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Situation Overview: UPDATED 
Global Update: According to John Hopkins University, the number of people worldwide who have died with COVID-19 
has passed more than 1.4 million, with many regions still reporting surging numbers of new infections as part of a second 
and sometimes potentially third wave of the pandemic. The pandemic has spread to 191 countries with more than 60 
million confirmed cases, as of 26 November. 
 
MOPH Figures: MoPH data shows that 45,490 people across all 
34 provinces in Afghanistan are now confirmed to have had 
COVID-19. Some 36,145 people have recovered, and 1,725 
people have died - 79 of whom are healthcare workers. Only 
143,465 people out of a population of 36.7 million have been 
tested. Afghanistan now has a test-positivity-rate – positive tests as 
a percentage of total tests – of more than 31 per cent, suggesting 
overall under-testing of potential cases. The majority of recorded 
deaths were men between the ages of 50 and 79. Men account for 
close to 69 per cent of the total COVID-19 confirmed cases in the 
MoPH data, although this may be the result of over-representation of 
men in testing. Due to limited public health resources and testing 
capacity, lack of people coming forward for testing, as well as the 
absence of a national death register, confirmed cases of and deaths 
from COVID-19 are likely to be under-reported overall in Afghanistan. 
Stigma is considered a major factor in people choosing not to get 
tests and risk communications work is critical to turning this around. WHO notes that the official 
numbers reported by MoPH are unlikely to be capturing the full scale of the situation since testing remains limited to only 
the most severe cases. WHO warns that widespread complacency and failure to follow public health advice is creating 
grave risks in the community with people generally not observing physical distancing or mask wearing protocols. 
 
Second Wave: The MoPH confirmed on 19 November that Afghanistan is in a second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Following two months of consistently lower confirmed COVID-19 cases, MoPH tracking data is beginning to reflect 
anecdotal reports of a recent uptick in cases, with 1,357 new COVID-19 cases recorded over the past week. While the 
official numbers are not yet at the same level as the May/June peak, when taken together with reports of increased 
hospitalisations for COVID-19-like symptoms, the need for vigilance should be reinforced. The rollout of the annual 
influenza vaccination across Afghanistan will be more important than ever to help the health system manage the rise in 
COVID-19 cases. Increasing influenza vaccine coverage can reduce the strain on the health care system and free-up 
limited health resources to focus on treating more severe cases of COVID-19. Public health experts strongly urge the 
public to follow health advice on physical distancing, mask wearing, good hygiene, hand washing and other proven 
strategies that mitigate the risk of COVID-19 transmission amid this second wave. 
                                                
Health Services: Hospitals and clinics continue to report challenges maintaining or expanding their facilities’ capacity to 
treat patients with COVID-19, as well as maintaining essential health services, especially in areas of active conflict. WHO 
stresses the need to balance the demands of responding directly to COVID-19, with simultaneously engaging in strategic 
planning and coordinated action to maintain essential health service delivery, mitigating against the risk of system 
collapse.  
 
Almost 9 per cent of the total confirmed COVID-19 cases are among healthcare staff. Health facilities across the country 
continue to report shortfalls in PPE, medical supplies and equipment, further challenging their capacity to treat COVID-
19 patients. In support of the Government, humanitarian partners have provided hundreds of thousands of pieces of PPE 
and several thousand items of life-saving medical equipment to MoPH. In total, since the start of the pandemic, almost 
1.3 million PPE items have been delivered by humanitarian partners to both MoPH and directly to frontline NGO workers 
in Afghanistan. With a second wave of the gathering pace globally, there is an urgent need to ensure a rapid distribution 
of medical and protective equipment to all corners of the country. 
 
While 14 laboratories are now operating in Afghanistan, the capacity of these facilities remains limited and stocks of 
supplies have periodically run out. National capacity for COVID-19 testing has topped 5,500 a day, but according to 
WHO, lack of demand means that fewer than 400 tests are actually being conducted daily. Humanitarian partners urge 
the Government to ensure laboratories are appropriately equipped, staff receive timely renumeration and that procured 

Source: MoPH 

https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-commons/security/login.action#/
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
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supplies go to under-resourced health centres in a transparent manner so that life-saving support can be delivered to 
those most in need.  
 
