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WORD FROM THE EDITOR
This issue of our newsletter features the spirit of the 2009 Global campaign, “Our 
World. Your Move”. The campaign is a clear call to action, urging people to reach 
out, and make a move and better their world, in their own lives or in the Red Cross 
Red Crescent Movement. The message is that every person who heeds the call to act 
has the power to make a difference.

This global campaign honors key milestones in our history - the battle of Solferino, 
the birth of the International Federation and the adoption of the Geneva Convention 
– and highlights those who inspired us to join together. Exactly 150 years ago, one 
man, Henry Dunant, had an idea that has grown into what is now the International 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, a global movement with nearly 100 million 
staff and volunteers.

It can be tempting to turn away when we hear about our world today. Climate 
change, financial crisis, conflict, flood disasters and food insecurity – what can any 
individual do to make a difference? Yet there is a universal humanitarian spirit that 
prompts us to act for good. Through our actions, we show that we care.

Our world is in a mess, let’s all make a difference

Yours in humanity

Saara Iipinge
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2009 Flood
The 2009 flood was a major event, with 
levels not experienced since the late 
1960’s (a 40 year flood). On the 17th 
of March the President of the Republic 
of Namibia, His Excellency Hifikepunye 
Pohamba declared an emergency in the 
north and northeastern regions of the 
country, after floods killed at least 90 
people. The president said the floods 
could be one of the worst disasters of its 
kind in recent memory and warned of 
food shortages and he also requested 
for international assistance. Field after 
field of crops have been destroyed, as 
well as houses, schools, health centre, 
business and economic infrastructures. 
Up to 85% of gravel roads have been 
damaged, cutting people off from 
assistance. People and livestock have 
been washed away and there have been 
cases of crocodiles and hippopotamuses 
swimming in flood water, attacking and 
killing people. There was a cholera 
outbreak in the Kunene Region and the 
flood has worsened this by damaging 
sanitation infrastructure and reducing 
supplies of clean drinking water. 

The response to the flood was one of 
the major activities of the NS during 
2009. Namibia Red Cross Society with 
the support of the zone office of the 
International Federation of the Red Cross 
launched its Emergency Appeal on the 
24 March 2009.  The IFRC has also 
allocated USD 124,000 from its Disaster 
Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) to support 
the work of Red Cross across the affected 
areas. As such numerous donations 
were received from international and 
local donors. NRCS was also privileged 
to receive a group of experts from the 
International Emergency Response Unit 
who have been deployed to the Caprivi 
Region until June in an effort to address 
the serious water and sanitation problems 
faced the communities relocated in the 
camps. Other partner national societies 
were also involved, and Mr. Immanuel 
Tungati, a relief Coordinator from 
Zambia Red Cross stayed up to July.

The flood is estimated to have affected 
700, 000 in the four northern regions. In 
Caprivi and Kavango, flood has affected 
677, 542 people. The Namibia Red 
Cross has been on the ground since the 
beginning of the crisis and continues 
to deliver vital assistance to the flood 
victims who are still present in the camps, 
particularly in Kavango and Caprivi. Red 
Cross has distributed the much needed 
relief items such as mosquito nets, kitchen 
sets, kitchen sets, blankets, tarpaulins, 
plastic sheets, water purification sachets, 
water makers, second hand clothing 
and bar soaps. The provision of safe 
drinking water and sanitation is of utmost 
importance. The Red Cross has also 
trained volunteers and staff in health 
promotion, disease prevention as well 
as providing cholera kits, first aid and 
awareness programmes. Other training 
includes warehouse management, relief 
distribution, fleet management and 
adherence to procedures.

18, 000 people are still in the camps. 
It is anticipated that flood victims in 
Kavango/Caprivi can only return back 
to their villages some time August/
September while the flood operation is 
expected to last until end of August.

Thank you to all who made it possible 
for NRCS to mitigate the impact of the 
flood disaster. Together we can make a 
difference in the lives of others.
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Our world is in a mess.
It’s time to make your move.

In March this year, the International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) have launched a 
global campaign, our world. Your Move. The campaign 
highlights today’s humanitarian challenges (impact of 
climate change, armed conflicts and other situations of 
violence) and power of individuals to make a difference in 
the lives of others.

Through this global campaign, the ICRC, the International 
Federation and 186 Red Cross and Red Crescent 
movement are honoring this milestone by highlighting the 
power of individuals to make a difference.

The ‘Our world. Your move’. Campaign is a call to action 
– urging people everywhere to address the humanitarian 
challenges facing their communities and beyond, to reach 
out, make a move and better their world. 

The campaign is built on three anniversaries:
The 150th anniversary of the idea that led to the 
creation of the world’s largest humanitarian network 
(24 June 2009)
The 90th anniversary of the founding of the 
International Federation of Red  Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (IFRC), (5 May 2009)
The 60th anniversary of the Geneva Convention (12 
August 2009)

In 2009, we are speaking with one voice and one message 
– each of us has the power to make the world a better 
place and, and by becoming a member, we can “help the 
good work forward”, just as Dunant did 150 years ago.

Log on to www.redcross.org, and link to the www.
ourworld-yourmove.org website, undoubtedly, you will tell 
that our world is in a mess, and it’s your time to make a 
difference.

