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INTRODUCTION

Six months after the start of a brutal military campaign which forced hundreds of thousands of Rohingya
women, men and children from their homes and left hundreds of Rohingya villages burned the ground,
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a major operation to dear burned villages and to build new homes, security force bases and

infrastructure in the region. According to the civilian -led government, much of the work is part of

preparing for the repatriation of Rohingya refugees from Bangladesh, and also wider dbrts to develop

nmd ne Lx ml > q-r onngdrs r s sdr -déevelogpmentanddndestmentc db > cdr ne b
there.?2 However, the nature, speed and scale of the development raise serious concerns, not least

because access to the region remains severelyestricted, making it difficult to obtain a complete picture.

Based on in-depth analysis of satellite imagery; a review of recent photographs and videos showing
destruction in specific Rohingya villages; and interviews with Rohingya in northern Rakhine Sate and
across the border in Bangladesh, as well as with activists and other experts, this briefing sheds light on
the ongoing efforts to rebuild and reshape northern Rakhine State. The evidence is alarming: burnt
remains of Rohingya villages are being buldozed, potentially destroying evidence of military crimes,
while surviving buildings are being demolished and trees and other vegetation cleared. In many areas,
the landscape has been rendered virtually unrecognizable.

In some areas, new construction hasbegun on or near cleared areas of former Rohingya villages, in the
form of new security bases, infrastructure, and villagesdesignated for populations other than the
Rohingya. In at least one area, remaining Rohingya have been forced from their homes as@wnship
authorities have confiscated land for a major new Border Guard Police (BGP) base. At the same time,
there has been a hive of activity around a mine in Rathedaung Township, in addition to construction and
expansion of ports in two locations, presumaly part of government plans for new industry and
investment in the region. The scale of the change is matched only bythe speed with which it is taking
place.

While the picture is only partial, the situation raises urgent concerns about its implications f or the future
of the hundreds of thousands of Rohingya women, men and children forced to flee to Bangladesh, as
well as the tens of thousands who continue to live in the region. Amnesty International is deeply
concerned that the Myanmar authorities are resaping the region so as to accommodate more security
forces and more nonRohingya villagers, at the expense of homes, agricultural lands and villages where
Rohingya have lived and farmed for generations.

Without greater transparency, access and consultatin with the Rohingya themselves+ and indeed other
communities living in the state + the prospect for safe, voluntary, and dignified return becomes
increasingly unlikely.

* Northern Rakhine State is typically understood to refer to Maungdaw and Buthidaung Townships, which collectively comprisengidaw
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2 Reuters+ Bulddozing Rohingya villages was not ‘demolition of evidence', Myanmar official Say&6 Febuary 2018,
https://www.reuters.com/article/usnyanmarrohingyaenterprise/bulldozingrohingyavillageswas-not-demolition-of-evidencemyanmar

officialsaysidUSKCN1GAOVH The Global New Light of Myanma®The Report to the People on the Progress tthplementation of the

Recommendations on Rakhine State+ 0 2 E d a d'he Gipbal New LlOght:of Myanmar® Nt ¢ Odgenqgl " mbdr vhkk kd c sn s
"mc cdudknoldms ™ 9 Tmhnm+LBEmMnedhba@€q Yhthétx s @xd
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BULLDOZING AND IDENOL

Amnesty International and others have documented how theMyanmar military carried out deliberate and
targeted burning of hundreds of Rohingya villages in northern Rakhine State, as part of the ethnic
cleansing campaign that followed the 25 August 2017 attacks on security force outposts by the Arakan
Rohingya Salation Army (ARSA)? Across the region, but especially in Maungdaw Township, entire
villages were burned to the ground. In some areas, the security forces and local vigilantes burned down
Rohingya villages even after they had been deserted, indicating an #ort not only to drive Rohingya from
their homes, but to ensure they would not be able to return

Since late 2017, but especially since the start of 2018, Myanmar authorities have initiated a major
operation, using heavy machineryto remove burned strucures in villages which were attacked by arson.
Most of the clearance has occurred in Maungdaw Township vghbg anqgd sgd aqgt ms
scorched-earth campaign. In village after village, burnt structures * at one time Rohingya homes, shops
and businesses* have been bulldozed and cleared. Even surrounding treesind vegetation have been
removed, rendering much of the landscape unrecognizable.

