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December experienced below normal rainfall, the month was majorly characterized by effects of the 
dry spell. Windy conditions and change in the vegetation were prominent, most of the trees (Neem 
and Desert dates) turning yellow and shading off leaves.  Predictions from the department of 
meteorology indicated that there are high chances for below normal conditions over several parts of 
the district with probabilities of 15% above normal, 35% normal and 50% below normal; these 
conditions are expected to continue till the end of the month of January.   
 
The month experienced no agriculture activity because all households had harvested their produce; 
better harvests were realized this season as observed in November.  Market activities were at their 
peak during the month because most households were purchasing items for the festive season. 
Livestock sales were dominated by bulls and as a result of the increased demand from external 
buyers, prices rose from 650,000-750,000Ugx. On the other hand the prices of charcoal and firewood 
dropped because of less demand. Labor prices remained stably high at 4000Ugx because of labor 
scarcity on the market. 
This overall situation explains the increase in the terms of trade of Bull to sorghum whereas that of 
charcoal and labor to sorghum dropped. Hence, the month experienced a decrease in the purchasing 
power of both Agro and Agro-pastoral communities that engage in the sale of firewood and charcoal 
as source of livelihood during this period. It is predicted that this condition will continue as the dry 
spell progresses. 
 
Reports from communities that have livestock indicated that the animal’s body condition remained 
stable, 69% of livestock were in good condition, and 29% were in a fair state and 2% poor because of 
the availability of pastures and water that were accessed in normal time. The disease situation was 
low, dominated by mainly Tick borne infections as result of the large tick load. Brucellosis was 
prevalent during the month.  The above conditions explain the decrease in both the calf mortality 
rates and abortion rates. 
 
Water accessibility at household level decreased from 84L-45L because of a reduction in the number 
of water collection points. This amount is far from being enough to meet basic requirements. Besides, 
boreholes were the main water source serving 47% of the population, 22% of the community was 
relying on River wells and 31% on Rivers. The decline in diversity explains the increase in the time 
spent to fetch water. Boreholes are predicted to be the only water collection points as the dry spell 
progresses; hence communities are urged to ensure proper management.  
Household’s food stocks were generally adequate during the month because of the good harvest; 
communities consumed a variety of foods, Maize flour was the most consumed at 35% and Meat at 
18%, then followed by Beans and wild fruits and Game. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This drought bulletin report is representative of Amudat, Looro and Karita sub-counties. 

 

DROUGHT BULLETIN SUMMARY FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 2011 

VETERINARY SECTOR 

 Brucellosis is still prevalent in the district and 
communities are still encouraged to: 
  Consume properly cooked Milk and Meat. 
 Avoid consumption of aborted fetuses but 

rather proper disposal by burning/burring. 
 Separate animals that abort from the rest of the 

herd. 
 

WATER SECTOR 

As the dry spell progresses, boreholes are the only 
reliable water source hence the community is 
advised: 
 To construct water troughs at the various 

boreholes thereby avoid damages/breakages 
of boreholes by livestock. 

 To report any cases of Borehole breakages to 
the water use committee members in the 
village. 
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  Vegetation Condition 

Observation %HH 

Desert dates (Ekoreete) becoming yellow 54 

Neem Tree becoming yellow 44 

Desert dates (Ekoreete) shading leaves 23 

Neem Tree shading leaves 34 

Mosses and mushrooms are appearing 0 

 

  Rainfall (mm) 

Temperature 
o
C 

Temperature information was not 
ascertained during the month under 
review due to technical faults in the 
automatic weather link. 
 

Rainfall satellite estimations show that 
the amount of rain received by the 
district was very little (6mm) and 
below average. 
 

The vegetation continued to change 
over the month. Most of the trees 
(Neem and Desert dates) continued to 
turn yellow and shade off leaves. 
There were no appearances of Mosses 
and Mushrooms, an indication that the 
dry spell is imminent. 
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  Humidity 

  Weather forecast 

The Humidity was not ascertained in 
December due to technical faults in 
the automatic weather link. 
 

Many places in Amudat district are currently experiencing dry spells. There are high chances that 
the current situation is likely to persist until the end of this month. Overall there are high chances 
for below normal conditions over several parts of Amudat district with the following 
probabilities:-  
 

                                          

It should be noted that La Niña conditions which have been prevailing across the tropical Pacific 
Basin since October 2011 are now close to its peak, with a gradual decline expected over the first 
quarter of 2012.  

It is important to note that the Department of Meteorology is closely monitoring the development 
of the evolving La Niña conditions, and will continuously issue an update accordingly. 
 
Rainfall Forecast: Valid 1 – 31 January 2012 
 
Source: Department of Meteorology. 
 
Note: It is important to precise that January being usually a dry month, below normal rainfall shall have much 

less impact than such prediction for a wet month. 
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  Livestock Body Condition 

  Livestock Migration 

  Calves mortality / abortion (%) 

There were no cases of livestock migration reported during the month. It was also observed that 
animals are still grazed at their home grazing fields and no movements to the wet belts have so 
far taken place. 

The body condition of livestock 
remained stable during the month. 
69% of livestock were in good 
condition, 29% were in a fair state 
and 2% poor. This situation is 
attributed to the availability of 
pastures and water for the animals 
(though further than last month as 
showed in the time to access grazing 
area). The livestock disease situation 
was also generally low; therefore 
animals were in good state. 

