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Introduction and Sequence of Events: 

Since the beginning of November 2017, the pace of military actions started escalating in the 
eastern Hama countryside. The Syrian regime and its collaborating allies began to bomb the 
opposition-forces-controlled villages in both of the Al-Hamra and As-Saan sub-districts, in 
Hama governorate. An act that aimed at taking over control from the opposition forces. The 
bombardment forced the people in the eastern Hama countryside, controlled by the 
opposition forces, to flee towards the district of Ma'arrat An Nu'man in Idleb governorate. It 
was back on November 14, 2017, when the regime forces managed to advance into Tamanaah 
sub-district, in Idleb governorate, which resulted in doubling the number of the IDPs. In 
January 2018, the Information Management Unit (IMU) of the Assistance Coordination Unit 
(ACU) issued a report to reflect the needs of 117,876 IDPs distributed in the areas beyond the 
control of the regime in the governorates of Idleb and Hama1.  

On 14 January 2018, an IDP camp was targeted with shelling in the sub-district of Saraqab in 
the southern Idleb countryside.  

On January 17, 2018, the regime forced out the residents of over ten villages and farms in the 
Sinjar sub-district. Something which prompted the ISIS to advance and control the said 
villages. Most prominent among these villages are Al-Jahman , Seraa and Saree in Sinjar sub-
district. At that point, the ISIS became few kilometers away from the Sinjar town. By doing 
that, it looked like that the regime was opening the way for the ISIS to make a headway in the 
southern countryside of Idleb and to reach to the Ma’arrat An Nu'man.  

On January 29, 2018, the regime forces were able to take control of the town of Abu Al-Thohur 
in Idleb governorate, which was under the control of the opposition forces. The regime’s 
control of the town came few days after it had controlled Abu Al-Thohur military airport and 
in subsequence to raining the town heavily with shelling. The regime’ warplanes on that date 
launched 40 raids on the Saraqab town in addition to plaguing it with dozens of rockets. 
Targeting the so-called potato market in the town, resulted in killing 12 people and dozens of 
injuries, some in critical conditions. Later on, additional several air raids shelled Al-Ehsan 
hospital in Saraqab; rendering it out of service, leaving an elderly man dead, and the medical 
staff receiving injuries.  

On January 30, 2018, an air strike targeted the main market in the town of Ariha, leaving 15 
persons dead and dozens of wounded, some in critical conditions. The total number of victims 
of the air strikes on the villages of Hama, Idleb and southern Aleppo on February 1, 2018 was 
39 deaths and dozens of injuries, some in critical conditions.  

                                                           
1 https://www.acu-sy.org/en/waves-of-displacement-from-hama-and-southern-idleb-countrysides/ 
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On February 4, 2018, the bombing of the town of Kafar Nobel resulted in six casualties and 
dozens of injuries, some of whom are in critical condition. The village of Saraqab was attacked 
with poisoned gas and this has resulted in 11 cases of suffocation. On 6 February 2018, the 
ACU’s IMU through its network of enumerators, documented the warplanes targeting 12 
medical centers in less than 72 hours in the countryside of Idleb and Hama. An aggressive act 
that resulted in rendering the said medical centers out of service.  

I - IDPs Statistics: 

Keeping track of the IDPs’ movement through its network of enumerators deployed in all areas 
beyond the regime’s control and in the northern camps, the ACU’s Information Management 
Unit has documented the fleeing of 504,709 IDPs, as of February 5 2018. The IDPs are 
distributed in areas beyond the regime’s control, in the governorates of Idleb, Aleppo, and 
Hama. The IDPs took refuge in 360 villages in which 6 regular camps exist. These statistics 
include the number of IDPs from the rural areas of Hama, Aleppo and Idleb only, covering the 
period from November 2017 to February 2018. 

