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he year 2010 has been an emotional and eventful one in Central 
Africa. The Burundi elections confirmed President Nkurunziza in 
power somewhere down the road the opposition disappeared. This  

creates a risk that the country will fall back into conflict and into a one party 
system, something which would drift the country away from its main 
challenge: fighting poverty in a context of good governance. The DRC 
celebrated its 50th Anniversary. The Head of State capitalised on it as a 
platform to launch his bid for re-election which he hopes to organise in 
circumstances as tightly controlled as possible. However, the institutions of 
the Third Republic are not yet running smoothly and the government has not 
succeeded in stopping the process of disintegration in the east. In Rwanda, 
the re-election of Kagame has taken an unexpected turn. The coronation 
which he expected has been disturbed not only by a really antagonistic 
opposition but especially by the fact that people who have long been part of 
the intimate circle of power have turned against him. General Kayumba’s 
flight has created a magnet to which the various elements of discontent can 
be attracted. Suddenly, instead of being the backbone of the regime, the 
army has become its Achilles heel. Simultaneously in all three countries we 
are seeing the democratisation process losing credibility with grave 
repercussions on security. In August I visited eastern Congo in order better 
to understand how far the opposition to Kagame by the dissident generals 
was affecting the politico-military scene there. I spoke with a large number 
of political and military personalities, with friends in civil society and with 
key officials in international bodies. My conclusion is that Kayumba, 
actively aided by Museveni, is trying to make alliances with groups that 
could be mobilised against the Rwandan regime: for example the section of 
the CNDP which has remained loyal to Nkunda and has never come to terms 
with his arrest; or the FRF; by all account the FPLC; some Mai Mai groups; 
even part of the FDLR. People whom Agathon Rwasa is trying to mobilise, 
not only in FNL circles but also among discontents from the Burundi army 
are also targeted as potential allies. However, I reckon that this process has 
not got very far and that it is not likely that an anti-Kagame alliance will be 
operational in the short term. Rather I have the impression that Kayumba is 
trying to establish a rear base in the Congo in the medium term. In this 
context a new joint military operation by Rwanda and the Congo, whether 
open or concealed, whether it is called Umoja Wetu 2 or otherwise, will do 
nothing for regional stability. It would have the same negative impact that all 
the other military operations since January 2009 have had: it would scatter 
and radicalise the armed groups on the ground. It would harm the civilian 
population and destroy the chance to find a negotiated path to voluntary 
demobilisation. It would make no contribution to lasting peace. It would 
amount to a Machiavellian strategy where Kagame would help Kabila 
establish some kind of control over eastern Congo while Kabila would allow 
Kagame to dismantle anything in the Kivus organised against him. The key 
to success is not to be found through military operations but through 
dialogue and inclusiveness. 
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Summary of events    July-August 
 

 Great Lakes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Attacks in Kampala and reactions  
 
On 11 July in the evening, a restaurant and a sports club in 
the Ugandan capital Kampala were attacked with bombs 
by members of the Somali Islamist group, Al-Shabaab.  
This movement claimed that it was responsible for this 
double attack which killed 76 and injured an almost equal 
number.  The explosions occurred when both places were 
crowded with people watching the broadcast of the World 
Cup final which was being played in South Africa.  
According to Al Shabaab, which has threatened further 
attacks in Uganda and Burundi, the aim of this attack was 
to force these two countries to withdraw their contingents 
from the African Union peacekeeping force in Somalia 
(AMISOM) against which they have been fighting for 
several years. A week later the Uganda police announced 
that they had arrested 32 persons among whom were 
several Pakistanis. On its part, Burundi, which has taken a 
series of security measures at all the sensitive places in the 
country (especially the airport and embassies), announced 
on 15 July that it had arrested a Somali who had been 
seeking asylum since 2004. He is suspected of 
collaborating with al-Shabaab. 
Rather than giving in to threats, the Uganda and Burundi 
governments decided to increase the number of their 
soldiers taking part in AMISOM, asking also for its 
mission to be changed. Thus it would no longer only 
protect civilians and defend itself if attacked but would 
also “go on the offensive and pursue the attackers in all the 
neighbourhoods”. The two countries were given the 
support of the Heads of State gathered in Kampala. The 
summit, which was originally to have been devoted to 
maternal and infantile mortality in Africa, instead 
concentrated on these attacks and on the International 
Criminal Court’s arrest warrant served on the Sudanese 
president al-Bashir to whose arrest the African Heads of 
State had already shown their opposition. (jn) 
 

