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African Development Bank, World Food Programme join 
hands to help South Sudan fight hunger and malnutrition  

 

Juba, South Sudan, 24 October 2018 – The Government of the Republic of 

South Sudan today welcomed a contribution of US$ 43.57 million from the 

African Development Bank for the implementation of the country’s Short-Term 

Regional Emergency Response Project (STRERP). 

  

The project is designed to enable the Government to meet the country’s growing 

food and nutrition needs, while building community resilience, as hunger reaches 

unprecedented levels in the country. It will also support longer-term efforts to 

improve people’s resilience and food security, including tens of thousands 

displaced by conflict in eight regions – Northern Bhar El Ghazal, Western Bahar 

el Ghazal, Lakes, Jonglei, Unity, Western Equatoria, Warrap and Upper Nile.  

The grant will be implemented by the United Nations World Food Programme 
(WFP). WFP and partners are scaling up food and cash assistance to reach up 
to 5 million people in the worst-affected areas of South Sudan by the end of 
2018. Despite the harvest in September, as many as 5.2 million people will 
remain in Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) Phase 3 (Crisis), 
not knowing where their next meal would come from between January and 
March 2019, with some 36,000 people forecast to be in Phase 5 (Catastrophe), 
experiencing famine-like conditions in parts of the country, according to the latest 
IPC report.  

http://www.afdb.org/
http://climis-southsudan.org/uploads/publications/South_Sudan_IPC_Analysis_Key_Messages_-_28_September_2018.pdf


“We are very grateful for the contribution from the Bank,” said Adnan Khan, WFP 
Country Director in South Sudan. “It will go a long way in helping us provide life-
saving support at a critical period and ensure people have the means to feed 
themselves not only today but also in the future.” WFP activities are designed 
both to address immediate food needs while promoting the ability of vulnerable 
communities to withstand future shocks to their food security. WFP provides 
various kinds of assistance – food for people building and restoring community 
assets, life-saving emergency food, emergency school feeding and the treatment 
of malnutrition among children and pregnant and nursing women. 

“STRERP reflects the Bank’s commitment to support its Regional Member 
Countries in addressing the drivers of food insecurity and unstable food 
production systems.” said Benedict Kanu, the Bank’s Country Manager in South 
Sudan. “The Bank’s approach goes beyond addressing the immediate 
humanitarian needs through food assistance, but also seeks to build resilience of 
the affected communities and strengthen the capacity of government institutions 
to effectively plan, coordinate and implement disaster risk management and 
humanitarian responses. We call on all development partners to work together to 
address the underlying drivers of vulnerability in drought-prone areas.”  

 

Follow us on Twitter: 

AfDB: @AfDB_Group 

WFP: @wfp_southsudan and @wfp_africa 

Contacts:  
AfDB: Chawki Chahed – c.chahed@afdb.org, +225 2026 2702 
WFP South Sudan: Tomson Phiri, Tomson.Phiri@wfp.org, +211 911 743 925 
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