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MEMBER ACTIVITY REPORTS

InterAction is the largest coalition of U.S.-
based international non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) focused on the world’s 
poor and most vulnerable people. Collectively, 
InterAction’s more than 165 members work 
in every developing country.  Formed in 
1984 with 22 members and now based in 
Washington, DC with a staff of 40, InterAction’s 
member agencies are large and small, faith-
based and secular and are headquartered  
across 25 states.

In poor communities throughout the 
developing world, InterAction members meet 
people halfway in expanding opportunities 
and supporting gender equality in education, 
health care, agriculture, small business, and 
other areas.  To forestall or recover from the 
violence that impacts millions of innocent 
civilians, InterAction exercises leadership in 
conflict prevention, the peaceful resolution 
of disputes, and peace-building initiatives in 
post-conflict situations. InterAction members 
respond to natural disasters all around the 
world.
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Source: The World Factbook, Central Intelligence Agency (2006)

About this Report
This report offers international agencies, non-govern-
mental organizations (NGOs), the media and the public 
an overview of the humanitarian and development as-
sistance being provided to the people of Colombia by 
InterAction member agencies.  

The ten member organizations in this report are con-
ducting relief and development operations in Colom-
bia.  Various sectors are addressed in their programs, 
including agriculture and food security; disaster and 
emergency relief; economic, business development and 
credit; education and training; gender issues; health 
care; human rights, peace and conflict resolution; assis-
tance and protection for refugees/internally displaced 
persons (IDPs); and rural development.

The agencies in this report conduct programs in many 
areas of Colombia, including the Amazon Basin, Aparta-
do, Atlantico, Barranquilla, Bogota, Bucaramanga, Cali, 
Cartagena, Chocó, Cuaca, Envigado, Guaviare, Ibague, 
Malambo, Monteria, Nariño, Putomayo, Santa Marta, 
Santander, Saravena, Soledad, Tolima and Uraba-
Pueblo Bello, among others. 

Agencies have presented various objectives for their 
programs in Colombia.  Many are working to respond 
to the emergency needs of the populations affected by 
prolonged conflict through distribution of food and non-
food aid and the provision of health care. Other orga-
nizations have objectives that focus on peace-building 
activities, support for IDPs, community and economic 
development, as well as training and education initia-
tives.

Several of the member agencies in this report work in 
coordination with local and international implementing 
partners or donors. International partners include ICRC, 
the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the 
Rotary Club, Solidarity International, UNHCR and the 
World Food Programme, among others. Regional and 
Colombian partners include the Colombian Red Cross, 
AECI, Direccion General para la Prevencion y Atencion 
de Desastres, members of the Inter-Agency Dialogue 
in Colombia (DIAL), the Bogotá Civil Air Patrol (PAC), 
the Catholic National Secretariat for Social Ministry 
(SNPS), several Colombian ministries and other local, 
national and global church organizations.

Security remains a primary concern of many agencies 
involved in aid operations in Colombia. Aside from 
rampant street crime, gang activity and violence related 
to narco-trafficking, sporadic and often indiscriminate 
violence stemming from the forty-year internal conflict 
compromises agency activities and limits ability to as-
sign personnel. In recent years, the government has 
increased its efforts to contain insurgents, paramilitary 
and drug trafficking groups, forcing these groups into 
the country’s remotest areas and limiting their geo-
graphic influence. That progress may be negated, how-
ever, by recent news of paramilitary links to the Uribe 
administration, national and local governments. Fur-

thermore, the re-mobilization of previously demobilized 
paramilitary groups into new decentralized and increas-
ingly violent cadres may also pose a security threat.

Historical Background
Gran Colombia—which included the lands of present-
day Venezuela, Ecuador and Panama, as well as portions 
of Brazil, Costa Rica, Peru and Guyana—proclaimed in-
dependence from Spain in 1810, under the leadership 
of revolutionaries Antonio Narino and Simon Bolivar. A 
debate ensued over whether the republic would have 
a strong central government or become a federation of 
sovereign states, leading to the succession of the Ven-
ezuelan and Ecuadorian departments in 1830 and spell-
ing the effective dissolution of Gran Colombia.

