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This document provides an overview of developments in Afghanistan from 07 – 20 May 2013, with hy-

perlinks to source material highlighted in blue and underlined in the text. For more information on the 

topics below, or other issues pertaining to events in Afghanistan, contact the members of the Afghanistan 

Team by visiting www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg. 

 

 
 

Economic Development                             Nekia Lane►nekia.lane@cimicweb.org 

 

fghan Minister of Mines Waheedullah Shahrani travelled to Sydney to attend a mining 

development conference and discuss Australian assistance to Afghanistan’s mining 

industry, according to ABC News. Australian funding for projects in Afghanistan to-

talled AUD 182.8 million (USD 178.7 million) in 2012-2013, with a portion earmarked to pro-

vide resource management training for Afghan mining officials at Australian universities. 

Shahrani announced to the Australian press that Afghanistan’s first commercial oil production 

will begin in the Amu Darya region in July. The project, run by the state-owned China Nation-

al Petroleum Corporation, could place Afghanistan on a path to energy self-sustainability by 

tapping into its extensive natural reserves. The reserves are worth an estimated USD 3 trillion. 

Impediments to investment in the Afghan mining industry include massive security risks, cor-

ruption and mining law uncertainty. Meanwhile, progress has been made towards improving 

mining laws, as the lower chambers of parliament recently approved new legislation now under 

discussion in the Ministry of Justice, according to Tolo News. Parliament is expected to pass 

the new law, bringing the Afghan mining process in line with international standards, reports 

Business Today. Shahrani has said the new law “has really clear, strong provisions on transpar-

ency, on publication of contracts, involvement of the communities, and provides a lot of securi-

ty and protection to investors by having the exploration and exploitation license awarded in a 

single contract to the same company. We did not have such a provision in the old mining law”. 

Multi-billion dollar commitments from Chinese and Indian firms are already in place, and 

more transparent mining laws will facilitate the implementation of large-scale resource-

extraction projects.  

The Afghan currency continues to decline against the rising dollar with an exchange rate of 

USD 1 per AFG 55.2 compared to less than AFG 50 two years ago, reports Pajhwok Afghan 

News. Summoned by parliament on 18 May, Da Afghanistan Bank (DAB) Governor Noorullah 

Dilawari testified that the Afghan currency devaluation is due to illegal cash transfers and 

downward global economic trends. Dilawari believes that capital flight is occurring 
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through illegal money transfers prompted by speculations about the post-2014 situation in Afghanistan. He asserted that the value of 

the USD has risen significantly worldwide against all currencies including the Afghani. Dilawari asserts that rise in the USD by 17 per 

cent relative to the AFG can be attributed to the international economic crisis. Reuters reports that the USD soared against major cur-

rencies as of 17 May due to the EUR dropping to a six-week low, and upon increasing speculation that the Federal Reserve may soon 

begin to harness its bond-buying programme. Despite the Afghan currency’s decline, the cost of daily-use commodities remained 

stable in Kabul, according to Wadsam. According to the Food Traders’ Union, a 49 kg bag of flour costs AFG 1,150, a 50 kg bag of 

sugar sells for AFG 1,650 and a 24 kg bag of rice is valued at AFG 1,680. The prices of gold and fuel also are reported to have re-

mained stable during the week.  

On 11 May, the Afghan Ministry of Finance signed a USD 55 million grant agreement with the World Bank, according to a press 

release issued by the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA). The funding is earmarked for the Afghanistan 

Second Skills Development Project (ASDP II). ASDP II will support technical and vocational education and training (TVET) by im-

proving formal sector institutions and systems that inform skill development. The funds come from the World Bank’s International 

Development Association (IDA) thereby bringing total funds granted by the World Bank for TVET in Afghanistan to USD 75 million. 