The mass bulldozing and clearance has also raised concerns about destruction of evidence and
obstruction of future investigations into crimes under international law committed since the end of last
August, in particular as international pressure mounts on both the military and civilian authorities to
allow access to UN investigators® The Myanmar authorities haveflatly rejected such accusations,
insisting that the clearing of land is to facilitate the building of new homes for returnees. ¢ To date,
Amnesty International is not aware of any efforts to secure and protect sites of suspected mass graves.

While many of the areas being bulldozed are villages which were completely burned to the ground, in
some locations authorities are not only clearing burnt structures, they are also demolishing buildings in
Rohingya villages which remained intact and which could still have been usable or inhabitable. For
example, while most of the buildings in Khway Lar Bin Gar village in northern Maungdaw Township were
destroyed by fire following the August attacks, a small group of buildings in a privately owned market
was left standing. According to Rohingya sources, the buildings were destroyed when authorities began
bulldozing the wider area on 17 January 2018.” Amnesty International received six photographs which
capture the destruction of the remaining structures by heavy machinery® Satellite images confirm the
buildings were demolished between 28 December 2017 and 18 January 2018. The owner of the market
was not offered any compensation, nor was he given any indication that he would be able to rebuild his
business?

3 See Amnesty InternationalMyanmar: Scorchedearth campaign fuels ethnic cleansing of Rohingya from Rakhine Stafet September
2017, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/09/myanmacorched-earth-campaign-fuels-ethnic-cleansingof-rohingyafrom-
rakhine-statef ® L x 'V n q k ¢ HRohingyh fiahgeted dycCribes Againstuthanity in Myanmar(Index: ASA 16/7288/2017), 18
October 2017; and Human Rights WatchBurma: New Satellite Images Confirm Mass Destructioh7 October 2017,
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/10/17/burmanew-satelliteimages-confirm-mass-destruction

4 Amnesty InternationalMyanmar: Video and satellite evidence shows new fires still torching Rohingya villa@@sSeptember 2017,
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/09/myanmaidec-and-satellite evidence showsnewfires-still-torching-rohingyavillages/

5 See for example, Human Rights WatctBurma: Scores of Rohingya Villages Bulldoze#3 February 2018.

*Bg  mmdk Mdvr @ h"  + ®Atkkcnydc Qnghmfx" uhkk fdr cddodm ed  qr
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/bulldozedhingyavillagesdeepenfearsmyanmaris-erasinghistory-9953232;
Reuters+ Buiddozing Rohingya villages was not 'demolition of evidence', Myanmar officialsays 15 Edaqt "~ gx 1/ 07+
https://www.reuters.com/article/usnyanmarrohingyaenterprise/bulldozingrohingyavillageswas-not-demolition-of-evidencemyanmar
officiaksaysidUSKCN1GAOVH

7 Amnesty International telephone interview, 23 February 2018.

8 Photographs on file with Amnesty International.

¢ Amnesty International telephone interview, 23 February 2018.

REMAKING RAKHINE STA

Amnesty International 4

Lx"

n

e

ml °

sgd



A "' \
"2] December:20

-

k&

o< ]

Coordinates: 20.4942°, 929908 9 kAR " Image: © CNES 2018, Distribution AIR

B

Busos

7January 2018

Gwa Son

() o4
<= Burnedvillage

Coordinates: 20.4942°792°5978°

@ 1

Lesshan two kilometres south of Inn Din, imagery shows Gwa Son on 27 December 2016, before the mass b20i8yshHeegdag®appdansiary
burned and then on 11 February 2018, most of the burned areas have been scraped.

REMAKING RAKHINE STA

Amnesty International 5



SMALLESTALE DENI{@N AND DESTRUCTIO

In addition to largescale bulldozing and clearance of burnt Rohingya villages, Rakhine State authorities
are also engaging inx or otherwise allowing+ smaller-scale destruction and demolition of Rohingya
buildings. This appears particularly to be the case in Buthidaung Township, where most villages were not
destroyed by fire, but have been deserted by inhabitants fleeing killings, starvation and the threat of
further violence.°

Satellite imagery confirms ongoing, smallscale arson of structures in Rohingya villages. Unlike the
widespread burnings in August and September 2017, these more recent burnings tend to be confined to
single structures within a hamlet or village grouping. The current dry season in northern Rakhine State
means that there is a higher likelihood of fires spreading to adjacent properties+ unlike in August, when
the rainy season would have prevented fire from spreading though villages. Despite this, none of the
areas reviewed on satellite imagery showed signs of fires spreading, strongly indicating that fires were
deliberate and targeted.