Within Colombia, volatile debates continued over the 
function of the central government. In 1850, the Par-
tido Liberal (PL) and the Partido Social Conservador 
(PSC) were officially established, dividing the country 
on that issue and on the role of the Catholic Church in 
state affairs. This split between the conservatives and 
the liberals, exacerbated by the absence of any govern-
ment throughout much of the country’s rural areas, is 
the source of the continued conflict and violence that 
have ravaged the Colombian population for more than 
a century. Two main episodes resulted from the PL-PSC 
rivalry. In 1899, a liberal political and social revolution 
known as the War of a Thousand Days resulted in nearly 
100,000 deaths and left the country devastated. Then, 
in 1948, renewed political tensions ignited the period 
known as La Violencia, the bloodiest and most brutal 
eighteen years in Colombian history. During La Violen-
cia, nearly 200,000 people were murdered or otherwise 
killed in the pursuit of political rivalries or in the social 
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unrest that followed. 

A power-sharing agreement between the liberals and 
conservatives was reached in 1957, and the National 
Front—a coalition government—was established in 1958. 
A period of relative peace and stability ensued, lasting 
through the mid-1970s. Despite the arrangement, how-
ever, the deep-seated causes of endemic violence were 
left rooted in Colombian political culture, and a num-
ber of political opposition movements developed. Since 
the 1960s, the Colombian government has engaged in 
counterinsurgency operations against the movements, 
including two leftist guerilla forces, the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) and the National 
Liberation Army  (ELN), and the right-wing paramilitary 
group known as the United Self-Defense Forces (AUC).  

The FARC, established in 1964 as the military wing of 
the Colombian Communist Party, is among the world’s 
largest and oldest guerrilla forces. Located primarily 
in sparsely populated areas east and south of the An-
des and financed by money collected through extor-
tion, kidnapping and taxes on narcotics trafficking, the 
FARC has significantly expanded its forces to an esti-
mated 15,000. The ELN, founded in 1964 by a group of 
Colombian students influenced by the Cuban Revolu-
tion, is Colombia’s second largest rebel force with an 
estimated 5,000 fighters. The ELN also relies heavily on 
kidnapping and extortion for its finances. The AUC, an 
umbrella group of pro-government paramilitary forces 
formed around 1997, peaked at about 31,000 fighters. 
The AUC, however, has ceased to function as an orga-
nization since the disbanding of the paramilitary under 
President Uribe’s “Justice and Peace” law in 2006.

Rapid expansion of the narcotics trade in the 1970s , 
–80s  and –90s contributed significantly to the further 
deterioration of the political process. Not only has Co-
lombia’s involvement in the production, movement and 
trade of illegal narcotics provided sources of funding 
for sub-national political groups, it has also provided 
the impetus for drug cartels to garner substantial influ-
ence in Colombian society. In regions where the Colom-
bian government was unable to provide basic services, 
people came to rely on the presence and finances of 
guerillas and drug cartels. The Colombian government 
has stepped up efforts to reassert government control 
throughout the country in the past few years, success-
fully establishing a presence in all of its municipalities. 
Violence, however, has not subsided, and neighboring 
countries worry about a spillover onto their soil. 

In 1999, President Andres Pastrana unveiled Plan Co-
lombia, an integrated strategy to combat the drug trade 
and related paramilitary activity while promoting peace, 
economic growth, human rights issues and improve-
ments in democracy and governance. President Alvaro 
Uribe continued the program following his inauguration 
in 2002. The U.S. has staunchly supported Plan Colom-
bia with more than $5 billion in assistance since 2000. 
The U.S.’s version of the program—the Andean Coun-
terdrug Initiative—also provides support to Colombia’s 
neighbors, including Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Panama, 
Peru and Venezuela.  Roughly $465 million of assistance 

in each of the past three years has done little to improve 
the situation: Colombia remains the main source of co-
caine in the world, supplying over 90 percent of the 
cocaine and nearly half the heroine entering the U.S., 
and the number of hectares cultivated with coca in 2005 
increased by 26% over 2004. Moreover, drug profits 
continue to feed criminal gangs, erode civil society and 
challenge government authority. Still, President George 
W. Bush’s support is unwavering: during a visit to Bogo-
ta in March 2007, he requested that another $3.9 billion 
be earmarked for Plan Colombia over the next seven 
years. Criticism in the U.S. Congress, however, may in-
stigate a debate on whether more of the aid should go 
toward social reform and combating poverty rather than 
counter-insurgency and narcotics operations. 

