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n 16 December 2010, I was observing the roads around Bukavu, 
and was impressed by the thousands of people who had come to 
welcome Vital Kamerhe. Two days before, in Kinshasa, Kamerhe 

had resigned from the People’s Party for Reconstruction and Democracy 
(PPRD) and his parliamentary seat, in order to announce his candidacy for 
the 2011 presidential elections on behalf of the UNC (Union for the 
Congolese Nation). The previous week, the legendary opponent Etienne 
Tshisekedi had returned to Kinshasa after a three year absence. On 11 
December, the UDPS (Union for Democracy and Social Progress) named 
him its candidate for the same elections. These leaders’ “Joyeuses Entrees” 
and candidacies rallied many people, to whom events seemed to be leading 
towards an electoral contest between participants with different visions and 
plans for society. I was in the middle of a visit to the east, and was concerned 
by the wall of indifference regarding the elections. People do not feel the 
elections relate to them, and are disappointed by the few palpable results of 
the 2006 elections in their daily lives. It is certain that they will register to 
vote. In a country which for a long time has not issued bona fide identity 
documents, a polling card is an important document. However, many of the 
people I saw will not vote. This lack of interest was all the more worrying 
when seen alongside the trend towards disintegration that dominates the 
country. The FARDC remains very undisciplined. Various armed actors 
continue to recruit, with the CNDP doing so more quickly than others. 
During 2010, the Congo seems to have evolved from a “post-conflict climate 
to one of pre-conflict”. I am neither an activist nor partisan in Congolese 
politics, but the mobilisation around the leaders of the opposition pleased 
me. It proved that it was possible to interest the population in the res publica. 
Since mid-January, the situation has changed. The constitutional revision 
that has taken place means, amongst other things, that the presidential 
elections will be carried out in a single round. From an immediate 
perspective, it seems as if this revision is designed to protect the political 
arena. Stepping back, it is a step towards the evolution of the semi-
presidential system of the 2005 constitution to a centralising presidentialism 
(in terms of justice, control of the provinces, etc.) It is EurAc’s opinion that 
the second electoral cycle, which is crucial for the consolidation of the 
democratisation process, is no less important than that of 2006. The Congo 
will never leave its insecurity behind unless the Congolese State is  
strengthened, including its instruments through which to guarantee the state 
of law and good governance. The elections will only have a chance if 
massive participation by citizens contributes to maximum legitimacy of the 
results and a strong mandate for the elected institutions. This will not be 
possible without the formation of an informed electorate or without a firm 
commitment to hold grassroots elections, as local elections must play an 
essential role in the rehabilitation of governance in the DRC. The political 
arena must ensure the protection of civil society and the independence of the 
press. The international community’s interest in the peace process and 
democratisation seems less in 2011 than in 2006. The indifference of the 
international community, and of a disillusioned population, may jeopardize 
the progress made on the long road walked since transition and the 
installation of the Third Republic.  

Kris Berwouts, Director 
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Summary of events  December 2010 
 

 Great Lakes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

East African Community’s 2010 budget  
 

According to Xinhuanet press agency (17/01/11), the 
common market of the East African Community (EAC) is 
working well, five months after its launch on 1 July 2010. 
The five member countries “have made exporters aware of 
the opportunities offered by this new market and a very 
strong commitment exists on the part of all member 
countries on the implementation of a common market.  
Each wishes the initiation period to be as fast as possible 
in order to reap the benefits immediately”. Currently, 
Kenya is considered the greatest beneficiary of the process. 
Whilst around 75% of its exports are currently destined for 
Uganda, the common market has allowed it to tap other 
markets in Rwanda, Burundi and the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC), whilst still consolidating its Ugandan 
market share. Kenya also hopes to see its exports to the 
EAC quadruple between now and the end of 2011. As a 
reminder, the EAC is a regional intergovernmental 
organization encompassing Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, 
Burundi and Rwanda. Its headquarters is based in Arusha. 
Its development strategy aims “to progress from a customs 
union towards the establishment of a common market, 
subsequently to a monetary union and ultimately a 
political federation of the East African States”. All 
problems will not, however, be resolved by this. 
Infrastructure, such as roads and railways, are in a bad 
state and the governments of the five member countries 
must still amend their national laws “in order to enable 
full application of the common market in areas such as 
immigration, work and customs”. (jn) 
 