 African land purchased to run cars in 
Western countries  

 
According to a report published by the NGO, Friends of 
the Earth Europe, in June 2010, 4.5 million hectares of 
African land has been taken over by developed countries 
for the production of biofuels, an example being jatropha, 
a bush which produces fuel. For example in Tanzania,  a 
thousand small rice farmers were expelled from their land 
to allow sugar cane (a source of fuel) to be planted. In 
Mozambique, over 183.000 hectares are earmarked for 
jatropha and in the DRC an Italian company is proposing 
to plant 70.000 hectares of oil palms.  For Christian Berdot 
of the biofuel campaign of Friends of the Earth France «It 
is revolting to see European companies swooping down on 
Africa like a cloud of locusts, confiscating millions of 
hectares from communities which are already deprived,  

 with the sole aim of running cars and lorries in 
Europe. Biofuels are a tragic illustration of European 
over-consumption of  the world’s resources. ». The 
countries whose multinational companies are 
pinpointed in the report are in particular Switzerland, 
Italy, Norway, Israël, Spain, Belgium, Japan, 
Germany, Canada, the UK, Portugal and Ukraine. (jn) 
 

 New UNESCO World Heritage sites 
 
Pana reports (04/08/2010) that the meeting of the 
World Heritage Committee  which ended on 3 August 
2010 in Brasilia has added the conservation area of  
Ngorongoro Crater in Tanzania to the list of World 
Heritage sites.  The committee’s decision was 
motivated by the extraordinary evidence of human 
evolution at this site which is a wide expanse of land 
stretching from Serengeti National Park in the north 
west of Tanzania to the eastern part of the Great Rift 
Valley. Archeological research in this area has led to a 
series of discoveries which provide proof of human 
evolution over almost four million years.  In addition 
the committee announced that the Karera Falls and the 
Nyakazu fault, also known as the Faille des 
Allemands, both in Rutana province in the south east 
of Burundi, could soon be added to UNESCO’s World 
Heritage list. At Karera there are four waterfalls 
varying in height from 30 et 60 metres.  The Nyakazu 
fault leads down to the Kumoso depression. It is a 
remarkable feature and historical remains of the 
German fort can still be seen. (jn) 
 

 African Union Mwalimu Nyerere 
Scholarship for the year 2010  

 
In 2007, the African Union proposed a Mwalimu 
Nyerere Scholarship with the aim of helping Africa 
become a continent of peace and prosperity where 
African solutions can be found to African problems 
and Africa can be regarded as being on an equal 
footing with the other continents. The conception of 
the proposal was to give young Africans the chance to 
pursue their studies in African universities and 
reputable higher education institutions in the fields of 
science and technology.  The call for candidates for the 
year 2010 are for Masters and Doctorates. (jn) 
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 DRC  
 Electoral Process Launched  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Independent Electoral Commission (CEI) published a 
communiqué on 9 August 2010 announcing the timetable 
for the electoral process in 2010-2013, starting on 2 
September 2010 and ending on 8 August 2013. The major 
events will be the first round of the presidential elections 
together with the national legislative elections on 27 
November 2011; the second round of the presidential 
elections and the provincial legislative elections on 26 
February 2012; the election of senators by the provincial 
assemblies on 13 June 2012; and the election of governors 
and deputy governors of the provinces by the provincial 
assemblies on 12 July 2012. 
As soon as it was announced this timetable was 
condemned by the opposition parties and by civil society. 
The Union Sacrée pour l’Alternance (USA), claimed that 
the timetable violated article 73 of the Constitution which 
stipulates that «the poll to elect the President of the 
Republic is called by the Independent National Electoral 
Commission ninety days before the end of the outgoing 
President’s term ». For the Voix des Sans Voix (Voice of 
the Voiceless) rather than postponing the urban, municipal 
and local elections to 2012 and 2013 the CEI «should 
instead take account of the delay in organising the 
elections referred to and guarantee, among other things, 
locally based government and above all the independance 
of locally elected officials vis-à-vis the new President to be 
elected in 2011». The Association Africaine de défense des 
Droits de l’Homme (ASADHO) is highly critical, saying 
that «the CEI violates the Constitution in a flagrant 
manner at two levels: by not respecting the constitutional 
time limit and by prolonging the mandate of the President 
of the Republic ».  For its part, the Ligue des Electeurs 
deplores the exclusion of civil society from the CEI, which 
«is a sign that there will be sideslipping and contested 
results during the next elections for the majority and the  
opposition will find it difficult to agree, as in the case of 
the 2006 elections which led to armed confrontation ». The 
National Netwwork of Human Rights NGOs in the DRC 
(RENADHOC) staes that it is « deeply worried by the drift 
which the plans for elections in 2011 are taking». It invites 
the CEI to « cancel its electoral timetable and to leave the 
essental tasks related to the administration of elections in 
2011 to the CENI, which is constitutionally competent ». 
(jn) 
 