  

The total number of IDPs stands at 504,709. They are distributed in seven districts controlled 
by the opposition forces: the district of Jebel Saman in the Aleppo governorate, the district of 
Saqlabiyah, in Hama governorate, in addition to the five Idleb districts. The largest number of 
IDPs has been reported in the district of Idleb in its five sub-districts: Idleb center, Ma’arrat 
Tamasrin, Bensh, Taftanaz and Sarmin. The reason behind the IDPs’ preference taking refuge 
in Idleb district lies in the fact that the stay therein is more affordable, compared to other 
areas of the Idleb governorate. In the next place, as to the number of the IDPs, came the Jebel 
Saman district in the governorate of Aleppo in its three sub-districts, that are still under the 
opposition forces’ control: Al-Atareb, Daret Ezzah, and Al-Zerbah. Noting that the sub-districts 
of Tal Al-Dhamman, Banan and the Al-Hajeb in the southern countryside of Aleppo have 
become completely ghost towns, as most of the residents ran for their life to the areas that 
are still under the opposition’s control in Jebel Saman and seeing that large number of IDPs 
are staying there. Notwithstanding the ACU report of January 20182, revealing that the largest 
number of IDPs’ stay in the district of Ma'arrat An Nu'man, however, the escalation of the 
shelling in that area forced the people to flee towards the northern areas of the governorate. 
Ma'arrat An Nu'man is ranked fifth as to the number of IDPs taking refuge in, 49,282. IDPs are 
distributed in the sub-districts of Ma'arrat An Nu'man, Kafr Nobol and Khan Shaykun. No IDPs 

                                                           
2 2 https://www.acu-sy.org/en/waves-of-displacement-from-hama-and-southern-idleb-countrysides/ 
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have been reported to have taken refuge in the sub-district of Hayish, while the sub-districts 
of Sinjar and Tamanaah have been reported to have become devoid of their population by 
dint of the regime forces control.  
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II- Age Groups: 

The number of infants among the IDPs stands at 30,283, while the number of school-age 
children is 146,366, between the ages of 6 and 18, and the number of elderly is 25,235 IDPs. 
 

Governorate District Infants 
Children 

(3-5 
Years) 

Children 
(6-14 
Years) 

Teenager
s (15-18 
Years) 

Youth 
(19-25) 

Grown 
ups (26-

59 Years) 

Elderly 
(+60 

Years) 

Idleb Ariha 5,516 7,355 21,146 5,516 14,710 33,098 4,597 

Idleb Jisr-Ash- Shugur 2,065 2,754 7,918 2,065 5,508 12,393 1,721 

Idleb Harem 5,219 6,959 20,007 5,219 13,918 31,315 4,349 

Idleb Center Idleb 7,832 10,442 30,021 7,832 20,884 46,990 6,526 

Idleb Ma'arrat An 
Nu'man 2,957 3,943 11,335 2,957 7,885 17,742 2,464 

Hama As- Suqaylabiyah 430 573 1,648 430 1,146 2,579 358 

Aleppo Jebel Saman 6,263 8,351 24,009 6,263 16,702 37,580 5,219 

Total 30,283 40,377 116,083 30,283 80,753 181,695 25,235 
 

III- IDPs’ Places of Distribution:  

The ratio of IDPs who settled in rented houses reached 32% of their total number standing at 
163,934; while the lowest number of IDPs settled in regular camps, with a percentage of 6% 
only of the total number being 28,224. 
 

  

The largest number of IDPs settled in rented homes and is reported to be 163,339. The largest 
number of IDPs who were able to take houses for rent is reported in the districts of Idleb 
center and in Ariha. Part of the IDPs settling in vacant shops have been reported to be staying 
in the town of Idleb and were listed under the group accommodation category. The number 
of IDPs who were forced to stay in the open and in random camps in the district of Jebel Saman 
is 30,585 IDPs. Noting that some of the IDPs coming from the southern Aleppo countryside 
are Bedouins who have moved their tents along and settled in the open lands in the Jebel 
Saman district, and some have no tents. 
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Governorate District Rented 
Houses 

Hosting 
Families 

Group 
Housing 

Right to 
Use 

Houses 

Regular 
Camps 

Vacant 
buildings 

In the 
Open and 
Random 
Camps 

Idleb Ariha 35,022 15,214 10,932 9,435 - 6,397 14,938 

Idleb Jisr-Ash- Shugur 8,331 1,090 1,390 17,624 234 2,375 3,380 

Idleb Harem 28,512 3,080 3,499 1,915 27,990 2,699 19,290 

Idleb Center Idleb 59,566 13,993 9,140 13,808 - 5,874 28,146 

Idleb Ma'arrat An 
Nu'man 11,593 6,049 3,263 4,154 - 2,632 21,591 

Hama As- Suqaylabiyah 1,705 788 625 3,317 - 65 665 

Aleppo Jebel Saman 19,205 21,125 11,941 7,122 - 14,412 30,585 

Total 163,934 61,339 40,790 57,375 28,224 34,454 118,595 
 

IV- Distribution of IDPs in Regular Camps: 

Regular camp(s) is a term used to indicate the camp(s) established prior to the arrival of IDPs. 
The camps in northern Syria are so-called regular camps by the CCCM Cluster, as several 
criteria are fulfilled in the camp, regardless of whether such camps have been established 
before or after the arrival of the IDPs. The total number of families who took refuge in the 
regular camps was 4,716, consisting of 28,244 individuals, who are distributed among 6 
clusters. 