The limited success of Plan Colombia is mirrored in the 
government’s attempts at peace negotiations with guer-
rilla groups. President Pastrana engaged in long-term 
negotiations with the FARC, granting the group a de-
militarized zone with renewal conditional on continued 
commitment to the talks. In 2002, after three years of 
negotiation, the dialogue ended and Pastrana resumed 
counter-insurgency operations. Current President Al-
varo Uribe, who is popular for his U.S.-backed security 
policies, enjoyed some success in the demobilization of 
31,000 AUC forces. However, he is currently entrenched 
in a “para-politics” scandal in which eight members of 
his congressional coalition are awaiting trial on charges 
of collusion with right-wing paramilitary forces tied to 
the drug trade, causing many U.S. and Colombian ob-
servers to doubt that the links have been severed and to 
demand a reevaluation of the situation.

As of March 2007, ongoing conflict, land access disputes 
and counter-narcotics operations have left more than 
three million people—roughly 8% of the population—
internally displaced, leaving Colombia with one of the 
largest displaced populations in the world. Most of the 
IDPs originate from rural areas where the government’s 
control oscillates between weak and nonexistent. Most 
recently, more than 7,000 people in southwest Colombia 
have been forced from their homes and into neighbor-
ing communities. The displacement—one of the biggest 
in recent years—began on March 23, 2007, when the 
military launched an offensive in the area to retake land 
from left-wing rebels. Although Colombia touts some 
of the most advanced legislation in the world for IDPs, 
practical delivery of the law remains patchy in some ar-
eas and not all IDPs have equal access to their rights. 

Colombia’s political struggles cannot be calmed as long 
as the multibillion-dollar narcotics industry thrives, pro-
viding fuel for subnational movements and status for 
ringleaders. Production of drug crops will not cease un-
til other means of survival are available to the people.  
A government that must dedicate many political and 
financial resources to internal struggle cannot focus on 
the creation of alternative livelihoods. With each new 
incident that devastates communities and displaces Co-
lombian people, it becomes increasingly apparent that a 
comprehensive solution is necessary.
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Agriculture and Food Security 
Adventist Development and Relief 
Agency International
American Jewish World Service
Lutheran World Relief
Mercy Corps

Disaster and Emergency Relief
Adventist Development and Relief 
Agency International
American Jewish World Service
American Red Cross
Catholic Relief Services
Lutheran World Relief
Mercy Corps
World Vision

Drugs and Counternarcotics
International Crisis Group

Economic, Business 
Development and Credit
Adventist Development and Relief 
Agency International
American Jewish World Service
Mercy Corps
World Vision

Organizations By Sector Activity
Education and Training
Adventist Development and Relief 
Agency International
American Jewish World Service
American Red Cross
Mercy Corps
World Vision
 

Gender Issues and Women in 
Development
Adventist Development and Relief 
Agency International
American Jewish World Service
Lutheran World Relief
Mercy Corps

Health Care
Adventist Development and Relief 
Agency International
American Jewish World Service 
American Red Cross
AmeriCares Foundation
Mercy Corps 
World Vision

Human Rights, Peace and 
Conflict Resolution
American Jewish World Service
Catholic Relief Services
International Crisis Group
Lutheran World Relief
Mercy Corps
Refugees International
World Vision

Refugees and IDPs
Adventist Development and Relief 
Agency International
American Jewish World Service
American Red Cross
Mercy Corps

Rural Development
American Jewish World Service

Other Acronyms
AECI Agencia Espanola de Cooperacion Internacional
AIDS Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome
ADP  Area Development Program
DIAL Inter-Agency Dialogue in Colombia
DDR disarmament, demobilization and reintegration
ECHO Educational Concerns for Hunger Organization
ELN National Liberation Army (Colombia)
FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations
FARC Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia
FY fiscal year
HIV human immunodeficiency virus
ICRC  International Committee of the Red Cross
IDP internally displaced person
IHL International Humanitarian Law 
IOM  International Organization for Migration
IMCI Integrated Management of Childhood Illness
MCH Maternal Child Health 
NGO non-governmental organization
PAC Bogotá Civil Air Patrol
SNPS  Catholic National Secretariat for Social Ministry
UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
USD United States Dollar

