
WHAT YOU NEED TO 

KNOW 

Humanitarian programme for forcibly 

displaced Myanmar nationals in Cox’s Bazar, 

Bangladesh 

609,000  

4,000  

people have arrived  

since 25 August 

1.2 million  require immediate 

humanitarian 

crossed the border in 

the past week 

assistance, including earlier arriving 

Myanmar nationals and vulnerable 

members of host communities 

Situation report: 

6 November 2017 
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In the past eight weeks, over half a million people have fled Rakhine 

State of Myanmar into Bangladesh. They were escaping from 

violence and persecution. Currently this is the fastest-growing crisis of 

its kind in the world, and the largest in over twenty years. People 

brought with them only what they could carry. Many have spent their 

money to secure boat rides to cross the Naf river into Bangladesh 

and the rest of it was spent in  buying  basic shelter materials upon 

arrival.  

 

 



On Average, households have over six 

members, and many families share tents 

with others. Living conditions are 

dangerously dense, with high risks of 

disease outbreaks. Physical security and 

protection in the camps are  growing 

concerns. There are recent reports of  

men committing violent crimes against 

women in the camps. Women are also 

resorting to sex work and human 

trafficking is a growing threat for women 

and children.  

 

Most shelters are inadequate for the 

winter temperatures and added to that is 

a looming cyclone season. In the process 

of building makeshift homes many trees 

have been cut down. This deforestation is 

increasing the risk of mudslides and 

damage from extreme winds.  

 

Tensions are rising within the host 

community and they are outnumbered 

by the displaced population. Costs of 

everyday essentials, property prices and 

transport are at a hike.  Many traders are 

facing rising supply challenges and lack 

capital to expand with demand. Public 

services are impacted, and many schools 

are closed to accommodate shelter for 

new arrivals. 

 

To tackle this complex emergency aid 

organizations are coordinating closely. 

As a result , the arrival process is now 

handled more effectively. Agencies are 

providing services both in border areas 

and at a transit centre. The transit centre 

hosts a variety of services, including hot 

meals, health checks and emergency 

counseling.  

 

The Government has allocated 3,000 

acres for a new camp to house both new 

arrivals and people who arrived prior to 

 

 

Source: ISCG Situation Report 5 November 2017  
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August 25. Many people are  moving to 

the proposed new sites, while 

widespread infrastructure and 

services are yet to be established. Site 

planning is starting to take place in 

some areas. Significant confusion still 

exists over different systems of site 

demarcation.  

 

As of 4 November, the Bangladesh 

Immigration and Passports Department 

has registered 405,700 people using 

biometric registration. These data 

will help with planning the organised 

settlements and better assessing 

population needs. 

  

 



HEALTH, NUTRITION, AND FOOD SECURITY 

Needs 

Many families are not familiar with 

family planning, and have limited 

knowledge of birth 

control.  Distrust, fear and 

challenges in accessing health 

services in Rakhine State also 

contribute to low demand of such 

services.  Some families have 

expressed interest in injectable 

methods rather than pills or 

condoms.  UNICEF’s recent 

nutrition assessment in 

Kutupalong revealed a 7.5 per 

cent prevalence of life-threatening 

severe acute malnutrition.   

 

This past week, with rains 

subsiding, there is an increasing 

amount of dust in the air. This is 

contributing to respiratory 

conditions, particularly for 

children.  
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▪ While the community was originally 

not familiar with birth control, they 

are now starting to come to the 

health centers for contraceptives, 

encouraged by community 

volunteers and health workers. The  

message dissemination on health 

and family planning may have played 

a role in this transformation. More 

work remains in ensuring positive 

behavior change regarding family 

planning. 700,000 cholera 

immunisations has been completed.  

 

▪ BRAC established four TB labs, 

supported by technicians and 

support staff.  