Amnesty International has also received recent reports that local authorities and nonRohingya villagers

are looting and slowly demolishing abandoned Rohingya houses and buildings. Satellite images

corroborate this, showing destruction not caused by fire. A 35yearold father of three who fled his village

in Buthidaung Township in August 2017 told Amnesty International that he maintains regular

communication with villagers who have not yet fled the area. He said that, on 10 February 2018, a

friend sent him photographs of a partially destroyed building that he claimed was his house. @ ook at

thesel’ gd r hc+ vgdmfrggnodghrmfs ns g@l nodgridghome has ikgnriootedlamdm™ k - ®
cdrsgnxdc£ H g ud vnqgjdc enqg xd gr sn d’ gnrfShteliedx ~ mc ath
images of the village confirm that a structure matching the photographs and description of his house was

completely destroyed between 9 January and 13 February 2018.

Amnesty International has also received reports that mosques and other religious buildings which were
not destroyed by fire were looted and targeted for destruction since late Deember 2017.1? The
organization investigated four locations, reviewing video and photographic evidence, analysing satellite
imagery and interviewing current or previous residents. In some cases, building materials appear to have
been looted * in particular tin roofing + while in others, the authorities have demolished mosques and
madrasas during operations to clear burnt villages.

A 52-year-old religious leader from Zin Paing Nyar village in northern Maungdaw Townshipwho arrived

in Bangladesh on 22 February 2018, told Amnesty International that the looting of mosques in his

village began in the last week of December2017 ~ mc b nms h mt d ¢ Thertin o; therbof, mt ~ gx - ®
doors, air fans, and cupboards, all were gone, taken away in cars by the military andBGP. During the

violence [in August], they burnt down almost all the houses. Since January, they started to bulldoze the

mosques, madrasas and big houses which were still intact.*®* The man, whotook refuge in a nearby

village in the months before he left for Bangladesh, said that there was nothing left in Zin Paing Nyar

after the bulldozers finished their work. Satellite images confirm the village was razedin early February.

®Nhen | saw how the mosques were taken and bulldozed, | felt pain in my heart ~ sgidl & turned my

face when | couldn't bear to watch anymore

19 For more information on reasons for continued flight from northern Rakhine State, see Amnesty Internatioganmar forces starve,
abduct and rob Rohingya, as ethnic cleansing continuendex: ASA 16/7835/2018, 7 February 2018

 Amnesty International interview, 21 February 2018. Eight photographs of the destroyed house are on file with Amnesty Iniensdt The
location of the village hadeen withheld in in the interest of the security of remaining villagers.

2 | ocal media have also reported destruction of mosques and other religious buildings since late December. Teelrrawadd +Nin@ty
Percent of Rohingya Population Ejected from Rakld + 12 E d a ditps:/fvww.idralv@ddyscom/specials/ninetpercentrohingya
population-ejected-rakhine.html

3 Amnesty International interview, Baluhali Refugee Camp, 24 February 2018. Photographs and videos on file with Amnesty International.
4 Amnesty International interview, Balukali Refugee Camp, 24 February 2018.
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NEVCONSTRUCTION

Almost as soon as villages are cleared, signs of new construction and development emerge. The denial of
access for independent observers into northern Rakhine Statet and the fact that large parts of the

region have been completely depopulated of Rohingya: make it difficult to obtain a full picture of what

is happening on the ground. However, indepth analysis of satellite imagery, couple with interviews with
Rohingya in the state and those who have recently fled, indicates a major effort to reconstruct the state.

NEW SECURIODRCE CONSTRUCTION

Since the August 2017 ARSA attacks, and indeed even before, the Myanmar authorities have asserted

the need to reinforce and upgrade the security presence and infrastructure in the region to ensure they

gd dpthoodc sn cd’ k vhsg?®igndss edtidogyf ahdsétellit® sndggrg nghr s~ sgqgd’
shows these efforts are well underway.

