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THE CARIBBEAN: HURRICANE IRMA 
Situation Report No. 01  
(as of 6  September 2017) 

 
This report is produced by OCHA ROLAC.  It is prepared in collaboration with the OCHA teams located in various 
countries and the OCHA regional office in Panama. It covers the first period from 5 to 6 September 2017.  The 
next report will be issued on or around September 8 2017. 
 

Highlights 

● Thousands of people have been 
evacuated from at-risk areas. 

● Irma made landfall on north-east 
Caribbean islands during the early 
hours of 6 September, affecting 
Antigua and Barbuda, Anguilla, British 
Virgin Islands, St Barthélemy, St. 
Martin, the Virgin Islands and other 
islands in the eastern Caribbean Sea. 

● Irma is predicted to hit Puerto Rico 
tonight, before continuing to the 
Dominican Republic, Haiti, Cuba, Turks 
and Caicos and south-eastern 
Bahamas by Thursday evening. 

● There is continued risk of catastrophic 
damage from hurricane force winds, 
storm surge, and flooding in areas on 
Irma’s trajectory. 

● Hurricane Irma is being slowly trailed 
by Hurricane Jose, which is moving 
very slowly across the Atlantic Ocean 
and is anticipated to affect the northern 
Leeward Islands. 

 

49 million 

 
people directly in Irma’s 

projected path. 
 

770,000  
 

Possible severely affected boys, 
girls, and adolescents 

 
Source: UNICEF  

300 km/h 

 
Irma’s maximum sustained 

wind speed. 

 

 

 
Irma is now a category five hurricane and is considered 
the most powerful hurricane to be ever recorded over the 
Atlantic Ocean. Source: National Hurricane Center (NHC)  
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Overview  
Anguilla 

Total pop. 12,316. Exposed pop. 12,316. 100% population estimated exposure to high wind zones 

Anguilla reported critical damage, including roads blocked, damage to the hospital and the police 
station. 

Antigua and Barbuda 

Total pop. 87,858. Exposed pop. 87,858. 100% population exposure to high wind zones 

Irma passed over Antigua and Barbuda at 01:47am local time 6 September. The island country’s  
Prime Minister, Mr. Gaston Browne stated that early preparations led to remarkable outcomes - no 
lives were lost in Antigua, damage to infrastructure was minor. However, assessments have yet to 
take place in Barbuda as access has been limited - reports indicate the destruction of  90 per cent of 
structures. The population of Barbuda is around 1,600 people. 

St Barthélemy and St Martin 

Total pop. 37,609. Exposed pop. 37,609. 100% population exposure to high wind zones 

The French Government has confirmed widespread flooding and power outages on the islands of St 
Barthélemy and St Martin. Several homes have been damaged and roofs blown off.  The damage in 
St Barthélemy is being described as “devastating” and “apocalyptic.” Government offices in St. Martin 
have been partially destroyed. 

St. Kitts and Nevis 

Total pop. 47,897. Exposed pop. 47,897. 100% population exposure to high wind zones 

Minor damage is being reported in Nevis.  St. Kitts is conducting an initial situation assessment. 

Puerto Rico  

Total pop. 3,651,232.  Exposed pop. 3,651,232.. 100% population exposure to high wind zones 

The governor in the US territory of Puerto Rico has asked the Department of Defense to activate the 
National Guard as Irma closes in on the island. The latest forecast predicts the hurricane will pass 
just north of San Juan, the capital of Puerto Rico later this evening.  Reports from Puerto Rico say 
that wind speeds have already reached over 176 km/h (110mph) in the nearby Virgin Islands. 

Dominican Republic 

Total pop. 10,470,773.  Exposed pop. 10,454,596.  99.85% population exposure to high wind zones 

Irma is expected to affect the Dominican Republic in the next 48 to 72 hours. The National Emergency 
Operations Center has declared 17 provinces on red alert, mainly along the northern coast, 
recommending evacuation protocols to shelters traditionally used for flood response. 

Haiti 

Total pop. 10,596,666.  Exposed pop. 9,830,946.  92.77% population exposure to high wind zones 

Irma is expected to affect the northern coast of Haiti in the next 48 to 72 hours. In anticipation of the 
storm’s path over northern Haiti, three departments (administrative divisions) have been put on 
hurricane alert (Nord, Nord-Ouest and Nord-Est) and three others have been put on tropical storm 
alert (Centre, Ouest (PAP) and Artibonite). 

