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 Situation Report  
Anbar Humanitarian Crisis 
 
 

The information presented in the Situation Report is based on data received from UN agencies and JAU up to the time of publishing 
 

Highlights 
 Number of displaced stands at 71,184 families as per Government figures of 9th April 2014. 

 The second round of the nationwide polio national days of immunization (NDIs) is currently under way. 

 Various impediments to education of IDP children have been identified through the course of protection 
monitoring visits. 
 

Situation overview 
 

The conflict in Al-Anbar Province continues, while instability creeps into the north-central region of Iraq, with 
Diyala and Salah-Al-Din among the most affected provinces. The nature of the conflict evolves, with increasing 
cases of Armed Opposition Group (AOG) maintaining territorial control on ground. The situation in the North 
Central Region is critical with AOG attacks witnessed in major cities of Salah Al Din Province, while regular clashes 
and intense ISF operations focused in the Ramadi-Abu Ghraib corridor.  
 
Humanitarian actors’ focus is no longer Al-Anbar-centric, however is becoming broader in terms of necessary 
immediate response to the humanitarian situation.  
 
The Minister of Water Resources announced during a press conference that ISIS who is in control of the Fallujah 
Dam has released the dam’s gates to allow for water to flow downstream. Reports indicate this move could be 
attributed to the dam’s rising water levels possibly flooding their escape routes if the advancing ISF were to drive 
them from the area. The releasing of the gates was reported by the Chairperson of the Water Resources 
Committee in Babylon who confirmed the water crisis has ended and water has now reached the entire region. 
 

Humanitarian Response 
 

The number of IDP families stands at 71,184 as per Ministry of Displacement and Migration (MoDM) latest 
registration report, with 50,922 families in Anbar and 20,262 in other Governorates. Note there are no changes 
reflected in the figures from last week’s report. 
 
As per Government official reports, a total of 10,025 IDP families have received cash assistance provided by the 
GoI. The report confirmed only 6 Billion Iraqi Dinar have been distributed to date, out of the allocated 10 Billion 
Iraqi Dinars, to the IDPs from Anbar displaced outside the Governorate. The distribution process remains 
ongoing; however the report indicated a number of challenges faced by the MoDM; 1) the return of several 
families to their original locations, 2) several families not collecting the cash assistance, as either they are 
financially intact or are awaiting a suitable time to approach the MoDM branches and 3) the continuous 
movement of IDP families between governorates causing complications and difficulties to administering the 
process. The report also stated that the second payment of the cash assistance (300,000 IQD = 250 USD) is 
expected to commence soon intended to reach a total of 600,000 IQD = $500 USD for each IDP family displaced 
outside Anbar Governorate.  
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The Anbar Provincial Council has called on the Central Government for the compensation to target the returnees 
in particular those IDP/returnees originally from Ramadi (Al-Mala’ab, Hay Al-Bakir and Al-Houz) as these specific 
areas have witnessed sever military operations. 
 
A site plan for the new collective center has been completed by the UNHCR shelter expert in Al-Qa’im intended to 
accommodate 10 Families. 
 

NFI and Shelter Sector  

In response to the Anbar crisis, UNHCR has distributed 6,169 CRI kits and 215 tents (40 brand new light weight 

tents and 175 used family tents) and IOM has distributed 7,507 NFI kits to displaced families within and outside 

Anbar Governorate.  

WASH 

UNICEF WASH programme continues to provide and 
deliver services including water trucking, garbage 
collection and disposal campaigns to the most 
affected IDP families and hosting communities in 
Heet, Rutba, Al Obaidi and Al Qa’im in Anbar as 
follow:  
 

 Ongoing garbage collection and disposal (garbage 
campaign) through the use of 4 trucks and local 
laborers during the month of April benefitting 
3,200 individuals; 1,300 women, 816 men and 
1,084 children in Rutba and Al Qa’im districts. 

 

 Provision of 300,000 liters of potable water on a 
weekly basis through water tankers covering 
Rutba, Heet and Al Obaidi districts and 
benefitting 3,000 individuals; 1,050 women, 850 
men and 1,100 children (30-40 liters per capita) 

 Installation of 2 water storage tanks (total 
storage capacity of 10,000 liters) benefitting IDP 
families hosted in a school and hotel in Al Obaidi, 
benefitting 360 individuals, 170 women, 57 men 
and 133 children. 

 

 
 
Photo (1): Installation of UNICEF water storage tanks in Al Obaidi  

 

Food Security 

Since the onset of the crisis in January 2014, WFP has distributed 9,756 food parcels, benefiting 48,780 IDPs. 

