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Bi-Monthly update, 30 January 2006 
 
REGIONAL OVERVIEW 
 
Most parts of the region have 
received good rains, allowing for 
some cautious optimism with 
regards to the humanitarian 
situation in the region. However, 
heavy rains in some parts have led 
to floods, water logging and 
saturation of soils. Flooding has 
been reported across the Zambezi 
River Basin, affecting parts of 
Namibia, Zambia, Zimbabwe and 
Mozambique. Flooding has also 
been reported on some smaller 
rivers, such as the Shire, the Nyamazire and the Lalanje rivers in Malawi and the 
Save and Pungue rivers in Mozambique. Rainfall in Lesotho and Swaziland has 
been below normal during the first half of the season but improved significantly 
over the last two weeks.  
 
Army worms have been reported in Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe. According to the Ministry of Agriculture in Malawi, roughly 27,500 
hectares have been affected countrywide and 2,600 hectares of maize have been 
completely destroyed. In Zambia Western and Southern Province have been 
affected, but FAO reported that the pests are now under control. In Namibia 
Omaheke region (bordering Botswana) is most affected. Zimbabwe and 
Mozambique also reported attacks by armyworms but the damage is still to be 
assessed.  
 

UNICEF, through its Humanitarian Action 
Report 2006 issued on 23 January, is 
requesting a total of US$ 72,158,815 for 
humanitarian interventions in Angola, Malawi, 
Madagascar, Mozambique, Swaziland, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. The funds requested 
for Malawi and Zimbabwe fall within the 
Consolidated Appeal framework. In Angola, 
the organisation plans to undertake activities 
in the areas of health and nutrition, water and 
sanitation, education, child protection and 
HIV/AIDS. In Malawi, most activities centre on 

                                                      
1 RIACSO is a partnership comprising of regional offices of UN Agencies and key NGOs that are part of 
the Inter Agency Standing Committee (IASC). RIACSO supports the UN Secretary General’s Special 
Envoy for Humanitarian Needs in Southern Africa, Mr. James Morris, in his mandate to raise awareness 
of the situation in the region and provide recommendations regarding the response.   

Country Amount 
Angola 10,000,000
Malawi 13,000,000
Madagascar 
Mozambique 

7,250,000 
7,312,000

Swaziland 4,145,000
Zambia  6,688,000
Zimbabwe  23,763,815
Total 72,158,815
UNICEF emergency requirements 
for the southern Africa region  

WFP food distribution in Zimbabwe  
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 
● Regional: Good rains are 
allowing for some cautious 
optimism with regards to the 
humanitarian situation in the 
region. However, floods, 
armyworm and under 
funding of humanitarian and 
recovery interventions are 
hampering the recovery. 
The Special Envoy for 
Humanitarian Needs in 
southern Africa, James 
Morris, will be visiting the 
region for the sixth time to 
review the response to date 
and the way forward.   
 
● Zimbabwe: Despite good 
rains, prospects for the next 
harvest are not 
encouraging. A survey 
carried out by WFP showed 
that communities are 
experiencing difficulties in 
accessing maize through 
local markets because of 
availability problems. The 
cholera outbreak around 
Harare has not yet been 
brought under control.  
  
● Mozambique: Central 
Mozambique remains on 
alert for flooding, although 
according to the 
Mozambique National 
Water Directorate (DNA), 
the water levels of the 
upper Zambezi River have 
begun to decline. 
Meanwhile, government 
and aid agencies are 
stepping up disaster 
preparedness and response 
programmes. The INGC 
presented the country’s 
2006 National Contingency 
Plan. According to this plan, 
more than 3 million people 
could be at risk of floods, 
cyclones and drought – an 
increase of 13% compared 
to last year. 
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emergency nutritional support. In Mozambique, activities are concentrated on 
health and nutrition, water and sanitation, education and child protection. In 
Madagascar, activities will focus on reducing levels of acute malnutrition. In 
Swaziland, interventions mainly aim at child protection and education. In Zambia 
almost 50% of the funds requested are for emergency interventions in education. 
The rest is for health and nutrition, water and sanitation and child protection. In 
Zimbabwe, the bulk of the money is requested for health and nutrition. Other areas 
of focus are water and sanitation, education, child protection and HIV/AIDS.     
 
