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1. Brief description of the emergency and impact 

Around midnight of 4 August 2012, cloud bursts triggered flash floods and land-slides along the river Assi 
Ganga and caused loss of life and destruction of houses and infrastructure, in the Uttarkashi district 
headquarters and surrounding areas. 34 people are reported to have been killed and at least 100 are missing1. 
The national highway to Gangotri is closed due to landslides in various places. Incessant rainfall has worsened 
the situation. The meteorological office has sounded an alert for heavy rains and flash floods for the next 24 
hours.  

2. Why is an ACT response needed 

CASA has been operating in the state for many decades through its development programme and has 
responded to all major disasters in the area. CASA has established an efficient partnership with local 
organizations and created a forum called the “Mountain Forum”. Given the extensive damage and destruction 
in CASA’s operational areas and the request from the government and partner agencies, it has been decided to 
intervene through ACT support.   

3. National and international response 

Government officials have rushed to the area to carry out assessments. The state police and Indo Tibetan 
Boarder Police (ITBP) have been deployed for rescue and relief operations. The state government has released 
INR 200 million (approximately USD3.6 million) for immediate relief work and urged civil society organizations 
to contribute in helping the affected. Additionally INR 300,000 (approximately USD 5,400) will be given to the 
next of kin of the deceased2. The Government has also established relief camps in public buildings.  

The Inter-Agency group (IAG), a state level alliance of national and international organizations and the state 
government, has started assessing the situation and organizations have started preparing their response plans 
according to the resources available.  

4. ACT Alliance response and planned activities  

CASA and some of its local partner organisations have gone to the affected areas for further assessment. 
Members are involved in search and rescue in coordination with the community and the government officials. 
Disaster youth volunteers from CASA partners are assessing and constantly providing updates on the situation. 
Preliminary damage assessments have been carried out, but government figures vary sharply from the actual 
situation. 

                                                 
1 IAG report 

2 The Hindustan Times 
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Based on the initial assessment, CASA is contemplating requesting funds from the ACT Rapid Response Funds 
to provide cooked food, non-food-kits and WASH facilities in the relief camps. CASA volunteers will continue 
helping in search and rescue. Based on further findings, CASA will advocate for adequate compensation to the 
needy families.  

Any funding indication or pledge should be communicated to Jean-Daniel Birmele, Director of Finance 
(jbi@actalliance.org) 
 
For further information please contact: 
ACT Senior Programme Officer, Sudhanshu S. Singh (phone +41 22 791 6035 or mobile phone +41 79 285 2916) 
or 
ACT Deputy General Secretary, Rebecca Larson (phone +41 22 791 6069 or mobile phone +41 79 376 1711) 
 