Glossary of Acroynms

InterAction Members
ADRA: Adventist Development and 
Relief Agency

AJWS: American Jewish World Service

ARC: American Red Cross

CRS: Catholic Relief Services

IRC: International Rescue Committee

LWR: Lutheran World Relief

RI: Refugees International

WV: World Vision
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U.S. Contact
Tereza Byrne
Bureau Chief for Marketing and Development
ADRA International
12501 Old Colombia Pike
Silver Spring, MD 20904
tel: (301) 680.6398
fax: (301) 680.6370
TerezaByrnel@cs.com

Field Contact
Gabriel Villarreal
Country Director
ADRA Colombia
Carrera 28 Bis No. 52-05
Bogota, Distrito Capital
tel: (57) 1.310.5636 
cell: (57) 313.768.6792
fax: (57) 1.312.5178
director@adracolombia.org
ghvillarreal@hotmail.com

www.adra.org

Introduction
The Adventist Development and Relief Agency 
(ADRA) is an international NGO operating in 125 
countries to provide relief and development to com-
munities. As the worldwide humanitarian agency of 
the Seventh Day Adventist Church, ADRA seeks to 
reflect the character of God through its humanitari-
an and development activities, though the organiza-
tion acts without regard to race, gender or political 
and religious affiliation. ADRA operates in five core 
portfolio activities: food security, economic develop-
ment, primary health, emergency management and 
basic education. 

ADRA International in Colombia
ADRA Colombia maintains programs throughout 
the country in the following sectors: economic de-
velopment, education/training, emergency man-
agement, displacement communities, food security, 
gender issues/women in development and primary 
health. General objectives include the creation of 
training centers for displaced families in the main 
cities of Columbia, response to major emergencies 
and disasters, support of micro-enterprise projects, 
implementation of a health promotion and preven-

tive health program for displaced families and strength-
ening of ADRA’s relationship with government and 
community activities

ADRA maintains a number of projects in the aforemen-
tioned sectors. Currently, ADRA operates four training 
centers for displaced women, located in Bogota, Carta-
gena, Saravena and Envigado. The centers benefit 420 
women. Another project, the school food program in 
Apartado, Antioquia, benefits 200 children. Also, ADRA 
Colombia responded to four emergencies in 2006: a tor-
nado in Barranquilly, and flooding in Apartado, Cali and 
Bucaramanga. ADRA’s response benefited 5,600 people 
affected by those emergencies.

ADRA Colombia receives its funding from ADRA In-
ternational, the ADRA Inter-American regional office 
and the Government of Spain (Generalitat Valenciana). 
It also maintains cooperative efforts and relationships 
with Accion Social de la Presidencia de la Republic, the 
World Food Programme, UNHCR, Direccion General 
para la Prevencion y Atencion de Desastres, ECHO, 
FAO, European Union and AECI. 

Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA)

Photo: courtesy of Maria Isabel Ramirez Anaya
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U.S. Contact
Julia Greenberg
Director of Grants
American Jewish World Service
45 West 36th Street, 11th Floor
New York, NY 10018
tel: (212) 792.2806
jgreenberg@ajws.org

www.ajws.org

Introduction
American Jewish World Service (AJWS) is an interna-
tional development organization motivated by Judaism’s 
imperative to pursue justice. AJWS is dedicated to alle-
viating poverty, hunger and disease among the people 
of the developing world regardless of race, religion or 
nationality. Through grants to grassroots organizations, 
volunteer service, advocacy and education, AJWS fos-
ters civil society, sustainable development and human 
rights for all people while promoting the values and 
responsibilities of global citizenship within the Jewish 
community.

American Jewish World Service

AJWS in Colombia
In Colombia, AJWS is committed to peace- building and 
the strengthening of civil society in conflict-afflicted ar-
eas. Focus is placed on the most marginalized in Colom-
bian society including the indigenous and Afro-Colom-
bian populations and rural women.  Specifically, AJWS 
supports partners in circumstances where their rights 
are endangered, whether directly as a result of conflict, 
from corporate and government interests or because 
they lack access to mechanisms through which to defend 
themselves. AJWS focuses on supporting communities’ 
self-identified priorities, which includes building grass-
roots leadership and providing psychosocial support as 
a means for long-term recovery and to enable sustain-
able, long-term development. AJWS’ efforts primarily 
fall into the following categories: human rights, peace 
and conflict resolution; agriculture and food production; 
business development; disaster and emergency relief; 
education/training; gender issues; IDP services; rural 
development; legal services and psycho-social support. 
AJWS currently provides support for four organizations 
whose efforts span the regions of Guaviare, Santa Mar-
ta, Bucaramanga, Uraba-Pueblo Bello, Cuaca, Bogota, 
Putomayo and the Amazon Basin.      

