Evidence Synthesis. Brief 5: 
Commissioning and managing an evidence synthesis project, 
Bakrania, S. (2020) Innocenti Research Brief no. 2020-05 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1081-methodological-briefs-
on-evidence-synthesis-brief-5-commissioning-and-managing-an.html 

Methodological Briefs on Evidence Synthesis. Brief 6: The 
future of evidence synthesis and knowledge brokering, Bakrania, 
S. (2020) Innocenti Research Brief no. 2020-06 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1082-methodological-briefs-
on-evidence-synthesis-brief-6-the-future-of-evidence-synthesis.html 

Methodological Briefs on Evidence Synthesis. Brief 7: 
Resources and tools for evidence synthesis, Bakrania, S. (2020) 
Innocenti Research Brief no. 2020-07 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1083-methodological-briefs-
on-evidence-synthesis-brief-7-resources-and-tools.html 

Methodological Briefs on Evidence Synthesis. Brief 8: Glossary, 
Bakrania, S. (2020) Innocenti Research Brief no. 2020-08 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1084-methodological-briefs-
on-evidence-synthesis-brief-8-glossary.html 

Parental Engagement in Children’s Learning, Brossard, M. et al. 
(2020), Innocenti Research Briefs no. 2020-09 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1091-parental-engagement-
in-childrens-learning.html 

Promising Practices for Equitable Remote Learning: Emerging 
lessons from COVID-19 education responses in 127 countries, 
Dreesen, T. et al. (2020) Innocenti Research Brief no. 2020-10 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1090-promising-practices-
for-equitable-remote-learning-emerging-lessons-from-covid.html 

What Is Encryption and Why Does It Matter for Children?, 
UNICEF Cross-divisional Working Group on Child Online Protection 
(2020) Innocenti Research Brief no. 2020-30 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1151-what-is-encryption-and-
why-does-it-matter-for-children.html 

Worlds of Influence: Understanding what shapes child well-
being in rich countries, Gromada, A., Rees, G. and Chzhen, Y. 
(2020) Innocenti Report Card no. 16 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1140-worlds-of-influence-
understanding-what-shapes-child-well-being-in-rich-countries.html  

 
 

INNOCENTI RESEARCH REPORTS AND RESOURCES

Annual Report 2019, UNICEF Office of Research – Innocenti (2020) 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1115-annual-report-2019.html 

Best of UNICEF Research and Evaluation 2020, UNICEF Office of 
Research – Innocenti (2020) 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1169-best-of-unicef-research-
and-evaluation-2020.html 

Beyond Masks: Societal impacts of COVID-19 and accelerated 
solutions for children and adolescents, UNICEF Office of 
Research – Innocenti (2020) 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1149-beyond-masks-societal-
impacts-of-covid-19-and-accelerated-solutions-for-children-and-
adolescents.html 

A Cash Plus Model for Safe Transitions to a Healthy and 
Productive Adulthood: Midline Report, UNICEF Office of 
Research – Innocenti 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1100-cash-plus-model-for-
safe-transitions-to-healthy-and-productive-adulthood-midline.html 

The Difference a Dollar a Day Can Make: Lessons from UNICEF 
Jordan’s Hajati cash transfer programme, Natali, L. and de Hoop, 
J. (2020)
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1136-the-difference-a-dollar-a-
day-can-make-lessons-from-unicef-jordans-hajati-cash-transfer.html 

Families, Family Policy and the Sustainable Development Goals, 
Richardson, D. et al. (2020) 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1092-families-family-policy-
and-the-sustainable-development-goals.html 

Leading Minds Conference 2019: Healthy Minds, Healthy Futures. 
Summary report, UNICEF Office of Research – Innocenti (2020) 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1085-leading-minds-
conference-2019-healthy-minds-healthy-futures-summary-report.html 

A Lifeline at Risk: COVID-19, remittances and children, Zambrana 
Cruz, G. and Rees, G. (2020)
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1157-a-lifeline-at-risk-covid-
19-remittances-and-children.html 

The Sale and Sexual Exploitation of Children: Digital 
technology, UNICEF Office of Research – Innocenti (2020) 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1121-the-sale-and-sexual-
exploitation-of-children-digital-technology.html 

The Sale and Sexual Exploitation of Children: Migration, UNICEF 
Office of Research – Innocenti (2020)
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1122-the-sale-and-sexual-
exploitation-of-children-migration.html

The Sale and Sexual Exploitation of Children: Sport and 
sporting events, UNICEF Office of Research – Innocenti (2020) 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1123-the-sale-and-sexual-
exploitation-of-children-sport-and-sporting-events.html 

Supporting Families and Children Beyond COVID-19: Social 
protection in Southern and Eastern Europe and Central Asia, 
Richardson, D. et al. (2020)
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1139-supporting-families-
and-children-beyond-covid-19-in-eca-countries.html 

Time to Teach: Teacher attendance and time on task in Eastern 
and Southern Africa, Karamperidou, D. et al. (2020) 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1148-time-to-teach-teacher-
attendance-and-time-on-task-in-eastern-and-southern-africa.html 

Time to Teach: Teacher attendance and time on task in primary 
schools – Kenya, Karamperidou, D. (2020) 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1153-time-to-teach-teacher-
attendance-and-time-on-task-in-kenya.html 
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Time to Teach: Teacher attendance and time on task in 
primary schools – Puntland, State of Somalia, Akseer, S. and 
Karamperidou, D. (2020) 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1155-time-to-teach-teacher-
attendance-and-time-on-task-puntland.html 

Time to Teach: Teacher attendance and time on task in primary 
schools – Rwanda, Guidorzi, B. and Karamperidou, D. (2020) 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1156-time-to-teach-teacher-
attendance-and-time-on-task-rwands.html 
 