The Special Envoy for Humanitarian Needs in southern Africa, Mr. James Morris, 
will be visiting the region for the sixth time from 31 January to 4 February. The 
objective of his visit is to review the acute humanitarian crisis affecting the region 
and the international community’s response to it; to look at how governments and 
the international community are addressing the more chronic “triple threat” crisis; 
and to examine the UN’s own response and focus on ways to ensure maximum 
effectiveness of the UN system in southern Africa. To this effect, the SE will be 
visiting Mozambique and Malawi and spend one day in Johannesburg. In 
Johannesburg, the SE will also meet with the DfID Director of the Division for the 
UN, Conflict & Humanitarian Affairs, Mr. Jim Drummond.  
 

Mozambique  31 Jan – 1 Feb  
Johannesburg  2 Feb  
Malawi  3 Feb – 4 Feb  

 
COUNTRY SPECIFIC HIGHLIGHTS 
 

  Zimbabwe: Despite good rains, prospects for the current harvest are not 
encouraging due to limited planting, insufficient agricultural inputs and shortages of 
tillage capacity as well as production setbacks such as infestation by army worm 
and flooding. Pesticides to control the army worm situation are reportedly in short 
supply and foreign currency is being sought to import the required commodity from 
neighbouring countries.  
 
A survey carried out by WFP showed that communities are experiencing difficulties 
in accessing maize through local markets because of availability problems. In 
January, WFP provided food to 4.4 million people in 37 districts. The organisation 
is also reaching about 900,000 children in 16 districts through school feeding and 
home based care activities. Towards the end of January WFP will expand its 
school feeding programme to cover schools in Bulawayo city.  
 
New cases of cholera continue to be reported in and around Harare. The situation 
is being compounded by the city’s water availability problems. The government has 
distributed chlorine tablets to contain the disease outbreak.    
 

 Mozambique:  Central Mozambique remains on alert after localized floods in 
the lower Zambezi valley worsened over the past two weeks. The situation is being 
closely monitored. A multi-sector team, headed by Paulo Zucula, director of the 
National Disaster Management Institute (INGC), over flew the affected areas of the 
lower Zambezi on Sunday 22 January to assess the damage. Subsequently, INGC 
organized an assessment of the needs of some 15,000 flood affected people in 
Sofala Province. The national vulnerability assessment committee is planning an 
assessment of the damage to crops. The authorities have urged people living in 
flood prone areas to move to higher ground.  
 
Meanwhile, government and aid agencies are stepping up disaster preparedness 
and response programmes. WFP is assisting some 1,900 evacuated people and 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 
● Malawi: Despite 
agricultural losses due to 
flooding and armyworm, 
crops seem to be doing well 
and, without further major 
upsets, a good production is 
foreseen. The response to 
flood affected people is well 
underway. Cholera however 
continues to be a major 
problem. A response is 
being implemented. The 
lack of transport, blockages 
of transport corridors, and 
poor performance of some 
of the main food suppliers 
continue to create major 
challenges in getting food 
commodities into Malawi.  
 
● Zambia: Generally good 
rains have raised hopes for 
a good harvest in April. 
Meanwhile, WFP continues 
to provide food assistance 
to 1.1 million people in 
drought affected areas of 
the country. Due to limited 
funding support, rations for 
refugees have been 
reduced. 
  
● Madagascar: A moderate 
tropical storm, Boloetse, 
developed over the Indian 
Ocean between La Réunion 
and Madagascar, causing 
heavy rains. The storm is 
now over the Mozambican 
channel. A UNICEF 
nutritional assessment in 
Vangaindrano district found 
global acute malnutrition 
rates of 20.4%, which is far 
above the alert threshold of 
10 – 15%. A mortality 
survey in the same area 
found under five mortality 
rates of 1.02 per 10,000 
children per day, which 
reaches the alert threshold.  
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UNICEF has assisted the National Water Directorate with funds for water drainage. 
UNICEF is also assisting with cholera response training and cholera treatment 
centres are being set up. The Mozambique Red Cross is assisting with non-food 
and shelter items. Finally, there are plans to expand existing relief operations to 
include some of the flood affected people. 
 
According to the Mozambique National Water Directorate (DNA), the water levels 
of the upper Zambezi River have begun to decline. The amount of water entering 
the Cahora Bassa Lake from further upstream has decreased, which made it 
possible to reduce the discharge from the dam to 1500 cubic metres a second, the 
minimum required to generate electricity. This development is expected to have a 
positive impact on water levels of the lower Zambezi River. The Pungue River 
however has continued to rise, although levels have remained slightly under alert 
thresholds. The rivers in the south of the country currently pose no threat. On the 
contrary, the gradual fall in water levels in the Limpopo could lead to insufficient 
water supply for the Limpopo valley irrigation schemes.  
 