The Ministry of Education will implement ASDP II over the next five years. The project hopes to achieve the following goals by June 

2018:  i) Over 18,000 students from project-supported institutions to obtain certification from internationally recognised institu-

tions/agencies; ii) Around 60 per cent of graduates from project- supported institutions are expected to be employed within six months 

of graduation;  iii) Graduates from project-supported institutions to see their earnings rise by at least 15 per cent;  iv) The training of 

750 technical teachers and 60 Master Faculty in the newly established Technical Teachers Training Institute; and iv) the recognition of 

forty schools through a Recognition Grant for implementing Good Practice in TVET and the provision of the Development Support 

Grant to at least fourteen schools. 

The Afghan government, in coordination with the UN International Labour Organisation (ILO) and the World Bank, hosted a two-day 

conference in Kabul on 07 and 08 May regarding the high importance of agriculture in spurring economic growth and job creation, 

according to an article published on the UNAMA website. Participants at the conference highlighted the importance of job opportuni-

ties in pursuit of a peaceful Afghanistan. ILO’s Regional Director to the Asia-Pacific region Yoshiteru Uramoto remarked that the 

fundamental issue of unemployment requires a coordinated national response. However, the available data on unemployment rates is 

unreliable and “as weak as it is controversial” according to a report on sustainable employment in Afghanistan by the ILO. “We re-

quire information, which is lacking,” Uramoto said. “Labour market information systems should be improved so that we can plan 

better,” he added. A speech delivered on behalf of President Karzai identified job creation as the path to economic self-sustainability 

and announced a new commission designated to create employment programmes.  

The German Commerce Bank will close all internal dollar accounts within Afghanistan over the next two months if Afghan banks fail 

to form links with credible banks, according to Tolo News. According to Governor of Afghanistan’s central bank, Noorullah Dilawari, 

only three of the seven Afghan banks are currently registered with a credible US bank. The decision comes after eleven years of facili-

tating banking transactions between Afghanistan and Europe and the US, with the German Commerce Bank standing as the largest 

trade mediator between Afghanistan and Pakistan. The reasons cited for the decision include concern over the absence of Afghan 

programmes to prevent money laundering, lack of professional capacity in Afghan banks and pressure from American who desire US 

cleared bank transactions. Analysts fear the closure is detrimental to the nation’s economy. Afghan officials are calling upon the Ger-

man bank to provide a more in-depth explanation for the change in policy.  

 

Governance & Rule of  Law            Katerina Oskarsson►katerina.oskarsson@cimicweb.org 

 

fghan President Hamid Karzai congratulated Pakistani Muslim League-N (PML-N) chief and confirmed prime minister, Mian 

Nawaz Sharif, on his party’s victory in the Pakistani general elections, reports The Express Tribune. In a phone conversation 

with Sharif, President Karzai expressed his hope that bilateral relations between the two countries would improve and the 

Pakistani government would assume a positive role in Afghan peace talks aimed at ending the Taliban-led insurgency in Afghanistan. 

Sharif, serving his third term as a Pakistani prime minister, reiterated his intention to improve relations with the United States, Af-

ghanistan and India, adds Associated Press (AP). In an interview with The Wall Street Journal, Sharif stated that the relationship with 

the United States was “quite good” when he was in power, quotes AP. However, many Afghan analysts do not anticipate major shifts 

in Pakistan’s foreign policy toward Afghanistan, assessing “the real power [will] still rest with the Pakistan army and its security 

agencies” as opposed to with the Pakistan’s civilian government, quotes The Express Tribune. Sartaj Aziz, a member of the party’s 

central executive committee and a former foreign minister during Sharif’s second term, dispelled the concerns. According to Aziz, 

“Afghanistan will feel the change that Pakistan now has a strong and popular government”, further adding, “bilateral relations will 

improve” as both countries desire to achieve peace and the formation of a stable Afghan government, reports BBC. Some Afghans 

express optimism about Sharif’s victory, noting that Sharif helped broker a power-sharing accord between Afghan groups in an effort 

to end the civil war in the country during his first term as a Pakistani prime minister, highlights The Express Tribune. 

