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Sudan/Chad Situation Update 
Highlights 

 
COUNTRIES OF ASYLUM 

 
Egypt 
Registration for voluntary repatriation started last month. The majority who registered for return are 
asylum seekers who wish to return to the north. While registration numbers remain low, there is 
significant discussion of repatriation in the Sudanese community. The UNHCR office in Cairo holds 
one or two briefings per week with community groups and organizations to address the issue of 
voluntary repatriation and registration. The refugees have specifically requested a visit by UNHCR 
and community leaders to South Sudan to assess the situation. They are interested to know what 
services will be available and what support will be provided to each individual who returns. They 
have also requested vocational training to prepare for return.  
 
Ethiopia 
UNHCR continues to provide protection and assistance to 90,434 Sudanese refugees in five 
camps, three in Gambella National Regional State (Bonga, Fugnido and Dimma) and two in 
Benishangul-Gumuz National Regional State (Sherkole and Yarenja). UNHCR Gambella met with 
40 women and central committee representatives of the refugee community in Bonga. The majority 
of the refugees (except some minority tribes like Equatoria and Nuba) mentioned that they intend 
to exit Ethiopia through Jikao (Pagack) when repatriation starts. UNHCR Gambella considers that 
the choice of the Bonga refugees should be respected and that the repatriation routes and 
corresponding way stations should be adjusted accordingly.  
 
Uganda 
Since January 2004, UNHCR in Uganda has been receiving new refugees from South Sudan. In 
2004, UNHCR registered 10,383 new arrivals. From January to May 2005, a total of 7,682 
Sudanese refugees have arrived in Northern Uganda (2,285 in Pakelle and 5,397 in Arua). Only in 
the month of May, Pakelle and Arua have registered a total of 1,765 new arrivals. In 2004, the main 
reasons for flight were attacks by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), forced recruitment by 
SPLM/A as well as lack of food. In 2005, the new arrivals claim they are mainly fleeing from LRA 
attacks. In fact, the areas of origin of the new arrivals are the regions where the LRA is present, i.e. 
between Nimule, Torit and Juba. An increase in LRA activity has been registered in both South 
Sudan and Northern Uganda since the Comprehensive Peace Agreement was signed in January 
2005. The majority of new arrivals are women and children who leave South Sudan also because 
of food shortages. In IDP camps in the area of Nimule (where many of the refugees are coming 
from) food distribution reportedly stopped a few months ago. The men among the new arrivals 
claim that one of the reasons why they are fleeing South Sudan is forced recruitment by the 
SPLM/A. Refugees also report inter-tribal tension. 
 
Update on funding situation for South Sudan as at 23 May 
Requirements (includes countries of asylum): US$ 60,187,711  
2005 Contributions: US$ 30,357,070 
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DARFUR 
 

Security 
The security situation remained stable. Large numbers of nomadic pastoralists with cattle and 
camels have been noted along the border areas of West Darfur. The pastoralists in the Beida, 
Ararah and Congo Araza areas are Arab nomads who may be there to avoid a disarmament 
campaign by the Chadian Government. They have also tried to be included in food registration and 
distribution. Further north, around Abu Sorouj and Saleah, the nomads are Zagawa and some of 
the cattle and camels are thought to belong to high ranking Chadian government officials. 
Reportedly, regular Chadian troops are present to guard some of these animals. The Chadian 
authorities and the governor of Kulbus have agreed to the nomads’ presence; there is no indication 
so far that they are causing problems with populations in the area.  
 
Returns from South to West Darfur 
Return movements from various locations around Nyala (South Darfur) to West Darfur continue. 
UNHCR, in collaboration with IOM, has been verifying, where possible, that the movements are 
voluntary. However, the authorities continue to provide UNHCR with late or inadequate information 
about the identities of the returnees and the timing of such movements, thus making it impossible 
for UNHCR to make a meaningful assessment of the nature of these returns. While there is 
currently no evidence to cast doubt on the voluntary nature of the movements, there are concerns 
about the lack of prior warning to UNHCR and IOM. There also are indications that some people 
who are traveling with these movements to West Darfur are not genuine IDPs. During a mission to 
Bindisi and Garsila, UNHCR found indications that some ‘returnees’ were not even IDPs in Nyala 
but had moved there years before the conflict and did not plan to stay in West Darfur but intended 
to return to Nyala.  
 