Cuba 

Total pop. 11,266,280. Exposed pop. 6,834,579.  60.66% population exposure to high wind zones 

Irma is expected to affect the eastern regions of Cuba in the next 48 to 72 hours. The Government of 
Cuba has declared a state of alert in provinces expected to be most affected, including Camagüey, 
Ciego de Ávila, Granma, Guantánamo, Holguín, Las Tunas, Santiago de Cuba and Villa Clara. 
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Bahamas 

Total pop. 343,735.  Exposed pop. 20,015. 5.82% population exposure to high wind zones 

The Prime Minister, Mr. Hubert Minnis, ordered a mandatory evacuation of six islands in the southern 
part of the island chain. Irma poses a direct threat to the islands of Mayaguana, Inagua, Crooked 
Island, Acklins, Long Cay and Ragged Island. This would be the largest evacuation in the history of 
the Bahamas as thousands are being flown to Nassau on New Providence island. 

Turks and Caicos 

Total pop. 45,020. Exposed pop. 45,020. 100% population exposure to high wind zones 

Authorities have issued a hurricane warning for the Turks and Caicos islands as they brace for Irma’s 
arrival within 48 hours. In anticipation, authorities also issued an evacuation order for Salt Cay on 5 
September. Tourism officials are urging visitors to leave if they have the means to do so safely. 

[Population and exposure estimates from UNOSAT. Estimates from International Federation of the 
Red Cross available at https://goo.gl/mkF83A] 

 

Humanitarian Preparedness and Response 
The Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA) continues to monitor the system 

and provide updates as is necessary. The agency’s Regional Response Mechanism (RRM) and 

Regional Coordination Center (RCC) are fully active. 

The CARICOM Disaster Relief Unit (CDRU), Disaster Assessment and Coordination (CDAC) team 

and Operational Support Team (COST) are also on standby. 

The National Emergency Operations Centers (COE) are active in several Caribbean countries and 

remain on alert in the different ports and marinas to prevent human and material losses. 

Humanitarian regional partners are monitoring the situation and are in contact with their sub-offices 

in the Caribbean. 

CDEMA requested OCHA to deploy UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) teams to 

assist in initial needs assessment, coordination of the response and information management.  

There are concerns that humanitarian partners have a limited presence in the northern regions of 
Haiti where Irma is expected to hit harder possibly resulting in flash floods and landslides in a country 
still reeling from last year’s Hurricane Matthew. The Office of Civil Protection of Haiti has scheduled 
a visit to the North trying to ensure preparedness actions are underway. 

ECHO and DFID are also pre-positioning their staff in the Dominican Republic and Jamaica to ensure 
that they will have deeper access to the affected regions. 

IFRC stated that they have mobilized 60,000 Swiss francs to the national Red Cross Societies in 

Antigua and Barbuda and St. Kitts and Nevis. They are working on requests for the Dominican 

Republic and Haiti. 

 

UN Environment has produced hazard impact tables which identify industrial plants, chemical 

facilities, and the presence of other potentially noxious or toxic pollutants which could pose a threat. 

So far UN Environment has information from Antigua, Barbuda and Turks & Caicos, but it is continuing 

to map information in the northern part of the Dominican Republic, Haiti, St Kitts & Nevis.  

 

UNICEF’s Rapid Response Roster has been activated and staff are scheduled to mobilize from 

Barbados with first assessment teams. Four additional technical staff (Education and Child 

Protection) are on standby to accompany additional CDEMA assessment missions to islands. 

 

https://goo.gl/mkF83A
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  Logistics 

Damages and Needs:  

● Dutch Saint Martin airport closed.  
● Antigua airport re-opening 7 September  

 

Response: 

● Humanitarian regional partners have supplies available in the United Nations Humanitarian 
Response Depot (UNHRD) in Panama. 

● UNHRD informs that the best way to send supplies is by air. They are prepared and it will 
take 24-48 hours to prepare a charter flight. 

● The Spanish Agency for International Cooperation for Development (AECID) has reported 

that it has stocks of relief supplies in Madrid, Spain, and is ready to mobilize in case if required 
to complement UNHRD’ s efforts in Panama. 

● Global logistics cluster had airlift capacity into Port-au-Prince, Haiti, and a flight departed on 
6 September from Dubai. 

 
Contact person at UNHRD in Panama: Francisco Quesada (francisco.quesada@wfp.org)  
 

Health  

    
Damages and Needs:  

● There is a growing concern that treatment of cholera in western Haiti could be affected by 
Irma as the treatment centres in that part of Haiti are essentially makeshift. The centres are 
being deactivated and population is getting the needed assistance at the hospitals. However, 
hospitals in the West Department present functional problems, so a group of epidemiologists 
have been activated to monitor the situation in the northern zone in close coordination with 
the Ministry of Health. 

 

Response: 

● PAHO/WHO have pre-deployed staff to the Turks and Caicos Islands and to the Bahamas. 
Three staff members have been stationed in Antigua and Barbuda, Anguilla and in St 
Kitts/Nevis. The Washington office has been assisting and supporting with monitoring and 
providing updates and has been in contact with the countries’ Ministries of Health and  
Disaster Coordinators. Teams are on standby and the areas of focus include Coordination, 
Logistics, Water and Sanitation, Damage Assessment and Information Management. Health 
engineers have been reported as needed. 