 

Time to Teach: Teacher attendance and time on task in primary 
schools – Uganda, Akseer, S. and Karamperidou, D. (2020) 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1154-time-to-teach-teacher-
attendance-and-time-on-task-uganda.html  
 
 
 
 
 
 

INNOCENTI WORKING PAPERS

Cash Transfers, Public Works and Child Activities: Mixed 
methods evidence from the United Republic of Tanzania, 
de Hoop, J. et al. (2020) Innocenti Working Paper no. 2020-03 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1102-cash-transfers-public-
works-and-child-activities-mixed-methods-evidence-tanzania.html 

COVID-19: A reason to double down on investments in pre-
primary education, Muroga, A. et al. (2020) Innocenti Working 
Paper no. 2020-11 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/pdf/COVID-19_A_reason_to_
double_down_on_investments_in_pre-primary_education.pdf 

COVID-19: Effects of school closures on foundational skills and 
promising practices for monitoring and mitigating learning 
loss, Alban Conto, M. et al. (2020) Innocenti Working Paper no. 2020-
13 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1144-covid19-effects-of-
school-closures-on-foundational-skills-and-promising-practices.html 

Digital Contact Tracing and Surveillance During COVID-19: 
General and child-specific ethical issues, Berman, G. et al. (2020) 
Innocenti Working Paper no. 2020-01 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1096-digital-contact-tracing-
surveillance-covid-19-response-child-specific-issues-iwp.html 

Encryption, Privacy and Children’s Right to Protection from 
Harm, Kardefelt Winther, D. et al. (2020) Innocenti Working Paper no. 
2020-14 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1152-encryption-privacy-and-
childrens-right-to-protection-from-harm.html 

The Evolving Epidemiologic and Clinical Picture of SARS-CoV-2 
and COVID-19 Disease in Children and Young People, Idele, P. et 
al. (2020) Innocenti Working Paper no. 2020-07 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1107-the-evolving-
epidemiologic-and-clinical-picture-of-sars-cov-2-and-covid-19-
disease.html 

Exploring Critical Issues in the Ethical Involvement of Children 
with Disabilities in Evidence Generation and Use, Thompson, S., 
Cannon, M. and Wickenden, M. (2020) Innocenti Working Paper no. 
2020-04 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1110-exploring-critical-issues-
in-the-ethical-involvement-of-children-with-disabilities.html 

Gender-Responsive Age-Sensitive Social Protection: A 
conceptual framework, UNICEF Office of Research – Innocenti 
(2020) Innocenti Working Paper no. 2020-10 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1116-gender-responsive-age-
sensitive-social-protection-a-conceptual-framework.html 

How Effective are Cash Transfers in Mitigating Shocks for 
Vulnerable Children? Evidence on the impact of the Lesotho 
Child Grant Programme on multiple deprivations, Carraro, A. and 
Ferrone, L. (2020) Innocenti Working Paper no. 2020-12 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1150-how-effective-are-cash-
transfers-in-mitigating-shocks-for-vulnerable-children.html 

Impacts of Pandemics and Epidemics on Child Protection: 
Lessons learned from a rapid review in the context of COVID-19, 
Bakrania, S. et al. (2020) Innocenti Working Paper no. 2020-05 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1104-working-paper-impacts-
of-pandemics-and-epidemics-on-child-protection-lessons-learned.
html 

A Rapid Review of Economic Policy and Social Protection 
Responses to Health and Economic Crises and Their Effects on 
Children: Lessons for the COVID-19 pandemic response, Tirivayi, 
N. et al. (2020) Innocenti Working Paper no. 2020-02
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1095-rapid-review-economic-
policy-social-protection-responses-to-health-and-economic-crises.
html 

Study Protocol: Impacts of Pandemics and Epidemics on Child 
Protection. Lessons learned from a rapid review in the context 
of COVID-19, Bakrania, S. et al. (2020) Innocenti Working Paper no. 
2020-06 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1106-study-protocol-impacts-
of-pandemics-and-epidemics-on-child-protection-lessons-learned.
html
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INNOCENTI OP-EDS, COMMENTARIES AND BLOGS

5 Questions on Research on Violence against Children during 
the COVID-19 Pandemic: Unpacking guidance to inform ethical 
data collection and evidence generation, UNICEF Office of 
Research – Innocenti (2020)
https://www.unicef-irc.org/article/2059-5-questions-on-research-on-
violence-against-children-during-the-covid-19-pandemic.html

Achieving Gender Equality Through Social Protection: Gender-
responsive & age-sensitive social protection (GRASSP) research 
programme 2018–2023, UNICEF Office of Research – Innocenti 
(2020)
https://www.unicef-irc.org/files/upload/documents/GRASSP%20
2%20Page_UKAidLogo.pdf

Are Cash Transfers in Latin America Gender-Sensitive? Ginestra, 
C., UNICEF Evidence for Action Blog, 13 January 2020
https://blogs.unicef.org/evidence-for-action/cash-transfers-latin-
america-gender-sensitive/ 

Awkward Truths and the Changing Face of Social Protection, 
Graham-Goulder, R., UNICEF Evidence for Action Blog, 2 March 2020
https://blogs.unicef.org/evidence-for-action/awkward-truths-and-the-
changing-face-of-social-protection/

Bright Beginnings: Community-based early childhood 
education in rural Bangladesh, Chávez, C. and Rigole, A., UNICEF 
Evidence for Action Blog, 10 November 2020 
https://blogs.unicef.org/evidence-for-action/bright-beginnings-
community-based-early-childhood-education-in-rural-bangladesh/