Socio-economic impacts: The socio-economic impacts of COVID-19 are translating into a dramatic impact on food 
insecurity with levels now similar to those seen during the 2018 drought. An estimated 16.9 million people are in crisis or 
emergency food insecurity through until March 2021, 5.5 million of whom are in ‘emergency’ level food insecurity (IPC 
4). According to WFP’s market monitoring, the average wheat flour price (low price and high price) increased by more 
than 11 per cent between 14 March and 25 November, while the cost of pulses, sugar, cooking oil and rice (low quality) 
increased by 21 per cent, 18 per cent, 35 per cent, and 22 per cent, respectively, over the same period. This price 
increase is accompanied by declining purchasing power of casual labourers and pastoralists – which have deteriorated 
by over 11 per cent and almost 14 per cent respectively (compared to 14 March). These factors, combined with COVID-
19 related interruptions to informal employment and decrease in remittances, are driving people into crippling debt. Data 
from the Whole of Afghanistan Assessment shows that household debt is rapidly escalating in terms of both the number 
of people in debt and the scale of that debt. Average household debt is now 46,299 AFS/US$604, up from 9,813 
AFS/US$128 in 2019. Of displaced households in debt, the primary reason for taking on this debt was to pay for food 
(53 per cent). 
 
Winterisation support: Afghanistan is facing a grim winter ahead as people struggle to keep themselves warm amid 
soaring poverty driven by the economic shock of COVID-19. Given this situation, there is an urgent need for additional 
funding for winterisation support from both the Government and donors to help struggling households survive the harsh 
weather ahead. The ICCT’s $137m winterisation plan aims to reach 2.5m people over the winter months with a range of 
life-saving support including cash and in-kind heating assistance for households and classrooms, warm clothes, seasonal 
food support, nutrition treatment, and health services for winter sickness. To date, $63.6m has been committed by 
donors, leaving a gap of $74m. Distributions of winter support are imminent and addressing this funding gap could not 
be more urgent. 
 
Funding: UPDATED 
Following the 2020 Afghanistan Conference that was held over the past week, the governments of Afghanistan and 
Finland, along with the UN thanked the international community for renewing its long-term commitment to shared 
development objectives for 2021–2024. Donors pledged at least US$ 3.3 billion for the first year of the upcoming 
quadrennial, with annual commitments expected to stay at the same level year-on-year thereafter. Afghanistan and 
international partners also adopted a communique calling for an end to the war and a durable peace, stability and 
prosperity. The renewal of international support comes at a pivotal moment with unprecedented Afghanistan Peace 
Negotiations ongoing, a dynamic security setting and humanitarian needs peaking as winter sets in and the threat of 
COVID-19 remains. 
 
On 17 November, the Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC) announced the allocation of US$15 million to Afghanistan 
from the Central Emergency Response Fund's (CERF) under the Rapid Response Window. The CERF allocation will 
provide timely assistance to Afghanistan, where 3.3 million people face emergency levels of food insecurity including as 
a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
On 24 November, the WFP announced a contribution of US$20 million from the United Kingdom towards its response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic and to help families in Afghanistan who are facing food shortages get through winter. The 
contribution through the Foreign, Commonwealth and  Development Office (FCDO) will allow WFP to support 100,000 
families affected by the socio-economic impact of COVID-19 with cash-based assistance in 7 cities. More than 25,000 
vulnerable families will also be reached with a combination of wheat flour and cash to help cover their food needs in the 
winter months. By end of the year, WFP plans to reach 10.2 million people with food assistance, including 3 million people 
affected by the socio-economic impact of COVID-19. 
 