Continuing insecurity in Kivu 
 
Despite the military operations Kimia 2 launched in May 
2009 and Amani leo in January 2010 by the Congolese 
army and MONUC to hunt down the FDLR rebels, 
insecurity continues and has even increased in the Kivus.  
During the night of 17-18 July 2010, at the village of 
Mbwavinywa, 27 kilometers west of Kaina, in the south of 
Lubero Territory, the FDLR set alight ten houses.  On this 
same date the presence was reported at Mbwavinya of 
almost 400 displaced families coming from the 
neighbouring villages of Mukeberwa, Muungama and 
Tshamba fleeing from incursions by the same FDLR. 

On 24 July near Walikale, FDLR rebels and Maï Maï 
militia attacked a light aircraft used for transporting 
cassiterite extracted at Bisié to Goma. They had taken 
the Indian co-pilot hostage before releasing him five 
days later. The FDLR and Maï Maï repeated the 
operation against two other aircraft at the same place on 
1 September, holding since then the Ukrainian pilot and 
the Congolese co-pilot of one of the planes. During the 
night of 17-18 August 2010 an attack had even taken 
place against a Monusco camp at the town of Kirumba 
in the south of Lubero Territory. The attack left three 
blue helmets dead and nine wounded, five seriously.  
Radio Okapi reports that at the beginning of this month 
of September all the three main routes linking Walikale 
(300 kilometers NW of Goma) to the cities of Goma, 
Bukavu and Kisangani are subject to insecurity caused 
by armed Maï-Maï groups linking up with the FDLR. 
Attacks, looting, rape and other abuses have been 
reported every day in these areas. The local people are 
terrified. In fact, «the inhabitants some villages in 
North Kivu have got into the habit of spending the night 
in the forest and the day in the village » and they 
change their camping places regularly so as to avoid 
being located. Due to this situation, President Joseph 
Kabila has just suspended mineral exploitation in the 
provinces of North and South Kivu which are under the 
control of armed groups. This measure seems doomed 
to failure since, according to certain sources, 
«clandestine mines are run by members of the rebel 
groups but equally by officers of the regular army 
(Fardc), by former fighters now integrated into the 
army or by Rwandan agents ». (jn) 
 

In Katanga, children are leaving 
school for the mines 

 
According to the Belgian NGO, Group One, which 
fights against children working in mines, hundreds of 
children in Katanga, driven by poverty, are leaving 
school in order to go and work in the mines. Often the 
children want to study but their parents lack the means 
to pay and they encourage their children to go away 
from their school and get work in the mines so as to 
help provide for their family’s needs. In 2009, Group 
One identified 300 such at Kamatanda. It should be 
remembered that in 2006 the International Labour 
Office (ILO) gave an estimate of 30.000 children under 
the age of 18 working in small scale mines in Katanga, 
a province as large as France. Education in Katanga 
suffers from other problems too. The start of the school 
year 2010-2011 is equally uncertain for most of the 
pupils in Shabunda Territory in South Kivu. Around 
11.000 households, amounting to more than 50.000 
people fled from their villages during the recent 
invasions by elements of the FDLR which burned and 
destroyed their houses and schools. (jn) 
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Burundi     Rwanda 
 

Election results and new appointments Kagame’s overwhelming victory 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After a difficult start is some provinces, the legislative 
elections went ahead as planned on 23 July. The only 
parties who completed the formalities and paid the 
required deposit of 500,000 BIF were CNDD-FDD, 
UPRONA and FRODEBU-Nyakuri (of Jean Minani) plus 
one independent (Patrick Hamenyimana). As a result of the 
election, out of the 106 seats, CNDD-FDD won 81 against 
17 for UPRONA, 5 for FRODEBU Nyakuri et 3 for the 
Batwa (Pygmies) by nomination. The outgoing president 
of the assembly, Pie Ntavyohanyuma, was returned. In the 
Senate, CNDD-FDD won 32 of the 34 seats contested, the 
remaining places being filled by the four ex-Presidents of 
the Republic and the co-opted members. The Senate is 
chaired by the former Vice President of the Republic who 
replaces the outgoing president of the Senate.  On 29 
August President Nkurunziza appointed his new 
government of 21 ministers, 11 of which were new 
appointments.  CNDD-FDD has 14 ministries, UPRONA 3 
and FRODEBU Nyakuri 1. Three ministers are non-
political appointments.  The key ministries (Interior, 
Foreign Affairs, Finance and Civil Service) remained in 
the same hands, all members of CNDD-FDD. In these 
newly elected institutions, the percentage of women in the 
communal administration is 23%, in the Senate 46%, in the 
National Assembly 32% and at ministerial level 42% (9 
out of 21). This is a proportion never previously attained. 
While the legislative elections saw a turnout of 66,6% 
(compared with 77% in the presidential), the turnout at the 
colline elections level on 7 September was very poor, 
around 30%. According to civil society this was due to 
several factors such as that the candidates were little 
known, that no awareness raising campaign was permitted 
and the election procedure was very complicated, but there 
were also some flaws in the organisation…and the boycott 
by the opposition parties who had decided to withdraw 
from the electoral process should not be forgotten. (dr) 
 