Can Broadcast Media Foster Equitable Learning Amid the 
COVID-19 Pandemic? Bell, S. et al., UNICEF Evidence for Action 
Blog, 7 May 2020
https://blogs.unicef.org/evidence-for-action/can-broadcast-media-
foster-equitable-learning-amid-the-covid-19-pandemic/

Can Social Protection Be a Driver of Gender Equality? Ipince, A., 
UNICEF Evidence for Action Blog, 14 January 2020
https://blogs.unicef.org/evidence-for-action/can-social-protection-be-
a-driver-of-gender-equality/ 

Can We Count on Parents to Help Their Children Learn at Home? 
Kamei, A. et al., UNICEF Evidence for Action Blog, 8 May 2020
https://blogs.unicef.org/evidence-for-action/can-we-count-on-
parents-to-help-their-children-learn-at-home/

Caring in the Time of COVID-19: Gender, unpaid care work and 
social protection, Nesbitt-Ahmed, Z. and Subrahmanian R., UNICEF 
Evidence for Action Blog, 23 April 2020 
https://blogs.unicef.org/evidence-for-action/caring-for-care-workers-
unpaid-care-work-and-social-protection-during-covid-19/

Children on the Move in East Africa: Research insights to 
mitigate COVID-19, Gill, M. et al. UNICEF Evidence for Action Blog, 
31 March 2020
https://blogs.unicef.org/evidence-for-action/children-on-the-move-in-
east-africa-research-insights-to-mitigate-covid-19/

Educating the Hardest to Reach: Lessons From non-formal 
education in Nepal, Jenkins, R. and Idele, P., UNICEF Evidence for 
Action Blog, 3 March 2020 
https://blogs.unicef.org/evidence-for-action/educating-the-hardest-to-
reach-lessons-from-non-formal-education-in-nepal/

Ending Child Labour in South Asia Through Access to Quality 
Education, Subrahmanian, R. and Groppo, V., UNICEF Evidence for 
Action Blog, 11 June 2020
https://blogs.unicef.org/evidence-for-action/ending-child-labour-in-
south-asia-through-access-to-quality-education/

Ethical Collection of Data from Children During the COVID-19 
Pandemic, Berman, G., UNICEF Evidence for Action Blog, 24 April 
2020 
https://blogs.unicef.org/evidence-for-action/ethical-collection-of-data-
from-children-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/

Fast Access to Cash Provides Urgent Relief to Those Hardest Hit 
by COVID-19, de Hoop, J. et al., UNICEF Evidence for Action Blog, 
9 April 2020
https://blogs.unicef.org/evidence-for-action/fast-access-to-cash-
provides-urgent-relief-to-those-hardest-hit-by-covid-19/ 

Five Ways Governments Are Responding to Violence Against 
Women and Children During COVID-19, Guedes, A., Peterman, A. 
and Deligiorgis, D., UNICEF Evidence for Action Blog, 8 April 2020 
https://blogs.unicef.org/evidence-for-action/five-ways-governments-
are-responding-to-violence-against-women-and-children-during-
covid-19/

From Crisis Comes Opportunity: Spain’s basic income response 
to COVID-19, Waidler, J. and Gavrilovic, M., UNICEF Evidence for 
Action Blog, 1 July 2020 
https://blogs.unicef.org/evidence-for-action/from-crisis-comes-
opportunity-spains-basic-income-response-to-covid-19/

GRASSP: Gender, Social Protection and Life Course Research: 
Moving the field(s) forward, Camilletti, E. and Banati, P. (2020) 
GRASSP Intro
https://www.unicef-irc.org/article/1953-gender-responsive-age-
sensitive-social-protection-a-think-piece-series.html

GRASSP: Setting a Clear Ambition: A first step towards gender-
responsive social protection, Siraj, M. (2020) GRASSP Think Piece 
no.1
https://www.unicef-irc.org/article/1957-setting-a-clear-ambition-a-
first-step-towards-gender-responsive-social-protection.html

GRASSP: Adolescence: Policy opportunities and challenges, 
Molyneux, M. (2020) GRASSP Think Piece no.2
https://www.unicef-irc.org/article/1955-how-social-protection-can-
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https://blogs.unicef.org/evidence-for-action/parental-involvement-
childrens-learning/

How Prepared Are Global Education Systems for Future Crises? 
Saeed Memon, A. et al., UNICEF Evidence for Action Blog, 19 May 
2020 
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Remote Data Collection on Violence Against Women During 
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A. (2020) Innocenti Think Piece
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MICS6, Hereward, M., Jenkins, R. and Idele, P., UNICEF Evidence for 
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¿Son sensibles al género las transferencias monetarias en 
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Why Child Labour Cannot be Forgotten During COVID-19, 
de Hoop, J. and Edmonds, E., UNICEF Evidence for Action Blog, 
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Addressing Violence Against Children Online and Offline, 
Kardefelt-Winther, D. and Maternowska, C. (2020) Nature Human 
Behaviour, vol. 4, pp. 227–230
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-019-0791-3

Beyond Internal Validity: Towards a broader understanding of 
credibility in development policy research, World Development, 
vol. 127, March 2020
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2019.104802 

Can Conditional Cash Transfers Improve Maternal Health Care? 
Evidence from El Salvador’s Comunidades Solidarias Rurales 
program, de Brauw, A. and Peterman, A., Health Economics, vol. 29, 
no. 6, June 2020
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hec.4012 

Child Malnutrition, Consumption Growth, Maternal Care and 
Price Shocks: New evidence from Northern Ghana, de Groot, 
R. et al., on behalf of the Ghana LEAP 1000 Evaluation Team (2020) 
Development Studies Research, vol. 7, no. 1, pp. 18–30
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21665095.2020.1722
721