 
The largest number of IDPs who have settled in regular camps is reported to have taken refuge 
in Deir Hassan cluster, located in the sub-district of Al-Dana, with 3,225 households. It is worth 
mentioning here that 18 newly established camps have been created in the Deir Hassan 
cluster and that 14 of those camps have received additional IDPs coming from within the same 
cluster; whereas 18 other camps have not seen any. Atmeh cluster in the Al-Dana sub-district 
received a total of 1,080 IDP families, who distributed within and around the camp. 
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Data from the ACU-IMU’s enumerators showed that all IDP households taking refuge in the 
Deir Hassan and Salqin clusters were distributed within the camps of these clusters, and hence 
making their access to the assistance linked up with the distribution of the aid to the resident 
already exiting therein. In the meantime, for the remaining clusters, the IDPs have not taken 
refuge in the camps but rather in their vicinity; something which would frustrate their access 
to the aid distributed within the camps of these clusters, as oftentimes may happen. 

 

Data from ACU-IMU’s enumerators showed that 78% of the IDP families taking refuge in 
regular camps are in possession of tents, with a number of 3,648 and the remaining families 
at large took refuge in Qah and in Kherbet Al-Joz clusters, who are also in possession of tents.   

V: Distribution of IDPs in Regular Camps:  

The type and size of the response varies depending on the provider. More often than not the 
community people tend to be the ones that first provide response to newly coming IDPs, 
especially in cases where sudden mass exodus takes place. Such response would be to provide 
some mattresses, blankets and some food items over just a few days. This kind of response is 
rather a local community people response or it may be orchestrated out of some personal 
simple initiatives. The Local councils and Syrian organizations would start counting IDPs 
number and provide them with aid form the available source in stock. While the INGOs often 
rely on statistics from local councils to provide their response, which often will be studied in 
such a way that the amount of aid provided would be sufficient for a household for at least 
one month. The results of the study showed that 58% of the villages that experienced 
displacement during the past three months received a response, while 42% of the villages that 
experienced displacement did not receive any response. 
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A response was provided in 111 villages by local organizations, which accounted for 42% of 
the villages that received IDPs during the past three months, while the response provided by 
the INGOs was present in 90 villages, which constituted 34% of the total number of villages 
that received IDPs. The majority cases of the activity taken by the INGOs has been 
concentrated in three districts of Idleb governorate: Harim district, where GOAL has been 
active, Idleb district, where GOAL, PEOPLE IN NEED, and HAND IN HAND were active, and in 
Ariha district in which SYRIA CHARITY and PEOPLE IN NEED were active. 
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The data showed that the largest number of villages in which response was received, the 
newly coming IDPs received emergency food baskets. These baskets contained enough 
canned food for only a few days. The number of villages where emergency baskets were 
distributed was 89 villages. The aid distribution covered the IDPs who arrived in the past 
three months only.  In addition, food baskets were distributed in 85 villages. The INGOs 
distributed cash aid with an amount ranging from $ 100 to $ 130 per household, and tents 
were distributed in Harim and in Idleb only. 

Governorate District Cash 
Support Fuel Emergencty 

Baskets 
Food 

Baskets Health Kits 
NFIs, 

Mattresses, 
Blankets 

Tents Clothes 

Idleb Ariha 7 4 3 6 1 4  2 

Idleb Jisr-Ash- Shugur    3  3   

Idleb Harem   17 16  5   

Idleb Center Idleb 14 2 21 15 4 5 1 2 

Idleb Ma'arrat An Nu'man  2 2 13 3 20   

Hama As- Suqaylabiyah    19     

Aleppo Jebel Saman 15  46 13 26    

Total 36 8 89 85 34 37 1 4 
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The Information Management Unit (IMU), in the ACU, monitors the numbers of displaced 
persons on a regular basis, monitors responses from different actors, and shares 
information with all actors working in Syrian affairs in order to reach the most needy 
civilians in the acute shortage of assistance and degradation. Humanitarian situation. 
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