
40 000 ha of land targeted for 

rapid locust control in Djibouti 

and Eritrea 

9 000 households targeted 

for rapid livelihoods protection 

and recovery support in Djibouti 

and Eritrea 

USD 6 million 
additionally required by FAO for 

rapid response and anticipatory 

action in Djibouti and Eritrea from 

January to July 2020

0.16 million 
people face severe acute food 

insecurity in Djibouti (there is 

no IPC analysis for Eritrea)

DESERT LOCUST CRISIS

Appeal for rapid response 
and anticipatory action in 
the Greater Horn of Africa

January–July 2020
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Crisis overview

FAO has issued an initial conservative appeal for desert locust rapid 
response and anticipatory action, which urgently calls for USD 70 million 
to support three affected countries – Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia.

This addendum to the appeal reflects the latest developments in a quickly 
evolving situation. While Uganda and South Sudan remain on high alert, 
over the last two weeks Djibouti and Eritrea have observed an upsurge of 
locust activity. The speed of the pest’s spread and the scale of infestation 
are so far beyond the norm that they have the potential to stretch the 
capacities of local and national authorities to the limit. An additional 
USD 6 million is urgently required to support control measures, safeguard 
livelihoods and promote early recovery.

 
Djibouti

In January 2020, the decrease in temperatures related to the ongoing 
rains and the regeneration of the pastures created conducive conditions 
for desert locust invasion. At present, more than 80 percent of the 
1 700 agropastoral farms in 23 agricultural sites in Djibouti is affected. 
In addition, nearly 5 000 ha of pastures have been infested near Ali Sabieh 
and the border with Ethiopia. Locust-related damage has affected the 
vegetable, fruit and fodder production and significantly impacted on feed 
availability for livestock – a mainstay of rural livelihoods in the country. 
Given the seriousness of the situation, the Ministry of Agriculture, Water, 
Fishery, Livestock and Marine Resources (MAEPE-RH), launched an appeal 
to the international community for immediate assistance on 23 January. 

 
Eritrea
Eritrea is one of the frontline countries for desert locust breeding. More 
than half of the country’s surface area (around 71 180 km2) is suitable 
for locust breeding, particularly the Red Sea coast in winter and western 
lowlands in summer. Desert locust incidences and infestations occur every 
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year with different magnitudes in different localities of the country, though 
survey and control teams are equipped with only limited resources and 
low access to new technologies. 
 
Over the past year, the Government of Eritrea managed control operations 
and 32 300 ha were successfully treated. Ground control operations are 
currently underway against hopper groups that are fledging and forming 
adult groups on the northern and central coast. At least one swarm arrived 
on the southern coast near Assab on 20 January from either Yemen 
or Ethiopia.

Activities Eritrea Djibouti Total

1. Curb the spread of desert locust 2 000 000 700 000 2 700 000

Ground and air control operations 1 500 000 500 000 2 000 000

Ground surveillance and impact assessment 500 000 200 000 700 000

2. Safeguard livelihoods 1 000 000 800 000 1 800 000

Cash interventions - - -

Livestock feed 500 000 300 000 800 000

Farming input packages 500 000 500 000 1 000 000

3. Support early livelihood recovery 1 000 000 500 000 1 500 000

Livelihood recovery package for farming communities 500 000 200 000 700 000

Livelihood recovery package for livestock-holding communities 500 000 300 000 800 000

4. Coordination - - -

Total initial funding required 6 000 000

Rapid response and anticipatory action (January–July 2020)