Photo: courtesy of AmeriCares
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U.S. Contact
Christine Burkhart
Regional Program Officer, Americas
2025 E Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20006
tel: (202) 303.5013
burkhartch@usa.redcross.org

Field Contact
Roberto Brito
tel: (57) 310.322.2069 
rbrito@amcross.org

http://www.redcross.org

Introduction
The mission of the American Red Cross’ International 
Programs is to improve the lives of the most vulnerable 
through health and safety promotion programs that en-
gender respect and self-efficacy. 

ARC in Colombia 
ARC supports the “Regional Humanitarian Action for 
Refugee and Displaced Populations of the Colombian 
Conflict and their Host Communities” project. The goal 

of the project is to improve basic health conditions of 
displaced population, refugees and their host communi-
ties, as well as to strengthen the protection and well be-
ing of the target population through training in Colom-
bia and Ecuador.  This project is implemented through 
a partnership with the Colombian Red Cross and has 
been in operation for five years, having reached thou-
sands of refugees and displaced persons affected by the 
ongoing conflict in Colombia.  To improve access to and 
uptake of basic health services through promotion and 
preventative health practices among targeted popula-
tions, the project addresses the following interventions: 
emergency health services, psychosocial support, pre-
ventive IMCI/MCH assistance, water and sanitation and 
HIV/AIDS education. To enhance the protection and 
well being of the beneficiaries, the project addresses the 
following interventions: dissemination and communica-
tion of International Humanitarian Law (IHL), Security 
in the Field, Sphere Standards and economic livelihood 
opportunities. 

The primary implementing partner for the program 
is the Colombian Red Cross. In addition, the program     
coordinated with the ICRC, the International Federation 
of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, the So-
cial Solidarity Network, Ministries of Health and Social 
Protection, the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM), the Colombian Institute for Family Welfare, the 
Rotary Club, Solidarity International, mayors’ offices, 
IDP associations, foundations, hospitals and community 
groups. 

American Red Cross

Photo: courtesy of AmeriCares
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U.S. Contact
Hector Emmanuelli
Program Manager
88 Hamilton Avenue 
Stamford, CT  06902
tel: (203) 658.9500
hemmanuelli@americares.org

www.americares.org

Introduction
AmeriCares is a nonprofit disaster relief and humani-
tarian aid organization that provides immediate re-
sponse to emergency medical needs and supports 
long-term humanitarian assistance programs for 
people around the world, irrespective of race, creed 
or political persuasion.  Since its founding in 1982, 
AmeriCares has provided more than $6 billion in aid 
to more than 137 countries. To accomplish these re-
sults, AmeriCares assembles product donations from 
the private sector, determines the most urgent needs 
and solicits the funding to transport aid via airlift or 
ocean cargo to health and welfare professionals in 
remote locations. To deliver medicine, relief supplies 
and health care to the needy, AmeriCares has de-
veloped a platform based on strategic partnerships.  
On the ground, AmeriCares works with international 
and local NGOs, hospitals, health networks and gov-
ernment ministries of long-standing effectiveness. 

AmeriCares in Colombia 
AmeriCares has been delivering humanitarian assis-
tance to Colombia since 1999. Through a partnership 
with the Sovereign Military Order of Malta, $7.7 mil-
lion worth of medicines, medical supplies, hygiene 
items and other goods have been provided to Colom-
bians. AmeriCares continues to expand efforts in Co-
lombia to ensure better access to medicines and sup-
plies for the underprivileged. Aid reaches non-profit 
healthcare delivery centers throughout the country 
and supports specialized rural outreach. 

Medical and Surgical Missions in Rural 
Colombia 

AmeriCares and the Order of Malta have supported 
the medical surgical programs of the Bogotá Civil 
Air Patrol (PAC) for the last two years. This partner-
ship focuses on the delivery of essential medicines 

and medical supplies for use in PAC’s fieldwork. Ameri-
Cares’ support has consistently included new moni-
toring and diagnostic equipment, anesthetics, sutures 
and basic antibiotics.  As the partnership continues to 
evolve, AmeriCares hopes to broaden the spectrum and 
volume of support for PAC’s efforts.

