
1Issued by: Information Management Unit



2 The Siege and Death in Eastern Ghota

Objective of this Report: 
A military campaign is launched against Eastern Ghota aiming 
to depopulate it. This area was besieged for more than five years 
which led to the loss of the basic necessities of life and a great 
deficit in the resources there. Currently, the Syrian Regime aims 
to forcibly displace the civilians from Eastern Ghota through to-
tally destroying it, prohibiting the entry of basic food items, and 
not allowing the critical medical conditions to be transported to 
hospitals for treatment. 

The ACU’s Information Management Unit, among a series of 
reports that predicts the forced displacement that is applied all 
over Syria, with the cooperation of the Provincial Council of Ru-
ral Damascus Governorate has issued this report “The Siege and 
Death in Eastern Ghota”, the report monitors the human rights 
violations in this area, sheds the light on the upcoming disaster, 
and presents a detailed explanation about the urgent needs of 
the population in this besieged area. 
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INTRODUCTION
Damascus has been administratively divided into two governorates due to its large population. Damas-
cus governorate, the capital of Syria, and Rural Damascus which consists of the countryside surround-
ing Damascus City. Rural Damascus is commonly called Ghota, and it is divided into Eastern Ghota and             
Western Ghota.

The majority of the population of Damascus countryside depend on agriculture and animal husbandry, 
as well as the presence of some factories and workshops in the Damascus countryside. Rural Damascus, 
consisting of 36 sub-districts constitutes a green collar that surrounds the capital of Damascus, and it is 
characterised by the diversity of terrains of the mountains, plains and valleys. These characteristics pushed 
the Syrian regime to assemble the bulk of the military pieces in this countryside and around the  Damascus 
capital to ensure its siege and impose security grip on the capital.

Displacement Operations:
The Syrian regime deliberately followed the blockade and starvation policies followed by displacement, 
bombing and destruction of all areas beyond his control, where the Syrian regime deported the population 
of Western Ghota on 26 August 2016, after a siege that lasted for more than four years.

The Syrian regime deliberately separated Darayya city from Madamiyet Elsham city to impose a stricter 
siege on Darayya which was exposed to heavy aerial and ground bombardment in order to force its resi-
dents to leave. In January 2017, the Republican Guard forces raised the flag of the Syrian regime over the 
Ein Elfijeh after the displacement of residents of the area and the bombing of the archaeological Ein Elfijeh 
spring, which supplies the Damascus capital with water as part of a series of bombing and destruction op-
erations of the besieged area.

On 15 April 2017, the residents in Az- Zabdani and Madaya were displaced within so-called “Madaya, Az- 
Zabdani, Kafraya and Foah agreement”. Some forced displacement operations came in conjunction with the 
regime’s announcement that civilians in areas that were beyond its control in all Syrian cities can reconcile 
with the regime within regime’s security branches. Otherwise, they are forced to leave their homes.

It is worth mentioning that the majority of the young men who reconciled with the Syrian regime were taken 
to combat zones as compulsory military service, whereas the elderly were either arrested or prosecuted.

Displacement operations also included the displacement from the Eastern neighbourhoods of Aleppo city 
and the displacement of the people of Al-Wa’ar neighbourhood in Homs governorate and other displace-
ments that coincided with alleged reconciliations with the Syrian regime and its allies.
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The Eastern Ghota of Rural Damascus Governorate
Eastern Ghota consists of Duma, Kafr Batna, Harasta, Nashabiyeh, Arbin and Maliha sub-districts, and it is 
divided into four sectors; Duma sector which contains Duma sub-district; the central sector which contains 
Arbin, Kafr Batna, and Harasta sub-districts; Elmarj sector or what is known as Marj Elsultan which contains 
the Nashabiyeh sub-district; and the southern sector which contains Maliha sub-district. All the sub-districts 
of Eastern Ghota are controlled by opposition forces, except Regime-held Maliha sub-district since 15 May 
2015, after it had been controlled by opposition forces for nearly two years. The population at that time 
was estimated of 85,000, who were forced to be displaced to other towns controlled by opposition forces 
in Eastern Ghota.

Map 01
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The population of Eastern Ghota with its five opposition-held amounts to 384,908, of whom 102,288 IDPs 
who left their homes after the Syrian Regime forces had controlled their towns, or because of the proximity 
of their towns to the clash lines.

The biggest number of IDPs are in the middle sector, with 87,798 IDPs while there are only 14,280 IDPs 
in Duma sector. It is worth mentioning that the small number of IDPs in Nashabiyeh, Arbin and Harasta 
sub-districts is due to their proximity to lines of engagement and the heavy shelling there.