Facing a new food crisis  
 
According to Olivier de Schutter, United Nations Special 
Rapporteur on the Right to Food, thirty countries are 
seriously threatened by a food crisis like that experienced 
in 2008. The most affected areas will be the Sahel 
countries, “due to their food deficit situation”. In fact 
these countries “are generally in a food deficit situation, 
as they often produce for exportation and depend mainly 
on rice and wheat to feed themselves”. Furthermore, 
“rising prices of raw agricultural materials make poor 
countries, such as Mozambique, more vulnerable as they 
have little in the way of currency reserves”. To escape this 
problem, he proposes three steps. The first consists of 
“encouraging countries to reconstitute food stocks in 
order to smooth out prices (…). These stocks could be 
managed at the regional level with several countries 
mutually protecting themselves against the risk of a sudden 
poor harvest”. The second step has already been 
implemented by the USA: it “limits the number of short- 

-term positions that an institutional investor can have 
of a single raw material (…) in such a way that their 
purchase orders do not, in themselves, influence either 
a rise or fall in the price of raw materials. »  The third 
step consists of « introducing more transparency on 
operations carried out by mutual agreement in 
derivative markets, as intended by Michel Barnier, the 
European Commissioner for Internal Market». Also, 
« today, 92% of derivative market operations are 
carried out in almost total secrecy ».  (jn) 
 

 2011 Rural Poverty Report 
 
In Rome on 6 December 2010, the International Fund 
for Agricultural Development (IFAD) presented its 
2011 Rural Poverty Report. The report mentions an 
«alarming rise in the number of extremely poor people 
living in rural areas of sub-Saharan Africa (...). In 10 
years, the number of African farmers living on less 
than $1.25 per day has increased from 268 to 306 
million. This situation is the reverse of 40 years ago, 
when no African country was a net importer of food 
products ». According to the World Bank’s latest 
report on Africa Development Indicators 2010, in sub-
Saharan Africa, “the population living on less than 
$1.25 per day has practically doubled since 1981, from 
292 million to around 555 million in 2005. Every day, 
thousands of people succumb to diseases that could be 
avoided.” In Burundi, “63.1% of children aged less 
than five years suffer from stunted growth”. The DRC 
is classed as the country with the highest levels of 
hunger in the world, and in 2009, a quarter of the 
Rwandan population suffered from hunger. According 
to a statement made by the United Nations on 23 
January 2010, Burundi and the DRC are listed amongst 
the poorest countries in the world, amongst others 
including Malawi, Guinea Bissau, Tanzania, Sierra 
Leone, Niger and Madagascar. (jn) 

 Statement on illegal exploitation of 
natural resources  

 
On 15 December 2010, 11 Heads of State and 
Government from the International Conference on the 
Great Lakes Region, (ICGLR) published a statement 
committing to combat the illegal exploitation of 
natural resources in the Great Lakes region. In 
particular, they decided to encourage “various 
initiatives for transparency and certification underway 
in the region.” They also endorsed the OECD’s Due 
Diligence Guidance. (jn) 
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 DRC  
 

 DRC loses its AGOA status  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As of 1st January 2011, the DRC no longer holds the status 
of preferred US trade partner, as defined by the AGOA 
programme (Africa Growth and Opportunity Act). The 
Obama Administration took this decision in order to show 
that the DRC does not respect human rights and that 
respect for human rights is an essential criterion for 
American cooperation. In fact, according to a senior 
American source, “the DRC’s security forces and other 
armed groups continue to violate human rights on a grand 
scale, in particular regarding the subject of rape.” Above 
all, Kinshasa “has not reacted to calls by the USA and the 
international community to resolve this situation”. In his 
reaction, Lambert Mende, the Congolese Minister for 
Communication and Media, claimed this decision was 
unjustified. He said: “What has been offered as 
justification for this action is totally false. The armed 
forces (of the DRC) are not on an equal footing with the 
armed groups they’re fighting against. If our boys commit 
reprehensible acts, they are prosecuted and reprimanded.” 
As an AGOA member since 2005, the DRC has been able 
to benefit from preferential custom rights regarding sales 
of its products on the American market, especially those 
relating to agriculture. Equally, Americans have been able 
to benefit from a new source of raw materials.  As a 
reminder, the same sanction was taken in December 2009 
against Madagascar, Guinea and Niger. However, 
Mauritania was included on the AGOA list. (kb) 
 