● UNICEF stated that it will work with PAHO to provide psychosocial support. Psychosocial 
support teams are on standby for deployment. 

 

Contact person at PAHO/WHO in Washington: Ciro Ugarte (ugarteci@paho.org)   
 
 

 

 

https://ee.kobotoolbox.org/x/#YICq
https://ee.kobotoolbox.org/x/#YICq
mailto:francisco.quesada@wfp.org
mailto:ugarteci@paho.org
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 Water, sanitation and hygiene  

Response: 

● UNICEF in Latin America and the Caribbean has activated emergency situation protocols 
and have pre-positioned supplies of drinking water and emergency kits to be distributed in 
coordination with national authorities in the most affected communities. 

● Surge capacity personnel from Latin America and the Caribbean are on standby, with one 
team member arriving in Barbados today (6 September) to support Rapid Assessment and 
WASH. 

 
 

Contact person at UNICEF in Panama: Douglas Reimer (dreimer@unicef.org)  
 

Food security  
 
Response: 

● FAO has received a request from CDEMA for rapid needs assessments. They have sent 2 
specialists in fisheries and agriculture who will arrive in Barbados on 7 September. 

● WFP has mobilized 4 staff members to Gonaives and Port-au-Prince to  support the response 
in Haiti. The team includes experts on nutrition, gender and assessments.  

● On 6 September, WFP sent a flight from Dubai to Port-au-Prince with high energy biscuits. 
● A food security consortium operates in the north-west department of Haiti due to recent 

drought conditions and could support response, this includes WFP, FAO, Plan International, 
and Oxfam. 

 
Contact person at FAO in Panama: Marco Minelli (Marco.Minelli@fao.org) and at WFP in 
Panama: Sofianne Essayem (sofianne.essayem@wfp.org) 
 
 

 Protection  

Response: 

● UN Women is coordinating with UNFPA to send dignity kits. 
● UNFPA have reproductive health kits, as well as dignity and hygiene kits pre-positioned with 

UNHRD and are available for deployment. 
● UNICEF has disseminated integrated key preparedness messages mainly through radio 

partnerships, the U-Report Global tool and via Facebook Messenger, Viber and other social 
media channels.   Communication materials have been pre-positioned on child protection and 
youth volunteers have been mobilized and are prepared for engaging with communities at 
risk in the Dominican Republic. 

 

Contact person at UN Women in Panama: Alma Perez (alma.perez@unwomen.org) and at 
UNFPA in Panama: Jayne Adams (adams@unfpa.org) 
 

 Temporary Shelters and Non Food Items 

Response: 

● IOM is accompanying the Government of the Dominican Republic in evacuating families in 

mailto:dreimer@unicef.org
mailto:Marco.Minelli@fao.org
mailto:sofianne.essayem@wfp.org
mailto:alma.perez@unwomen.org
mailto:adams@unfpa.org
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high-risk areas (there are 17 provinces on alert in the country). IOM have an established plan 
for this and can mobilize financial and human resources if necessary. 

 
Contact person at OIM in Panama: Luz Tantaruna (ltantaruna@iom.int)  

 
General Coordination  
 

OCHA ROLAC convened an ad-hoc meeting with regional humanitarian partners (RedLac) to share 
information on the situation and any preparedness actions taken or planned.   
 
The Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA) is holding daily partner 
briefings in Barbados and via WebEx.  The CDEMA 24-hour contact number 1(246) 434-4880 and 
email cdema@cdema.org  
 
CDEMA are organising assessment teams using Barbados as staging ground to two sub-regional 
hubs: Antigua (for eastern Caribbean) and Jamaica (for Bahamas and Turks and Caicos as 
needed).  
 
OCHA has shared an assessment tool that can be shared with any responder  that looks at 
hurricane impact, displacement, response and needs: https://ee.kobotoolbox.org/x/#YICq 
 
Humanitarian Contact List for Hurricane Irma is available on Humanitarian ID: Deploying teams are 
encouraged to register at: https://humanitarian.id 
 
 
 
For further information, please contact: 
 
Wendy Cue, Head of OCHA Regional Office, cue@un.org  Tel: (+507) 317 1748 Cel: (+507) 6679-
1861 
 
To find updated information online please visit: www.reliefweb.int  and www.redhum.org    
 
To provide inputs to this report, please send information to:  hurricaneirma@undac.org and ocha-
rolac@un.org  

 

mailto:ltantaruna@iom.int
mailto:cdema@cdema.org
https://ee.kobotoolbox.org/x/#YICq
https://humanitarian.id/
mailto:cue@un.org
http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://www.redhum.org/
mailto:hurricaneirma@undac.org
mailto:ocha-rolac@un.org
mailto:ocha-rolac@un.org