 Post electoral political scene 
 
The post-electoral political climate is an unhealthy one of 
harassment, arrest, imprisonment and even torture of 
opposition members. This has caused the three main 
leaders of these parties to go into hiding: Agathon Rwasa 
of the Front National de Libération (FNL), who was 
subsequently removed from his post (at the instigation of 
the ruling party); Léonard Nyangoma, president of Conseil 
National pour la Défense de la Démocratie (CNDD) and 
spokesperson of the group of opposition parties (ADC-
Ikibiri); and Alexis Sinduhije, president of the Mouvement 
pour la Solidarité et le Développement (MSD). They 
departed for fear of being arrested, as the government was 
accusing them of constituting a threat to national security. 
Today there are rumours of rebellions being organised 
leading to fears that the country could descend into a new 
civil war.(dr) 
 

 President Paul Kagame was re-elected on 9 August 2010 
with a « Stalinist » score of 93%. The pre-electoral period 
was very turbulent: three opposition parties were in the 
end unable to present their candidates (Victoire Ingabire of 
FDU/Inkingi, Bernard Ntaganda of PSD/Imberakuri and 
Frank Habineza of the Green Party). The three who took 
part and challenged him were: Jean Damascène 
Ntawukuriryayo of the Social democratic Party (PSD), 
Prosper Higiro of the Liberal Party (PL) and Alvera 
Mukabaramba of the Parti du Progrès et de la Concorde 
(PPC) who received 5,15%, 1,37% and 0,4% of the votes 
respectively. All three had supported Kagame in the 2003 
elections and were considered to be allies of the Rwanda  
Patriotic Front (RPF).  The National Electoral Commission 
(NEC) reported a turnout of 97,51% over the country’s 
thirty districts. The final weeks before the elections were 
very violent and included the assassination on 24 June of 
the journalist, Jean-Léonard Rugambage, who worked for 
the independent paper, Umuvugizi (The Spokesman) and 
on 13 July of André Kagwa Rwisereka, Vice President of 
the Green Party. Earlier on 19 June the dissident general,  
Faustin Kayumba Nyamwasa, who had taken refuge in 
South Africa, had been the victim of an attack in the street 
in Johannesburg. Nyamwasa has now left hospital. The 
European Union has praised the smooth running of the 
election while expressing concern at the violence which 
preceded it. On its part the White House also praised the 
running of the election but expressed worry at the 
«disturbing events » during the electoral campaign. (kb) 
 

 LDGL Declaration on the Presidential 
Election 

 
The Ligue des Droits de l’Homme des Grands Lacs 
(LDGL) «considers that in the majority of polling stations 
voting took place in an atmosphere of calm, peacefulness 
and good order. In general, security around the polling 
stations was ensured by the law enforcement agents  ». 
The LDGL «also praises the special attention given to 
pregnant women, handicapped people and  the elderly by 
the electoral officials ». The LDGL nonetheless condemns 
the fact that in some places «the observers were not well 
received by the polling officials and were not able to 
report on their observations as laid down in article 44 of 
the electoral law ». More seriously, «some observers were 
asked to leave the polling stations before the votes were 
counted (At Kimisagara et Katabaro) ». According to the 
LDGL, voting began on time in most places but «at some 
polling stations it started before the time laid down in the 
law. At others ballot papers were not counted before 
polling started ». Most observation reports mention the 
presence of witnesses (at least where there were some) 
without describing who they were, although the observers 
and electoral officials were clearly identifiable. (kb) 
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ADVOCACY ISSUES 
 EurAc Director’s visit to the DRC 