Voter registration for next year’s presidential elections across all Afghan provinces is scheduled to commence on 26 May and is ex-

pected to run for two months, reports Tolo News. The Independent Election Commission (IEC) intends to distribute voting cards to 

four million Afghans. According to IEC spokesman Noor Mohammad Noor, concerns exist over whether Afghan security forces are 

able to protect 7,000 polling centres across the country while providing overall security during the election. In response, Ministry of 
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Interior spokesman Sediq Sediqi told Tolo News, “Election security is a top priority for police. [A]ny kind of concern about this issue 

is premature.” In addition, Ministry of Defence spokesman Zahir Azimi assured that the Afghan National Army will provide security 

during the election along with the police forces.   

The Women’s Network voiced concerns about the Afghan Parliament’s plan to modify the main articles of a law concerning elimina-

tion of violence against women, reports Khaama Press. According to the Network’s members, the amendments would compromise 

advancements in women’s rights achieved over the last decade. Afghan President Hamid Karzai enacted the violence against women 

act in 2009. In its current form, the act punishes under-age involuntary marriage, sale of girls, beating, raping, forced self-immolation 

and other forms of violence against women, writes Tolo News. According to Heather Barr of Human Rights Watch, while the current 

law often lacks in implementation, the existence of this law “is a sign of progress and any kind of changes in this law would  be a dis-

aster for the Afghan Women. The Parliament should work towards strengthening this law and not weaken it.”  

On 20 May, both Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and Chinese Prime Minister Li Keqiang reiterated their support to an Af-

ghan-led peace process and a commitment to work with the international community to help Afghanistan achieve stability and devel-

opment, reports India Outlook. The talks coincide with a two-day official visit to India by a high-level Afghan delegation led by Pres-

ident Hamid Karzai, adds Khaama Press. According to a statement released by the Afghan presidential palace, discussions in India 

will focus “on ways to enhance bilateral relations in various areas, strengthening of Afghan civil military institutions, regional affairs 

and other issues of mutual interest.” 

A number of other articles related to governance and rule of law appeared over the past two weeks, including those below: 

 Journalists in Nangarhar province will no longer report on provincial news events due to the governor’s office reluctance to share 

information with local media, reports Wakht News Agency. The journalists intend to boycott local coverage until the governor’s of-

fice provides them with a written guarantee ensuring media cooperation.  

 At the occasion of Europe Day celebrating the anniversary of the Schuman Declaration, which led to the creation of what is now 

the European Union, the EU special representative, Ambassador Vygaudas Ušackas reaffirmed the EU’s long-term commitment to 

Afghanistan. The commitment will be stipulated in the soon to be concluded Cooperation Agreement on Partnership and Devel-

opment between the EU and Afghanistan, reports Pajhwok Afghan News. According to the ambassador, the agreement will provide 

the basis for cooperation between the two sides over the next decade in the areas of development, trade, governance, justice and 

human rights, with a particular focus on women’s rights. Ušackas drew encouragement for Afghanistan’s future from the European 

experience, recalling that today’s peaceful Europe has also evolved from a long-term reconciliation process.  

 The Afghan Taliban announced they have released all Turkish hostages detained after a civilian helicopter was forced to make an 

emergency landing in eastern Logar province in April, reports The Tribune Express. Following the release, the Taliban said they 

anticipate “relations with the Muslim nation of Turkey and its government will become close”. The Taliban continue to hold two 

pilots from Russia and Kyrgyzstan who were travelling in the helicopter along with the Turkish citizens. 

 Afghan Finance Minister Hazrat Omer Zakhilwal unveiled the names of Afghan lawmakers involved in corruption and other illicit 

activities including alcohol, fuel and flour smuggling from neighbouring countries, reports Khaama Press. In response, Afghan 

lawmakers retaliated by accusing Zakhilwal of involvement in similar illicit activities. Zakhilwal pledged to resign from his posi-

tion if the accusations were confirmed.   

 

 

Security & Force Protection                                Francois Van Loven►francois.vanloven@cimicweb.org 

 
fghans gathered on 08 May in Kandahar province to protest the eleven Afghans killed in the 06 May armed clashes between 

Afghan and Pakistani forces along the disputed border, reports Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty (RFE/RL). The spokesman 

of Kandahar provincial government blamed the Taliban for staging violence during the initially peaceful protests. The Afghan 

Foreign Ministry warned Pakistan that Islamabad would “bear responsibility for any consequences” in case of “any further unpro-

voked attacks by Pakistani forces”, reports Reuters. The recent tensions at the border resulted in the request for additional weaponry 

and equipment by the Goshta District Afghan Border Police commander to balance the alleged Pakistani military presence in the area. 