PAC flies teams of local physicians and surgeons to re-
mote areas of Colombia every twenty days.  The average 
mission lasts approximately three to four days, giving 
consults to 1,200 patients and providing basic surgery to 
another 200.  Patients requiring more advanced care are 
evacuated to areas where the level of care suits the pa-
tient’s needs. Yearly, PAC provides care to almost 40,000 
isolated and displaced Colombians who have little to no 
access to Colombia’s healthcare system. 

AmeriCares

Photo: courtesy of AmeriCares
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U.S. Contact
Brian Goonan
Regional Representative
209 West Fayette Street 
Baltimore, MD 21201
tel: (410) 951.7497
fax: (410) 234.2998
bgoonan@crs.org

Zonal Office
Paul Townsend
Regional Representative
Ave. America 1830 y Mercadillo 
P.O. Box 17-03-0226 
Quito, Ecuador
tel: (593) 22.226.677
fax: (593) 22.566.054
srobalino@crsecuador.org.ec

Colombia Office
Martha Ines Romero
Country Manager
tel: (57) 1.217.7942
fax: (57) 1.217.7914
programaconjunto@crscolombia.org.co

www.crs.org

Introduction
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) is the overseas relief and 
development agency of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops.  The fundamental motivating force in all activi-
ties of CRS is the Gospel of Jesus Christ as it pertains 
to the alleviation of human suffering, the development 
of people and the fostering of charity and justice in the 
world. The policies and programs of the agency reflect 
and express the teaching of the Catholic Church. At the 
same time, Catholic Relief Services assists persons on 
the basis of need, not creed, race or nationality. 

CRS in Colombia 
In October 2003, the Catholic National Secretariat for 
Social Ministry (SNPS) Caritas Colombia and CRS com-
mitted to a second phase of the In Solidarity with Colom-
bia Program. This program, begun in June 2000, marks 
a milestone in the transformation of the CRS’ response 
to the increasing humanitarian crisis in Colombia, as it 
represents strengthening in the coordination between 
SNPS and CRS to respond to Colombia’s needs. The Co-

lombia program expands and strengthens CRS’s focus 
on projects in the areas of humanitarian response, jus-
tice, peace education and peace building, and empha-
sizes complimentary education and awareness-raising 
activities with the American public on issues of impor-
tance to Colombia. 

Emergency and Humanitarian Response 

CRS and its partners have responded to the effects of 
various clashes between the state and opposition forces 
on the civil population.  CRS has provided food, medi-
cine, clothes, psychosocial recovery and other items 
required to satisfy basic necessities and to reinstate a 
minimum level of dignity during the first steps on the 
long road toward restoration of normalcy to the lives of 
the victims. 

CRS is also responding to Colombia’s ongoing humani-
tarian crisis through projects to document and provide 
humanitarian assistance to internally displaced and re-
turning communities, and assist undocumented and dis-
placed Colombians seeking refuge in Ecuador. Among 
the active projects is the Diocese of Quibdó’s Integrated 
Assistance to the Communities Affected by the Violence 
in the Medio Atrato, Chocó. Projects integrate humani-
tarian assistance, legal, psychological and spiritual ac-
companiment, justice and peace education, and support 
for the return and re-establishment of displaced com-
munities. CRS is also strengthening local capacities in 
prevention, mitigation and response to emergencies 
caused by natural disasters. 

Peace Building 

CRS works with implementing partners, including Cari-
tas Colombia, local dioceses, civil society networks and 
religious congregations and organizations, to develop 
training and capacity-building processes in conflict 
transformation, the spirituality of peace, citizen partici-
pation and local advocacy. The program also supports 
pastoral efforts designed to protect communities at risk 
in conflict zones, and produces materials to strengthen 
community capacities and leadership in zones that have 
been weakened by armed actors. Other key initiatives 
include continued support for the SNPS-Jesuit School 
for Peaceful Coexistence (which works to develop local 
level peace building and conflict transformation capaci-
ties in selected dioceses), the Consolidation Project of 
Social Organization of the Communities in the Diocese 
of Chocó and the project Contribution to Reconciliation 
with local peace initiatives supported by the Colombian 
Church and John Paul Lederach.  