COVID-19: Reducing the risk of infection might increase the risk 
of intimate partner violence, van Gelder, N. et al., The Lancet E 
Clinical Medicine, vol. 21, April 2020
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/eclinm/article/PIIS2589-
5370(20)30092-4/fulltext 

Disclosure, Reporting and Help Seeking Among Child Survivors 
of Violence: A cross-country analysis, Pereira, A. et al., BMC 
Public Health, vol. 20, July 2020 
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-
020-09069-7#Sec2 

Enhanced Life Distress Inventory: Development and validation 
in two African countries, Palermo, T., Hall, B. and Cirillo, C., on 
behalf of the LEAP 1000 Evaluation Team, the PSSN Youth Study 
Evaluation Team, and the Tanzania Adolescent Cash Plus Evaluation 
Team (2020) British Journal of Health Psychology, vol. 25, pp. 
728–753, September 2020
https://bpspsychub.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/bjhp.12448
 
 

Impacts of a Cash Plus Intervention on Gender Attitudes among 
Tanzanian Adolescents, Chzhen, Y. et al., on behalf of the Tanzania 
Cash Plus Evaluation Team (2020) Journal of Adolescent Health, 
August 2020
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32843241/

Interventions for Reducing Violence Against Children in Low- 
and Middle-income Countries: An evidence and gap map, 
Pundir, P. et al. (2020), Campbell Systematic Reviews, vol. 16, no. 4, 
December 2020
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cl2.1120

Mega-Map of Systematic Reviews and Evidence and Gap Maps 
on the Interventions to Improve Child Well-being in Low- and 
Middle-income Countries, Saran, A. et al. (2020), Campbell 
Systematic Reviews, vol. 16, no. 4, December 2020
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cl2.1116

More Evidence on the Relationship Between Cash Transfers 
and Child Height, Chakrabarti, A. et al. Journal of Development 
Effectiveness, vol. 12, no. 1, pp. 14–37, March 2020
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/19439342.2020.1731
568 

Pandemics and Violence Against Women and Children, 
Peterman, A. et al. Center for Global Development Working Paper no. 
528, April 2020 
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/pandemics-and-violence-against-
women-and-children 

Uptake of HIV Testing Among Adolescents and Associated 
Adolescent-friendly Services, Kidman, R., Waidler, J. and Palermo, 
T., on behalf of the Tanzania Cash Plus Evaluation Team (2020) BMC 
Health Services Research, vol. 20, article 881
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/
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PUBLICATIONS WITH PARTNERS

RESEARCH REPORTS

From Schooling to Learning for All: Reorienting curriculum and 
targeting instruction, Background paper prepared for the Save Our 
Future white paper Averting an Education Catastrophe for the World’s 
Children, Pershad, D., Comba, R. and Bergmann, J. (2020) Save Our 
Future
https://learningportal.iiep.unesco.org/en/library/from-schooling-to-
learning-for-all-reorienting-curriculum-and-targeting-instruction

Guidance Note on Qualitative Research in Education: 
Considerations for best practice, DeJaeghere, J. et al. (2020), 
Department for International Development, prepared for Building 
Evidence in Education (BE2), London
https://www.edu-links.org/sites/default/files/media/file/Guidance%20
Note%20on%20Qualitative%20Research%20final2020.pdf

Out of Sight Out of Mind: Inclusion in learning assessments and 
measurement challenges, Background paper for the 2020 Global 
Education Monitoring Report, Kim, S., Richardson, D. and Mizunoya, 
S. (2020)
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000373772

Participant Experiences with Tanzania’s Productive Social 
Safety Net 2019 Payment Delays, Zuilkowski, S.S. and Palermo, 
T., on behalf of the Tanzania Adolescent Cash Plus Evaluation Team 
(2020) UNICEF Tanzania, Dar es Salaam
https://transfer.cpc.unc.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/PSSN-
Payments-report-16.03.2020.pdf

Situational Brief: Research Report on Heightened 
Vulnerabilities of Migrant Children & Young People Living Alone 
in the Context Of COVID-19: Lessons from three Eastern African 
countries, Subrahmanian, R. et al. June 2020
https://1bec58c3-8dcb-46b0-bb2a-fd4addf0b29a.filesusr.com/
ugd/188e74_7028c5425ce244e4915be11fcd0408c2.pdf

Unlock Education for All: Focus on children furthest behind, 
Background paper for the Save Our Future white paper Averting an 
Education Catastrophe for the World’s Children, Taulo, W. G. et al. 
(2020) Save Our Future
https://saveourfuture.world/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Unlock-
Education-for-All-Focus-on-the-Furthest-Behind_SOF_BP5-1.pdf

What Have We Learnt? Findings from a survey of ministries of 
education on national responses to COVID-19, UNESCO, UNICEF 
and World Bank, Paris, New York, Washington D.C. (2020) 
https://data.unicef.org/resources/national-education-responses-to-
covid19/

OP-EDS, COMMENTARIES AND BLOGS

COVID-19 Response Measures and Violence Against Children, 
Editorial, Bhatia, A., et al., Bulletin of the World Health Organization, 
vol. 98, no.9, September 2020
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/98/9/20-263467/en/

Violence in Times of Coronavirus—The Ugly Truth, Peterman, A. 
et al., Think Global Health, 24 July 2020
https://www.thinkglobalhealth.org/article/violence-times-coronavirus-
ugly-truth

Grasping a More Equal Future: Understanding age and gender 
in social protection, Nesbitt-Ahmed, Z., Development Pathways, 
24 June 2020 
https://www.developmentpathways.co.uk/blog/grasping-a-more-
equal-future-understanding-age-and-gender-in-social-protection/