Figure 01: The Population in Eastern Ghota including IDPs

First: The Military and Security Situation in the Eastern Ghota
Opposition forces control all five sub-districts of Eastern Ghota. All the fighters of the opposition factions are 
from the Eastern Ghota or IDPs from the neighbouring Rural Damascus sub-districts. The most dominant 
factions in the eastern Ghota are Jayesh Al Islam which dominates Duma sector, the Faylak Al Rahman, Ahrar 
Al-Sham, and some other factions, which spread in the central sector.

The military pieces of the Syrian regime surround the four sides of the Eastern Ghota as following:  Da-
mascus International airport which contains military pieces, and Marj military airfield is to the east and 
the northern east of the eastern Ghota. Air defence administration is located in the west of Eastern Ghota 
within Kafr Batna sub-district. Military Vehicles Administration of the Syrian regime is responsible for oppo-
sition-held Arbin sub-district. Moreover, Harasta sub-district is surrounded by military barrack to the west 
and a Missile battalion to the north, and Duma sub-district is surrounded by a Missile battalion to the north 
and chemistry regiment to the eastern north. 
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Map 02
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The regime’s forces attempt to advance towards the Military Vehicles Administration to the west of eastern 
Ghota, and the south of Harasta sub-district aiming to access to a military piece located in Shafuniyeh.

Clashes started between opposition forces and regime army that tried to proceed towards Military Vehicles 
Administration on 15 November 2017.  The regime shelled the area with aerial and ground bombardment 
using warplanes, helicopters and all types of missiles. The civil defence teams in Eastern Ghota recorded 
a total of 1,985 bombardments between 14 and 26 November 2017, during which 283 civilian sites were 
shelled, including 210 houses, seven mosques, two schools that were empty, and the regime committed 
massacres in three popular markets against dozens of civilians. 

During the twelve days of the military campaign waged by the regime’s army on the Eastern Ghota between 
14-26 November 2017, 149 civilians were killed in Eastern Ghota, including 42 children, 18 women, and 89 
men, while Eastern Ghota hospitals were inundated with wounded where 561 civilians injured, including 125 
children, 97 women, and 339 men. The bombing coincided with the voices of speakers calling civilians to 
go to hospitals to donate blood.

Figure 02: Targeted sites according to civil defence statistics between 14-26 November 2017

Figure 03: The number of victims and the injured between 14-26 November 2017
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Influenza-like illness cases topped the illnesses during the year 2017 with 34,520 cases, followed by wa-
ter-related diseases such as acute diarrhoea with a total of 12,836 cases, and 460 cases of acute jaundice. 
Notably, water-related diseases were highly prevailing among children who are less than five years old.

Figure 04: # of disease cases in Eastern Ghota during 2017

Figure 05: Disease pandemics in Eastern Ghota during 2017

The number of victims and the Injured among Civil Defence Teams

MARTYRS INJURIES AMONG
OF CIVIL DEFENCE VOLUNTEERS CIVIL DEFENCE VOLUNTEERS

On 14 November 2017, civil defence teams were targeted by artillery shelling during the evacuation of 
injured people from the rubble in Harasta city and Modira town.

On 17 November 2017, regime’s warplanes targeted civil defence teams in Duma city with guided mis-
siles during rescuing the wounded killing three civil defence volunteers and wounding 11 others, some 
of them were in critical condition.

On 19 November 2017, a civil defence volunteer was killed by a missile carrying cluster bombs in the 
Hamuria city while inspecting the place of shelling.

On 26 November 2017, a civil defence volunteer was wounded by an air raid on residential areas in the 
town of Misraba.

4 12
Second: Health status
Along with war-related injuries amounting to tens of thousands annually in Eastern Ghota. ACU’s Early 
Warning And Response Network (EWARN) team recorded 53,286 cases of diseases with the possibility of a 
pandemic.
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Disease pandemics in Eastern Ghota decreased this year due to surveillance and early detection. The 
EWARN team reported four cases of acute flaccid paralysis in Eastern Ghota which need to be tested in a 
reference laboratory. Frozen samples of those 4 cases are still in Eastern Ghota pending lobbying by inter-
national parties on the Syrian regime to allow their analysis.

Three children died, and 30 cases of poisoning occurred 15 cases of which were at high risk in a poisoning 
incident on 22 November 2017 in Zamalka city in Eastern Ghota as a result of eating a rocky substance as 
salt due to unavailability of salt as a result of the siege. 

