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1.

Brief description of the emergency and impact

In 2014 and early 2015, there was an outbreak of Ebola for the first time in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra
Leone in West Africa. Even though the disease broke out in other counties (Nigeria, Senegal and Mail),
the countries of Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone were the ones most severely hit. This deadly disease,
which has no known vaccine or cure, claimed the lives of over 10,000 people. In Liberia alone, over
4,000 people died as the result of the outbreak.
As the result of the Ebola outbreak, the Liberian Government made an appeal to international
governments and national and international organizations to help combat this life-threatening disease.
The response from international organizations was very positive and Liberia received a lot of support in
combating the virus. Ebola took away many innocent lives and left people psychologically traumatized
and stigmatized. The livelihood of the population was greatly affected as communities and families
were quarantined to help stop the spread of the virus, thereby disrupting the farming activities and
limiting income generation capacities.
Over 3,000 children are orphans as their parents and family members died in the Ebola crisis. The
situation was exacerbated by health workers who had no or very limited knowledge on how to handle
patients affected by the virus. A country that suffered 14 years of senseless war and still has war
affected children to care for, is now confronted with children that have no parents or family to care for
them. These children are in dire need of support if their future is to be productive and useful.
2.

Why is an ACT response needed?

With the support of members of ACT Alliance, the ACT Liberia Forum has effectively intervened, along
with other international agencies, in combating the outbreak of the Ebola Virus Disease in Liberia. An
ACT follow-on response is now urgently needed to provide assistance to those surviving victims of the
Ebola crisis. Single parents/orphans and other Ebola survivors need help in restarting livelihoods, water
and sanitation, along with psychosocial services and follow up activities outlined under ACT Appeal LBR
141. Indeed, this support to the Ebola affected people is needed to avoid re-occurrence of the outbreak
of the virus and help the victims of the Ebola Crisis recover from the effects of the first Ebola outbreak.
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3.

2

National and international response

The Liberian Government through the Ministry of Health, in collaboration with other national and
international organizations, has been working to eradicate the spread of the Ebola virus in Liberia. Some
governments including the Governments of China, USA and Germany have built Ebola Treatment Units,
provided personal protective equipment, etc to help the Liberian Government in its fight against the
virus. The World Health Organization (WHO) provided training for other organizations, especially
national organizations to help create awareness and sensitization within the various communities,
especially in Lofa, Bong, Montserrado, Gbarpolu and Grand Cape Mount counties where the Lutheran
Development Services has worked over the past year, creating awareness, sensitizing the population
about Ebola, distributing food and non-food items, etc.
The ACT Liberia Forum is planning to provide assistance to survivors of the Ebola outbreak in the sectors
of education, agriculture, water and sanitation, psychosocial services as well as following up on previous
activities implemented under ACT Appeal number LBR 141.
4.

ACT Alliance response

So far ACT Alliance Liberia Forum has provided assistance to the victims of the Ebola outbreak as
follows:
1. Ebola awareness creation and sensitization in communities in Bong, Montserradoa, Lofa,
Gbarpolu and Grand Cape Mount Counties.
2. Psychosocial services
3. Food and non-food items
4. Provision of incentives to health workers
5. Provision of support to isolation/holding units
5.

Planned activities

ACT Liberia Forum plans: 1) support to single parents/orphans; 2) livelihood improvement; 3) water and
sanitation; 4) psychosocial services and follow up on activities implementation under LBR 141. These
activities will be located in Bong, Lofa, Montserrado, Gbarpolu and Grand Cape Mount counties. In each
of the counties, four communities will be targeted totalling 20 communities in the 5 counties. The
Liberia Forum is currently working on an ACT appeal.
6.

Constraints

Some of the main constraints include logistics, resources and bad roads.
Any funding indication or pledge should be communicated to the Head of Finance and Administration,
Line Hempel (Line.Hempel@actalliance.org).
For further information please contact:
ACT Regional Programme Officer, Gabrielle Bartholomew (gdb@actalliance.org)
ACT Web Site address: http://www.actalliance.org