RESEARCH BRIEFS 

Cash Transfers and Child Nutrition in Zambia, Chakrabarti, A., 
Handa, S., Natali, L. (2020) Transfer Project
https://transfer.cpc.unc.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Cash-
Transfers-and-Child-Nutrition-in-Zambia-Sept.2020.pdf

Gender-Sensitive Social Protection: A critical component of 
the COVID-19 response in low- and middle-income countries, 
Hidrobo, M. et al. (2020) IFPRI Issue Brief April 2020, International 
Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), Washington, DC
https://www.ifpri.org/publication/gender-sensitive-social-protection-
critical-component-covid-19-response-low-and-middle

Improving Educational Outcomes Among Children in Malawi’s 
Social Cash Transfer Programme: A summary of research 
findings and policy options, Transfer Project (2020)
https://transfer.cpc.unc.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/
Educational-outcomes-SCTP-Policy-brief-18Aug2020.pdf

Policy Options to Address Lifecycle Vulnerabilities of 
Beneficiaries in the Malawi Social Cash Transfer Programme – 
Summary brief, Transfer Project (2020)
https://transfer.cpc.unc.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Lifecycle-
vulnerability-SCTP-Policy-brief-18Aug2020.pdf

https://learningportal.iiep.unesco.org/en/library/from-schooling-to-learning-for-all-reorienting-curriculum-and-targeting-instruction
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Abdou Moumouni University, Niger

Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL), 
United States

ABH Partners, Ethiopia

Action Research for Co-Development (ARCO), 
Italy

Acute Incite, United States

African Center for Systematic Reviews and 
Knowledge Translation, Makerere University, 
Uganda

African Child Policy Forum, Ethiopia

African Economic Research Consortium (AERC), 
Kenya

Akelius Foundation

Alliance for Human Development, Lunenfeld-
Tanenbaum Research Institute, Canada

American Institutes for Research (AIR), United 
States

Amnesty International UK, United Kingdom

Apolitical, United Kingdom

Axétudes, Morocco

Behavioural Insights Team (BIT), Australia

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, United States

Blossom Communications, Italy

Bocconi University, Italy

Bureau d’Etudes, de Recherches et d’Ingénierie 
Sociale (BERIS-Consulting), Togo

Campbell Collaboration

Center for Global Development, United States

Centre for Global Health Inequalities Research 
(CHAIN), Norwegian University of Science and 
Technology (NTNU), Norway

Centre for Justice and Crime Prevention (CJCP), 
South Africa

Centre for Rapid Evidence Synthesis (ACRES), 
Makerere University, Uganda

Center for Research and Higher Studies in 
Social Anthropology (CIESAS), Mexico

Centre for Social Research (CSR), University of 
Malawi, Malawi

Centro Regional de Estudos para o 
Desenvolvimento da Sociedade da Informação 
(Cetic.br), Brazil

Children’s Institute, University of Cape Town, 
South Africa

Children’s Rights Alliance for England (CRAE), 
United Kingdom

Cinema La Compagnia, Italy

CoFinCo/DCDM, Comoros

DAB Development Research and Training (DAB 
DRT), Ethiopia

De Facto Consultancy, Montenegro

Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), Germany

Drexel University, United States

Economic and Social Research Foundation 
(ESRF), United Republic of Tanzania

ECO-Qualité, Mauritania

ECPAT International, Thailand

EDI Global, United Republic of Tanzania

Educational Research Network for West and 
Central Africa (ERNWACA), Gambia

Elsevier, Netherlands

Evidence for Policy and Practice Information 
and Co-ordinating Centre (EPPI-Centre), United 
Kingdom

FC Barcelona and the Barça Foundation, Spain

Federal Ministry of Education, Nigeria

Fetzer Institute, United States

Fondation Botnar, Switzerland

Fondazione Sistema Toscana, Lanterne 
Magiche, Italy

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO)

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development 
Office (FCDO), United Kingdom

Frontieri Consult, Ethiopia

Genuine Services, Mozambique

Girls Not Brides UK, United Kingdom

Global Evidence Synthesis Initiative (GESI), 
Lebanon
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Global Partnership for Education (GPE), United 
States

Global Partnership to End Violence Against 
Children 

Global Women’s Institute, George Washington 
University, United States 

Health Behaviour in School-aged Children 
(HBSC), United Kingdom

Health Media Lab (HML), United States

Indigo Côte d’Ivoire, Côte d’Ivoire

Infotrak Research and Consulting, Kenya

Institut Supérieur des Sciences de la Population 
(ISSP), Burkina Faso

Institute of Development Studies (IDS), United 
Kingdom

Inter-American Development Bank

International Center for Research on Women 
(ICRW), Asia Regional Office, India

International Criminal Police Organization 
(INTERPOL)

International Development Research Centre 
(IDRC), Canada

International Fund for Agricultural Development 
(IFAD)

International Initiative for Impact Evaluation 
(3ie), United States

International Labour Organization (ILO)

International Network for Advancing Science 
and Policy (INASP), United Kingdom

International Policy Centre for Inclusive Growth 
(IPC-IG), Brazil

International Security and Development Center 
(ISDC), Germany

International Telecommunication Union (ITU)

Istituto degli Innocenti, Italy

Johns Hopkins University, United States

Knowledgeable, United Kingdom

Laboratoire de Recherche sur les Conduites 
Humaines et Pratiques Cliniques, Institut de 
Recherche en Sciences Humaines (IRSH), 
Gabon