Till the moment of writing this report, head lice cases were noted among children especially school-age 
children, due to severe loss of cleaning materials and lice medication. So, there is an urgent need for the 
introduction of 10,000 doses of medicine to combat lice. 

A total of 104 cases of severe malnutrition and 600 moderate malnutrition cases have been reported re-
cently. Over the past two months, ten people died while waiting to be evacuated from the eastern Ghota 
for treatment in specialised hospitals. Besides, 470 cases require urgent evacuation at the date of this report.

Amputations are resulting from shelling recorded the highest number among people with special needs in 
Eastern Ghota, where loss of medical supplies led to higher amputations to maintain patients’ life.

Despite the high number of mental disabilities, there are no specialists or specialised hospitals for these 
situations in Eastern Ghota. Moreover, epilepsy patients suffer as a result of the loss of epilepsy drugs or 
their high prices if available. 

People with Special needs:
The statistics department at the Executive Office of the Emergency Relief Coordination Office in Eastern 
Ghota documented 4,783 people with special needs until June 2017. These numbers are increasing as a 
result of the escalation of military actions and the acute shortage of medicines and medical supplies. 

Figure 06: People with Special needs in Eastern Ghota
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Eastern Ghota contains 19 hospitals that include all kinds of specialities and capable of performing all kinds 
of surgical operations. There are 27 multidisciplinary clinics in Eastern Ghota that present medical preview 
services, some medical consultations, and first aid services. There are four centres for healing where sick 
people spend their treatment or recovery phase and contain physical therapists. There are two centres for 
prostheses in Eastern Gota, several private clinics and some dental clinics. 

The shortage of doctors forced the medical students who were besieged within the Eastern Ghota in their 
recent years of studying to practice medicine. 

The Most Important Medical Needs:
Eastern Ghota needs to introduce intensive care medicines, chronic diseases medicines and medicines for 
primary care centres. Military operations and the high number of casualties led to the consumption of large 
amounts of hospital medicines. 

Medications for chronic diseases are unavailable in Eastern Ghota pharmacies because they are not intro-
duced by government agencies or humanitarian organisation. The annexe at the end of this report includes 
the most urgent medical needs in the Eastern Ghota.

Third: Food Security Sector
Eastern Ghota depended during the long years of siege on local agricultural production and animal hus-
bandry.  However, the agricultural sector declined due to regime’s control over wide areas of farmland and 
the heavy bombardments by incendiary missiles of croplands. 

The decline of the agriculture sector also affected the livestock wealth due to unavailability of pastures and 
higher feed prices.  Unfair slaughter operations also resulted in the loss of cattle, where some humanitar-
ian organisations and donors pay a large sum of money to buy sheep on religious occasions to feed the 
besieged people. 

Hospitals, Medical Centers, and Medical Staff
The total medical personnel in eastern Ghota is 1,779 persons including 106 doctors, 1,206 nurses, 476 
mammography technicians, and several dentists.

Figure 07: # of Medical Centers and Medical Staff
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Bread and Bakeries
Most bakeries stopped during the second half of November 2017 due to the loss of flour. Consequently, the 
price of a bundle of bread (eight loaves) increased to 3,000 SYP equivalent to USD 6.2.

Food Items
After the Syrian regime’s complete control on the Barza neighbourhood of Damascus, which was supplying 
the eastern Ghota by food through the tunnels and consequently the closure of all the ports leading to 
eastern Ghota, the only available path was Mokhayam AlWafideen road. The regime forces that control 
Mokhayam AlWafideen road allow traders who deal with them to introduce food to Ghota and to introduce 
some food products to regime’s controlled areas such as milk and cheese.

With the start of the military campaign against Ghota, Mokhayam AlWafideen road was closed on 25 Au-
gust 2017, preventing the introduction of any food to Eastern Ghota. Consequently, food prices doubled 
four times if compared to their previous price.

Figure 08: Production Capacity of Functioning Bakeries and the Daily Need of Bread

Figure 09: Price Changes during the Blockade Period

Eastern Ghota contains 14 ready-to-work bakeries with an estimated total production capacity of 20 tons, 
whereas, the daily need of people is around 76.982 tons of bread. The average price of a bundle of bread 
consisting of 8 loaves according to the Market Price Index (MPI)1 issued by the IMU in November 2017 was 
around 793 Syrian pounds, which is equivalent to USD 1.6, but the narrowing of the siege on the Eastern 
Ghota led to a complete shortage of bread. So that, the price of a bundle of bread during the second half 
of November 2017 increased to 3,000 Syrian pounds if available, which is equivalent to USD 6.2. 