The Mortality and Abortion rates 
dropped during the month from 0.8-
0.6% and 2-1.3% respectively. This 
decline is attributed to the 
availability of pastures and water for 
the animals as well as low disease 
incidence in the month. The cases of 
abortion are attributed to the 
incidence of Brucellosis that is 
rampant in the district.  
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  Livestock Disease Incidence 

Disease Type of animals 
affected 

Location No. of animals 
affected 

Anaplasmosis Cattle Karita and Looro Not ascertained 

CCPP Shoats Karita and Looro Not ascertained 

Brucellosis Cattle and Goats Town council Not ascertained 

East Coast fever Cattle  Karita Not ascertained 
 

  Type and number of animals in the market 

Type of animal Number Type of animal Number 

Bulls 23 Bull calves 10 

Cows 2 Heifer 4 

 

  Accessibility to grazing areas 

 

 

 

The month experienced a generally low disease incidence; it was characterized by mainly tick 
borne infection because of the large tick load during this period. Brucellosis also remained 
persistent during the month.  

The month registered a general increase in the number of livestock sales. This high number is 
attributed to the high demand for animals during the festive season. It was also observed that the 
market was dominated by mainly Bulls and Bull calves because some of the communities are 
destocking in preparation for the dry season. 

There was an increment in the 
time taken to access grazing 
areas compared to the 
previous month. Most of the 
herds took between 1 and 2 
hours and the rest more than 2 
hours to access grazing areas. 
This is attributed to the 
depletion of pastures and 
water since the onset of the 
dry spell. This situation is 
expected to continue as the 
dry spell progresses. 
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  Type of crops planted 

  Crop Condition 

  Crop Yield 

The overall harvest remained unchanged during this month as observed in November. The 
agriculture department also added that this season experienced better harvests this year 
compared to the previous years. 

All crops had been harvested by 
December hence no information 
was available on crop condition. 
 

All crops had been harvested by 
December hence no information was 
available on the type of crops planted. 
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Quantity of water fetched daily per household 

Average amount of water fetched daily per household (Litres) November 2011 December 2011 

84 45 

 

 
 

Type of water sources and time spent to fetch water (hrs) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Boreholes were the only recommended safe water collection points during the month. Surface water 
sources were not safe because of the poor sanitary conditions. 
 

Safe water points 

There was a decrease in the number 
of accessible of water collection 
points. However, borehole was the 
main water source serving 47% of 
the population, 22% of the 
community was relying on River 
wells and 31% on Rivers. It is 
predicted that the population using 
boreholes is likely to increase as the 
dry spell progresses. Therefore, 
water use committee members are 
advised boreholes are rightfully 
managed. 
 
The time taken to fetch water 
increased, households spent 1.8 
hours to fetch water from Rivers and 
Boreholes and 1.4 hours from River 
wells. It’s anticipated that this time is 
likely to increase as the number of 
water collection points reduces 
during the dry spell. 

There was a decrease in the quantity of water fetched daily during the month from 84ltrs-45ltrs. 
This is attributed to the decrease in the number of accessible of water collection points following 
the onset of the dry spell. 
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Type of Food Eaten 

Incidence of Malnutrition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Out migration of people 

Total number of households who migrated November 
2011 

December 
2011 

0 0 

 

 
 

The incidence of Malnutrition was not ascertained during the month under review. 
 

A variety of food stuffs were consumed 
during the month. Maize flour was the 
most consumed at 35% and Meat at 
18%.  
These were then followed by Beans and 
wild fruits and Game at 14% and 13% 
respectively. This is attributed to the 
good harvests this season. The generally 
high consumption of meat is because of 
the festive season, many households’ 
slaughtered animals. 
 

There were no cases of migration reported during the month. 
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Terms of Trade 

Price of Firewood and Charcoal (UGX) 

Price of Labor (UGX) 

The month registered a decrease in 
the prices of charcoal and firewood 
from 4000-3031Ugx and 2500-
1687.5Ugx. This decrease is 
attributed to reduction in the 
demand especially during the festive 
season. Households purchased little 
or no firewood and charcoal during 
this period. 

Labor prices remained stable at 
4,000Ugx during the month. This 
generally high price is attributed to 
the scarcity of labor on the market 
during the festive season.  
However, it is predicted that the 
prices will drop as the dry spell 
continues and as household food 
stocks get depleted. 

There was a decrease in the terms of 
trade for both the charcoal and 
labor to sorghum ratio from 2.4-2 
and 2.2 respectively. This decrease 
is attributed to the reduction in the 
prices of firewood and charcoal. 
On the other hand the bull to 
sorghum ratio increased from 3.3-5 
because of the rise in bull prices 
from 650,000-750,000Ugx. 
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Freedom of Movement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Coping Mechanisms 

The security situation was generally 
calm during the month. 100% of the 
interviewed households reported that 
they were secure to move during the 
day, 30% were as well free to move 
during the night.  
The remaining 70% felt insecure to 
move during the night due to the fear of 
raiders and thieves from neighboring 
communities.  
 

The month registered a variety of 
coping mechanisms adopted by 
communities. There was a high 
number of households that 
consumed weak animals because of 
the festive season. Households that 
experienced poor harvests 
especially around town council 
reported a reduction in portion size 
at meal times, milk consumption 
and rely on hunting for food. Some 
pastoral areas started moving 
animals to far grazing areas as well 
as loop trees.  
It is predicted that communities 
are likely to take on more adverse 
coping mechanisms as the dry spell 
progresses. 
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Seasonal calendar 

 
 

 
 

 
 