Catholic Relief Services
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Primary U.S. Contact
Mark L. Schneider
Sr. Vice President
International Crisis Group 
1629 K St. NW Suite 450 
Washington, DC 20006
tel: (202) 785.1638
fax: (202) 785.1630
mschneider@crisisgroup.org

Secondary U.S. Contact
Andy Simmons
Advocacy Officer 
tel: (202) 785.1601
fax: (202) 785.1630
asimmons@crisisgroup.org 

Field Contacts
Markus Schultze-Kraft, Senior Analyst 
Jeremy McDermott, Analyst 
Mauricio Angle Morales, Analyst 
Juan Munevar, Research Assistant
Crisis Group Bogota Office 
Calle 84 No 18-38, Of 504A 
Bogota, Colombia
tel: (57) 1.256.5769
fax: (57) 1.623.3483
Mschultzekraft@crisisgroup.org 
Jmcdermott@crisisgroup.org 
mangel@crisisgroup.org 
jmunevar@crisisgroup.org

www.crisisgroup.org

Introduction
International Crisis Group (Crisis Group) is the inter-
national, independent and non-governmental conflict 
prevention organization. Crisis Group’s aim is to help 
governments, international organizations and the world 
community at large to prevent or at least contain deadly 
conflict, and, if and when prevention fails, to try to re-
solve it. 

Crisis Group’s primary goal is prevention – to persuade 
those capable of altering the course of events to act in 
ways that reduce tensions and meet grievances, rather 
than letting them fester and explode into violent con-
flict. 

Crisis Group in Colombia 
Besides occasional Colombia situation reports, Crisis 
Group has been overseeing a Colombia/Andean Region 
project since 2001 which aims to support efforts to find 
a negotiated solution to Colombia’s brutal internal con-
flict. This project focuses on identifying key strategies to 
reduce the level of violence, resume peace talks, avoid 
a spill-over of the conflict into the five bordering states 
and to strengthen democratic governance, reverse the 
economic downturn and reduce social inequalities in 
Colombia. It also examines the relationship of drugs and 
conflict in Colombia and the Andean region.

Crisis Group has published twenty-four reports on vari-
ous topics pertaining to Colombia since 2002. The orga-
nization has identified key focus issues for its research 
and advocacy. The first is the relationship between gov-
ernance and conflict, involving the issues of impunity, 
human rights, the displaced, dismantling of paramilitary 
structures and disarmament, demobilization, reintegra-
tion and accountability of those ex-combatants. In addi-
tion, Crisis Group has identified the need for a coherent 
strategy involving negotiations with ELN and FARC as 
a focus area of priority, as well as their disarming, de-
mobilization, reintegration and accountability. The next 
several years will be critical for peace negotiations with 
the rebels, and international involvement is needed to 
facilitate a hostages-for-prisoners swap between the 
government and the FARC, as well as for advancing ne-
gotiations with ELN. Finally, Crisis Group examines the 
links between drugs and conflict as well as the success 
or failure of counter-drug programs.

International Crisis Group
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negotiations with ELN. 
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U.S. Contact
Michael Watt
Regional Director for Latin America
Lutheran World Relief 
700 Light Street 
Baltimore, MD 21230
tel: (410) 230.2807
mwatt@lwr.org

Field Contact
Zoraida Castillo
Colombia Program Manager
Lutheran World Relief 
Carrera 21 N. 39-24 
Oficina 102 
Bogota, Colombia
tel: (57) 1.245.1415
zoraida.castillo@gmail.com

www.lwr.org

Lutheran World Relief

Introduction
Lutheran World Relief, an international nonprofit or-
ganization, works to end poverty and injustice by em-
powering some of the world’s most impoverished com-
munities to help themselves. With partners in thirty-five 
countries, LWR seeks to promote sustainable develop-
ment with justice and dignity by helping communities 
bring about change for healthy, safe and secure lives; 
engage in Fair Trade; promote peace and reconciliation; 
and respond to emergencies. A ministry of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America and The Lutheran 
Church--Missouri Synod, LWR is headquartered in Bal-
timore, Maryland and has worked in international de-
velopment and relief since 1945.