The Al-Manfoush Food Co. introduced flour to Ghota on the 27th of November 2017 and intends to sell 
40,000 bundles of bread at a price of 800 Syrian pounds per bundle which is equivalent to USD 1.7.

1- /https://www.acu-sy.org/en/market-price-index
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Fourth: The Shelter and NFI Sector  
The majority of the IDPs in Eastern Ghota (55,959) live in rent-free houses. Where the displaced families 
borrow the houses from their original owners, who left Ghota.  Statistics offices at the Local Councils (LCs) 
also deliver empty houses to the neediest families. 

Other 32,739 IDPs live in rented houses with an average monthly house rent of 10,000 SYP, equivalent to 
$ 21 which constitutes a burden on the displaced families that lack any source of income, and 6,690 IDPs 
live in empty, incomplete buildings. The number of IDPs living with host families increased to 6,320 after 
regime’s advancement on several fronts. Therefore, civilians moved from remote areas to the middle sector 
to be relatively far from the lines of engagement. There are also 270 IDPs in two camps in the Al-Ash’ari and 
Otania towns, and other 310 IDPs stay in several collective shelters.

Figure 10: # of Food Baskets

Figure 11: IDPs Distribution Places

The previous figure shows the rapid change of food prices during the period of the blockade, which lasted 
about fifty days, where IMU enumerators surveyed food prices at the beginning of October 2017 to be 
compared with the prices of food on November 20, 2017. 

The monthly needs of the population in the besieged areas of Eastern Ghota in Damascus are amounted to 
76,982 food basket, together with baby formula and some dietary supplements.
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Non-Food Items (NFIs) 
The Eastern Ghota population need 76,982 NFI baskets containing detergents and personal hygiene items. 
With the cold waves and the lack of electricity and other heating tools, the civilians’ need for mattresses and 
blankets increased. The total need is 230,945 mattresses so that each family gets three mattresses, and the 
need for blankets is estimated of 384,908 blankets so that each family gets five blankets.

Figure 12: The Need for Mattresses and Blankets

Figure 14: The Monthly Need for Heating Fuel

Figure 13: NFI Baskets

Heating materials are not available in the Eastern Ghota, and traders enter small quantities of fuel and sell 
them at high prices, where the price of 1 litre of diesel oil at the date of preparation of this report was 3,000 
SYP, equivalent to $ 6.2. This fuel is refined and obtained by traditional methods by steaming oil.

The monthly need for heating fuel (diesel) for residents in Eastern Ghota is estimated at 11,547,300 litres per 
month so that each family gets 5 litres of diesel per day.
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ACU issued several Flash Reports2 on cases of mass displacement that the re-
gime enforces in areas beyond his control, the latest report was “The Humani-
tarian Situation in Eastern Ghota” issued in March 2017.3

The ACU calls the International Community to open roads to the besieged ar-
eas and to urgently introduce humanitarian assistance by an assessment of the 
need and urgent evacuation of critical medical cases who are threatened with 
death in the blockade. The silence of the international community on the siege 
and starvation imposed by the Syrian regime in areas outside its control is a 
clear collusion with the forced displacement that the Syrian regime seeks to 
implement.

Recommendations

2- https://www.acu-sy.org/en/imu-reports/
3- https://www.acu-sy.org/en/the-humanitarian-situation-in-eastern-ghota/
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Generic Name Pharmaceutical 
Form / Size of the 