 
In August 2010, the Director of EurAc visited the DRC 
with the aim of understanding more clearly to what extent 
the effect of the dissident generals’ weakening of Kagame 
in Rwanda has repercussions on the political situation in 
eastern Congo. He went to Kinshasa, Goma, Idjwi, Bukavu 
and left the country from Uvira. He talked with a large 
number of members of civil society, Congolese political 
authorities, institutions, international NGOs and armed 
groups.  He is preparing a report which will summarise his 
conclusions and analysis. This report will first be presented 
to EurAc’s board. (kb) 
 

 EurAc Director’s visit to Helsinki 
 
From 13 to 16 September 2010, the Director of EurAc was  
invited by the Finnish NGO, Foundation for Human Rights 
(KIOS), a member of EurAc to speak about the need to 
involve civil society in Rwanda, Burundi and the DRC in 
the process of democratisation.  This was as part of a 
seminar on «Democracy and Human Rights for 
Development», organised by KIOS and other Finnish 
organisations. He also participated in a panel at a 
workshop on the theme, «Global economic structures and 
rights of participation». Beside the seminar he had 
meetings at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs accompanied 
by members of the platform of Finnish NGOs and the 
secretariat of KIOS regarding action to be taken in 
connection with the European Union. (kb) 
 

 Donatella Rostagno’s visits to 
Switzerland and Germany 

 
Invitated by Swiss NGOs, Donatella Rostagno, Policy 
Officer at EurAc, went to Berne on 2 September to take 
part in the Central Africa Platform which brings together 
Swiss NGOs active in the Great Lakes region and the 
Swiss government development cooperation department. 
As in the past, EurAc was invited to throw light on the 
political situation in the region which could provide the 
basic information needed by the Platform in order to plan 
its work over the next six months. At the invitation of 
Eirene Switzerland, Donatella found time to meet 
journalistes from newspapers and from Swiss television 
who wanted to learn about EurAc’s work in the region.  
 
On 8 September, Donatella attended the meeting organized 
by FriEnt, the working group on peace and development to 
which belong the German development NGOs and the 
German government development department. The 
meeting was organised so that the member organisations 
could consult each other on their actions and their work in 
Burundi. After presenting the result of this year’s elections 
in Burundi, EurAc was able to describe its political 
analysis of the period between the elections of 2005 and 
those of 2010 in Burundi and of the challenges facing 

challenges facing the country in this post- electoral 
period.  EurAc is grateful to the Swiss and German 
NGOs for the invitation and wishes them well for their 
work in the coming year.  (dr) 
 

 UN Report on crimes committed in 
the DRC between 1993 and 2003 

 
A draft began to circulate at the end of August 2010 of a 
Report of United Nations experts on war crimes and 
crimes against humanity committed in the east of the 
DRC between 1993 and 2003. This “project mapping” 
marks a step forward in the struggle against impunity, 
since very few of these crimes have been brought to 
trial. One of report’s conclusions is that, during the first 
Congo war (1996-1997), the Rwanda army and the 
Alliance des Forces Démocratiques pour la Libération 
du Congo (AFDL) of Laurent Kabila committed 
systematic acts of violence on a large scale against 
Rwandan Hutus, not only against ex-Forces Armées 
Rwandaises (FAR) and Interahamwe, but also against 
Hutu civilians.  Since the report simply maps the human 
rights violations and is not a judicial enquiry, its authors 
do not consider themselves to be competent to judge 
whether the term «genocide» applies to these acts of 
violence.  The UN researchers nevertheless estimate that 
"the systematic and generalised attacks (against Hutu 
refugees in the DRC) show a number of overwhelming 
elements which, if proved before a competent tribunal. 
could be described as crimes of genocide". In a letter 
addressed to the Secretary general of the UN, Ban Ki-
moon, the Rwandan Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mme 
Louise Mushikiwabo, writes : «Any action taken on the 
basis of this report would oblige us to withdraw from the 
various commitments that Rwanda has made to the 
United Nations, especially as regards peace keeping 
operations».  (kb) 
 