WFP’s pipeline has been restored and WFP is currently moving 4,000 food parcels from a central warehouse in 

Erbil to storage facilities in Ramadi. WFP plans to distribute the 4,000 food parcels in Haditha, Al Rutba, and Heet 

during the month of April.    

 

WFP undertook a food monitoring survey in Anbar through a third party. Preliminary findings and the survey 

report will be share once finalized.  

Health 

During the reporting week, WHO has received four Interagency Emergency Health Kits (IEHK) and 3 Italian 

Emergency kits type A (trauma profile) and 3 Italian Emergency Kits type B (Supplementary to Trauma Profile). 

These items have been purchased in response to the acute health needs emerging from the most recent 

assessment conducted by WHO and its NGO implementing partner: Muslim Aid.  
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The emergency items will be distributed to be used by health facilities in Anbar governorate through the WHO 

implementing partners, inclusive of Muslim Aid, IMC and Iraq Red Crescent Society, in close coordination with the 

Ministry of Health (MOH) and the Anbar Governorate Department of Health (DOH).  Each IEHK is intended to 

meet the need of 30,000 individuals for one month, and each surgical emergency trauma kit allows for 

performing 100 major surgical operations.  

 

The second round of the nationwide polio national days of immunization (NDIs) is currently under way (from 6 to 

10 April 2014) in coordination with WHO and UNICEF. All 18 Governorates are accounted for in this round 

inclusive of Anbar Province. The total number of children under five years old targeted for the polio vaccination is 

5,715,936. Approximately 22,000 vaccinators are involved in the house to house vaccination campaign. WHO is 

working closely with Iraq Red Crescent Society to ensure that independent monitoring will be conducted on 13-14 

of April 2014. To this effect, a total of 122 field monitors are currently being trained on all aspects of the 

monitoring framework and will be deployed in all the governorates.   

 

Protection 

Various impediments to education of IDP children have been identified through the course of protection 

monitoring visits. In Anbar information obtained through rapid needs assessments indicated that while IDP 

children have been included in local schools some subsequently dropped-out as students were informed by 

several school authorities that periods spent in these schools would not be officially recognized. In Baghdad, 

parents expressed their unwillingness to send children to school owing to fear of discrimination and attacks 

against persons of Anbari origin and also for sectarian reasons. In Diyala it was found that cash-strapped IDP 

families are unable to purchase uniforms and scholastic materials to enable their children to attend schools. In 

almost all other situations it was apparent that while authorities were willing to allow IDP children to access local 

schools, a lack of physical space proved to be a barrier. In consequence, in these locations school authorities 

requested for provision of caravans to be used as additional space. 

  

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) reported that during the month of March 2014 its protection monitoring teams 

documented 363 cases and supported 72 families from Al Ghazaleya, Al Dorra, Hettin, Al Adameya, Al Amereya, 

Al Khadra and Atifeya in Baghdad with cash assistance (approximately USD $300) per family. The DRC protection 

monitoring teams will also activate a referral system to identify and direct cases in need of psycho-social, medical 

and legal needs to receive assistance. 

  

During the reporting period no Iraqis were witnessed waiting to cross into Jordan at the Trebil border. It was 

noted that this is not because they have been granted permission to enter Jordan through the border crossing 

point but rather because they have started to fly to Amman. Several interviewed Iraqis at the border mentioned 

that a family originally from Anbar was rejected permission to enter Jordan at Queen Alia International Airport, 

despite having a valid visa for Jordan. In a new development, the Jordanian authorities at the border are 

preventing Iraqis who previously entered Iran from crossing the border to Jordan. 
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Coordination & Funding 
 

To date, the financial contributions received for the Strategic Response Plan (SRP) total Nine million USD; Five 

million USD from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF), 1.8 million USD from Japan and 1.7 million USD 

from Canada, and 500,000 USD from Turkey. Note, not all contributions have been reflected on the Financial 

Tracking System (FTS) yet.  

 

Contacts: 

Jacqueline Badcock 
DSRSG/RC/HC 
UN Assistance Mission in Iraq 
Cell:  + 964 (0) 780 195 8838 (Baghdad) 
Email: Badcock@un.org 

Titon Mitra  
Head of ICODHA and Senior Strategic 
Planning Advisor  
UN Assistance Mission in Iraq  
Cell: +964 (0) 780 197 6474 (Baghdad) 
Email: mitra@un.org 
  

Monique Maani 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Integrated Coordination Office for 
Development & Humanitarian Affairs 
ICODHA, UN Assistance Mission in Iraq 
Cell: +964 (0) 7901931277 
Email: maani@un.org 
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