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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Mixed performance of rains during the beginning of the 
2011/12 winter cropping season 

 Below average cereal harvest in 2011  

 Wheat prices remain stable since July but the overall 
inflation is over 10 percent 

 Food security in general satisfactory but remains as a 
concern in certain pockets and for the low income 
population  

Mixed performance of rains during the beginning 
of the 2011/12 winter cropping season 

Planting of the 2011/12 winter cereal crops, mainly wheat and barley, 
is complete. Favourable early seasonal rains in October and 
November have had beneficial impact on planting and crop 
emergence. Although dry weather prevailed during December, light to 
moderate precipitation was received in early January.  

Below average cereal harvest in 2011 

The Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock (MAIL) has 
estimated  the 2011 wheat production at 3.26 million tonnes, 28 
percent lower than the level of 2010 and 36 percent lower than the 
record production in 2009.  The drop in harvest was predominantly 
attributed to the precipitation deficiency during the early months of the 
agricultural season and warmer than usual temperatures during the 
later part.  Particularly affected by the dry weather were northern, 
north-eastern and western areas of the country where rain-fed wheat 
cultivation is common. Overall cereal production estimated at 4.55 
million tonnes, is 24 percent below 2010 level and around 15 percent 
below the average of previous five years.  
 
Due to dry weather conditions in 2011, about 90 percent of the wheat 
production came from the 54 percent of area under irrigation, as 
opposed to some 68 percent of the production from the 46 percent of 
area under irrigation in 2010.  
 
Horticulture is an important subsector in Afghanistan. During 2011 the 
area planted with fruits and vegetables was estimated to have 
increased to 119 000 hectares and 128 000 hectares, respectively 
and consequently the overall production of the horticulture crops at 
the national level was expected to rise. No final estimates are yet 
available. 
 
Given the reduced harvest of 2011, the import requirement of wheat 
for 2011/12 marketing year (July/June) are expected to rise 
significantly. To maintain the apparent per capita cereal utilization, the 
total cereal imports, mainly wheat and rice, in 2011/12 are forecast at 
2.23 million tonnes. 

Wheat prices remain stable since July but the 
overall inflation is over 10 percent 

Prices of wheat, the country’s main staple, have been relatively stable 
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since July 2011, due to the good supply of wheat flour from the 
neighbouring countries (Pakistan and Kazakhstan) and the decrease 
of international wheat prices. The latest available official data indicate 
that nationally the overall consumer price inflation in November 2011 
(the year-on-year increase), is estimated at 10.4 percent. However, 
the bread and cereal prices rose by about 5 percent during 2011. 

Food security satisfactory in general but remains 
as a concern in certain pockets and for the low 
income population 
The overall food security situation has been relatively satisfactory.  
However, reduced domestic wheat harvest, inflation and generally 
high unemployment rates, are a cause for concern for the food 
security, especially for the low income households. 
 
Food security conditions of vulnerable population affected by the poor 
wheat harvest in northern, western and central Afghanistan are 
expected to improve with the launch of the Government and donor 
assistance.  

 
 

 

 

 


