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REFUGEE NEWS BRIEFINGS 

1. Sudan: peace through education 

Washington DC, 30 August 2010 – JRS has urged the governments of 
Sudan and Southern Sudan to commit themselves to a non-violent 
resolution of their differences, regardless of the outcome of the 
referendum on independence in January 2012. Moreover, JRS has 
called on the international community to sustain its support for the 
peace agreement. 



Although much remains to be done, peace 
has made possible the beginnings of an 
improvement in education, health, and 
sanitation. Unfortunately, many provisions of 
the 2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement 
have yet to be resolved, such as border 
delineation and the sharing of oil revenues. 
With time running short, JRS is concerned 
the conflict could reignite and jeopardise 
recent progress. 

Since the signing of the CPA, some 320,000 refugees and 50,000 internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) have returned home to Southern Sudan. Re-
establishing their communities has been no easy task. There is little modern 
infrastructure in the country, as development was stalled by more than twenty 
years of war. 

Throughout this period, JRS has contributed to development by building schools, 
supporting teacher training, providing school supplies, encouraging the education 
of girls and building the capacity of local communities to take charge of their own 
educational needs. 

Southern Sudan is vast, and the needs are far larger than JRS alone can 
address. JRS indeed hopes its accomplishments in Southern Sudan will provide 
a template for others to replicate, thus benefiting many more people. The 
expansion of educational opportunities for returning refugees can be a key factor 
in stabilising local communities, improving local capacity and demonstrating the 
benefits of the peace process. 

Some done, much to do 

Initially, and often still today, the quality of education in schools founded by 
returned Southern Sudanese refugees has been limited by the lack of local 
resources and teaching capacity. UNICEF estimates that most Southern 
Sudanese schools are located outdoors, under trees, and fewer than 20 percent 
of teachers have a teaching qualification. The Government of Southern Sudan is 
facing challenges on numerous fronts. 

During the war, JRS provided education and other services to Sudanese 
refugees in Adjumani (Uganda) and Kakuma (Kenya). Subsequently, at the 
invitation of returnee communities, JRS established education projects in and 
around the towns of Nimule, Lobone, Kajo Keji, and Yei. 

For instance, in 2001 JRS began working in Lobone, an area in Southern 
Sudan’s Eastern Equatoria state, and has improved access to primary education 
by building three primary schools and supporting seven schools. The schools in 
the Lobone area have benefitted from supplies, in-service training for untrained 
teachers, support for fifteen teachers to attend university, and encouragement of 



female education. Presently these projects directly assist 2,200 students and 58 
teachers, and also bring indirect benefits to thousands more in these 
communities. Similar progress has been made in Nimule, Kajo Keji, and Yei. 

For more information on education in Southern Sudan click here 
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2. Central African Republic: new peacekeeping force requested 

Rome, 18 August 2010 – The Central African Republic (CAR) has 
asked the UN Security Council not to withdraw UN peacekeeping forces 
from the country when the mandate for Chad and CAR expires on 31 
December next. 

In response to demands from Chad, the May 
session Security Council instructed UN 
peacekeepers in Chad and Central African 
Republic, known as MINURCAT, to withdraw 
from this impoverished part of Africa by the 
year's end. 

According to CAR government sources, 
there is a need to protect the population in 
conflict affected areas. NGOs and other 
observers are concerned about escalating violence. 

Several different rebel groups, including the Ugandan Lord's Resistance Army, 
are active in the country's north and east, and recent attacks have reinforced 
doubts that the government is unable to protect the population. 

Insecurity leading to death and displacement 

Tens of thousands of people have fled eastern CAR, with an estimated 15,000 to 
20,000 people having sought refuge in the main towns, leaving entire villages 
abandoned. In the last few months, the government has deployed about 200 
troops in the area to help protect civilians, too few to provide adequate 
protection. 

According to Human Rights Watch on 13 August, the LRA has abducted more 
than 697 adults and children in a largely unreported campaign in CAR and the 
neighbouring Bas Uele district of northern Democratic Republic of Congo over 
the past 18 months. 