 Burundi : Observation of the 
legislative and senatorial elections 

 
EurAc sent its second electoral observation mission to 
Burundi for the legislative and senatorial elections which 
took place on 23 and 28 July 2010. The group of 
observers from Eurac, working – for a second time – in 
support of the Coalition of Civil Society for Electoral 
Monitoring (COSOME), consisted of 14 persons of 5 
nationalities who were deployed in 6 provinces.  
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It was a difficult political context for observation, as 
mentioned in this bulletin, due to the withdrawal of the 
majority of opposition parties from the electoral process. 
People also showed a noticeable lack of enthusiasm for 
these elections. Nonetheless EurAc and COSOME were 
able to provide a strong presence in the country’s polling 
stations and observed that these elections were carried 
out in a calm atmosphere. In their preliminary 
declaration after the legislative election, COSOME, the 
Episcopal Justice and Paix Commission (CEJP) and 
EurAc regretted the difficult context in which the 
election took place, marked by targeted killings and 
arrests of members of the opposition. The three 
organisations, while appreciating the CENI’s efforts to 
improve the technical organisation of the poll, 
condemned several irregularities. In their 
recommendations, the three organisations demanded that 
the Burundi government put an end to intimidation and 
arbitrary arrests, engage in political dialogue and do 
everything in its power to ensure the safety of citizens. 
They also asked all the political parties to remain open 
to dialogue and to continue the political struggle while 
respecting democratic rules which are the only guarantee 
of  peace and political stability. (dr) 
 

 EurAc: For democratic governance 
in Burundi  

 
EurAc published a declaration on 17 September 2010 
with recommendations for democratic governance and 
an effective struggle against poverty in Burundi after the 
elections. The network of European NGOs for advocacy 
in Central Africa recommends to the European Union 
and its member states to continue to work with Burundi 
to encourage it to have effective policies consistent with 
the values and commitments expressed in the President’s 
investiture speech.  In addition the Burundian authorities 
should ensure that the space for democracy is protected 
so that political parties can function without harassment 
and that civil society and the media can stand up to the 
government on behalf of the citizen. It is a priority to 
encourage active diplomacy to discourage a return to 
war, to put into effect ambitions for good governance 
directed at the process of effective demobilisation and 
integration. These are the prerequisites for a successful 
struggle against poverty. (kb) 
 

 DRC: Abduction and ill treatment of 
Sylvestre Bwira  

 
On 24 August 2010, the civil society president at Masisi, 
Sylvestre Bwira, was abducted by men in Congolese 
army uniform. This took place after Bwira was subjected 
to threats and pressure following a letter he sent to the 
President of the Republic on 30 July 2010.  In this letter, 
he requests President Kabila to withdraw from Masisi 
the armed groups recently integrated into the FARDC.  
He condemns especially the abuses committed by those 
close to Bosco Ntaganda. Sylvestre Bwira was found on 
30 August in a weak condition, tortured and very upset, 
but alive.  On 8 September, a group of Congolese and 
international NGOs launched an appeal to the Congolese 
authorities to put an end to impunity. The signatories  

recommended that the European Union apply its 2004 
directives for the protection of those defending human 
rights. (kb) 
 

 DRC: Positive welcome for the 
« Projet Mapping » Report 

 
220 Congolese NGOs involved promotion of human 
rights welcomed with great satisfaction the 
announcement of the forthcoming publication of the 
United  Nations report detailing « the most serious 
violations of human rights and crimes against humanity 
committed throughout the DRC between 1993 and 
2003 ». The Congolese organisations, many of which 
collaborated with the UN enquiry have praised the 
serious way in which the research was done and the 
professionalism which guided the methodology of the 
« Projet Mapping » of the United Nations. They invite 
the government of the DRC and those countries of the 
region concerned with the matters in the report, in 
particular Rwanda, Uganda, Angola and Burundi, to take 
the opportunity to recognise the atrocious suffering and 
injustice forced upon a great majority of the Congolese 
people and other victims of of criminal acts and massive 
violations of human rights detailed in this report. (kb) 
 

 DRC : Appeal for a global strategy 
against the LRA  

 
In a report published on 10 August 2010 with the title, 
«This is our land now », Enough documents 51 attacks 
committed by the LRA in Bas-Uélé, with at least 105 
deaths and 570 abductions in 15 months. With this 
report, Enough hopes to encourage the Obama 
administration to include the specific needs of Bas-Uélé 
in his global strategy. The need is to protect the 
Congolese civilian population and to prevent the LRA 
from enlarging its sphere of action in this huge area of 
Central Africa. (kb) 
 

 Burundi: Award of the Henry 
Dunant prize 

 
A communiqué from the Fondation Henry Dunant 
(Geneva) reports that the Henry Dunant Prize – Terrain 
2010 was awarded on 5 July to Pierre Claver Mbonimpa, 
president of the Association pour la défense des droits 
de l’homme et des personnes détenues (APRODH), "in 
recognition of his exceptionalwork to make the rights of 
prisoners respected in Burundi ". Henry Dunant was a 
Swiss humanist and founder of the Red Cross and the 
prize is to reward persons or organisations who have 
worked in a remarkable way to follow and deepen his 
life’s work. (jn) 
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Documents on the Great Lakes region 
� July-August 2010 