The Lancet Commission on Gender-Based 
Violence and Youth Maltreatment

The Lancet Commission on Global Mental 
Health and Sustainable Development

The Lancet Psychiatry

Learning for Well-being Foundation, 
Netherlands

Learning Pool, United Kingdom

London School of Economics and Political 
Science, United Kingdom

London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine, United Kingdom

Manchester Metropolitan University, United 
Kingdom

Mastercard Foundation, Canada

Matter of Focus, United Kingdom

McMaster Health Forum, Canada

Mindset, Jordan

Ministry of Basic and Secondary Education, 
Gambia

Ministry of Education, Afghanistan

Ministry of Education, Bangladesh

Ministry of Education, Ghana

Ministry of Education, Guinea

Ministry of Education, Liberia

Ministry of Education, Rwanda

Ministry of Education and Higher Education, 
Puntland, Somalia

Ministry of Education and Sports, Uganda

Ministry of Education and Vocational Training, 
Zanzibar, United Republic of Tanzania

Ministry of Education, Science and Technology, 
Kenya

Ministry of Education, Science and Technology, 
Nepal

Ministry of Education, Science and Technology, 
United Republic of Tanzania

Ministry of Education, Youth, Culture and 
Sports, Guinea-Bissau

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation, Italy

Ministry of Gender, Children, Disability and 
Social Welfare, Malawi

Ministry of General Education and Instruction, 
South Sudan

Ministry of Healthcare, Kazakhstan

Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, Ethiopia

Ministry of Women, Children and Youth, 
Ethiopia

Ministry of National Education, Gabon

Ministry of National Education, Mauritania

Ministry of National Education and Professional 
Training, Comoros

Ministry of National Education and Technical 
and Vocational Education, Madagascar

Ministry of National Education, Technical 
Education and Vocational Training, Côte d’Ivoire

Ministry of National Education, Vocational 
Training, Higher Education and Scientific 
Research, Morocco

Ministry of Primary Education, Literacy, 
Promotion of National Languages and Civic 
Education, Niger

Ministry of Women Development and Family 
Affairs (MOWDAFA), Puntland, Somalia

Mundi Consulting, Guinea-Bissau

Murdoch Children’s Research Institute, Australia

National Council for Child Welfare (NCCW), 
Sudan

New York University, United States
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Norwegian Institute of Public Health (NIPH), 
Norway

Nuffield Council on Bioethics, United Kingdom

Oak Foundation, Switzerland

On Think Tanks, Peru

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD)

Organization for Social Science Research in 
Eastern and Southern Africa (OSSREA), Ethiopia

Overseas Development Institute (ODI), United 
Kingdom

Oxfam México, Mexico

Oxford Children’s Rights Network, University of 
Oxford, United Kingdom

Oxford Internet Institute (OII), United Kingdom

Oxford Policy Management, United Kingdom

Palinsesto, Italy

Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP), Kenya

Peace and Development Research Center 
(PDRC), Puntland, Somalia

Peace Research Institute, University of 
Khartoum, Sudan

Pew Charitable Trusts, United States

Politics & Ideas (P&I), Ireland 

Research on Improving Systems of Education 
(RISE) Programme, United Kingdom

Research on Poverty Alleviation (REPOA), 
United Republic of Tanzania

Scriptoria, United Kingdom

Sexual Violence Research Initiative (SVRI), 
South Africa

Social Economic Studies, Surveys, Monitoring 
and Evaluation Consult (SESMEC Ltd), Rwanda

Société Africaine d’Études & d’Ingénierie 
Financière (SAEIF – Bureau d’Études), Guinea

Southern Cross University, Australia

Southern Voice, Ecuador

SPARC, United States

Stanford University, United States

State University of New York, Buffalo, United 
States

Subah-Belleh Associates (SBA), Liberia

Swedish International Development 
Cooperation Agency (Sida), Sweden

Talking Evidence, United Kingdom

Tanzania Commission for AIDS (TACAIDS), 
United Republic of Tanzania

Tanzania Social Action Fund (TASAF), United 
Republic of Tanzania

The Engine Room

The International Commission on Financing 
Global Education Opportunity (Education 
Commission), United States

Together for Girls, United States

Toscana Film Commission, Italy

Tufts University, United States

United Kingdom Research and Innovation 
Global Challenges Research Fund (UKRI GCRF) 
Accelerate Hub, United Kingdom

United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and 
the Empowerment of Women (UN Women)

United Nations Library

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)

United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Sale 
and Sexual Exploitation of Children

United Nations Special Representative of the 
Secretary-General on Violence Against Children

United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID), United States

United States Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), United States

United States Department of Labor, United 
States

University College London (UCL), United 
Kingdom

University of Al-Qadarif, Sudan

University of Bologna, Italy

University of Cambridge, United Kingdom

University of Edinburgh, United Kingdom

University of Florence (Unifi), Italy

University of Ghana, Ghana

University of Hargeisa, Somalia

University of Ibadan (UI), Nigeria

University of Juba, South Sudan

University of Macau, Macao, China

University of Nairobi, Kenya

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
United States

University of Oxford, United Kingdom

University of Southampton, United Kingdom

University of Zambia (UNZA), Zambia

Viable Knowledge Masters (VKM), Nigeria

Wageningen University & Research (WUR), 
Netherlands

Wellcome Trust, United Kingdom

Western Sydney University, Australia

William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, United 
States

William T. Grant Foundation, United States

Women and Social Protection (WSP), United 
Republic of Tanzania

World Bank

World Health Organization (WHO)
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Behavioural insight is an inductive 
approach that combines insights 
from psychology, cognitive science, 
and social science with empirically 
tested results to understand how 
people make decisions. It recognizes 
that humans are not always rational, 
and we do not always follow 
through with what we intend to do. 
Our decisions can be affected by 
seemingly irrelevant things, such as 
how information is presented or what 
others are doing.

Behavioural science research is 
the study of human behaviour, using 
empirical data to investigate how 
people think, behave, interpret the 
world, understand their emotions, 
make decisions, communicate, and 
relate to others.