During the abduction campaign, the LRA has brutally killed at least 255 adults 
and children who tried to escape, walked too slowly, or were unable to bear the 
heavy loads they were forced to carry, often by crushing their skulls with clubs. In 
dozens of cases, the LRA forced captive children to kill other children and adults. 



There has been very little reporting of the LRA's numerous abuses in the region 
because it is so remote and communications extremely poor. JRS is one of the 
few humanitarian agencies working there, and there is only a small UN presence. 
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3. India: rumours of return circulating refugee camps 

Bangalore, 23 August 2010 – Sri Lankan refugees should be clearly told 
that no steps will be taken to force them home until they are happy the 
situation is safe for them, according to JRS South Asia Director, 
Prakash Louis SJ. 

Rumours have been flying around the 115 
camps for Sri Lankan refugees ever since 
the war between ethnic Tamil insurgents and 
the Sri Lankan army officially ended in May 
2009. These fears need to be addressed. 

“Most of the refugee population dream of 
being able to return home in peace. For 
many that moment has not yet arrived. Our 
job is to accompany them on whichever road 
they take; for the time being that is here in India”, said Fr Prakash. 

In 2009, 500 Sri Lankan refugees received travel documents from the UN 
refugee agency (UNHCR) to return home, out of a total population of more than 
105,000 refugees. Many of those who have returned have family, land and 
businesses in the country. 

Wherever people have been able to return home, they are still struggling to 
rebuild their lives. Many Tamil and Muslim Sri Lankans do not feel comfortable 
with the idea of returning to their heavily militarised home towns. However, Fr 
Prakash encourages NGOs with offices in Sri Lanka to ensure follow-up support 
is provided for those who decide to return. 

All the options 

In the meantime, it is important that other solutions be examined. Some 
refugees, particularly those with Sri Lankan citizenship, may want to remain in 
India. In this case, Fr Prakash believes, civil society groups should do what they 
can to encourage the Indian government to allow them to remain in the country. 

Other groups are looking at the possibility of being resettled in third countries, 
particularly the better educated refugees. However, it is unlikely that this option 
will be available to anything but a very small number. According to Fr Prakash, 
this option is not without problems. In some cases families are divided between 
those wishing to remain in the region and others hoping to go to Western nations. 



In the interim, there is a need to ensure that existing programmes are not phased 
down, and if anything, more done to improve the circumstances of Sri Lankan 
refugees in India. 

Basic accommodation and minimal financial assistance are provided to the 
population, as is access to the labour market. However, restrictions, such as 
curfews, are placed on their freedom of movement, particularly in some refugee 
camps near the coast. Conditions in some of the camps can at best be described 
as deplorable. 

Moreover, Sri Lankan refugees also receive assistance from a variety of NGOs, 
including JRS which provides vocational education and training, and support to 
establish small businesses. In spite of the ethnic proximity of the refugees to the 
host population, there is little interaction between the two, compounded by 
restrictions on access to the camps. 
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4. USA: Secure Communities programme rejected by Washington 
DC council 

Washington DC, 30 August 2010 – JRS has welcomed the decision by 
Washington DC council, the first in the country, not to introduce the 
national “Secure Communities” programme which allows law 
enforcement services to share information on immigrant arrests with the 
US Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS). 

The council unanimously passed Bill 17-895, 
highlighting its concern that the Secure 
Communities programme creates a rift 
between immigrant communities and local 
law enforcement officials. While the 
immigration status of those convicted of 
crimes will remain accessible to federal 
agencies, Bill 17-895 prohibits the sharing of 
information on arrests with Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE), a division of 
DHS. 

According to JRS USA, the programme 
allows for information on the arrest of 
immigrants to be sent to DHS regardless of 
whether or not they are later found to be 
innocent. While DHS states that its top priorities are undocumented migrants 
convicted or charged with serious crime, JRS believes the programme has a 
much broader impact on immigrant communities. 



The city council and immigrant advocacy groups believe the programme makes 
communities more vulnerable to abusive police practices. 

