
  WEEKLY EMERGENCY SITUATION UPDATE 
Vol. 3 No. 12, 6 October 2010 

 

 

 

 

Acute crises 

General Background 
 
The polio outbreak threatens the efforts to eradicate the disease in Africa. Only 
three African countries have recorded cases of the disease in the last four months - 
Nigeria, Angola and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). However, Angola is 
the biggest threat against eradication efforts at the continental level. 

Burundi: 40 cases of shigellosis were reported in three provinces and laboratory confirmation is under way for 
many cases. 
Missions are planned in north Kayanza, Ngozi and Karuzi to assess the increasing number of malaria cases and 
deaths. 
The political situation remains volatile after unidentified armed gangs have killed thirty people, including four ex-
rebel of the Forces for National Liberation (FNL). The discovery of the bodies among the victims revived fears of a 
new rebellion. 
 
Chad: Torrential rains washed away new crops and flooded wells.  
At week 39, 351 new cholera cases and 8 deaths were reported in 12 districts (CFR 2.2%). WHO and the 
humanitarian community are providing cholera kits to the affected population. 
 
DRC: The humanitarian situation in eastern DRC remains a concern after the mass rape of women by armed 
gangs. WHO and the humanitarian partners are providing relief services to the victims. 
 
Guinea: The second round of the presidential elections is set for October 24. However, the climate is tense and 
may lead to a humanitarian crisis. 
 
Mauritania: Three cases of Crimean–Congo Hemorrhagic Fever including one death were reported. Preventive 
and control measures are being taken by the national authorities. 
 
Niger: All regions are affected by heavy rains. At least 280,386 people (36,880 households) are affected. WHO 
has provided drugs worth 98 505 USD. 
150 new cholera cases and 8 deaths have been reported in the regions of Diffa, Zinder, Tahoua and Maradi for a 
total of 976 cases including 62 deaths (CFR 6.4%). 
For week 38, the global acute malnutrition (GAM) registered 13,869 new cases of which 6,369 new cases of 
moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) and 7,500 new cases of severe acute malnutrition (SAM). 
 
Nigeria: 12 people were killed and 17 injured in two car bomb attacks during the country’s 50th independence 
anniversary celebrations. The Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta claimed responsibility for the 
attacks and the authorities have arrested nine people. 
Floods have displaced approx. 100,000 people in northern and southern states of the country. Drinking water has 
been contaminated and health officials are on alert for cases of cholera. 
 
Zimbabwe: As public involvement in creating a new constitution draws to a close, the social and political 
situations remain tense. 
Approx. 20,000 residents of the informal Hatcliffe Extension in the Harare suburb are at risk of being expelled. 
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Countries Under Surveillance 

General Background 
 
La Niña is expected to continue until early 2011 at least, with a significant impact 
on agricultural production in south-eastern Kenya, the Somali region of Ethiopia, 
southern Somalia and northern Tanzania. In these areas, poor rains could cause 
significantly below average or failed harvests. 

Angola: To cope with the resurgence of polio, the country has launched an immunization campaign targeting 
5.6 million children. 
 
Chad: Approximately one million children aged 6-24 months suffer from chronic malnutrition in the region of El 
Gazal Barl, west of the country. The malnutrition rate is between 16 and 28%, well above the critical threshold of 
15%. WFP launched an emergency operation to provide 20,000 tonnes of food. 
 
Congo: A suspected case of monkeypox and two cases of yellow fever were reported respectively in Likouala 
and Kouilou. Samples of the suspected case of monkeypox were sent to reference laboratories for confirmation 
at INRB of Kinshasa (DRC) and the CDC in Atlanta (US). 
 
Côte d'Ivoire: The presidential elections postponed several times are now scheduled for October 31, 2010. 
The election campaign began before the official dates, which may trigger unrests. 
 
Ethiopia: Acute diarrhoea continues to spread in the southern regions of the country with 89 new cases and 
one death. WHO assisted countries in training health personnel. 
459 new cases of measles were recorded in southern, central and northern part of the country. WHO provided 
technical support for routine immunization and for the preparation of national immunization campaign. 
 
Madagascar: Propaganda period started for the constitutional referendum on 17 November for the 
establishment of the 4th Republic. 
 
Mali: Food insecurity remains a concern, especially in Gao region where communities have exhausted their 
coping strategies and are struggling to make ends meet. The rate of acute malnutrition among children under 
five is 18.5 percent. 
 
Mozambique: Cholera cases continue to be reported in the province of Cabo Delgado. 
Typhoid fever is ongoing since May 5, 2009 in the districts of Neno Tsangano with 668 cases and 44 deaths 
(CFR 6.5%). 
 
Niger: Food insecurity reaches up to 20 per cent of the pastoralists who lost 80 to 100% of their livestock. 
Admissions of malnourished children to feeding centers increased significantly. Without assistance, the 
situation may deteriorate in January. 
 
Nigeria: Since March 2010, the epidemic of lead poisoning has killed more than 400 children in the state of 
Zamfara in northern Nigeria. Efforts to treat children poisoned by lead and to clean up the contaminated sites 
are hampered by the reluctance of communities to report cases on the one hand and heavy rains on the other. 
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