Blended learning is an approach to 
education that combines digital 
platforms, content and interaction 
with traditional classroom methods. It 
requires the physical presence of both 
teacher and student. While students 
still attend ‘brick-and-mortar’ schools 
with a teacher present, face-to-face 
classroom practices are combined 
with technology-mediated (computer/ 
tablet) activities regarding content 
and delivery. Blended learning is also 
used in professional development and 
training settings.

Cash plus programmes provides 
cash payments in combination with 
complementary support, such as 
education or health services, as part of 
social protection efforts for the most 
impoverished households. 

The UNICEF Innocenti Children 
and COVID-19 Library is an open-
access database collecting research 
from around the world on COVID-19 
and its impacts on children and 
adolescents.

Evidence gap maps are visual tools 
for presenting an overview of the state 
of evidence relevant to a topic, theme 
or sector to signpost where evidence 
exists and/or where it is lacking. 
They usually summarize and present 
evidence from systematic reviews and 
primary studies (impact evaluations) 
and on occasion, from other evidence 
gap maps. An evidence gap map 
highlights the available evidence and 
the evidence gaps by presenting them 
in an interactive and user-friendly 
visual format.

Evidence synthesis is the process 
of bringing together information 
and knowledge from a range of 
sources to inform debates and 
decisions on policies, programming, 
and future evidence generation. 
Evidence synthesis products are 
produced according to rigorous 
quality standards, using explicit and 
transparent methodology to minimize 
bias. Evidence synthesis products 
include rapid evidence assessments 
and rapid reviews, systematic reviews 
and evidence gap maps. 
 

Gender-responsive and age-
sensitive social protection is a type 
of social protection in which changing 
gender norms, roles and access to 
resources are a key component of 
outcomes. Age-sensitive means 

Glossary
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understanding how different risks 
and vulnerabilities play out across an 
individual’s life based on her/his age.

A Gender transformative approach 
addresses the causes of gender-based 
inequalities and works to transform 
harmful gender roles, norms and 
power imbalances.

Global Kids Online is an international 
research network that aims to 
generate and sustain a rigorous, 
cross-national evidence base around 
children’s use of the internet. The GKO 
network was developed by UNICEF 
Innocenti, the London School of 
Economics and Political Science and 
the EU Kids Online network.

The Global Partnership to End 
Violence Against Children is a 
unique public-private collaboration 
that includes United Nations agencies, 
governments, industry, regional 
bodies, civil society, young people, 
advocates and champions, all focused 
on one thing: making the world safe 
for children.

Implementation research is the 
integration of research within 
existing programme implementation, 
systems and policymaking cycles 
to improve programme outcomes 
(e.g. acceptability, appropriateness, 
feasibility, fidelity, sustainability, 
coverage) and overcome 
implementation bottlenecks. It also 
includes meaningful engagement and 
leadership roles for decision-makers, 
including implementers, within 
research. 

The Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development 
is an intergovernmental economic 
organization with 36 member 
countries, which was founded in 1961 
to stimulate progress and economic 
growth. 

 

A Life course lens acknowledges 
that the age and stage in a person’s 
life has implications for the risks and 
vulnerabilities that girls and boys, and 
women and men face (which social 
protection can help to address).  
 

Sport for development refers to the 
use of sport, or any form of physical 
activity, to provide children and 
adults with opportunities to achieve 
their full potential through initiatives 
that promote personal and social 
development.

The Sustainable Development 
Goals, also known as the Global 
Goals, were adopted by all United 
Nations Member States in 2015 as a 
universal call to action to end poverty, 
protect the planet and ensure that all 
people enjoy peace and prosperity 
by 2030.

Time on task in education refers to 
the portion of instructional time that 
teachers spend directly involved in 
teaching activities. This is a synthesis 
of slightly different existing definitions 
that fits the way Time on Task was 
measured in the field for the Time to 
Teach study. 

The Transfer Project is a multi-country 
social protection research initiative, 
a collaborative effort by UNICEF 
Innocenti, the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations, 
the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, UNICEF regional and 
country offices, national governments 
and local research partners.
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Cover: ©️UN0382244/Singh

An 11-year-old girl and her grandmother in M-East ward-Chembur, Mumbai, India (2020). UNICEF 
Maharashtra has partnered with Citizens Association for Child Rights and Triratana Prerana Mandal 
for a one-of-a-kind project, ‘Flush the Virus: Mumbai Diary’, to sustain urban slum sanitation and 
preparedness of schools in the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Page 8: ©️ UNICEF/UN0157638/d’Aki

A 14-year-old balances in the ring at a circus school in Bet Lahiya, Gaza Strip, State of Palestine 
(2017). UNICEF supports adolescent programmes which seek to address and combat different forms 
of violence such as corporal punishment, bullying, gender-based violence, non-peaceful conflict 
resolution, and to provide young people with a sense of hope and stake in the future. 

Page 13: ©️ UNICEF/UNI364608/Tohlala/AFP

Non-exclusive AFP stock photo for UNICEF use. Totally restricted for use by media and partners.

Students wear face masks as they line up to attend classes in a school in the southern Thai province 
of Narathiwat, as schools reopened after being temporarily closed due to the threat of the COVID-19 
novel coronavirus (2020).

Pages 16–17: ©️ UNICEF/UN0414295/Franco

About 8,000 children and their families from Buzi are receiving shelter, access to clean water, food, 
health services and school supplies in the Guara Guara Accommodation Center, Sofala Province, 
Mozambique, with support from UNICEF and partners (2021). Buzi was among the most heavily 
affected areas following the 23 January 2021 landfall of Cyclone Eloise; an area still recovering from 
Cyclone Idai, which struck the same region in 2019.