Meanwhile, Afghan President Hamid Karzai congratulated the newly elected Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif offering hope for 

the new Islamabad government to promote a “brotherly and peaceful atmosphere” between Afghanistan and Pakistan., writes The 

Washington Post. However, it remains unclear whether Pakistani Prime Minister will wait until post-2014 to shape a clear policy to-

wards Kabul. In other diplomatic news, President Karzai intends to visit India to request military assistance from New Delhi, says 

RFE/RL. India announced its willingness to “discuss and respond” with the Afghan government regarding the supply of lethal weap-

ons to Afghan security forces, says Khaama Press.  

During his trip to Kabul, US Deputy Secretary of State William Burns stated that the US expects Afghan forces to lead all combat 

operations in Afghanistan by the end of the year, reports RFE/RL. Burns added that all security responsibilities will be transferred to 

Afghan forces during the same time period. Currently, ANSF and the Afghan Local Police (ALP) are assisted and trained by US and 

ISAF Special Operations Forces (SOF), highlights The New York Times. As other troops withdraw, the SOF will comprise almost one-

third of the American military presence in Afghanistan by February 2014. Focused on military advising and routing insurgents, the 
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SOF contingency will not see reductions until after December 2014, with 10,000 US SOF personnel and close to 4,000 ISAF SOF. In 

other news, the Russian state arms export agency (Rosoboronexport) announced the delivery of twelve Mi-17V5 military transport 

helicopters to ANSF by the end of 2013 based on a deal with the US Department of Defense (DoD), reports Khaama Press. Twenty-

one Mi-17V5s have been delivered thus far. At the same time, the Afghan National Security Council ordered the purchase of five 

Russian Antonov cargo planes for the Ministry of Defense, says Tolo News. 

US Secretary of State John Kerry said that US President Obama would soon announce the number of combat troops committed to 

Afghanistan in 2014, writes Reuters. Meanwhile, Afghan President Hamid Karzai confirmed that US authorities plan to maintain nine 

major military bases in Afghanistan post-2014, reports RFE/RL. However, Karzai’s statement was denied by the White House. While 

US-Afghanistan bilateral security agreement negotiations continue, Afghan President Karzai stated that Afghan authorities would not 

sign the treaty if violence and instability continued, says Tolo News. 

The Afghan Taliban said on 14 May it had freed the remaining four of the eight Turkish civilians captured on 21 April in Logar Prov-

ince, adding it hoped the gesture would improve ties with Ankara, says Reuters. An Afghan translator and two pilots – one from Rus-

sia and one from Kyrgyzstan – were also seized along with the Turks, reminds RFE/RL. Wahid Muzhda, a former official of the Tali-

ban Ministry of Foreign Affairs, told The New York Times that international observers describe this recent move as part of an increas-

ing public relations strategy undertaken by the Taliban in order to soften their image and to win public support. 

In the other news covering security-related topics and incidents in Afghanistan: 

 The Islamist militant group Hezb-i-Islami claimed responsibility for a suicide bombing in Kabul on 16 May, which killed at least 

fifteen people – two American troops, four civilian NATO contractors and nine Afghan civilians, including children walking to 

school, reports The Washington Post. The incident is the first major insurgent attack in the capital since last March. The group, led 

by a former anti-Soviet guerrilla leader and ex-Western ally Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, competes with the Taliban, explains the The 

Washington Post. A Hezb-i-Islami spokesman justified the attack, saying the US administration is “not sincere about talks or solv-

ing Afghanistan’s problems.” 