 
This list represents a selection of key documents received by EURAC over the last month.  The list is 
by no means complete.  The content of the documents binds only their authors and does not reflect 
the opinion of EurAC or its members. All the documents now have a hyperlink and can thus be 
downloaded from the electronic version of this bulletin. The links take you to our website or 
to the website of the organisations which originally published them. If you face problems 
downloading them or if you would prefer a hard copy, we will be happy to forward any 
documents to you.  Please send any requests to secretariat@eurac-network.org 
 
 

   
  Regional 

perspectives 
 
Les transnationales au centre de la 
grande évasion 
Jean-Christophe Servant, Le 
Monde diplomatique, Paris, 
15/07/10, 5 p. 
 
Changer l’Afrique de l’intérieur 
Kanayo F. Nwanze, FIDA, Rome, 
29/04/10, 4 p. 
 
Baromètre de la protection des 
civils 2010 
OXFAM France, Paris, 19/08/10, 
108 p. 
 
Afrique : terre(s) de toutes les 
convoitises pour les 
agrocarburants de l’UE 
Les Amis de la Terre Europe, 
Bruxelles, 30/06/10, 36 p. 
 

DRC: UN 
 
Report of the Mapping Exercice 
Documenting 
NUHCDH, New York, 25/08/10, 
553 p. 
 
220 ONG congolaises accueillent 
favorablement la publication 
prochaine du Rapport Mapping 
Société civile congolaise, 
Kinshasa, 03/09/10, 8 p. 
 
Déclaration du RENADHOC 
relative au Rapport du Projet 
Mapping 
RENADHOC, Kinshasa, 
06/09/10, 3 p.  
 

DRC: Agriculture 
 
La problématique fonciere et ses 
enjeux dans la province du Sud-Kivu, 
RDC 
IFDP, CORDAID, ICCO, Bukavu, 
11/05/10, 10 p.  
 

DRC: Human Rights  
 
Rights Defender Abducted , Mistreated
HRW, Goma, 08/09/10, 4 p. 
 
“This is our land now”: Lord’s 
Resistance Army attacks in Bas Uele, 
northeastern Congo 
Ledio Cakaj, Enough, Washington, 
25/08/10, 11 p 
 
Call for an Independent Commission of 
Inquiry into the death of Floribert 
Chebeya Bahizire 
ABMSA and others, Windhoek, 
16/08/10, 6 p. 
 
Mémorandum de  la Société civile suite 
a l’enlèvement du président de la 
société civile du territoire de Masisi 
Société civile de la Ville de Goma et 
autres, Goma, 26/08/10, 6 p.  
 
Stratégie de l'Union Européenne sur les 
Défenseurs des Droits de l'Homme en 
RDC 
British Embassy Kinshasa, 23/07/10,  
3 p. 
 
Naissance de la Fondation « Les Amis 
de Floribert Chebeya » AFC 
Congo Forum, Bruxelles, 07/09/10,  
2 p. 
 

DRC: Churches 
 
Ambassadeurs du Christ dans les 
milieux politiques 
CENCO, Kinshasa, 24/06/10, 8 p. 
 

DRC: Elections 
 
Le calendrier rendu public 
Processus électoral 2010-2013 
CEI, Kinshasa, 09/08/10, 2 p. 
 
Déclaration du RENADHOC sur 
les perspectives électorales en 
RDC 
RENADHOC, Kinshasa, 
18/08/10, 3 p. 
 
Déclaration politique de l’Union 
Sacrée pour l’Alternance (U.S.A) 
USA, Kinshasa, 20/08/10, 3 p.  
 

DRC: Teaching 
 
Contre l’application 
discriminatoire de l’application 
constitutionnelle 
VSV, Kinshasa, 09/09/10, 2 p. 
 

DRC: Press 
 
Open Letter to President Kabila 
about steadly worsening climate 
for journalists 
RWB, Paris, 30/08/10, 3 p. 
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DRC: Natural 
Resources 

 
Exploitation minière : 
L’interdiction du Gouvernement 
suscite la perplexité au ‘Grand 
Kivu’ 
Misna, Bukavu, 16/09/10, 2 p. 
 
Rapport du Sénat de Belgique sur 
l'exploitation des richesses 
naturelles de la RDC 
Sénat de Belgique, Bruxelles, 
05/05/10, 51 p. 
 