In at least three locations in northern Rakhine State + two in Maungdaw Township and one in
Buthidaung Township £ Amnesty International has detected the presence of new security force bases
under construction. The largest of these is in the village of Ah Lel Chaung in Buthidaung Township,
wherelocal media have confirmed the authorities are constructing a major new Border Guard Police
(BGP) base?® Rohingya who recently fled the village indicate that the authorities may also be
constructing a new NaTala village+ state-built villages which are inh abited by individuals and families
who have been transferred from other parts of the country:”

Amnesty International interviewed five Rohingya villagers from Ah Lel Chaung who fled to Bangladesh in

January or February 2018, soon after authorities began castruction of the new base. Musana, a 40-

yearold widow from a family of farmers explained that the situation had become increasingly difficult

since October 2017, when security forces began harvesting Rohingya fields to the west of the village and

took the crops away in trucks. With limited food, the villagers returned to the land to plant potatoes,

melons and cucumbers, but in December BGP, military and township officials ordered the villagers to

stop farming the land. In January, the authorities came back and planted flags across a large area of the

k ° mdwo w&ks after[that] they returned and called a meeting with the villagerst ©— r gd dwok ™ hmdc -
®They announced that the area where they had planted the flags had been confiscated and they would

be building a security post and a NaTalLa village 8

Four interviewees confirmed that around this time the authorities started constructing a large fence

adsvddm sgd uhkk fd “ihe-rsgd wkgmmdemimded mihdd -1 ® d ne hqgnr
foundation.It- r s  kkdg sg " m I, x rg'dh ¢ @ad trgearbidrcdstakworker wha fled

the village in early January2018 as the construction started. Abdul Kasim, a 54-yearold teacher who

fled to Bangladesh on 12 February, described how the fence stetched along the edge of several

Rohingya villages down to the ethnic Rakhine village of Kin Chaung ® he BGP and military are always

[around] there+ he said. ®hey come by motor bikes and patrol around and go back?®

5 Radio Free AsigRFA} Myanmar Officials Plan to Fortify Border Fence Between Rakhine State and Bangladesh 6 Rdosdl adqg 1/ 06+
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/fene@9072017174551.html; Frontier Myanmat Se®urity, infrastructure in northern Rakhine

receivesl " rrhud b rg annrs “esdqg gdetfdd dwnctr + O-i@fradtrbcaineia-doghert-/ 06 + gssor 9. . eq
rakhine-receivesmassive cash-boostafterrefugeeexodus.

®The Irrawaddy ®Bnmr sqgt bshnm Ok m engqg Mdv Onkhbd Qdfhldms k A rd B trdr Qnghmf)>
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/constructieplan-new-police-regimentatbase-causesrohingyaflee.html.

" The policy of establishing NaTaLa villages dates back to the 1990s and involves relocating ethnic Rakhine and otheRudingya

people to newly built villages. Most people who were relocated to NaTala villages are former prisoners or the urban poothandllages

were often built on land confiscated from Rohingya using Rohingya villagers for forced labour. The practice has continued eveecent

years and the state media has confirmed plans to construct new NaTaLa villages since the August violeBee.Amnesty InternationalThe

Rohingya minority: The Rohingya: Fundamental rights denig¢thdex: ASA 16/005/2004), May 2004, pp 2224; and The Global New Light

of Myanmar ®Qdat hkchmf gntrdr hm L tmfs v + 04 Nbsnadq 1/ 06 -

8 Amnesty Internationainterview, Kutupalong Refugee Camp, 17 February 2018.

19 Amnesty International interviewKutupalong Refugee Camp, 17 February 2018.
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13 February 2018
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Imagery from 13 Februarys2@i@ a new fenced perimeter under construction adjacent to Ah Lel Chaung and Let Thar. On 9 Jasminaty 2018, major activity i
visible. By 18 January 2018, new vehicle tracks are present. On 13 February 2018, a new fence is \isibleaidrigryéivekisiesiuk defined track is

visible west of the fence suggesting vehicles are patrolling the perimeter. A ship is present in thpaoss#blgadsirafihgtcbinatruction supplies to the

area.
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Abdul Zolil explained that the construction of the new fence and security posts in Ah Lel Chaung had
bgd sdc ed g "I nmf sgd uhkk ™ fdqgr ° nPeoplgareinapanicr dgdl °~ mx sn
d wo k ° WNmahe want®to stay because they are afraid of more violence againghem-

Satellite images confirm major construction in and around Ah Lel Chaung. New vehicle tracks appear in
mid-January, less than 10 days after a 9 January 2018 image shows no major activity visible in the area.
By 13 February, new structures, large velicles and a new fence are visible to the west of the village.
Clearly defined vehicle tracks exist along the western side of the perimeter, which corroborate reports of
regular security patrols.