 Chebeya trial 

 
During its hearing on 16 December 2010 at theCentral 
Makala prison, the Military Court assumed jurisdiction for 
the trial of the assassination of Floribert Chebeya, a 
prominent human rights defender who was assassinated on 
3 June 2010. The Chebeya trial hearing at the Kinshasa 
Penitentiary and Re-education Centre (CPRK) on 30 
December 2010 heard evidence from several prosecution 
witnesses. Union Vakpa, Deputy Chief Inspector of the 
National Congolese Police (PNC), superior officer to 
Colonel Daniel Mukalayi, gave evidence against the 
Colonel, who is accused of Floribert Chebeya’s murder. In 
the meantime, at the end of a hearing on 23 December, one 
of Fidèle Bazana’s sons read a statement on behalf of his 
family and Bazana’s children withdrawing the family from 
the trial. Fidèle Bazana was Mr Chebeya’s chauffeur and a 
member of the NGO Voix des Sans Voix (VSV), and has 
not been seen since the VSV president’s murder. In fact, 
Guylain stated that, since the opening of the Military Court 
trial, he has detected a two-lane justice, as « the accused 
person, who is presumed to be the number 1 suspect has 
only been called as a witness ». For the families of Mr 
Bazana and Mr Chebeya, this main suspect is none other 
than the Chief of Police, General John Numbi, only a 
witness in the trail, but wanted by all to stand trial. (kb) 

 Constitution revised 
 
On 14 January 2011, Congress (joint session of the 
Congolese National Assembly and Senate) adopted a 
proposal for the modification of the 2005 Constitution. 
In separate sessions, the National Assembly and Senate 
had already provisionally accepted the proposal; the 
National Assembly on 11 January, in the absence of the 
opposition representatives, and the Senate on 13 
January. 61 senators voted for, 1 against, and 9 
abstained. The most controversial revision was that of 
constitutional article 71, through which presidential 
elections formerly took place over two rounds. In the 
revised Constitution, the President will be elected in a 
single round with a simple majority. However, the 
revised Constitution will also have significant 
ramifications for other levels of the institutional 
architecture of the Third Republic. Amongst other 
things, it will enable the President to dissolve the 
provincial Assemblies, to dismiss Governors and to 
place the Attorney General under the authority of the 
Minister for Justice. The revised Constitution also 
proposes the creation of 26 provinces (to replace the 
current 11), allows Ministers who leave the government 
to re-take their parliamentary seats, and allows the 
President of the Republic to organise a referendum. The 
opposition said that the Bill was passed in violation of 
the correct procedure according to the rules of the 
National Assembly. In an interview with Jeune Afrique, 
Vital Kamerhe, the UNC presidential candidate and 
Honorary President of the  National Assembly said : 
« This is very dangerous for national cohesion. A single 
round will not enable the consensual election of a 
president, but that is what we need. » Denouncing the 
corruption at the root of this rapid revision, he added: 
« Dollars will be distributed, but we are putting those 
who are elected ahead of their responsibilities : they 
must choose between their personal interests and those 
of the Congolese people ». (kb)   
 

Meeting on transparency in the 
extractive industries 

 
Between 12 and 14 January 2011, representatives of the 
Congolese government, extractive industries and civil 
society met, in accordance with the fundamental 
principles of the Extractive Industries Transparency 
Initiative (EITI). The government was represented by 
the minister for the plan and president of the national 
EITI committee, Olivier Kamitatu Etsu. Amongst the 
assigned objectives was obtaining the removal of the 
measure forbidding artisanal exploitation of minerals in 
the east of the DRC. On this subject, the central 
government’s minister for mines, Martin Kabwelulu, 
announced that the lifting of this measure would take 
place without delay. According to him, this removal 
will only apply in three circumstances:  the operator’s 
possession of a certificate of origin for the minerals, 
securing of production sites and obligatory screening by 
the trade centre. (kb)  
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Burundi     Rwanda 
 

A Mutwa (Pygmy) officer candidate   Arrest warrants for 4 of 
Kagame’s ex-allies 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

According to the Pana agency (12/01/11), a youth from the 
Batwa (Pygmy) ethnic minority is listed for the first time 
in Burundi’s history amongst the officer candidates 
applying for entry to ISCAM, the military academy. 
Burundi’s pygmies suffer not only from exclusion from the 
army but also in several sectors including education, 
politics, health and land ownership. Even their 
parliamentary representation was achieved through co-
option thanks to the Arusha Accords signed in 2000. (dr) 
 