 For the last weeks, violence has flared in Afghanistan, leaving dozens of police officers and civilians dead, stresses The New York 

Times. For instance, Taliban insurgents claimed responsibility for a suicide attack on 20 May in northern Afghanistan that authori-

ties say killed at least fourteen people, including a senior provincial politician, while the Afghan Police chief of Khak-e Safid dis-

trict in Farah province was shot dead on 17 May, covers RFE/RL. In addition, three US servicemen were killed by a roadside bomb 

in Kandahar province on 14 May reports The New York Times. The same day, Afghan officials said a motorcycle bomb exploded 

in a crowded market in the southern province of Helmand, killing at least three people and injuring seven while a roadside bomb 

killed 10 civilians in Kandahar on 13 May, reports RFE/RL. 

 ISAF Commander General Dunford officially confirmed that the Taliban, not international forces, were responsible for the death of 

seventeen Afghan civilians killed during a joint Afghan-International operation on 5-6 May in Kunar, reports The New York Times. 

The incident further strains US and Afghanistan relations following the results from an independent Afghan investigation that at-

tributed the deaths to the coalition.  

 Afghan officials stated that Iranian guards had fired on a large group of approximately 300 Afghan migrants illegally crossing the 

border overnight in Farah province on 11 May, killing at least nine people, reports Reuters. The Iranian Interior Ministry in Tehran 

declined to comment, adds Reuters, while Iran’s border guard chief, General Hamid Sharafi, denied any Afghan migrants were 

fired upon, says RFE/RL. 

 

 

Social & Strategic Infrastructure                                  Rainer Gonzalez►rainer.gonzalez@cimicweb.org 

 
n 12 May, the ceremony marking the formal shut down of the Provincial Reconstruction Team (PRT) in Paktiya province was 

held in Gardez, according to NPR. Alongside the withdrawal of the international troops, PRT presence will terminate at the 

end of 2014. PRTs, small units consisting of dozens of military and civilian personnel, have delivered economic and infra-

structure development projects as a part of the backbone of the quick-impact “win hearts and minds” strategy in Afghanistan. The 

United States launched its first reconstruction team in Paktiya in November 2002, which represented an unprecedented approach to 

nation building by helping to strengthen the capacity of Afghan local institutions. In addition, the military component of the PRT 

ensured that nation building could reach areas too insecure for traditional development agencies. Over the years, the coalition has 

spent billions of dollars through the 26 PRTs across Afghanistan, of which only twelve remain in operation. Lieutenant Colonel John 

Chong, commander of the Paktiya PRT says “[PRTs were] always designed to just buy time and space for our Afghan leaders to es-

tablish a strong and responsive government.” Paktiya provincial governor Juma Khan Hamdard praises the work done by the PRT, 

adding that now people will have to get used to asking the provincial government for assistance instead of going to the PRT. However, 

Hamdard wonders if the central government will be able to provide the financial assistance to implement projects and services as the 

PRT once did. Jamila Yousefzai, from the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission, believes “the government will not be 

able to deliver 100 per cent of the services the PRT was doing.” Conversely, Stephen McFarland, US diplomat and Coordinator of 

Rule of Law and Enforcement in Afghanistan, believes the provincial government is ready to stand on its own. However, McFarland 

recognises it was not easy to balance providing the services the local government could not, without creating a culture of dependency 
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The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees has 

expressed concerns over the conditions of at least 80,000 

refugees in Greece and Sweden, reports the Daily Outlook 

Afghanistan. According to a spokesman of the Ministry of 

Refugees and Repatriation, “there were concerns over refu-

gees’ situation in Greece and now Afghan refugees are also 

stranded in Sweden and human rights organisations have 

expressed concern.” UNHCR alleges that many asylum 

seekers face difficulties due to their unawareness of immi-

gration laws and rights. 

During the month of April heavy rainfall has caused a se-

ries of flash floods across northern Afghanistan, affecting 

in particular Balkh province, reviews Trust. At least 1,200 

homes have been completely destroyed and 1,400 more 

damaged. In addition, 18,500 people were affected and 17 

killed. The flash floods have caused the temporal displace-

ment of many more and have increased water and sanita-

tion-related diseases such as diarrhoea.  