UNHCR has been coordinating with WFP to try to ensure that IDPs who are returning in these 
movements are included in food distribution in their areas of final destination. 
 
UNHCR Nyala fielded a two-day mission to Kubum and Dugadossa to verify information from the 
Government that some IDPs there wished to voluntarily return to their areas of origin in West 
Darfur. The trip was made in conjunction with the office of HAC West Darfur, which now has a 
representative office in South Darfur. During the visit, the IDPs indicated that pre-conditions for 
return would include the disarmament of Janjaweed, the presence of the African Union (AU) in their 
areas of origin as well as the presence of the international community and the compensation for 
losses. They also indicated that the Arabs who are settled in their villages of origin would have to 
move. 
 
Returns to Zalengi locality 
There have been spontaneous, voluntary returns in small numbers in various villages around 
Zalengi locality, which UNHCR continued to monitor. Many of the returnees come from South 
Darfur or the IDP camps in Zalengi and have returned to their villages of origin to cultivate or join 
family members. UNHCR also assessed some of the surrounding villages in the area, including 
Waro, which is on the Government’s list for rehabilitation. Waro is mostly inhabited and some IDPs 
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who fled have spontaneously returned in the last weeks to cultivate and join family members. The 
villages are under pressure to provide assistance to the police, including water and firewood. One 
sheik was arrested for not complying. UNHCR met with CIVPOL to discuss the case and they will 
follow up with a mission to the area. UNHCR will follow up with another mission next week to 
investigate additional reports of incidents, threats and harassments. UNHCR found that in most of 
the inhabited or returnee villages agreements have been made between the villagers and the 
surrounding damras for protection.  
 
UNHCR also undertook a mission to Karole, another village on the Government’s list for 
rehabilitation. The village is half in Zalengi locality and half in Kass locality. The Fur inhabitants 
have all fled to either Zalengi or Kass. The village was of mixed ethnicity and some families have 
remained. UNHCR discussed with representatives of the surrounding damras as well as with the 
people who had remained about the current initiative of the Kass Governor to organize a 
reconciliation committee. This initiative is supported by the police in Karole. UNHCR will discuss 
and follow up with IOM as an organized return to the region is anticipated.  
 
Arabs/nomads settling in abandoned villages 
UNHCR visited the villages of Um Kher, Sala, Ior and Mangarsa for a general update on the 
protection situation and on returns as well as to verify concerns that some nomads are settling in 
abandoned villages in the area. UNHCR found that some nomadic groups have started to move 
into villages such as Sala and Ior. Although it is early to make generalizations, this may be 
becoming a pattern in some parts of West Darfur. A mission to the Krenek area in the previous 
week also found nomads settled in abandoned villages. UNHCR raised the issue with the 
Commissioner of Habila who assured that this would not affect the right of displaced persons to 
return and access farm land. UNHCR will bring this issue to the attention of the authorities of West 
Darfur and the Protection Working Group. 
 
Request for voluntary repatriation from Kounounga camp in Chad 
Following the visit to UNHCR El Geneina of sheiks claiming to represent 8,000 persons in 
Kounounga camp (Chad) who wish to return to villages in West Darfur, UNHCR fielded a mission 
to the villages of Birsaleeba, Rufeida and Dubuk.  UNHCR found that of the three villages, only 
Rufeida is inhabited and the persons living there do not seem to want to remain permanently. In 
the other two villages, UNHCR encountered people who were only visiting during the day and 
returning to Abu Sorouj at night. They cited lack of confidence in the security situation as their 
reason for not returning permanently. There is no regular police presence in any of the three 
villages and no functioning social services. UNHCR recommends the re-establishment of basic 
police presence in the area to increase confidence in the security situation.  
 
Repatriation of Chadian refugees 
A cross border meeting was held between UNHCR El Geneina and UNHCR Abeche to address the 
issue of repatriation of Chadian refugees in Azerni in West Darfur. The staff of both offices visited 
Azerni camp and held discussions with representatives of the refugees who indicated that the 
refugees wish to repatriate to Chad but that, in view of the onset of the rainy season, they are 
preparing to remain for another season in Sudan and to repatriate in 2006. UNHCR also met with 
COR in El Geneina who understood the position of the refugees and stated that they would wait for 
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the finalization of the Tripartite Agreement before taking any further steps. The Chadian 
Government has yet to sign the Tripartite Agreement but has indicated to its provincial counterparts 
that the practical arrangements for repatriation may go ahead. UNHCR Abeche has been provided 
with a complete list of the villages of origin in order to arrange ‘go-and-see’ visits. Discussions 
between UNHCR in Chad and UNHCR in Sudan on how to proceed with the repatriation are 
ongoing, but it may be necessary to postpone the movement until the end of the farming season. 
 