 BINUB becomes BNUB 
 
As of 1st January 2011, the UN Integrated Office in 
Burundi (BINUB), which was created on 1st January 2007, 
has been replaced by the UN Office in Burundi (BNUB) 
for a 12 month period. This structure has also been 
streamlined with 60 people instead of 450. The BNUB’s 
core mission is assistance for the development of national 
institutions, combating impunity and the promotion of 
dialogue and human rights. It is led by Ms Karin 
Landgren, who is a Swedish national. It has been created 
following Resolution 1959 by the Security Council 
(16/12/2010) in response to a request by the Government 
of Burundi. (dr) 
 

Burundi to assign 10% of its budget to 
agriculture 

 
Following announcements by the Minister for Agriculture 
and Livestock and the President of the Republic, the 
proportion of the budget given over to agriculture and 
livestock farming during the 2011 fiscal year will be 
around 10%, compared to 3.5% during the 2010 period.  In 
this way the government aims to reach the objective fixed 
by the Maputo protocol adopted on 11 July 2003. (dr) 
 

Towards implementation of transitional 
justice 

 
On 7 December 2010, the three-party Steering Committee 
on transitional justice in Burundi published its report on 
national consultations regarding the establishment of 
transitional justice mechanisms. Their objectives are to 
investigate the existence of acts of genocide, war crimes 
and other crimes against humanity committed in Burundi 
between 1st July 1962, the date of independence, and 4 
December 2008, the end of fighting. The second objective 
is the establishment of an international criminal court to 
judge and sentence those responsible. The fact that the 
report has been published 10 years after the signing of the  
Arusha Accords, and that the government wanted to 
appropriate it, including the establishment of the organs of 
this justice, does not do much to reassure civil society. (dr) 
 

On 18 January 2011, the Rwandan police issued 
international arrest warrants for four of President 
Kagame’s ex-allies who were sentenced four days before 
in absentia by the Military High Court with sentences 
between 20 and 24 years imprisonment. Those whom 
Kigali called “the band of 4” were respectively the Chief 
of Staff of the Rwandan army, the Chief of Military 
Intelligence, President Kagame’s Chief of Staff and the 
Attorney-General. They are accused of “disturbing public 
order, attacks on State security, slander and defamation, 
sectarianism and associating with criminals”. In 
September 2010 they published a document which was 
extremely critical of Kagame’s power and recently 
created, on 12 December 2010, an opposition party called 
the “Rwandan National Congress”. (dd) 
 

Destruction of straw houses 
 
According to several sources, the Rwandan authorities 
have already destroyed, without any compensation, nearly 
three-quarters of 115,000 straw houses, especially in the 
eastern province. These houses belong to destitute farm 
labourers. The Rwandan government had fixed last June as 
the end date for straw houses throughout Rwanda, but the 
deadline had been postponed to the end of 2011. As a 
result, some 400,000 people have been left homeless and 
without shelter. The authorities have decided to end this 
operation as planned before 31 December this year. (dd) 
 

The Netherlands cut aid to Rwanda 
 
As part of their aim to cut their budget deficit, the Dutch 
government has decided to cut its financial aid to four 
African countries: Rwanda, Tanzania, Benin and Senegal. 
Negotiations are continuing before a decision is made 
regarding Burundi and Zambia. Rwanda has been singled 
out due to its human rights violations in its judicial system 
and democracy. Rwanda has reacted by saying: “Keep 
your money”. (dd) 
 

33 and 12 years imprisonment for 2 
female journalists 

 
On 5 January 2011, the Republic’s High Court passed 
sentences of 33 and 12 years imprisonment respectively 
for the editor of the Umurabyo newspaper and one of her 
employees. Ms Agnès Uwimana and Ms Saida Mukakibibi 
are accused of « inciting civil disobedience; treating the 
Head of State with contempt; propagation of false 
rumours; and denial of the Tutsi genocide”. They were 
rrested on 8 July 2010.  (dd) 
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ADVOCACY ISSUES 
EurAc recommends accompaniment of 
DRC elections  

 
In a statement published on 19 January 2011, EurAc 
highlighted that the second electoral cycle scheduled for 
2011 – 2013 is crucial for the consolidation of the 
democratization process and is no less important than that 
of 2006. EurAc encourages the European Union and its 
member States to accompany these elections on the basis 
of a balance between loyal support and real pressure on the 
government, in order to guarantee a high quality of 
democracy, ensure maximum legitimacy for the elections 
and confer a strong mandate to the President of the 
Republic, who will be elected by universal suffrage. EurAc 
insists on maintaining a complete electoral cycle, including 
local elections, and on the necessary civic and electoral 
education for an informed electorate. Finally, EurAc calls 
for the preservation of a democratic space to permit civil 
society in general, and in particular the independent press, 
to play a constructive role in citizen control and 
independent monitoring of the still embryonic democracy 
in the DRC. (kb) 
 