Page 23: ©️ UNICEF/UNI162007/Holt

A beneficiary of a Cash Transfer scheme, to which UNICEF is offering technical support, at their 
home in Bagamoya, Tanzania (2014). 

Page 26: ©️ UNICEF/UN0384831/Paul

A 13-year-old student stands outside Surovi Learning Centre at Vasantek, Dhaka, Bangladesh, 
which provides educational and extra curriculum facilities for the underprivileged children in the 
nearby slums and low-income based communities. She like many other children are suffering the 
consequences of school closure due to the COVID-19 pandemic. “Though our teachers give us 
lessons and information on hygiene practices via mobile calls, it is still not enough for us”, she says.

Page 29: ©️ UNICEF/UNI377889/Bongyereirwe

An adolescent girl rescued from FGM sits at the verandah at Kalas Girls Primary School, Uganda. 
Here girls at risk of FGM or child marriage receive counselling and psychosocial support from the 
district probation office with UNICEF support under the UNFPA-UNICEF Joint Programme on the 
Elimination of Female Genital Mutilation: Accelerating Change.

Page 33: ©️ UNICEF/UN0378321/Panjwani

A UNICEF block coordinator pays a visit to a 17-year-old at her home in Kantivaas, Banaskantha, 
Gujarat, India, to explain various issues including child rights and precautions in using social media 
(2020). With schools shut due to the COVID-19 pandemic, students continue their studies on their 
mobile phones.

Pages 34–35: ©️ UNICEF/UNI364606/Sierra/AFP

Non-exclusive AFP stock photo for UNICEF use. Totally restricted for use by media and partners.

A boy from the Miskito ethnic group looks out from a bus window as his family returns to La 
Mosquitia after losing their jobs, in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, due to the COVID-19 pandemic (2020). 
More than 150 Miskito families had to return to La Mosquitia, taking buses from the capital 
to La Ceiba, in the Caribbean, and then taking fishing boats from there to La Mosquitia, in the 
department of Gracias a Dios.

Photo credits 
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Page 37: ©️UNICEF/UN0429134/Djemidzic

Students at the Center for Hearing and Speech Rehabilitation in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
learn mathematics with the help of their teacher and computer programmes (2020). UNICEF provides 
professional and financial support to all relevant education authorities in the country, to ensure access 
to and improve the quality of learning for all children.

Page 38: ©️ UNICEF/UN057764/Izhiman

A 12-year-old reads her English textbook with the aid of a magnifying glass block, in the Blind 
Charitable Society School in the city of Hebron, in the State of Palestine (2017). The school provides 
education for 67 children in Hebron Governorate who are blind or visually impaired. A UNICEF study 
released in December 2016 found that children with disabilities remain among the most marginalized 
and excluded children in the State of Palestine. 

Page 40: ©️ UNICEF/UNI358530/Brown

Since COVID-19 lockdowns in Thailand, grandmother Chanya has been unable to sell food at a local 
market. Instead, she prepared juice for her granddaughter to sell on the streets, starting at 6am 
each day. 

Page 41: UNICEF/UN0384262/Darwin Cañas

In El Paraiso community, Caracas, Venezuela (2020). UNICEF supports the community approach for 
comprehensive care for children and adolescents in vulnerable situations. In 2020, more than 400,000 
children, adolescents and their families received psychosocial support services in Venezuela thanks to 
support from UNICEF.

Page 42: ©️ UNICEF/UN0392820/Monteforte/AFP. 

Non-exclusive AFP stock photo for UNICEF use. Totally restricted for use by media and partners.

A boy hospitalized at the San Raffaele hospital, Rome, Italy (2020), communicates with a friend 
through a protective barrier. The hospital has installed a plastic tent that allows patients with COVID-19 
to interact with their relatives and friends safely, without running the risk of spreading the novel 
coronavirus.

Pages 44–45: ©️ UNICEF/UN0392349/Ayene

A 14-year-old is happy to be back to school and to continue learning (Ethiopia, 2020). Her school was 
closed for eight months due to COVID-19 pandemic. Her dream is to go to university and become a 
doctor. 

Page 46: ©️ UNICEF/UNI319558/Ruiying

A girl joins an online learning session at her home in Eluo Village, Yunnan Province, China, during 
the COVID-19 outbreak (2020). The photo was taken by the village’s Barefoot Social Worker, who 
supported families to address problems around online learning. 

Pages 48–49: ©️UNICEF/UN016330/Gilbertson VII Photo

Shoes arranged in a pattern outside a UNICEF funded pre-primary school in Satkhira Sadar, 
Bangladesh (2016). Bakchora preschool is for children 5 and up and is free of charge. The parents 
are rickshaw drivers, fishermen and day labourers.

Pages 54–55: ©️ UNICEF/UN0223972/Prinsloo

Children play with oranges in the Isibindi Safe Park, Soweto, South Africa (2018), one of 400 Safe 
Parks across the country. Safe Parks are centres for children from disadvantaged backgrounds who 
are potentially at risk of violence, abuse, neglect and poverty. Children attend before and after school 
or on weekends and take part in activities such as playing, reading, singing and dancing. They also 
have access to counselling and education support, as well as breakfast and lunch. 

Page 63: ©️ UNICEF/UNI297268/Schermbrucker

Routine immunizations and health check-ups at the Kanakapita RHC, Chongwe District, Zambia (2020).

Pages 64–65: ©️ UNICEF/UNI394624/Dejongh

A father is playing in the garden of the Saint Camille Hospital in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, where 
he comes regularly with his 5-year-old son, who is undergoing treatment (2020). The hospital is 
supported by UNICEF in the fight against the HIV pandemic.
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