Cross Border: UPDATED  
Border Crossings: The Milak (Nimroz) and Islam Qala-Dogharoon (Hirat) crossings with Iran are officially open to 
commercial traffic and movement of documented Afghanistan nationals. According to the Border Monitoring Team of the 
Directorate of Refugees and Repatriation (DoRR), a total of 25,155 Afghanistan nationals returned from Iran through the 
Milak and Islam Qala border crossing sites between 15 and 21 November, an 11 per cent increase from the previous 
week (22,747). More than 15,523 people returned voluntarily and more than 9,632 were deported. IOM provided post-
arrival humanitarian assistance to 1,334 people or 5 per cent of all undocumented Afghanistan nationals returning from 
Iran at its transit centres in Hirat and Nimroz during the past week. Afghanistan’s border with Pakistan at Spin Boldak 
officially opened on 21 August and the border at Torkham on 28 September. Between 15 and 21 November, 89 
undocumented Afghans returned from Pakistan through the Torkham (19 returnees) and Spin Boldak (70 returnees) 
borders. According to UNHCR, the Government of Pakistan has resumed issuance of visas, including visas upon arrival 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20-%20Issue%2026%20-%20Countrywide%20Weekly%20Market%20Price%20Bulletin_Week%204%20November%202020.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/strong-support-afghanistan-2020-afghanistan-conference
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/2020-afghanistan-conference-communiqu
https://www.unocha.org/story/un-emergency-funding-released-help-stave-famine-high-risk-countries
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/united-kingdom-contributes-15-million-help-afghan-families-get-through-winter-and
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/iom_afghanistan-return_of_undocumented_afghans_situation_report_15-21_nov_2020.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20Afghanistan%20-%20Border%20Monitoring%20Update%20-24OctFINAL.pdf
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for people with medical issues which has resulted in increased population movements. Ghulam Khan border crossing 
remains closed for pedestrian movement. 
 
Reports from Returnees: According to UNHCR’s latest border monitoring report (covering 15 and 21 November), 34 
per cent of returnees interviewed at the Islam Qala and Milak border crossing points and 33 per cent of returnees 
interviewed at the Torkham and Spin Boldak border crossing points said they faced problems during the COVID-19 
outbreak in neighbouring countries, such as lost work/wages, discrimination/stigmatisation by local communities, lack of 
access to markets, pressure from authorities to return to Afghanistan, movement restrictions related to the lockdown, 
and lack of access to medical services. 95 per cent of respondents returning from Iran and 72 per cent of respondents 
returning from Pakistan stated that they had received information about COVID-19 in the respective countries, mainly 
through TV, radio, religious leaders and local communities. The figures from Pakistan have steadily declined compared 
to August (87 per cent), July (94 per cent), and June (95 per cent). More than 5 per cent of returnees interviewed at the 
Milak border crossing point, 9 per cent at Islam Qala, 55 per cent at Spin Boldak, and almost 50 per cent interviewed at 
Torkham border crossing reported that they had not received information about COVID-19 upon arrival in Afghanistan.  
 
Operational Issues: UPDATED 
Commercial domestic flights are operating. The United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) is flying domestically 
four days per week. UNHAS will continue to support any required evacuation and relocation flights during all days of the 
week. 
 
International commercial air travel has resumed with Air Arabia, Ariana Airlines, Kam Air and Emirates Airlines providing 
round-trip international flight services to/from Kabul. Given the potential for airlines to reduce their flights, passengers 
are encouraged to check with their airline for the latest advisories. 
 
The UNHAS airbridge connecting Kabul and Doha continues to operate on Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. Flights 
into Doha accommodate transiting passengers only. UNHAS is committed to continuing the international airbridge until 
31 December 2020. To enable and sustain this operation, urgent funding of US$900,000 is required until the end of the 
year. UNHAS flights from Doha to Kabul are currently departing from Doha at 0830 and arriving in Kabul at 1300; flights 
from Kabul to Doha are departing from Kabul at 1430 and arriving in Doha at 1540. The next UNHAS flight to Doha is 
planned for Sunday, 29 November. UNHAS passengers should contact Qatar Airways about onward connections. 
 
