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Short Note – 19 March 2015 
Northwest Tanzania 
Floods 
 

 
Need for international 

assistance 

Not required Low Moderate Significant Urgent 

 X    

 Insignificant Minor Moderate Significant Major 

Expected impact  X    

 

Crisis Overview 

Heavy rain and flooding on 3 March has affected up to 5,000 people in three villages 
in Kahama district, in Shinyanga region in Northwest Tanzania. This includes 3,500 
displaced. At least 47 people have been killed and 112 injured, most of them children. 
634 houses have been partially or entirely damaged, leaving hundreds of people 
homeless. The storm caused damage to, and loss of, personal belongings and crops, 
in a region where more than 80% of the population lives in rural areas and on 
agricultural revenues. 

Key Findings 

 

Anticipated 

scope and 

scale  

 

Emergency and rescue operations are over. 

Immediate and long-term effects on the livelihoods of the 

affected and displaced need to be addressed.  

 

Priorities for 

humanitarian 

intervention 

 

 Affected populations are in need of temporary shelter and 

household NFIs; 

 Emergency food; 

 Cleaning and reconstruction of wells and latrines. 

Distribution of mosquito nets. Prevention of communicable 

and water-borne diseases, particularly for the displaced. 

Humanitarian 

constraints 
Although roads have been severely damaged, affected areas 

are accessible. 

 

 

Map of Affected Area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.acaps.org/
http://www.start-network.org/
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Crisis Impact 

 

As of 10 March, up to 5,000 people were estimated to have been affected by heavy 

rains and floods in three villages in Kahama district, in Shinyanga region, including 

3,500 displaced. At least 47 people have been killed and 112 injured, most of them 

children (IFRC, 10/03/2015). The storm left a trail of destruction in Mwakata – its 

epicentre, Numbi, and Mwaguguma villages. More than 500 people have been staying 

at a local primary school, which was closed to accommodate them (The East African, 

06/03/2015). 

Shelter: 634 houses have been partially or entirely damaged, leaving hundreds of 

people homeless. The storm caused extensive damage to, and loss of, personal 

belongings. Affected populations are in dire need of temporary shelter and household 

NFI support, such as buckets, cooking and eating utensils, blankets, mosquito nets, 

mattresses, and soap (IFRC, 10/03/2015; IFRC, 06/03/2015; Local Media, 15/03/2015). 

Food: Crops, including maize and cotton, as well as livestock, have been severely 

affected (BBC, 04/03/2015).  

Health: Displaced populations are at high risk of malaria, and other communicable 

and WASH-related diseases, such as diarrhoea (IFRC, 10/03/2015). 

WASH: Wells have collapsed and access to safe drinking water is not guaranteed 
(START, 17/03/2015). 

 

Humanitarian and Operational Constraints 

Severe damage to infrastructure, including roads and mud houses, has been reported, 

which has hampered rescue operations (Reuters, 04/03/2015). As of 18 March, 

humanitarian actors on the ground have reported good access to the affected 

populations.  

 

Aggravating Factors 
 

WASH: Shinyanga region has long presented special challenges to rural water and 

sanitation initiatives, for environmental, economic, and demographic reasons. The 

region has no perennial rivers or streams. Groundwater resources are limited and 

available at relatively shallow depths. The relatively low yields of the groundwater 

resources hamper the use of boreholes. All this makes it difficult to supply safe water 

both to the scattered rural population and the growing urban one (OECD, 2007).  

 

Food security: Farmers have lost their crops and livestock due to the storm and are 

now facing food shortages, as the rainy season is ending. The next planting season is 

not until October, so losses will have an immediate and long-term impact on food 

security and livelihoods. 

 

Key Characteristics of Shinyanga Region 

 

Demographic profile: 1.53 million inhabitants. 54% of the population is below 17 

years old; 83.4% of the population lives in rural areas (Government, 2013). 