Humanitarian Update 

on the PRTs. PRTs have received heavy criticism for the high staff turnovers as well as for a creation of a parallel structure relying on 

the lack of coordination with the central government. This has resulted in poorly planned and constructed projects that have been sub-

sequently abandoned or in some instances, contracting and subcontracting processes simply waste money, according to NPR.   

In Kabul, over fifty informal settlements housing more than 30,000 

people have appeared during the past decade, reports the European 

Commission Humanitarian Office (ECHO). Families living in these 

illegal enclaves face constant threats of eviction and are deprived of 

basic public services and infrastructure, including appropriate shelter 

to bear the harsh winter temperatures. Khaest Khan, a dweller in one 

of the informal settlements who belongs to the Kochi ethnic group, 

says his family arrived to Kabul after years as refugees in neighbour-

ing Pakistan. Khan explains that life is particularly harsh “since there 

is no flooring and the soil is always humid, if you sleep directly on 

the floor you are sure to freeze to death.” In fact during the winter 

2011-2012, over 100 children died as a result of the cold in the in-

formal settlements around Kabul. This year, the death toll has been 

severely reduced thanks to the cold weather packages distributed by 

the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees through ECHO 

funding. According to the ECHO, the content of the winter kits and 

the enhanced coordination between all the agencies helped to be 

more effective in providing assistance to outlast the winter. Nonethe-

less, the long-term solution for the dwellers of the informal settle-

ments has yet to be resolved, as they remain on government and 

private land plots claimed by their owners. 

A series of joint operations between the Italian military and the Afghan National Army have secured the Salma Dam and the roads 

leading to it in Herat province, reports Wadsam. The Salma Dam, located in Herat, is one of the main master projects implemented by 

India in Afghanistan and has been tabled on several occasions due to the lack of security. Implemented by M/S WAPCOS Ltd. Com-

pany, the multimillion dollar project will meet provincial energy and irrigation needs by producing 42 MW and irrigating 75,000 hec-

tares of land.  

A number of other social and strategic infrastructure issues emerged over the past two weeks, including those summarised below: 

 Construction works for two major gas projects worth USD 57 million have been launched in Sheberghan in Jowzjan province, re-

views Wadsam. The projects consist of the extension of a 94 km-long gas pipeline and the construction of a sulphur abstraction sta-

tion and eight gas wells. According to Afghan Minister of Mines Waheedullah Shahrani, this project will be the first in exploiting 

the country’s gas reserves. The new installation will have a capacity to produce 260,000 cubic metres per day.  

 Archaeologists are rushing to uncover the ruins of the ancient village of Mes Aynak before the Chinese state-owned company 

starts exploiting the Aynak Copper Mine, writes Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. Aynak Copper Mine is valued at USD 3 billion 

and is currently Afghanistan’s largest commercial contract. The ruins are located in the mountains set to be destroyed for copper 

extraction. Archaeologists say that the site is crucial to understanding the role of Mas Aynak in the commercial roads of the region 

between the first to seventh centuries AD. 

 Kabul Municipality has announced that they will simplify and reduce the timings to obtain a construction license for Kabul City, 

highlights Wadsam. Formerly, the process could require at least two years and more than 600 signatures, and bribes to accelerate 

paperwork were common. The new process, which should take about twenty days, aims to increase the attractiveness of investing 

in Kabul City.  

http://outlookafghanistan.net/national_detail.php?post_id=7281
http://outlookafghanistan.net/national_detail.php?post_id=7281
http://www.trust.org/item/20130515132222-ghyf9/?source%20=%20hppartner
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Balkh.aspx
http://blogs.ec.europa.eu/echo-action/keeping-warm-in-the-kabul-informal-settlements/
http://www.wadsam.com/security-of-afghanistans-major-dam-ensured-2323/
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Herat.aspx
http://www.wadsam.com/two-major-gas-projects-to-be-established-in-sheberghan-3434/
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Jowzjan.aspx
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2013/05/201352071040948543.html
http://www.wadsam.com/kabul-municipality-reduces-the-duration-of-obtaining-construction-license-878/
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