Destroying trust 

JRS is concerned that the DHS initiative further erodes trust between 
undocumented migrants or possible trafficking victims and local law enforcement 
officers; fostering such trust is a key element in promoting cooperation which 
enables the prosecution of those responsible for such exploitation. 

Moreover, the programme encourages a culture of constant surveillance of 
immigrant communities by local law enforcement agencies leading to over-
policing and racial profiling. Crimes go unreported and victims go unprotected 
when entire communities fear the police. The delineation of separate 
responsibilities between federal immigration enforcement and local policing 
should not be blurred. 

Currently, there is no clear mechanism for complaints or redress procedures for 
individuals who believe they have been erroneously identified by DHS 
databases. Secure Communities casts too wide a net, with too few safeguards. 

While JRS recognises the need to keep communities safe, we support the DC 
Council’s decision to prevent participation in the Secure Communities 
programme. The programme creates too great a risk of abusive activities against 
the immigrant community with no tangible safeguards, severing the vital 
relationship between police officers and the communities they serve. 

For further information click here 
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5. Haiti: JRS urges different approach to humanitarian aid 

Port-au-Prince, 19 August 2010 – On World Humanitarian Day, JRS 
called on national civil society groups, the government and international 
organisations to adopt a more inclusive and transparent approach in 
their aid programmes. 

JRS urged the government to take 
responsibility for the coordination and 
regulation of aid agencies in Haiti, and 
ensure displaced persons access to 
adequate social services. Moreover, 
international agencies, the statement 
continued, need to promote participation by 
displaced persons in the implementation and 
evaluation of humanitarian aid, and ensure 
donor funds are managed in a transparent manner. 



JRS recognises the good work of many organisations in Haiti providing vital 
services to tens of thousands of survivors of the 12-January earthquake. 
However, despite ongoing needs, the government officially ended the relief 
phase of the humanitarian operation in July and requested support and 
assistance in the reconstruction process. Yet it is essential that relief continues. 

“At the beginning we received a lot of tents from NGOs; but 80 percent of them 
are broken now” said a committee member of Parc Kolofe camp, north of the 
capital. 

Rising dissatisfaction 

Survivors blame many of their problems on the lack of coordination between and 
competition among NGOs. While NGOs argue for control of the camp, said a 
teacher working in Automeca, the largest camp hosting more than 11,000 
survivors, people, above all women and children, are living in precarious 
circumstances. 

Other camp committees accuse NGOs of implementing projects without 
consulting the population, and of making decisions based on NGO priorities and 
interests. 

“We inform them of our needs, but they don’t take them to the UN cluster 
meetings and other important decision-making spaces from which we are 
excluded”, one Parc Kilofe camp committee member protested. 

JRS warns of rising dissatisfaction among displaced persons towards the 
government, NGOs and international agencies. On several occasions, JRS has 
had to act as a mediator to help resolve disputes between NGOs and camp 
committees, as well as between private landowners and the displaced 
population. 

In addition, on 12 August, a large group of displaced persons organised a protest 
outside government buildings demanding the authorities take concrete action to: 
resolve the shelter crisis, prevent ongoing harassment by private landlords trying 
to evict refugees, protect women and children from the constant threat of sexual 
abuse, and ensure the perpetrators of violence are punished 
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6. International: united by commitment to help others 

Geneva, 19 August 2010 – Today marked the second World 
Humanitarian Day to honour and celebrate the work of humanitarian 
workers. 



The 2010 theme, entitled “We are 
humanitarian workers", focused on the work 
and achievement of humanitarian workers in 
the field, and was an occasion to remember 
and honour those who have lost their lives 
while helping others. A total of 102 
humanitarian workers died and 92 were 
kidnapped in 2009; up from 30 killed and 20 
kidnapped in 1999. 

According to the statement issued by the 
UN, the majority of humanitarian aid workers 
come from the countries in which they work. 
Strong professional and independent local 
partners are fully involved in all humanitarian 
response. Humanitarian aid workers are 
national and international, male and female, 
and reflect all cultures, ideologies and 
backgrounds. Their motivations for 
humanitarian work are diverse, but all aid 
workers are united in their commitment to humanitarianism. 