More Information – Links: UPDATED  
WHO  
• WHO’s latest information on COVID-19 
• WHO COVID-19 Global Dashboard 
• Weekly Epidemiological Update 
• World leaders join forces to fight the accelerating crisis of 

antimicrobial resistance 
 

Government of Afghanistan: 
• Ministry of Public Health: COVID-19 Dashboard 
• Afghanistan National Peace and Development Plan II 

(ANPDF II) 2021 to 2025 
 

Inter-Agency Standing Committee  
• IASC-endorsed COVID-19 guidance – new materials 

available 
• Addressing Mental Health and Psychosocial Aspects of 

COVID-19 Outbreak (available in English, Dari, Pashto) 
 
UN and others 
• OCHA: Global Humanitarian Response Plan COVID-19 

Progress Report: Fourth Edition, 17 November 2020 
• UN: Comprehensive Response to COVID-19 (September)  
• Relief Web: COVID-19 Response Page 
• OCHA: Asia Pacific COVID-19 - Humanitarian Data Portal 
• OCHA: Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan 2018-2021 

(June 2020 Revision) 
• OCHA: Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan (2018-

2021) - Mid-Year Monitoring Report (Jan - Jun 2020) 
• OCHA: Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan - 2020 

Quarter Three Dashboard (Jan - Sep 2020) 
• OCHA: Afghanistan COVID-19 Multi-Sectoral Response 
• UN: UN chief to press G20 for greater solidarity and support 

during pandemic 

• UN: Collective, conflict-sensitive responses vital to address 
COVID-19 pandemic and its fallout 

• UN HRC: Urgent action needed to end pandemic of femicide 
and violence against women, says UN expert 

• UNICEF: Averting a lost COVID generation 
• UNHCR: UNHCR warns 2020 risks lowest resettlement levels 

in recent history 
• CARE +9 more: Aid groups warn G20 leaders must act to 

prevent humanitarian catastrophe in wake of Covid-19 
economic recession 

• Cordaid: Financial inclusion sector adapts to COVID-19 crisis 
• IOM: Joint Statement on Data Protection and Privacy in the 

COVID-19 Response 
• UNHCR: ‘Leave no one behind’ in national health plans 
• USCRI: Long-Term Effects of COVID-19 on Refugee Girls’ 

Education Part I of II 
• USCRI: Long-Term Effects of COVID-19 on Refugee Girls’ 

Education Part II of II 
• We World GVC: Women and children in times of Covid-19 
• IOM + 13 more: Joint Statement on Data Protection and 

Privacy in the COVID-19 Response 
• Save the Children: A generation of violations against children 

in conflict 
• UNICEF: Societal impacts of COVID-19 and accelerated 

solutions for children and adolescents 
• World Vision: COVID-19 emergency response 
• UNICEF: Digital and remote approaches in eliminating female 

genital mutilation and child marriage 
• IOM: DTM (COVID-19) Global Mobility Restriction Overview 
• IFRC: Extreme Heat during the COVID-19 Pandemic 
• DRC + 8 more: Working Together Better to Prevent, Address 

and Find Durable Solutions to Internal Displacement 
• World Vision: COVID-19 & Green Recovery 