LWR in Colombia 
LWR has been working in Colombia since the late 1990s 
to support marginalized and internally displaced peo-
ple. Programs have since expanded to emphasize trans-
forming conflict and building peace and justice. LWR’s 

work is focused 
on the Montes de 
María, as well as ar-
eas around Bucara-
manga. LWR invests 
in communities’ 
abilities to promote 
and protect their 
rights through train-
ing, participation in 
rights networks and 
advocacy; they also 
invest in small pro-
ducers’ productive, 
marketing and or-
ganization capaci-
ties to improve their 
livelihoods. LWR is 
a member of DIAL 
(Inter-Agency Dia-
logue in Colombia), 
and also coordi-
nates its efforts with 
a number of other 
organizations in Co-
lombia. 

Photo: courtesy of Lutheran World Relief
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U.S. Contact
Brian Atkinson
Program Officer, Latin America
Mercy Corps 
Dept W 
2015 SW 1st Ave 
Portland, OR 97201
tel: (800) 292.3355
fax: (503) 796.6844
batkinson@mercycorps.org

Field Contact
Gary Burniske
Country Director, Colombia
Cr. 10 No. 24-76  
Office #401 
Bogota, D.C. Colombia
tel: (57) 1.336.5940

www.mercycorps.org

Introduction
Mercy Corps exists to alleviate suffering, poverty and 
oppression by helping people build secure, productive 
and just communities. 

Mercy Corps in Colombia 
Mercy Corps’ objectives in Colombia are to strength-
en local partners and provide integrated assistance to 
populations affected by the conflict and work on its root 
causes. All sectors of the Colombia program focus on 
indigenous, Afro-Colombian and vulnerable internally 
displaced female-headed households and their receiv-
ing communities. 

Mercy Corps

Photo: courtesy of AmeriCares
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U.S. Contact
Andrea Lari
Senior Advocate
1705 N Street NW 
Washington, DC 20016
tel: (202) 828.0110, x215
andrea@refintl.org

www.refugeesinternational.org

Introduction
Refugees International (RI) generates lifesaving human-
itarian assistance and protection for displaced people 
around the world and works to end the conditions that 
create displacement. 

RI in Colombia 
RI seeks to generate greater and better humanitarian 
and protection response to the needs of internally dis-
placed persons and those Colombian citizens seeking 
refuge abroad. RI started its work in Colombia in mid-
year 2002, visiting Colombia and Venezuela. Then, RI 
did a mission to bordering countries Panama, Ecuador 
and Venezuela in the summer of 2004 and since early 
2005 it has visited the country four times, being the last 
mission in February 2007.

Refugees International

Photo: courtesy of AmeriCares

Photo: courtesy of AmeriCares
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U.S. Contact
Maria Castro
Technical Specialist
300 I Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20008
tel: (202) 572.6539
mcastro@worldvision.org

www.wvus.org

Field Contact
Vision Mundial Colombia 
Apartado Aereo 1434, 
Carrera 7 NO, 60A-24 
Barrio Chapinero 
Bogota, Colombia
tel: (57) 1.314.4870/1

www.visionmundial.org.co

Introduction
World Vision (WV) is a Christian relief and development 
organization dedicated to helping children and their com-
munities worldwide reach their full potential. It does so by 
tackling the underlying causes of poverty through holistic 
programs that benefit entire communities and have a lasting 
impact. WV helps transform the lives of the world’s poorest 
children and families in nearly 100 countries, including the 
United States.  WV’s non-profit work extends assistance to 
all people, regardless of their religious beliefs, gender, race 
or ethnic background. 

WV in Colombia 
WV has been operating in Colombia since 1976.  WV Co-
lombia’s core programmatic focus is to promote sustainable 
development among poor urban communities using a long-
term, integrated approach primarily funded through child 
sponsorship.  Through the implementation of Area Devel-
opment Programs (ADPs), World Vision stimulates sustain-
able change in the economic, social and spiritual aspects of 
the lives of children and their families.  A strong emphasis 
is placed on building a culture of peace as an alternative to 
conflict and violence.  There are currently more than 67,000 
sponsored children and twenty-two ADPs in operation 
throughout Colombia’s poorest regions.  WV sponsors six 
of those ADPs, benefiting 20,816 children annually.  In ad-
dition to private funding sources, bilateral and multilateral 
grants play a significant role in WV’s response to the ever-
increasing humanitarian and development needs of certain 
populations in Colombia. 

World Vision

Photos: courtesy of AmeriCares