Food security: Agriculture employs 80% of the labour force in the region, but the 

sector is not well developed due to poor farming methods. Maize accounts for 44% of 

the total region’s food crop production, followed by rice paddies (29%). The region 

also depends on major cash crops, including cotton and sunflower. Livestock is the 

second most important source of revenue: cattle accounts for 34% of livestock in the 

region. 66% of households in Shinyanga have experienced some problems satisfying 

their food requirements at least once in their life; 15% of households in Meatu district 

report always having such issues (Government, 2012). 

Health: Average infant and under-five mortality rates are high, with 92 and 146 deaths 
per 1,000 overall deaths respectively; the gravest health issues in the Shinyanga are 
malaria and water-borne diseases (OECD, 2007). 7.6% of adults aged 15-49 are HIV 
positive, making Shinyanga the third most affected region in Tanzania (Government, 

2010).  

WASH: The main sources of water for rural households are unprotected wells (33% 

and 31% during the wet and dry seasons), protected wells (26% and 28%), surface 

water (17% and 19%) and piped water (12% and 13%) (Government, 2013).  

Lighting and cooking: Traditional means of energy are still widely used: the main 
source of energy used for cooking is firewood (94% of households) followed by 
charcoal (5%) and other sources such as gas, crop residues, and cow dung. Only 
0.1% of households use electricity (Government, 2013). 

Literacy: According to the 2012 census, 75% of men and 62% of women are literate 

in Shinyanga, compared to 78% and 65% nationally. Less than half of children aged 

14–17 are enrolled in secondary school. In primary school, there are 71 pupils for 

every teacher (Government, 2013; DFID, 01/12/2014). Of 13,349 pupils selected to join public 

secondary schools at the end of 2014, at least 5,913 (44%) did not report to schools 

they were posted to, and detailed information on their status is missing (local media, 

14/03/2015). 
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Response Capacity 
 

Local and National Response Capacity 

Following the disaster, the Government of Tanzania assumed its coordination role. 

Regional authorities carried out initial assessments and mobilised resources to assist 

the affected people with both lifesaving food and NFIs (500 blankets). They also 

ordered temporary closure of two primary schools in order to provide accommodation 

to over 500 people who were made homeless, with others hosted by relatives and 

friends. On 5 March the Government expressed its full support to meet affected 

populations’ immediate shelter needs through the provision of tents and 100 blankets 

(IFRC, 10/03/2015). The Tanzanian President has recently urged regional authorities to 

step up assistance to flood-affected populations (local media, 15/03/2015).  

 

International Response Capacity 

The Tanzanian Red Cross, including its branch in Shinyanga and both the US and 

Spanish Red Cross, is assisting affected families through the provision of first aid, 

ambulance services to transport the injured to the district hospital, NFIs, and 

assistance in burial activities (IFRC, 10/03/2015). 

 

 

Information Gaps and Needs 

 

 There is very little information regarding the overall current needs of the 

affected population and the location of the displaced populations.  

 No updates since 10 March have been issued regarding the remaining 

number of affected and displaced.  

 Sources are using differing names for the affected locations in Shinyanga, 

making the evaluation of the precise damage locations and affected 

populations unclear. There has been difficulties identifying the villages 

mentioned in reports presented by humanitarian actors on the ground, i.e.: 

Mwakata, Numbi, and Mwaguguma.  

 

Lessons Learned 

 

Heavy rains caused flash floods in Morogoro region 22–23 January 2014 affected 

around 10,000 people. Response proved that psychological support was important to 

support the affected, as most had never experienced flash floods and had to cope with 

significant losses – many expressed a sense of hopelessness and helplessness when 

thinking about the recovery phase. Data records on patients attended were 

insufficiently monitored by humanitarian actors. Hygiene promotion contributed greatly 

to the control of disease outbreaks Shelter strategy should take into account the 

climatological conditions in the area (IFRC, 28/11/2014).   