On the 18th of January the INGC presented the country’s 2006 National 
Contingency Plan. According to the INGC, the total number of people potentially at 
risk of floods in 2006 is estimated at 780,098; for drought at 1,128,543; and for 
cyclones at 1,242,060. Compared to the country’s contingency plan for 2005, the 
total number identified as “at risk” increased with 13%.  
 

 Malawi: Despite agricultural losses due to flooding in the south, crops in the rest 
of the country seem to be doing well and, without any major upsets, a good 
production is foreseen. Estimates forecast a near doubling of yield as compared to 
last year: from 1.3 million to 2-2.5 million. However, an outbreak of army worms is 
reported in several districts, which may affect production. According to the Ministry 
of Agriculture in Malawi, roughly 27,500 hectares have been affected countrywide 
and 2,600 hectares of maize have been completely destroyed. The army worm 
attack occurred in the following districts: Lilongwe, Dedza, Ntcheu, Kasungu, 
Ntchisi, Salima and Nkhotakoka in the Central Region; Phalombe, Chiradzulu, 
Mulanje, Blantyre, Machinga, Zomba, Chikwawa, Nsanje, Neno, Balaka in the 
Southern Region; and Karonga and Chitipa in the north. Government has provided 
sumicidin to all affected areas in an effort to control the outbreak and distributed 
donated maize seeds for replanting.  
 
The response to flood affected people is well underway. New assessments in 
southern Malawi indicate that some 35,576 households have been affected. In total 
9,824 hectares of crop fields were damaged in the districts of Chikwawa and 
Nsanje.  Government has responded to the needs of the flood affected 
communities by providing 6 MT of the hybrid maize seed donated by Monsanto 
Malawi Limited to Chikwawa District, and food and non-food relief items to a 1,000 
households in Nsanje and 1,000 households in Chikwawa. In addition, UNICEF 
has made 600 survival kits available to Government for immediate distribution, 
each containing two blankets, two mosquito nets, two tarpaulins, a jerry can, soap, 
three bottles of water guard, and cooking utensils and pots. UNICEF continues to 
provide non-food relief items up to a total of 3,000 households through 
Government. WFP is providing food assistance, but reported that most of the 
affected people were already on their food distribution list. Those that were not 
have been added. A number of NGO’s are also contributing. Danchurch Aid is 
distributing non-food relief items to 1,300 households in Chikwawa and 1,200 
households in Nsanje, respectively. The items are similar to those provided by 
Government, but include tents for temporary shelter. Likewise, Malawi Red Cross 
Society is planning to assist approximately 2,500 households in Nsanje, Chikwawa 
and Mangochi covering shelter needs, and water and sanitation, including material 
for provisional latrines. UNICEF will shortly commence the rehabilitation of 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 
● Lesotho: Cumulative 
rainfall in the first half of the 
season (September to 
December) has been below 
normal. However, the last 
two weeks of January saw a 
significant improvement.  
 
● Swaziland: Cumulative 
rainfall so far has been 
below 75% of normal 
rainfall. However, the last 
two weeks of January saw a 
turn for the better. 
 
● Namibia: Namibia has 
also been affected by army 
worm. The Ministry has 
expressed concern about 
the situation, as the country 
currently does not have 
adequate pesticides to 
combat the situation. The 
Ministry of Gender Equality 
and Child Welfare, in 
collaboration with UNICEF 
and other partners, is 
organising the first regional 
conference on Orphans and 
Vulnerable Children (OVC) 
in Caprivi from 8 to 10 
February 2006. From the 
beginning of January WFP 
has strengthened its 
support to 111,000 OVCs. 
 
● Angola: Cereal 
production has been 
growing in Angola since the 
end of the war. Recent 
surveys indicate an 
increase in area planted 
and a likely increase in 
production. 
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damaged water installations and sanitation facilities in the affected area through 
the NGO partners World Vision and Fresh Water. Repairs to nine schools in the 
districts of Nsanje, Chikwawa, Thyolo and Mulanje will also be carried out. 
 
WFP also paid a visit to Nsanje district where a number of flood affected 
households from Mozambique have settled. Initial reports indicate that an 
estimated 500 households might be in need of assistance.  
 