 

 

Response to date 

On the hunt for tuberculosis and 

malaria in Cox’s Bazar 

See more at: 

http://response.brac.net/rohingya-refugee-crisis-on-the-hunt-for-tuberculosis-and-malaria-in-coxs-bazar/
http://response.brac.net/rohingya-refugee-crisis-on-the-hunt-for-tuberculosis-and-malaria-in-coxs-bazar/
http://response.brac.net/rohingya-refugee-crisis-on-the-hunt-for-tuberculosis-and-malaria-in-coxs-bazar/
http://response.brac.net/rohingya-refugee-crisis-on-the-hunt-for-tuberculosis-and-malaria-in-coxs-bazar/
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Gaps/constraints:  
 

 Improved communication about treatment is required. People are given medications 

but often don’t know how to take them.  

  

Health workers and other aid workers are facing time constraints in finishing their 

tasks within 5pm - a measure set by the military for assuring security. Emergency 

protocols and referral pathways must be established for pregnant women who go 

into labour at night. Currently there is one ambulance service available but there is 

need for more. 

 

There is a need for local staff to be vaccinated. 

 

Concerns around maintaining patient privacy and dignity  



Needs 

• 1,836 new arrivals reported 

incidents of gender-based 

violence.  

 

• 2,462 unaccompanied children 

have been identified, registered 

and need continuous support 

and reunification services. 

• A transit centre has been established. 

 

• 6,723 women and girls have received gender-

based violence (GBV) service information from 

established safe spaces for women and girls. 

 

• 4,643 women and girls have accessed these 

safe spaces for peer support and recreation, 

case management, and GBV emergency 

referral services. 

 

• At least 44,405 people have been reached with 

GBV sub-sector assistance. 

 

• BRAC has identified 165 unaccompanied 

children through its 120 child-friendly spaces, 

and successfully reunited 17 with their families. 

The Bangladesh Government 

Social Services Division has 

identified and registered 22,484 

orphaned children. Community’s 

involvement is crucial for 

preventing gender-based 

violence, child trafficking and 

other forms of harmful activities. 

Community-based protection 

committees need representation 

of women, men, block leaders and 

adolescents to derive effective 

solutions that are contextual and 

appropriate. A huge need still 

exists for more women-friendly 

spaces. Also, door-to-door 

counselling services are becoming 

necessary as many of the women 

and girls do not get out of their 

houses. 

 

Response to date 

Gaps/constraints:  
 

Adolescent girls rarely leave their homes due 

to conservative cultural practices, fear of 

abuse and harassment, and household chores. 

Adolescent boys are just as vulnerable, with 

many angry and traumatized by their 

experiences in Myanmar. More programmes 

specifically targeting adolescents, both boys 

and girls, are needed. 
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PROTECTION 

Keeping the smallest people safe 

See more at: 

http://response.brac.net/keeping-the-smallest-people-safe/


 s 

Needs 

• 598,283 individuals are in 

need of immediate WASH 

services. 

• 567,000 people have been reached with 

immediate WASH assistance.  

 

• 4,637 tube wells(3,237 are functional) and  

25,810 emergency latrines(16,928 are 

functional) have been built. 

 

• 40,352 hygiene kits (including sanitary napkins, 

toothbrushes, and combs) have been 

distributed. 

 

• BRAC has installed 1,128 shallow tube wells 

and 10,095 latrines. 

Response to date 

Gaps/constraints:  
 

There are not enough latrines for women, and 

most latrines do not have locks. Disposal of 

infant faeces is also a growing issue. Many 

people believe that latrines are only for adults; 

it is quite accepted for children to defecate in 

open areas.  Efforts will be needed to reshape 

this social norm. 
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WATER, SANITATION, AND HYGIENE 

The preliminary results of a recent 

World Health Organization water 

quality testing initiative indicated that 

tube wells are increasingly 

contaminated, with less than 30% 

providing safe water. At the 

household level, accounting for 

cleanliness of containers used to 

transport and store water, the 

assessment showed almost 90% of 

households are drinking unsafe 

water.  As these are based on a small 

sample, further monitoring is need to 

assess the complete situation, but 

many organizations are proactively 

distributing water purification tablets 

and intensifying messaging of safe 

practices. 

 

It has been estimated that a third of 

existing water sources or sanitation 

facilities have become non-functional 

and are in need of repair, and an 

estimated 7,700 tube wells are 

needed to supply safe drinking water 

for the recent influx of people. More 

attention is needed on 

decommissioning unusable latrines. 

