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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 
• Heavy precipitation are causing floods and damages in western 

departments and Oriental lowlands 
• Satellite images indicate good growing conditions of crops in 

major farming areas 
• High yellow maize prices affect performance of poultry sector 

Heavy rainfall affect mainly Oriental lowlands and 
La Paz department 
Since the beginning of the rainy season in November, heavy 
precipitations in the highlands have caused flooding in western 
departments and in Oriental lowlands. Due to persistent rainfall during 
the last two months, a red alert was declared in the departments of 
Chochabamba, Santa Cruz, Beni and La Paz. Official sources from the 
Vice-Ministry of Civil Defence have released preliminary figures which 
point to a total number of 45 000 affected people. 

Rice and maize planting operations delayed by 
heavy precipitation 
Planting of the 2009/10 rice crop was completed in February (?) with 
some delay due to heavy rainfall that hampered sowing operations. In 
addition, approximately 5 percent of the total planted area was lost and 
re-sowing operations were needed. 
 
Harvesting of summer maize crop is underway. Despite some localized 
losses due to the heavy precipitation of recent weeks, satellite images 
covering the major cropping departments of Santa Cruz, Cochabamba, 
Chuquisaca and Tarija indicate a normal vegetation activity which could 
translate into good average yields. 

In Santa Cruz yellow maize price is almost back to 
record level of 2009 
Since November 2009, yellow maize prices have been constantly 
increasing, especially in the major market of Santa Cruz, where they 
are currently only 15 percent lower than the record level of January 
2008. The high price of yellow maize is increasing production costs of 
poultry meat. On the 24th February 2010, temporary bans on maize and 
sorghum export were set by the Bolivian government with the intent to 
guarantee domestic supply and to lower prices.  
 
On the contrary, wholesale prices of wheat flour in the market of La Paz 
are showing a stable pattern since the beginning of 2009 and current 
quotations are more than 40 percent below the peak level of 2008. The 
good performance of the 2009 wheat production as well as 
governmental interventions, such as the lifting of import bans on wheat 
flour, have helped maintaining a constant price level. However, the 
country is still highly dependent on wheat imports which, for marketing 
year 2009/10, are forecast at average 390 000 tonnes.  
 
Rice prices have been declining during the last quarter and are 
currently 27 percent below prices of March 2008. 
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