The lack of transport, blockages of transport corridors, and poor performance of 
some of the main food suppliers continue to create major challenges in getting food 
commodities into Malawi. The Government food voucher scheme intends to reduce 
the distribution of pulses to 5 kg in the February distribution, due to short supply. 
The shortage of supplies in February is unfortunate, as it is at the peak of the 
hungry season. Additionally, the Government voucher scheme may face a serious 
pipeline break in cereals in the month of March, unless new donations are made 
immediately.  
 
Cholera continues to be a major problem. In the period 9 to 15 January, 2006, a 
total of 163 cases of suspected cholera and 5 deaths were reported by the Ministry 
of Health. Most cases were reported in urban Blantyre (81 suspected new cases). 
The situation is especially worrisome in unplanned settlements, where water 
supplies are limited. Sanitary and water quality testing in Zomba and Dowa districts 
indicated 50% and 52% water contamination respectively at household level.  
 
UNICEF is working with the authorities on water and sanitation issues in order to 
halt the spread of the disease. WHO is providing cholera medical supplies to the 
Ministry of Health and supporting internet connectivity in Blantyre, Mangochi and 
Balaka to enhance timely reporting on communicable diseases. Household water 
chlorination was conducted in 64 villages in the earlier affected Dedza district. 
Following a request by UNICEF, WFP agreed to provide a one month food ration to 
cholera patients in the flood affected districts of Blantyre, Mangochi, Balaka, Dedza 
and Machinga.   
 

 Zambia: Generally good rains have raised hopes for a good harvest. However, 
small stretches along the Zambezi in Sesheke District (Western Province) have 
experienced flooding and crop loss, although the damage is localized and the 
situation is under control. The district has also been affected by army worm, as 
have Namwala and Livingstone districts in Southern Province. Here also, the 
damage is manageable and, according to FAO, the pests are under control. Lastly, 
the Locust Control Organisation in Ndola, Zambia, informed that the reported 
sighting of locust in Namwala proved incorrect.    
 
Due to animal diseases such as East Coast Fever (ECF) there is a shortage of 
draught power in Southern, Western and Eastern Province. The animal population 
has declined since 1990 from one million head of cattle to a current population of 
500,000. This represents a loss of US$ 29 million.  
 
WFP continues to provide food assistance to 1.1 million people in drought affected 
areas of the country. Due to limited funding support, rations for refugees have been 
reduced. As yet no new contributions have been received for the refugee 
programme. 
 

 Madagascar: A moderate tropical storm, Boloetse, developed over the Indian 
Ocean between La Réunion and Madagascar. It slowly moved across Madagascar 
and is now in the Mozambican channel. Climatic conditions associated to this 
storm have caused heavy rains in Mauritius and south and western Madagascar. 
The meteorological services in Mauritius reported 100 mm between Monday 23 

IASC PARTNERS 
 
● OXFAM: OXFAM has 
been assisting 13,500 
families in Zambia and 
6,000 families in Malawi 
with emergency cash 
transfers. Monitoring shows 
that households spend 
some 88% of the cash on 
food and the remainder on 
agricultural inputs, 
healthcare and paraffin. 
 
● IFRC: The International 
Federation of the Red 
Cross announced that its 
appeal for emergency 
assistance for US$ 30 
million to provide food for 
12 million people in 
southern Africa has so far 
only been funded for 20%. 
 
● SCF: It is estimated that 
over one million children in 
Mozambique between 6 
and 11 years old, the 
majority of them girls, are 
still not in school. In order to 
address this problem Save 
the Children (UK) in 
Mozambique is supporting 
school enrolment through 
organizing and supporting a 
series of “education fairs” in 
Zambezia Province. 
 
COORDINATION 
 
● Avian flu: FAO is 
preparing for a regional 
meeting on avian influenza 
on 28 February 2006, 
bringing together animal 
and human health 
specialists. 
 
● VAC training: the 
Regional Vulnerability 
Assessment Committee 
(RVAC) is planning to 
organize an integrated 
thematic training for 
national VAC teams from 
Monday 27 February to 
Friday 3 March. 
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January and Tuesday 24 January, which prompted the authorities to close the 
schools for Tuesday. The situation is expected to improve during the next days as 
the depression is moving further to the west. WFP and cooperating partners have 
pre-positioned food in cyclone and flood prone areas on the east and west coast.  
 
A UNICEF nutritional assessment among 1,012 children from 6 to 59 months in 
Vangaindrano district, assessed for weight for height, found global acute 
malnutrition rates of 20.4%, which is far above the alert threshold of 10 – 15%. 
Severe acute malnutrition was found to be at 2.1%, which is also above the alert 
threshold of 2%. In response to the situation, two emergency nutritional operations 
are ongoing in Vangaindrano and Manantenina provinces.  Distributions are being 
implemented by cooperating partners and currently target 7,800 households and 
approximately 5,600 malnourished children. 
 
