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SINCE THE PUBLICATION OF THE 1994 HUMAN

security sector. Human security is meant 

security concept and, in turn, respond in various 

paradigm would only serve geopolitical interests 

developed states to pressure developing countries 

legitimacy, responsibility and obligation to 

Fostering Human Security through Active 
Engagement of Civil Society Actors

The successful implementation of human security depends on the capacity 
of civil society actors to establish the concept as a political leitmotiv in 
international organizations. This may jump-start a diffusion of human 
security from the bottom to the top.

Till Kötter is currently completing his Masters in International Affairs at Sciences Po Paris. He has interned with the 
Heinrich Böll Foundation in Washington, DC, the German Mission to the United Nations in New York, and the Friedrich 
Ebert Foundation in Shanghai.
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society actors can play 

security in international 

civil society actors? 
Civil society actors can 

be alternative providers 

protection, prevention and empowerment? 

HUMAN SECURITY AS A LEITMOTIV: CAN CIVIL

SOCIETY COMPENSATE FOR THE RELUCTANCE OF

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS?

and orientation," "coordination 

guidance" as well as"motivation 
and mobilisation." A long debate 

security issues, "motivation and 
mobilisation" in particular can 

discussed.

The Responsibility To Protect 
Report

st

In Larger Freedom

In Larger Freedom presented proposals 

Till Kötter

"[Civil society actors'] 
active engagement among 
states and international 
organizations allow them to 
help close a gap between the 
progress from a top-down 
human security approach 
and actual results on the 
ground."
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The
Barcelona Strategy proposes a very narrow 

security as a political leitmotiv. 

in its program ASEAN Vision 2020.
As it seems, international and regional actors 

local level and its capacity to respond to individual 

security strongly relies on 

persecution and protect victims. 

Focus Point

"The United Nations still 
fails to incorporate human 
security as an official 
leitmotiv for policy action."
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As seen earlier, civil society actors are 

actors generate insecurity as well? 

AN AMBIGUOUS FORCE: WILL CIVIL SOCIETY

NECESSARILY FURTHER HUMAN SECURITY?

cultural and political traditions and state and 

and cooperation among people in a population. 

community groups. 

cultivating civic

civility
power is mediated by constitutionalising relations 

state (parliamentary institutions, policy dialogue, 

or outline a common goal. 
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can play a crucial role, 

government.

constructing democracy, 
it can also be crucial to 

or war. Many individuals 
will engage in violence 

exclusionary ideologies based on intolerance, 

unwilling to address structural problems related 

agenda, determining 

some international NGO 

Western partners to assume a dominant voice and 

on national policy undermine democratic 

independence, advocacy, standards, rules and 
operational solidarity. "Only by undergoing 

Focus Point

"Even though civil society is a 
potential force for stabilising or 
even constructing democracy, 
it can also be crucial to the 
escalation of a conflict or war."
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PARTICIPATIVE SECURITY: HOW CAN CIVIL SOCIETY

FOSTER HUMAN SECURITY?

PROTECTION

be crucial to early warnings, early responses and 

society actors bring to international or regional 

local groups 

implement civil society actors as complementary 

CSOs can never completely replace international 
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easily as local." 

leitmotiv. Direct CSO engagement or counsel 

PREVENTION

regional political and cultural dynamics, greater 
capacity to analyse local developments, and are 

society actors can play an important role in two 

appropriate international and governmental actors 

intergovernmental agencies on a regional level. 
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local monitors 

collaboration and coordination. As a result, an 

be conceptually, strategically and operationally 

between civil society and intergovernmental 

civil society led process to generate a new 
international consensus on peace building and 

report In larger Freedom
civil society participation. In July 2005, GPPAC 

EMPOWERMENT

order to empower people? 
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media attention and access 
to national governments and 
international organisations. 

ideology, economic interest 
or religion" but is solely 

members, supporters and subscribers in over 150 

on CSOs, states and international organisations. 

and independent ICC." 

International Criminal Court 

standards.

security as a binding political leitmotiv among 
international organisations. 

CONCLUSION

national and international policy strictly depends 

Focus Point

"States and international 

to open, to provide and to 

civil society can engage and 

security."
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organisations. 

states and international organisations to respect 

international organisations to act or cooperatively 

engagement, and especially NGO activities still 

it concerns. 
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