Over many years, humanitarian aid workers have relied on the belief that they 
need to be protected by all parties to ensure they can work wherever necessary. 
Increasingly, however, there is a growing false perception that humanitarian aid 
is delivered exclusively by Western organisations or agencies, or somehow 
represents one ideological or religious world view. 

Forgotten heroes 

Humanitarian aid workers, the statement continued, should be respected and 
helped, not targeted. If humanitarian aid workers do not have full access to those 
in need, many hundreds of thousands of people will not receive the quantity or 
quality of assistance they require. The best way to ensure humanitarian aid 
workers can fulfil their mission is by improving awareness of and respect for the 
principles on which aid work is conducted: humanity, impartiality, neutrality and 
independence. 
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UPDATES ON JRS PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

7. Sudan: Seventy-two teachers attend capacity building 
workshops 

Nimule, 23 August 2010 – Seventy-two teachers will teach more 
effectively in 25 JRS-supported primary schools after each attending 



one of the three-day workshops on teaching skills organised by JRS for 
untrained teachers in Nimule, Mugali and Pageri districts in Magwi 
county, Eastern Equatoria state, 
Southern Sudan. 

The workshops were conducted for teachers 
who have not received any college-based 
training after completing secondary school. 
The training content covered teaching and 
learning methods, lesson development, 
lesson presentation skills and performance 
assessment of students and teachers. The 
workshops were facilitated by five qualified 
primary teachers, two of whom are JRS staff members. The overall aim of such 
workshops is to help the Government of Southern Sudan (GoSS) enhance 
quality education. 

In his opening remarks at one of the workshops, outgoing JRS Nimule Director 
Lagu Angelo informed participants that JRS projects are scheduled to conclude 
in Southern Sudan in December 2012. 

Projects to close in December 2012 

“I ask you to reveal your needs, particularly in the area of teacher training, so that 
JRS can address them within the remaining two years. … The number of 
untrained teachers is still huge, so I expect you to show interest in upgrading 
your skills”, Mr. Lagu said. 

In all three districts, participants thanked JRS for organising the workshops. “It 
equipped me with teaching and learning skills I would otherwise not have,” said 
Kajacu Silver Okomi, one of the participants. “Please continue offering 
possibilities for teachers to obtain certificates over the next two years,” he added. 

According to statistics obtained from education officials in the three districts, 170 
out of a total of 383 teachers who teach at the 25 JRS supported primary schools 
are untrained. To enhance the quality of teaching in primary schools, JRS offers 
teachers scholarships at colleges and universities. Since JRS first started 
working in Nimule in 1997 the organisation has helped 115 teachers obtain 
teaching certificates and another 20 to complete training at diploma level. 
Another 64 teachers will soon complete their courses at both levels. 

Teacher training is one of the main educational needs the GoSS and various 
humanitarian agencies have identified among the population and much remains 
to be done in this area to promote quality education. 
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8. Chad: child soldiers reunited with families 



Abéché, 20 August 2010 – After months in a Transit and Orientation 
Centre (CTO), five former child soldiers have finally been reunited with 
their families. 

A day earlier, they were all in the capital, 
N’Djamena, where they had received 
education, training and psychosocial support 
from the international NGO and JRS partner, 
Care. After a nearly 24 hour journey, they 
were back in eastern Chad. 

The long stay in the CTO has been hard; but 
looking at their faces, it was easy to guess 
what they were thinking about: home. The 
JRS team tried to comfort them, listen to 
their concerns, and reassure them. When 
Alix Nijimbere, JRS Communications Officer, 
approached the boys, they spontaneously, 
asked him to take their photo. 

The ice breaker worked marvellously. 
Bourham, Badour, Issa, Mouhamed and 
Abdallah opened up. They spoke of their 
lives and how they felt about returning home. Bourham took Alix aside and spoke 
of his plans for the future. He wants to continue studying. 

“I would like to continue my studies, get a Bachelor’s degree, do a Master’s and 
even a PhD, God willing!”, Bourham told Alix with a smile on his face. 