A mortality survey among 4,670 residents in the same district showed a crude 
mortality rate of 0.55 per 10,000 people per day, which is below the alert threshold. 
Under 5 mortality however was found to be at 1.02 per 10,000 children per day, 
which reaches the alert threshold of 1 per 10,000 children per day. 
 

 Lesotho: Cumulative rainfall in the first half of the season (September to 
December) has been below normal with the exception of Mokhotlong district in the 
east and Moshoeshoe in Maseru district. However, the country saw a significant 
improvement in rainfall in the last two weeks of January. Should the improved rains 
continue until March, there is a possibility that the 2004/05 harvest will be met or 
exceeded.   
 

 Swaziland: Swaziland also received poor rains during the first half of the 
season. Cumulative rainfall so far has been below 75% of normal rainfall. However, 
the last two weeks of January saw a turn for the better. Ministry of Agriculture 
officials and extension officers have advised farmers to plant early-maturing and 
drought-tolerant varieties of crops, such as legumes. These include peas, beans, 
cassava, sweet potatoes and sorghum. They have discouraged farmers from 
growing maize, unless they plant varieties that take only 90 days to mature. Maize 
production in Swaziland is on a long-term decline. The government’s maize 
production forecast in December stood at 67,000 tonnes, a decrease of 10% 
compared to last season’s outcome.    
 

 Namibia:  Namibia has also been affected by army worm. So far the most 
affected area is Omaheke region (bordering Botswana). The Ministry of Agriculture 
has conducted an assessment. A report is expected shortly. The Ministry has 
expressed concern about the situation, as the country currently does not have 
adequate pesticides to combat the worms. 
 
The Ministry of Gender Equality and Child Welfare, in collaboration with UNICEF 
and other partners, is organising the first regional conference on Orphans and 
Vulnerable Children (OVC) in Caprivi from 8 to 10 February 2006. The mains 
objectives of the conference are to introduce the National Policy on OVCs, to 
reassess priorities for OVCs, to discuss practical ways of accessing essential 
services and support for OVC and their caregivers and learn from the community 
strength to assist in improving the quality of life of OVC. Finally, the conference will 
provide children with an opportunity to access information and to express their 
views and opinions regarding care and support of OVCs. 
 
From the beginning of January WFP has strengthened its support to 111,000 
OVCs who are affected by both chronic food insecurity and the disintegration of 
family and community life caused by the HIV/AIDS epidemic 

 
● SADC: The Swedish 
Government has entered 
into a cooperation 
agreement with the 
Southern African 
Development Community 
(SADC) to HELP strengthen 
SADC as a regional actor. 
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 Angola: Cereal production has been growing in Angola since the end of the 

war. Recent surveys indicate an increase in area planted and a likely increase in 
production. Poor infrastructure and marketing possibilities remain obstacles to 
agricultural production.  
 
IASC PARTNERS SPECIFIC HIGHLIGHTS 
 
OXFAM reports positive results with cash transfers 
In some areas OXFAM has been responding to the food crisis with emergency 
cash transfers instead of food aid. Some 13,500 households in Zambia and 6,000 
in Malawi are benefiting from these schemes. In Zambia OXFAM was able to 
outsource the transport of the cash to the distribution points in the communities to 
Standard Bank, who in turn subcontracted a security firm. In Malawi OXFAM 
remained responsible for the cash distribution process, using local policemen for 
security.  
 
Monitoring results of the cash transfer pilots show that households spend some 
88% of the cash on food and the remainder on agricultural inputs, healthcare and 
paraffin. Monitoring also found that the transfers appear to be having a positive 
impact on dietary diversity, that money was mostly managed by women and that 
very little sharing of cash took place. Sharing of food, bought with the cash, did 
take place.  
 
Oxfam has had a strong presence in Southern Africa for more than 25 years and is 
currently running humanitarian programmes in Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe and 
Mozambique. In total they are reaching more than half a million people. The 
organization has also been providing support in the areas of food assistance, 
agricultural inputs, livestock, HIV/AIDS, public health, nutrition, water and sanitation 
and irrigation.  
 
IFRC concerned about slow response to the southern Africa appeal  
The International Federation of the Red Cross announced that its appeal for 
emergency assistance for US$ 30 million to provide food for 12 million people in 
southern Africa has so far only been funded for 20%. The appeal covers needs in 
Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 
Despite the funding shortfall, the organization has moved ahead with its food 
distribution programmes based on the funding received.  
 