https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-border-monitoring-update-covid-19-response-15-21-november-2020
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://covid19.who.int/
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/coronavirus-disease-covid-19-weekly-epidemiological-update-24-november-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/world-leaders-join-forces-fight-accelerating-crisis-antimicrobial-resistance
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/world-leaders-join-forces-fight-accelerating-crisis-antimicrobial-resistance
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-national-peace-and-development-plan-ii-anpdf-ii-2021-2025-forging-our
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-national-peace-and-development-plan-ii-anpdf-ii-2021-2025-forging-our
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/covid-19-outbreak-readiness-and-response
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/covid-19-outbreak-readiness-and-response
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-03/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS_0.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-04/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS%20%28Dari%29.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-05/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS%20%28Pashto%29.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-response-plan-covid-19-progress-report-fourth-edition-17-november
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-response-plan-covid-19-progress-report-fourth-edition-17-november
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un-comprehensive-response-to-covid-19.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/topics/covid-19
https://interactive.unocha.org/data/ap-covid19-portal/
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-revision
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-revision
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/document/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-mid-year-monitoring
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/document/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-mid-year-monitoring
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2020-quarter-three-dashboard-jan-sep-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2020-quarter-three-dashboard-jan-sep-2020
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/operational_sitrep_covid-19_12_november_2020_final.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/un-chief-press-g20-greater-solidarity-and-support-during-pandemic
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/un-chief-press-g20-greater-solidarity-and-support-during-pandemic
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/collective-conflict-sensitive-responses-vital-address-covid-19-pandemic-and-its-fallout
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/collective-conflict-sensitive-responses-vital-address-covid-19-pandemic-and-its-fallout
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/urgent-action-needed-end-pandemic-femicide-and-violence-against-women-says-un-expert
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/urgent-action-needed-end-pandemic-femicide-and-violence-against-women-says-un-expert
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/averting-lost-covid-generation-six-point-plan-respond-recover-and-reimagine-post
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/unhcr-warns-2020-risks-lowest-resettlement-levels-recent-history
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/unhcr-warns-2020-risks-lowest-resettlement-levels-recent-history
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/aid-groups-warn-g20-leaders-must-act-prevent-humanitarian-catastrophe-wake-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/aid-groups-warn-g20-leaders-must-act-prevent-humanitarian-catastrophe-wake-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/aid-groups-warn-g20-leaders-must-act-prevent-humanitarian-catastrophe-wake-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/financial-inclusion-sector-adapts-covid-19-crisis
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/joint-statement-data-protection-and-privacy-covid-19-response
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/joint-statement-data-protection-and-privacy-covid-19-response
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/leave-no-one-behind-national-health-plans-unhcr-assistant-high-commissioner-operations
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/long-term-effects-covid-19-refugee-girls-education-part-i-ii-barriers-equal-access
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/long-term-effects-covid-19-refugee-girls-education-part-i-ii-barriers-equal-access
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/long-term-effects-covid-19-refugee-girls-education-part-ii-ii-solutions-equal-access
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/long-term-effects-covid-19-refugee-girls-education-part-ii-ii-solutions-equal-access
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/weworld-index-2020-women-and-children-times-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/joint-statement-data-protection-and-privacy-covid-19-response-0
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/joint-statement-data-protection-and-privacy-covid-19-response-0
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/stop-war-children-killed-and-maimed-generation-violations-against-children-conflict
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/stop-war-children-killed-and-maimed-generation-violations-against-children-conflict
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/beyond-masks-societal-impacts-covid-19-and-accelerated-solutions-children-and
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/beyond-masks-societal-impacts-covid-19-and-accelerated-solutions-children-and
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-emergency-response-situation-report-19-16-november-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-digital-and-remote-approaches-eliminating-female-genital-mutilation-and-child
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-digital-and-remote-approaches-eliminating-female-genital-mutilation-and-child
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/dtm-covid-19-global-mobility-restriction-overview-16th-november-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/extreme-heat-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/working-together-better-prevent-address-and-find-durable-solutions-internal
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/working-together-better-prevent-address-and-find-durable-solutions-internal
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/policy-brief-covid-19-green-recovery-december-2020
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• GAVI, IOM: Gavi and IOM join forces to improve 
immunization coverage for migrants 

• WFP: WFP Global Update on COVID-19 
• HI: Let’s break silos now! Achieving disability-inclusive 

education in a post-COVID world 
• FAO: Protecting land and natural resources tenure rights in 

the era of COVID-19 by heeding the lessons from the past 
• UNHCR: Evaluation Brief | Covid-19 Response 
• UNHCR: UNHCR warns second wave of COVID pandemic 

driving further violence against refugee women and girls 
• UN Women: As impact of COVID-19 intensifies, UN Women 

calls for concrete actions to respond to the concurrent 
shadow pandemic 

• OCHA: United Nations Releases $25 million for Women-led 
projects Battling Gender-Based Violence 