As they reached the outskirts of the city, where most of the children’s families 
live, it was obvious, said Alix, that they were happy to be going back home. Each 
time the JRS truck stopped at one of the boys’ homes, the scene was the same: 
the families eagerly waiting for their children in front of their houses, tears of 
happiness in their eyes. 

The wider picture 

In cooperation with Care, the Chadian authorities and the UN Children’s Fund, 
UNICEF, JRS has worked to promote sustainable reintegration of former child 
soldiers since 2007. Currently, JRS supports approximately 200 children in three 
districts; a quarter of them are from the cities of Abeche and Guereda, while the 
rest are from rural areas scattered throughout Ouaddaï region, most of which are 
difficult to access for security reasons. 

In the months leading up to the child soldiers’ return, JRS contacts community 
leaders, parents or foster families, and school authorities. It is an opportunity to 
raise awareness of the importance of education, and remind all concerned of the 



adverse consequences of the use of children in armed conflicts and of their duty 
to protect. 

During these meetings, JRS assesses the return context for the children, and 
identifies the support structures which need to be reinforced. 

Upon return, JRS supports the children as they return to school or begin a 
vocational training course, and monitors their progress. Where necessary, JRS 
provides material support to the children and vulnerable families, as well as 
material and technical assistance to schools, parents and community groups. 

Since the project began, there has been a lot of progress: increased school 
attendance, awareness of the dangers of child recruitment, and the 
establishment of parent and community groups to support the children. 
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9. Thailand: JRS helps establish community centre 

Bangkok, 26 August 2010 – At the beginning of the month, a group of 
ethnic Ahmadi asylum seekers finally opened the doors of their new 
community centre in the outskirts of Bangkok. The new centre is the 
result of a partnership between JRS and Ahmadi asylum seekers from 
Pakistan. 

“One of our objectives is to organise and 
support asylum-seeker groups to respond to 
collective needs and help them build the 
capacity of their communities to respond to 
their needs”, explained JRS Thailand Urban 
Refugee Programme Director in Bangkok, 
Rufino Seva. 

Unable to work legally, urban refugees and 
asylum seekers are often forced into 
crippling idleness. As well as providing them 
a degree of self-sufficiency and independence, the centre will also act as a 
meeting place where the community can come together to support one another. 
JRS hopes this approach will help improve the morale and wellbeing of asylum 
seekers in Bangkok. 

In addition to providing advice and information, JRS is currently funding the new 
centre in the short term. In the long term, JRS hopes to help the community find 
sustainable funding sources. For a community whose members struggle to 
survive in Bangkok, this will not be easy. But the community is determined to 
succeed. 

“We appreciate this opportunity to keep ourselves busy. … We can organise 
activities at the centre which we think important. It will also be a place where JRS 



can provide services like legal advice and psychosocial counselling”, said Azhar, 
the community leader in charge of the centre. 

Services and support 

Refugees and asylum seekers are considered ‘illegal-migrants’ by the Thai 
authorities and are prevented from accessing public services, including 
education. The children of recognised refugees only receive one day’s schooling 
per week from an UN-supported NGO. Asylum seekers who cannot afford private 
and international schools are forced to keep their children at home. 

“This centre is very important for our community. It will allow us to provide 
informal learning opportunities for our children closer to home,” explained Azhar. 

Until recently, Pakistani Ahmadi asylum seekers had to travel to central Bangkok 
to avail of JRS services. Urban asylum seekers face considerable risks when 
travelling into the city due to their precarious legal status. This initiative reduces 
the risk by responding to asylum seekers within their own community. 

“In a situation where refugees and asylum seekers are invisible, isolated, and 
vulnerable, there is a need to reach out and provide support at community level. 
Taking our services to the community is an effective way of responding to their 
needs and problems”, explained Mr Seva. 

JRS is the only NGO organising support groups and community centres for urban 
asylum seekers in Thailand. Other organisations conduct community outreach 
and home visits. In the near future, JRS hopes these NGOs take their services 
and activities to the community centre. 

Those wishing to support the project should contact the Thailand Director 
at cd_thailand@jrs.or.th 
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