Burundi: 
Cooperation 

 
La Chine est en voie de devenir le 
premier partenaire du Burundi 
Wang Zizheng, Xinhua, 
Bujumbura, 30/08/10, 2 p. 
 

Burundi: Human 
Rights 

 
«“A Step Backwards” – Torture and 
other Ill-Treatment by Burundi’s 
National Intelligence Service 
AI, London, 23/08/10, 9 p. 
 
La criminalité bat son plein dans 
certains coins du pays  
LDGL, Bujumbura, 23/08/10, 3 p. 
 

Burundi: Economy 
 
Analyse critique de la loi budgétaire 
2010 : résumé exécutif 
OAG, Bujumbura, 19/08/10, 7 p.  
 

Burundi: Elections 
 
EurAc envoie une mission 
d’observation aux élections 
législatives au Burundi 
EurAc, Bruxelles, 18/07/10, 1 p. 
 
Déclaration préliminaire conjointe 
COSOME, la CEJP et EURAC sur 
les élections législatives 
COSOME, Bujumbura, 29/07/10,  
3 p. 
 
Towards democratic governance 
and an effective fight against 
poverty in Burundi after the 
elections 
EurAc, Brussels, 17/09/10, 2 p. 
 

Décret n° 100/02 du 29 aout 2010 
portant nomination des membres du 
gouvernement 
Pierre Nkurunziza, Bujumbura, 
29/08/10, 2 p. 
 
Elections without competition and 
no peace without participation 
ISS, Pretoria, 30/08/10, 6 p. 
 
Déclaration préliminaire sur les 
élections 
UE, Bujumbura, 25/07/10, 40 p. 
 

Burundi: Teaching  
 
Etat des lieux du financement de 
l’éducation pour tous (EPT) au 
Burundi par le Royaume de 
Belgique (2005-2008)  
OAG, Bujumbura, 30/08/10, 3 p. 
 
 

Burundi: Press 
 
Manœuvres dilatoires visant à 
garder un journaliste en prison. La 
société civile s’interroge  
Société civile du Burundi, 
Bujumbura, 03/08/10, 4 p. 
 

Burundi: Civil 
Society 

 
Rapport d’observation de la 
gouvernance au 1er semestre 2010 
OAG, Bujumbura, 30/08/10, 58 p. 
 
Atelier de réflexion sur le paysage 
politique postélectoral 
COSOME, Bujumbura, 06/08/10,  
2 p. 
 
Les attentes de la société civile à 
l’endroit des nouveaux élus 
FORSC et autres, Bujumbura, 
25/08/10, 9 p. 
 

Rwanda : 
Cooperation 

 
L'UE estime que "des progrès 
restent à faire"  
AFP, Paris, 11/08/2010, 1 p. 
 
Washington note des "progrès", 
mais fait part d'"inquiétudes 
AFP, Paris, 14/08/10, 2 p. 
 
Britain urged to use influence to get 
tough on Rwanda  
The Independent, London, 10/08/10,
2 p.  
 

Rwanda: Human 
Rights 

 
Pre-election attacks on Rwandan 
politicians and journalists condemned 
AI, London, 05/08/10, 2 p. 
 
Vague laws used to criminalise 
criticism of government 
AI, London, 31/08/10, 2 p. 
 

Rwanda: Economy 
 
Le Rwanda, un modèle économique 
pour l’Afrique ? 
Renaud Duterme, CADTM, Liège, 
24/08/10, 4 p.  
 

Rwanda: Elections 
 
Kagame favori à l’élection 
présidentielle sur fond de terreur 
Associated Press, New York, 
08/08/10, 2 p. 
 
U.S. expresses concern about Rwanda 
election 
Reuters, Washington, 13/08/10, 1 p. 
 

Rwanda: Genocide 
 
Former RPA major pins Kageme on 
Killings 
The Newsline, Kigali, 13/09/10, 4 p. 
 
Interview with Prof. Peter Erlinder on 
the Draft UN Report Accuses 
Rwandan Troops of Genocide 
Democracy Now, New York, 
03/09/10, 4 p. 
 

Rwanda: Politics 
 
Rwanda Briefing 
Nyamwasa and others, Pretoria, 
08/09/10, 60 p. 
 
The Paul Kagame I know 
Robert Krueger, New York, 05/08/10, 
3 p. 
 
Are Karegeya and Kayumba bracing 
for war ?  
The Newsline, Kigali, 13/08/10, 5 p. 
 

Rwanda: Press 
 
Around 30 news media closed a few 
days ahead of presidential election 
RWB, Paris, 02/08/10, 2 p. 
 