DRC: FARDC human rights training 
 
In December 2010, the Community of Baptist Churches of 
Central Africa (CBCA) organized a series of training 
sessions for 492 officers of the Armed Forces of the 
Republic of Congo (FARDC) on various subjects, such as 
human rights, child protection and sexual violence. The 
project, implemented in partnership with Christian Aid, 
has the ambition to oppose violence by soldiers and 
improve the behaviour of soldiers towards citizens, by 
working on a number of subjects where ignorance persists 
at the core of the army. According to an officer who took 
part in the training, this was beneficial: “I hear many 
NGOs denounce us, but very few come to meet with us to 
better understand our problems and how to resolve them”. 
(kb) 
 

DRC: Views from the Catholic Church 
on the revised Constitution 

 
On 5 January 2011, Cardinal Laurent Monsengwo Pasinya 
held a press conference at the archbishop of Kinshasa’s 
palace on Pope Benedict XVI’s New Year message. 
Afterwards, the Cardinal discussed the Pope’s message 
and current religious and political issues with the press. In 
particular, he expressed his thoughts on the Bill to revise 
the Constitution, one of the consequences of which is the 
organization of presidential elections around a simple 
majority in a single round. The cardinal sees this revision 
as a negative development, stating that “ a President who 
is elected with 20% or even 18% of votes would not be 
representative of the Congolese.” He said that he felt 
disturbed by this. Meanwhile, the Council of the Apostolat 

of Lay Catholics of the Congo (CALCC) further 
contributed to discussion of these elections by calling 
the nation’s leaders, particularly political actors, to each 
examine their conscience. The CALCC draws attention 
to the fact that laws, and especially the Constitution, 
should not be custom-made. (kb) 
 

19 NGOs call for action against LRA 
 
In a new report entitled « The Ghosts of Christmas Past: 
Protecting LRA civilians », published on 14 December 
2010, 19 humanitarian and human rights organisations 
suggested that the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) is the 
deadliest militia in the DRC. As shown by new figures 
published in the last two years, 865 people were killed 
over the Christmas period in 2008 and 300 people were 
assassinated last Christmas. Curiously, these acts of 
violence have not galvanised international opinion. The 
report makes recommendations to the international 
community to take measures against « the deadliest 
rebel group in Africa » and prevent a new massacre over 
the 2010 Christmas period. The organisations who 
signed the report call on the international community 
and governments in the region to « work together so that 
families can cultivate their land and sleep peacefully at 
night under their own roof, without fear of violence ». 
(dd) 
 

DRC: Situation in prisons in Goma 
 
In its quarterly information and analysis bulletin on 
prison rights, called Nuru Gerezani, the not-for-profit 
Association pour les initiatives Paysannes (ASSODIP) 
draws up an evaluation of prisons in north-east Kivu, 
between October and December 2010. It protests against 
the lack of respect for prisoners’ human rights. In the 
prison in the town of Goma, prisoners are submitted to 
inhumane punishments which are compounded by other 
suffering and which are even more unbearable than the 
punishments themselves. The length of time spent 
processing cases is one of the main causes of the 
overcrowding seen in the central prison in Munzenze. In 
certain districts of the town, tents located amongst 
housing, intended to serve as military posts to ensure 
security at close proximity, have been transformed into 
solitary confinement quarters. In these are kept political 
opponents, human rights defenders and people suspected 
of membership of certain armed opposition movements. 
NURU GEREZANI also acknowledges the authorities’ 
concerns to humanise detention conditions in North 
Kivu and has launched an appeal to decision-makers to 
« abolish these types of solitary confinement, which are 
unfit for a rule of law. » (dd) 
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33 AWEAPA meeting on Burundi 
 
