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Alert
Djibouti

Influx of Refugees from Yemen due to Conflict

Geneva, Monday 30 March 2015

1. Brief description of the emergency and impact
Yemen is facing its worst crisis in many years due to various parties competing over control of the
country. An unstable situation in Yemen will have a major impact on both the situation in the Middle
East and also in Africa, especially the Horn of Africa, an already tenuous area. The country is divided
between split affiliations which has created a severe situation where neighbouring states have
interfered. A coalition of about 10 nations headed by Saudi Arabia have stared conducting air strikes
over Yemen in support of the sitting president Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi, against the Houthi forces.
There have been confirmed air strikes against Houthi  forces in strongholds in north-western Yemen, as
well as over the capital of Sana’ a, and the port city of Aden. The fighting conducted by the Houthi
forces coupled with the air strikes of the Saudi-led coalition has created a dire situation for the people of
Yemen. The country has, for many years, been on the verge of conflict. Today the situation is more
severe than ever before, and has the risk to develop into a regional power struggle. There are reports of
civilians being affected by the fighting but also casualties, including children, from the air strikes.

2. Why is an ACT response needed?
In order to tend to the need of the people of Yemen a quick response is needed. As one of Yemen’s
neighbouring countries Djibouti is likely to face an influx of refugees fleeing across the straight of Aden
away from war and conflict. Djibouti is already hosting refugees from mainly Somalia. A response system
is in place, however an influx of refugees from Yemen will result in new challenges. Djibouti is a poor
country with little capacity to manage an influx on their own, and with few international partners
present.

Due to the instability in both Yemen and surrounding countries, the people seeking safe refuge are
facing difficulties in finding escape routes, and Djibouti is likely to be seen as one main way out.  Yemen
is also hosting a high number of refugees from other countries, primarily Somalia and Ethiopia, and has
an estimated 300,000 internally displaced people. The humanitarian systems inside Yemen are
stretched, and humanitarian access is likely to decline or become impossible as the conflict escalates.

3. National and international response
A number of national and international NGOs, as well as UNHCR, are normally present in Yemen
assisting refugees and internally displaced people. However due to instability in the country and the
region, many organisations have been forced to evacuate or severely limit their staff. Therefore,
response to the situation in Yemen, already difficult, will become even more limited. Many Yemenis are
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already fleeing the country, and preparatory response in neighbouring countries like Djibouti is
necessary.

4. ACT Alliance response
ACT Alliance member Luther World Federation (LWF) is the only ACT member present in Djibouti. LWF is
currently working in the two refugee camps in Djibouti: Ali Addeh and Hol Hol. LWF World Service is
implementing Pre-Primary and Primary Education in several schools and also working with Child Rights
and Child Protection within the camps.

5. Planned activities
LWF in Djibouti is ready to respond to the potential influx of refugees from Yemen after discussions and
coordination with other actors in Djibouti. Focus will be on assisting the refugees by providing Non-Food
Items, Education, Child Protection. Further discussions will take place between actors to best assess the
help needed.  The target population is as of the moment an estimate of 5,000 people which is likely to
grow if the conflict continues.

6. Constraints
Due to low interest from donors in the situation in Djibouti, the lack of funding is the largest constraint,
coupled now with the uncertainty of the development of the situation in Yemen. The regional context,
including a worsening of the situation in Somalia, will make the problems for Djibouti refugee response
more dramatic.

-----------------------------------
Forum/Member contact information
Leah Odongo
Program Coordinator LWF World Service Kenya - Djibouti Program
E-Mail: leah-odongo@lwfkenya.org
Mobile:  +254 718 000 014 /  +254 720411305
Skype:     leahsomeone
P .O. Box 40 870 - 00100 Nairobi, Kenya

Any funding indication or pledge should be communicated to the Head of Finance and Administration,
Line Hempel (Line.Hempel@actalliance.org).

For further information please contact:
ACT Regional Programme Officer, Lisa Hesse (lis@actalliance.org)

ACT Web Site address: http://www.actalliance.org
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