Unit

Concentration Quantity per one 
basket

Quantity per one 
centre

Total
 50 centers

Parenteral Antibiotics

Ceftriaxone 1 Vial 500 mg 60 1200 60000

Ceftriaxone 1 Vial 1 g 60 1200 60000

Cefotaxim 1 Vial 500 MG 40 800 40000

Lincomycin 1 Amp 300 mg 60 1200 60000

Oral Suspension 
Antibiotics

0

Amoxicillin cap 500 mg 20 400 20000

Amoxicillin syr 125 mg 30 600 30000

Amoxicillin syr 250 ml 30 600 30000

Amoxicillin/
Clavulanate 156

Susp: 60 ml 156 mg /5 ml 20 400 20000

Amoxicillin/
Clavulanate 312

Susp: 60 ml 312 mg /5 ml 20 400 20000

Amoxicillin/
Clavulanate 457

Susp: 60 ml 457 mg /5 ml 20 400 20000

Amoxicillin/
Clavulanate

cap 1g 20 400 20000

Cefixime Susp: 60 ml 100 mg / 5 ml 15 300 15000

Azithromycine cap 250 mg 15 300 15000

Azithromycine Susp 15 ml 200 mg / 5 ml 20 400 20000

Clarythromucin Tab 500 mg 15 300 15000

Clarythromucin Syr 125 mg 20 400 20000

Clarythromucin Syr 250  mg 20 400 20000

Anti-Diarrhea 0

Flagyl Susp 100 ml 200 mg / 5 ml 20 400 20000

Bactrim Susp 100 ml 200 mg + 40 mg 
/ 5 ml

25 500 25000

Analgesics/Anti-
Pyritics

0

Ibuprofen syr 200 mg 35 700 35000

Ibuprofen tab 400 m.g 35 700 35000

Ibuprofen Susp 100 ml 100mg / 5 ml 35 700 35000

Paracetamol Susp 100 ml 120 mg / 5 ml 35 700 35000

Paracetamol tab 500 mg 40 800 40000

Paracetamole Syr 125 mg 40 800 40000

Paracetamol SUPP 250 mg 35 700 35000

Anti-Tussive 0

bronchicum Susp 100 ml 35 700 35000

Annex 01: Urgent Needs of Medical Centers in Eastern Ghota
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Anti-Cold Preparations 0

Actified ( yellow ) Syrup 100 ml 30 600 30000

panadol flu tab 500 mg 40 800 40000

Bronchodialato 0

Ventolin nebulizers 2 40 2000

Atrovent nebulizers 30 600 30000

Salbutamol inhaler 15 ml 5 mg / ml 15 300 15000

serum water for solution 20ml 10 200 10000

Dexametazone Tab 2 mg 25 500 25000

Dexametazone Syr 0.5 mg 30 600 30000

Cortivent nebulizers 0.25 mg 20 400 20000

Cortivent nebulizers 0.5 mg 15 300 15000

Prednisolone Susp 100 ml 5 mg / 5 ml 30 600 30000

Oral Anti-Histamine 0

Loratidine Tabs 20's 10 mg 40 800 40000

Cetrizine Tabs 20's 10 mg 20 400 20000

Loratidine syrup 5 mg 25 500 25000

Anti-diarrhea 0

Flagyl Tabs 20's 500 mg 15 300 15000

Sulfamethoxazole / 
Trimethoprim

Tabs 10's 800 mg / 160 mg 
/ tab

20 400 20000

paroxitine tab 20 2 40 2000

amytriptiline tab 10,25 5 100 5000

trazodone tab 50 5 100 5000

lorazepam tab 0.5,1,2 2 40 2000

biogabaline tab 50,75,100,150 2 40 2000

risperidone tab 1,2,4 5 100 5000

phenoparbital amp 130 2 40 2000

methimazole tab 5 mg 1 20 1000

prednisolone tab 20 ,5 5 100 5000

methylprednisolone vial 1000 ,500 mg 2 40 2000

imepenem vial 500 2 40 2000

targocid vial 400 2 40 2000

linzolide vial 200 2 40 2000

clindamycine amp 300 5 100 5000

piperacillin/
tazobactam

vial 4.5 g 5 100 5000

acyclovir vial 1,000 2 40 2000
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nitroglicirine amp 25 5 100 5000

dopamine amp 200 1 20 1000

factor IX recombinant vial 2000-1000 IU 1 20 1000

factor VIII recombinant vial 2000 -750 IU 1 20 1000

streptokinase vial 1500000 IU 1 20 1000

surfactant (beractant) susp 25 mg\ml 1 20 1000

nimodipine syr 60 mg\20ml 1 20 1000

norepinephrine amp 8 mg 1 20 1000

nitroprusside sodium amp 25 mg\ml 1 20 1000

sodium chloride amp 0 5 100 5000

hydralazine amp 20 mg\ml 2 40 2000

dobutamine amp 250 mg 2 40 2000

atracorium amp 100 5 100 5000

medazolam amp 5 4 80 4000

propofol amp 200 10 200 10000

colchicine tab 5 1 20 1000

ferrous amp 100 2 40 2000

alendronate tab 75 1 20 1000

calcium carbonate tab 500 5 100 5000

deferoxamine vial 2000 ,500 mg 2 40 2000

methotrexate tab 2.5 mg 2 40 2000

hydroxy chloroquine tab 200 mg 2 40 2000

vitamine B12 amp 1000 mcg 2 40 2000

calcitriol tab 0.5 mcg 2 40 2000

mannitol amp 20 5 100 5000

albumine amp 20 2 40 2000
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