At the request of representatives of the Alliance of 
Democrats for Change in Burundi (ADC-Ikibiri) abroad,  
the Association of European Parliamentarians for Africa 
(AWEPA) organised a meeting in Brussels on 14 
January 2011. The theme of this meeting was “How can 
Burundi exit the deadlock after disputed elections?”  
Moderated by Ms Lydia Maximus, Policy Coordinator 
for AWEPA’s Burundi Programme, the meeting was 
attended by members of the Belgian parliament, 12 
representatives of the Burundi diaspora from member 
parties of the ADC-Ikibiri (UDP, FNL, FRODEBU, 
MSD, CNDD), representatives from the academic world 
and from Belgian and European NGOs. The meeting 
provided these actors with an opportunity to discuss the 
course of the elections in Burundi and to discuss 
possible policy strategy to enable Burundi to regain a 
political dialogue to ensure it does not abandon the road 
to democracy. Representatives of the ADC requested the 
international community, amongst other things, to push 
the Burundi government to engage in frank and sincere 
dialogue with all political and social forces. They also 
requested it to become involved so that this dialogue 
would be well-prepared, in order to avoid derailments 
and a reprise of violence in the country. They asked it to 
recognize the ADC role of extra parliamentary 
opposition and to insist on inquiries into assassinations 
committed over the pre- and post- election periods. The 
AWEPA said it was open to organising other meetings 
in the future with, if possible, participation from 
representatives from the ruling party, the Independent 
National Electoral Commission (CENI) and, at EurAc’s 
request, representatives of Burundi civil society. (dr) 
 
 

Great lakes: meeting with the EU 
Special representative 

 
EurAc’s secretariat, participated in the first annual 
meeting of the European Union’s Special Representative 
for the Great Lakes Region (EUSR), Ambassador 
Roeland van de Geer. The meeting took place on 11 
January 2011 with international NGOs. As is now 
traditional, the EUSR introduced the developments at 
the core of the regional process and on the EU priority 
action plans in the Great Lakes region. These are: reform 
of the security sector, the FDLR, illegal exploitation of 
natural resources and sexual violence. This was the last 
meeting with Ambassador Van de Geer, as he will soon 
leave his duties in order to represent the EU in South 
Africa. The Ambassador reassured participants that the 
EUSR post remains and so he will be replaced as soon as 
possible. He also introduced the new team who will 
continue to work in the region. EurAc thanks Roeland 
van de Geer for his commitment to dialogue with NGOs 
and civil society and wishes him much success in his 
new role. (dr) 

DRC: Study on land and land conflicts 
 
International Alert has just published a study, overseen 
by Chris Huggins, entitled « Land, Power and Identity : 
Roots of violent conflict in East DRC » (Terre, Pouvoir, 
Identité : racines de conflits à l’Est de la RDC). The 
study examines access to, uses and management of land 
and links with causes of conflict in the Kivus and in 
Ituri. The aim of this study is to help the international 
community to better understand this problem, in order to 
better identify actions and interventions to undertake. 
The problem linked to land covers a number of issues, 
including demographic pressure, migration waves, the 
return of refugees and displaced persons, conflicts about 
the use of land (arable farmers against livestock 
breeders), and local power struggles. Finally, the study 
examines all these problems in order to understand how 
the problem linked to land access and management is a 
factor in conflict and a risk for future violence. (dr) 
 

Burundi Interconnection between 
security of communities and DDR 
programmes 

 
In November 2010, the working group “Community 
Security and Community-based DDR in Fragile States” 
published a study called « Connecting Community 
Security and DDR: Experiences from Burundi ». 
According to the group: « looking at how DDR has been 
perceived on the ground, one must conclude DDR in 
Burundi has not been successful in terms of economic 
reintegration. While the primary motivation for 
demobilization for many combatants was their idea that 
they had achieved the political aims for which they had 
initially taken up arms, after demobilization, the way in 
which the programme assisted them economically 
certainly became more important to them”. (jn) 
 

DRC: the voice of the Congolese 
farme 

 
Some 150 farmers’ organisations in the DRC held their 
first « Farmers’ Crossroads » in Kinshasa from 28 
November to 1 December 2010. In their final statement, 
participants painted a far from attractive picture of the 
situation of a Congolese worker in general and of a 
Congolese farm labourer in particular. They issued a 
number of recommendations to the President of the 
Republic, Parliament, technical and financial partners 
and undertook a series of commitments. (jn) 
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Documents on the Great Lakes region 
� December 2010 

 
This list represents a selection of key documents received by EURAC over the last month.  The list is 
by no means complete.  The content of the documents binds only their authors and does not reflect 
the opinion of EurAC or its members. All the documents now have a hyperlink and can thus be 
downloaded from the electronic version of this bulletin. The links take you to our website or 
to the website of the organisations which originally published them. If you face problems 
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