• EU: Gender Action Plan – putting women and girls' rights at 
the heart of the global recovery for a gender-equal world 

• UNODC: What crime and helpline data say about the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic on reported violence against 
women and girls 

• UNICEF: COVID-19, Remittances and Children 
• UNHCR: Afghanistan Border Monitoring update - COVID-19 

Response 
• WFP: Afghanistan Country Brief, October 2020 
• WFP: United Kingdom contributes £15 million to help Afghan 

families get through winter and cope with Covid-19 
• Save the Children: Afghan children left out in the cold by rich 

countries 
• Save the Children: Five children killed or maimed in 

Afghanistan every day for past 14 years 
• RI: Donors Must Recommit to Afghanistan 
• Govt. UK: UK pledges £155 million aid to support peace and 

stability in Afghanistan 
• EC, ECHO: EU reconfirms support for Afghanistan at 2020 

Geneva Conference 
• OHCHR: In Afghanistan, six points for a sustainable peace 

• ICRC: Even at a crossroads for peace, more people are 
wounded in war 

• IRC: Humanitarian needs in Afghanistan skyrocket amid 
unrelenting violence and the pandemic; ahead of peace 
conference, IRC calls on international community to increase 
funding and push for peace 

• UNICEF: UNICEF working with global airlines and freight 
providers to plan delivery of COVID-19 vaccines 

• UNHCR: UN High Commissioner for Refugees warns of 
grave consequences if world looks away from Afghanistan, 
reiterates importance of finding solutions to Afghan 
displacement 

• ANU: Afghanistan and its donors - a critical time 
• UNAMA: Briefing by the Secretary-General's Special 

Representative for Afghanistan, Deborah Lyons at the ARRIA 
meeting on Afghanistan 

• HRW: Donors Should Support Rights Gains 
• UNDP: Women’s Education and Empowerment Cannot be 

Put on Hold for the Pandemic 
• WHH: Violent Conflicts and the COVID-19 Pandemic Are 

Exacerbating Hunger in Afghanistan 
• ICRC: Helping the disabled in Afghanistan 
• CARE: Women’s voices need to be heard; less than a quarter 

of those involved in Afghanistan’s peace negotiations are 
women, notes CARE 

• NRC: Reactive statement on Afghanistan Conference 2020 
• Govt. Afghanistan, Govt. Finland, UNAMA: Strong support for 

Afghanistan at the 2020 Afghanistan Conference 
• Govt. Afghanistan, Govt. Finland, UNAMA: 2020 Afghanistan 

Conference Communiqué 
• UNICEF: Executive Director Henrietta Fore's remarks at the 

2020 Afghanistan Conference 
• UNAMA: Closing remarks of SRSG Lyons at Afghanistan 

2020 Conference 
• OCHA: UN emergency funding released to help stave off 

famine in high-risk countries 
 

 
 

For further information, please contact: 
Dr. David Lai, Health Cluster Coordinator, Health Emergencies Programme, WHO, laidavid@who.int, Tel. (+93) 
078 176 4906 (for Technical Expertise) 
Dr. Dauod Altaf, Team Lead, WHO Health Emergency, WHO, altafm@who.int, Tel. (+93) 078 220 0342 (for 
Technical Expertise) 
Danielle Parry, Head of Strategy and Coordination, OCHA, parryd@un.org, Tel. (+93) 793001124 

https://reliefweb.int/report/world/gavi-and-iom-join-forces-improve-immunization-coverage-migrants
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/gavi-and-iom-join-forces-improve-immunization-coverage-migrants
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/wfp-global-update-covid-19-november-2020-growing-needs-response-date-and-what-s-come
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/let-s-break-silos-now-achieving-disability-inclusive-education-post-covid-world
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/let-s-break-silos-now-achieving-disability-inclusive-education-post-covid-world
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/protecting-land-and-natural-resources-tenure-rights-era-covid-19-heeding-lessons-past
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