 

Averting a mass health crisis at 

Bangladesh’s most popular holiday 

destination 

 

See more at: 

http://response.brac.net/averting-a-mass-health-crisis-at-bangladeshs-most-popular-holiday-destination/
http://response.brac.net/averting-a-mass-health-crisis-at-bangladeshs-most-popular-holiday-destination/
http://response.brac.net/averting-a-mass-health-crisis-at-bangladeshs-most-popular-holiday-destination/


SHELTER AND NON-FOOD ITEMS 

Needs 

• 100,000 emergency 

shelters are needed  

• 150,000 households have received 

emergency shelter support (at least 

one tarpaulin). 

 

• 96,000 households have received 

blankets and floor mats. 

 

• BRAC has provided tarpaulins and 

floormats to 51,000 households, 

clothes to 123,000 children. NFI kits 

including blankets have ben provided 

to 9000 households. 

Supplies of winter clothing 

are required to help people 

stay warm when the 

temperature falls after dusk.  

Response to date 

Gaps/constraints:  
 

Solar lights are being distributed, but not all families know how to recharge them 

effectively. Consequently some organizations have experimented with flash lights, 

which are in some ways more convenient but also mean that batteries will be 

another item that will soon pile up in the settlements. 

7 

Life in a makeshift shelter in Cox’s Bazar 

See more at: 

http://response.brac.net/rohingya-refugee-crisis-life-in-a-makeshift-shelter-in-coxs-bazar/


EDUCATION 

Needs 

• 60% of new arrivals are 

children. 

 

• 453,000 children need 

education services and 

5,615 teachers need to 

be recruited. 

• 45,523 children are attending early 

learning and basic non-formal 

education centres. 

 

• 15,251 adolescent boys and girls 

have received life skills sessions. 

 

• 65,851 children have received 

support in 175 child-friendly spaces 

altogether. 

 

• BRAC has established 120 of the 

child-friendly spaces and supported 

20,920 children. 

Recent assessments have found 

that there are diverse parental 

preferences for their children’s 

schools. Most prefer Burmese or 

English medium in hopes of 

repatriation. Currently, the only 

education available is provided 

by madrasas. Faced with a lack 

of choices, madrasas are where 

most students are receiving 

education at the moment 

Response to date 

Gaps/constraints: 
Limited attendance of learners 

at the learning centres due to 

time conflicts with relief 

collection. There are lack of 

WASH facilities in the learning 

centres. 
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Holding on to childhood through 

child friendly spaces 

See more at: 

http://response.brac.net/holding-on-to-childhood-through-child-friendly-spaces/
http://response.brac.net/holding-on-to-childhood-through-child-friendly-spaces/


KEY CHALLENGES 

Inability to take advantage of available services.  The settlements are confusing and 

change constantly.  Many don’t know about services located close to their 

homes.  Even the information centers can be difficult to find. Announcements and 

communication materials are often circulated in Bengali.  Low literacy rates also mean 

that translated materials may not solve the problem for many.   Ultimately, the solution 

will include building cadres of community mobilizers who have a wide understanding of 

available services and can link people effectively.  

 

Waste management.  Work also needs to urgently be done on waste management, 

which is a rapidly growing problem.  Because of space constraints, most tubewells have 

latrines located nearby that pose a threat to the water quality, particularly if they fill 

up.  The most recent water testing found high levels of contamination in most tubewells, 

but there is still no systemic solution on how to safely remove and dispose the waste. 

 

Growing risks of fire.  Makeshift homes made out of bamboo and plastics are closely 

packed, side by side. Most families cook over an open flame inside these homes. This 

brings a high risk for  fire hazards, particularly with the approaching dry season. The 

accumulated waste from NFI kit packages, disposable sanitary napkins and more 

continues to grow. Designated outdoor cooking spaces, such as community kitchens, 

are hopefully on their way.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

OPERATIONS  
 

Bithun Mazid  

bithun.mazid@brac.net  

+88 01755 692016 
 

 

MEDIA 

 
Shararat Islam 

shararat.is@brac.net 

+88 01711 739852 

 

 

PARTNERSHIP 
 

Asif Kashem  

asif.mk@brac.net 

 +88 01741 467033  
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