SC(UK) organises education fairs in Mozambique  
It is estimated that over one million children in Mozambique between 6 and 11 
years old, the majority of them girls, are still not in school. According to the 
Government of Mozambique when launching its 5-year plan in 2005, the high rate 
of illiteracy among the population is a key factor in perpetuating poverty.  
  
Data shows that the major challenge for all school aged Mozambican children is no 
longer their initial enrolment but their progress through the school system. For 
every 100 children enrolled in the first year only 12 reach grade 7. For orphans and 
vulnerable children this problem is particularly acute, with many of them failing to 
attend for a sufficient period of time so as to benefit from the education system. 
Information provided by children, parents and other guardians shows that their 
inability to afford school materials, such as books, pens, exercise books, clothes 
and shoes is one of the most important barriers to keep children in school.  
  
In order to address this problem Save the Children (UK) in Mozambique is 
supporting school enrolment through organizing and supporting a series of 

EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

Date Event 
31 Jan – 4 
Feb  

Mozambique, 
Malawi, 
Johannesburg: 6th 
SE mission  

7 – 8 Feb 
(TBC) 

Zimbabwe: 
Contingency 
planning meeting 
for natural disasters 

8-10 Feb Namibia: Regional 
OVC meeting, 
Caprivi Strip  

9 Feb Johannesburg: 
RIACSO meeting + 
attached bird flu 
task force meeting 

23 Feb  Johannesburg: 
RIACSO meeting + 
attached Inter 
Agency advocacy 
meeting (TBC) 

27 Feb – 3 
March  

Johannesburg: 
VAC training  

28 Feb – 1 
March 

Johannesburg: 
Regional meeting 
on Avian Influenza 

 

Participation in meetings 
is on the basis of invitation 

only 
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“education fairs” in Zambezia Province. During the five fairs that will take place 
between the 25th and 27th of January, the most vulnerable children in a selection 
of communities in Morrumbala and Mopeia districts will receive vouchers from 
Save the Children to purchase school materials, clothes and footwear so as to 
support their continued attendance at school over the course of the year. The 
school fairs will be run on the same principles as agricultural fairs, which have been 
tested in several parts of Mozambique in recent years. The idea is that if children 
and parents are given a choice in terms of prioritising what they need in terms of 
materials to keep them in school, their commitment to continuing education will be 
increased. At the same time this voucher system will also benefit local suppliers of 
school goods in these areas, who will cash their vouchers with Save the Children 
(UK) and receive their money from the sale of their products. 
 
3,500 children will benefit from the project. They have already been identified by 
their communities as the most vulnerable children in the areas selected. SC(UK) 
will closely monitor the enrolment and retention of these children during the school 
year.  
 
COORDINATION 
 
FAO prepares for regional meeting on avian influenza  
FAO is preparing for a regional meeting on avian influenza on 28 February and 1 
March 2006, bringing together animal and human health specialists. The purpose 
of the meeting is to evaluate the risk of SADC countries contracting avian 
influenza; assess SADC countries’ preparedness for AI outbreaks; assess 
surveillance mechanisms in place and improvements needed; and define 
assistance needed for avian influenza surveillance and control in the participating 
SADC countries.  
 
Training for NVACs in preparation for the May vulnerability assessments  
In response to a request for additional training prior to the next round of 
assessments, the Regional Vulnerability Assessment Committee (RVAC) is 
planning to organize an integrated thematic training for national VAC teams from 
Monday 27 February to Friday 3 March. Based on requirements expressed by the 
NVACs, the training is expected to address gaps in the following thematic areas or 
topics: GIS and spatial analysis, market analysis, health and nutrition, analysis of 
household data from secondary sources, and use of FEWSNET integrated 
spreadsheet.  
 
Sweden provides support to SADC   
The Swedish Government has entered into a cooperation agreement with the 
Southern African Development Community (SADC) to support a series of regional 
initiatives in southern Africa to strengthen SADC as a regional actor. The 
agreement covers measures in areas such as conflict management, peace and 
security, human rights and democracy, economic integration, and support to the 
new SADC strategy for the fight against HIV/AIDS. 
 
 
 
 

 
Contributions for the next 

RIACSO Bulletin: 
 

Inputs for the next Bulletin 
are due by  

Monday 6 February 2006 
 

Contributions can be sent 
to: 

waaijman@un.org 
tonglet@un.org 

 


