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SITUATION 
In the evening of Monday  14 May 2018, the province of Gaza in the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
(OPTs), has witnessed marches and gatherings of Palestinians on the Gaza eastern border with Israel, 
marking the 70th anniversary of Palestine occupation which is known as the “Nakba” literally translated 
to “disaster", "catastrophe", marking a period when Palestinian Arabs were expelled from their homes 
during the 1948 Arab – Israel war.   
 
Their protest was met with Israeli live ammunition resulting in over 60 casualties and over 2800 people 
injured; this being the deadliest days of the Israeli – Palestinian conflict since the 2014 Gaza War.   
 
On 30 March 2018 Palestinian activists launched  a six- week campaign dubbed the “Great March of 
Return”, demanding that Palestinian refugees and their descendants be allowed to return to their 
homes and lands in what is now Israel; against the moving of the United States Embassy to Jerusalem; 
and protesting against the blockade on the Gaza Strip.   

NEEDS  
The conflict has put the Gaza Strip in a state of crisis. The conflict affected persons find themselves in a 
desperate situation, with many unmet vital humanitarian needs such as access to:  

x sufficient food  

☐ safe shelter and basic non-food items 

x basic health services and facilities 

☐ safe drinking water, as well as sanitation and hygiene 
infrastructure  

x livelihood activities 

x protection services 

x adequate nutrition 

 
The dire situation is further compounded for the conflict affected people with vulnerabilities; more 
specifically for medical and health care, food and protection. There is a pressing need to provide 
immediate assistance to minimize loss of life and to ensure that the needs of the most vulnerable are 
covered first. The heavy causalities means medical facilities are overwhelmed and inundated, 
especially if the situation deteriorates further – God forbid.  

STAKEHOLDERS  
The following national and international entities are present and doing their best to respond to the 
crisis: 

X National government Present 

x UN Agencies UNOCHA- providing humanitarian updates, Health cluster gives 
update on the health situation. 

      INGOs       

x Red Cross Red Crescent 
Movement 

Present 

☐ Military presence Absence  

x National NGOs Present 

x Civil society groups Present 

x Faith based groups Present 

☐ Philanthropy groups Absence 

X Host communities Presence 

x Affected communities Present 
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The emergency response is currently being coordinated by UN agencies such as the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. The Ministry of Health is providing latest updates on causalities 
and deaths. The ACT Alliance Palestine Forum is coordinating and working in cooperation with 
UNOCHA.  To ensure that the humanitarian response is well coordinated and complementary, the 
ACT forum will take part in meetings with relevant sector stakeholders, among them UN organizations 
and establish open lines of communication with crisis affected persons and communities to ensure a 
humanitarian response based on participation and feedback. 
 

ACT ALLIANCE 
x ACT Alliance has been working in Gaza and the West Bank since 2000, now helping/planning 

to help people affected by the conflict 

x ACT Alliance works in areas affected by the conflict, and is assessing the impact of the 
disaster to better understand the needs and vulnerabilities 

x ACT Alliance is currently monitoring the situation and is preparing a rapid needs assessment 
to have an in-depth context analysis and better understanding of existing vulnerabilities. 

x ACT Alliance is monitoring the situation and emergency teams are ready/preparing to respond 
according to the results of a contextual analysis and rapid needs assessment.  

x In collaboration with relevant stakeholders, the ACT forum has identified gaps in the health 
sector, protection, food and nutrition and livelihoods   and has resolved that if funded, it will 
have the capacity to properly bridge the identified gaps.   

x The ACT Palestine Forum is working on submitting an ACT appeal to make health, 
psychosocial, livelihood and protection interventions to ensure that affected persons 
basic needs are met with regards to the current deteriorating conditions. The concept note 
is expected to be released in the few coming days.  

x ACT Alliance is ready to respond, providing  urgent health- medicine and medical supplies 
and protection interventions as well as affected livelihoods to urban and rural affected 
persons in the coming months. 

x Furthermore, ACT Alliance will engage in advocacy on the national and international level to 
ensure that the voices of those affected by the conflict are amplified.   As ACT Alliance and 
other stakeholders provide people with basics of life saving nature like medical and health 
care, food and protection, the ACT Palestine Forum calls on all powers to do everything 
possible to stop the carnage on the Gaza border and that in the West Bank at the same time 
there is a need to assess the effects of this humanitarian emergency in order to tend to the 
wounds of Palestinians. 

 

 

 
Any funding indication or pledge should be communicated to the Head of Finance and Administration, 
Line Hempel (Line.Hempel@actalliance.org) 
 
For further information please contact: 
 
Forum Coordinator, George E. Stephan (georgeabuemil@gmail.com) 
 
ACT Regional Representative, Gorden Simango (gorden.simango@actalliance.org) 
 
ACT Web Site address: http://www.actalliance.org 
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