Training activities 
UNHCR is currently undertaking training of all animators of the Intersos women’s centres in 
Garsila, Bindisi, Um Kher and Habila. At the same time, a trauma therapy team is assessing the 
training requirements of the staff who will be operating the youth centres through Intersos.  
 
Forty-two participants from 10 different NGOs are participating in the fuel efficiency stove training 
of trainers from 21 to 26 May. 
 
Pledging conference to support the African Mission in Sudan 
The Commission of the AU convened a pledging conference on financial and logistical support for 
the African Mission in Sudan (AMIS) in Addis Ababa on 26 May. It was co-chaired by the 
Chairperson of the AU Commission and the UN Secretary-General. The conference was a follow-
up to the decision of 28 April of the Peace and Security Council (PSC), which authorized the 
enhancement of AMIS and requested the AU Commission to engage the international community 
to mobilize the necessary additional support. The decision of the PSC was informed by the 
recommendations submitted by the Chairperson of the Commission, based on the outcome of the 
Joint Assessment Mission of the AU and partners to Darfur on 10-22 March. 
 
Egyptian peacekeeping troops for Darfur 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak attended the African summit in Libya convened in response to 
the Darfur conflict. On 23 May, the Egyptian Parliament approved the President’s decision to send 
peacekeeping troops to Darfur as part of the 3,000-strong monitoring force dispatched by the AU. 
Troops are expected to be posted for a six-year period starting 1 June. 
 
Update on funding situation for Darfur as at 23 May 
Requirements: US$ 31,341,044 
2005 Contributions: US$ 3,106,376 
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CHAD 
 

Security 
The security situation in eastern Chad remained calm. The crisis affecting Mile and Kounoungo 
camps (UNHCR Guéréda) relating to food distribution has been solved and activities have been 
resumed. Efforts to resolve the crisis affecting Touloum and Iridimi camps (UNHCR Iriba) 
pertaining to the re-registration of refugees are ongoing. Activities have been resumed in Iridimi 
camp, while in Touloum camp negotiations are being held with both representatives of the 
authorities and the refugees. Personnel in charge of security in eastern Chad are liaising with staff 
based in field offices to review the events and draw lessons.  
 
Transfers to Gaga camp 
A further 3,070 persons have been transferred from Bredjing camp to the new Gaga camp. 
Transfers from Bredjing have now been completed. All transfers to Gaga camp are temporarily 
suspended and will resume in the first week of June. In the meantime, UNHCR and partners will 
finalise work on the site and sensitise refugee populations to their future transfer. About 600 
refugees who settled spontaneously in the camps near Goz Beïda have been identified for transfer 
to Gaga camp.   
 
Activities in the camps of eastern Chad 
Work to extend the water adduction systems in the Goz Amer and Djabal camps (UNHCR Goz 
Beïda) are ongoing. OXFAM has initiated work on the well in Moudre which will provide water to 
Am Nabak transit camp.  
 
UNHCR is preparing a workshop (due to take place in the coming weeks) which aims to harmonise 
and standardise sanitary practices in eastern Chad. Increased attention is being focused on these 
activities in view of their impact on the nutritional situation of refugee children. In this context, a 
campaign of spraying sanitary facilities with insecticide has been undertaken in Djabal and Goz 
Amer camps.   
 
Activities in southern Chad  
In Damanadji, UNHCR together with partners COOPI, African Concern, GTZ and the national 
refugee authority, CNAR, conducted an in-depth workshop on sexual and gender-based violence 
(SGBV). The workshop laid the groundwork for the establishment of a referral and multi-sectoral 
response system for victims of SGBV at Yaroungou settlement. In Gore, food distribution began on 
20 May.   
 
Assistance to urban refugees 
As part of the recently established skills training assistance initiative, three Congolese refugees 
have been identified to start a one-year wood-working course.  
 
Update on funding situation for Chad as at 23 May 
Requirements: US$ 81,225,813 
2005 Contributions: US$ 34,424,607  