According to all five interviewees, construction is being led by the BGP and military, with a workforce
including members of the security forces and ethnic Rakhine villagers. Four of those interviewed said
that Rohingya were also used in construction; one said the Rohingya labourers were paid, three said
there was a least some forced labour. Amnesty International was not able to confirm the practice of
forced labour, though it has long been a practice of the Myanmar military in ethnic minority areas,
including Rakhine State.?*

The interviewees also told Amnesty Intenational that villagers from Noyapara+ a small hamlet in the

west of Ah Lel Chaung+ had been instructed to leave their homes to make way for the new construction

site. Salim,a53-yearn k¢ e gl dg+ v r nmd ke BGRicamedandéoldegstbhdyovils n kd ™ ud9
build a new BGP post and a NaTalLa modern village. They ordered us to move. My family were forced to

leave, and many households in Noyapara hamlet were also forcedtomowe™ gd snkc @ mdr s x

International from his shelter in the Kutupalong Refugdd b~ | o h m Ahepliakesteddourg - ®

crops. They confiscated our land. Where willwe stay without a home? What will we eat? Fleeing is the

only way left for us. It is what they want to happen.” 22

In some areas, authorities are building new securitystructures directly on areas previously inhabited by
Rohingya villagers, making it increasingly unlikely  if not impossible + that villagers from these areas
will be able to return to their original places. Security forces burned Kan Kya (South) village on the
outskirts of Maungdaw town soon after the 25 August attacks and satellite images captured on 6
November 2017 confirm that most of the structures in the village were destroyed by fire. Only a few
buildings remained intact, including what appear to be two mosques?® By January2018, the area had
been cleared and all remaining structures and vegetation removed. As of early March, satellitemagery
confirms at least 19 new structures, most of them long rectangular buildings with red roofs. The new
structures are surrounded by a perimeter fencewhich is similar to the fencing found around known
security force bases. Four of the buildings are located slightly to the south, on the site where the now
demolished mosque once stood. A trusted source living near lhe area and able to see the construction
has confirmed the buildings are part of a new BGP base, and that the construction is on an area formerly
inhabited by Rohingya villagers. The same source also confirmed that at least two mosques were
destroyed to me&ke way for the new base?*

2 Amnesty International interview, Kutupalong Refugee Camp, 17 February 2018.

2 See for example, Amnesty International,he Rohingyaminority: Fundamental rights deniegd(Index: ASA 16/005/2004), May 2004 pp
16-222; Amnesty InternationalMyanmar: Exodus from the Shan Stat@ndex: ASA 16/011/2000), 10 July 2000; Amnesty International,
Myanmar: Leaving HomeIndex: ASA 16/023/2005), 7September 2005; Human Rights WatchUntold Miseries Wartime Abuses and
Forced Displacement in Kachin StateMarch 2012, pp. 25,46-4/ : " mc Hms dgm™ s hn m™ k RéportohlltOqgComhgstionmhy * shnm ' HKN
of Inquiry reveals widespread and systematic uss forced labour in Myanmar (Burma) 20 August 1998

2 Amnesty International interview, Kutupalong Refugee Camp, 17 February 2018.

2 |n contrast to most Rohingya homes and other buildings in rural areas, mosques are usually larger and-lélt structures, often with tin
roofs which are visible on satellite imagery. Rohingya refuges have also explained that in some villages, mosde®$iave a pool of water
in the grounds, which also makes them more easily identifiable from space. A reliable source in the area has also confirfmedéstruction
of two mosques to make way for the new security base.

2 Amnesty International communicatin, 1 March 2018.
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25 October 2017
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Imagery from 25 October 2017, shows burned structures in Kan Kya, less than two kilometres east of Mayrfl8itheviourAsiifabeuwas
scraped and new structures are visible. A fen@rasinisthie construction zone. The structures are similar in shape, colour and size to those found in Inn Din.
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