12 August marks the 60th Anniversary of the Geneva 
Conventions

1949 marks one of the most significant dates in the 
history of the Movement and a decisive breakthrough 
in the development of international humanitarian law. 
Experience during the Second World War made a major 
revision of international humanitarian law a priority after 
1945.

The First Convention aims to protect the wounded and 
sick in armed forces in the field; it represents the fourth 
version of the Geneva Convention on wounded and 
sick after those adopted in 1864, 1906 and 1929. 
The Second Convention aims to protect the wounded, 
sick and shipwrecked members of armed forces at 
sea, a revision and development of the 1906 Geneva 
Convention and 1907 Hague Convention. 

The Third Convention aim to protect prisoners of 
war, a revision and development of the 1907 Hague 
Regulations and 1929 Geneva Convention relative to 
the protection of prisoners of war. The fourth Conventions 
aim to protect civilians. In addition, the four Conventions 
contain a common article relating to the protection of 
victims of non-international armed conflicts.

Adopted on 8 June 1977, Protocols I and II are 
international treaties that supplement the Geneva 
Conventions of 1949. They significantly improve the 
legal protection of victims of armed conflicts, and - for 
the first time – lay down detailed humanitarian rules 
that apply in non international armed conflict. In 2005, 
a third Additional Protocol established an additional 
emblem, the red crystal, having the same status as the 
existing Red Cross and Red Crescent emblems.

2009 
CAMPAIGN
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NRCS commemorated the 150th 
Anniversary on the 24th of June 2009, 
of the battle that led to the creation of the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

The main event took place at a local hotel 
where the National Society was joined by 
its partners in commemorating the day. 
Mr. Japhet Iitenge, Emergency Response 
Unit Director presented the keynote 
speech while, NRCS Secretary General 
Dorkas Kapembe-Haiduwa spoke about 
the origin of the battle of Solferino. 

The main celebration of this important 
anniversary took place in Solferino, 
Northern Italy.  Some 600 volunteers from 
all over the world took part in the event. 
Two of Namibia Red Cross Staff members 
and volunteers were in Italy to join the 
rest of the world in commemorating the 
day.

 HOW IT ALL BEGAN?

The battle of Solferino was fought as part 
of the wider battle for unification within 
the Italian peninsula during the nineteenth 
century. On the 24th of June 1859, the 
alliance of France and Sardinian under 
Napoleon III met the Austrian army at 
the small village of Solferino in Northern 
Italy.

Fighting continued for fifteen hours until 
the Austrians retreated, leaving more than 
40, 000 killed or injured. Surrounding 
villages were overwhelmed with the 
walking wounded; the largest number 
went to Castiglione. The small medical 
service attached to the French and 
Sardinian forces was unable to cope.

There was no organized medical division 
within the army. Medical provision was 
inadequate with few doctors, equipment 
or transport attached to each regiment. 
Many died from simple wounds due to a 
lack of knowledge or care.

At the same time, Swiss business, Henry 
Dunant was passing through Castiglione 
on business and was appalled at the 
suffering of the wounded. He had been 
involved with charitable organizations in 
his native Switzerland and worked with 
local women to help the wounded. He 
brought in supplies to wash dressings, 
food, water and clean clothes.

 WHY WAS IT IMPORTANT?

In 1862 Henry Dunant published 
an account of what he had seen, A 
Memory of Solferino. In it he proposed 
the creation of national relief societies 
of trained volunteers to provide neutral 
and impartial help to wounded soldiers 
in times of war.

He wrote:”Oh, how valuable it would 
have been…….to have had a hundred 
experienced and qualified voluntary 
orderlies and nurses! Such a group 
would have formed a nucleus around 
which could have been rallied the scanty 
help and dispersed efforts which needed 
competent guidance.”Copies were sent 
to important people throughout Europe, 
including royalty and ministers.

 WHAT HAPPENED AS A RESULT?

Europe was experiencing a period of 
great change and welcomed Henry 

Dunant’s ideas. Advances in technology 
and the increasing use of firearms meant 
warfare caused injuries which had not 
been before. A body of trained volunteers 
would be a valuable asset to any military 
establishment.

Within months of the publication of 
A Memory of Solferino, a temporary 
Committee of five formed in Geneva 
to begin organizing the relief societies. 
The Committee of five later became 
the International Committee of the Red 
Cross.

NRCS

“All can, in one way or another, each in his own sphere and within his own 
limitations, do something to help the good work move forward.” Henry Dunant 
– A Memory of Solferino

COMMEMORATES 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF SOLFERINO
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THANK YOU
We extend our gratitude to our donors whose support contributed immensely to save the lives 
of vulnerable people in our society. We want to extend our deep heartfelt appreciation to all 
individuals, companies and organizations and our partners who have made it possible for the 
national society to continue offering unique and unmatchable humanitarian services to those in 
dire need, making a difference to the lives of the most vulnerable groups. Your generous donation 
is proof enough to the nation that as part of the community, you are ready, willing and able to be 
significant players in the in humanitarian response. Keep up the spirit of supporting; we salute your 
commitments and dedications.

2009 Donations

Khomas High Secondary School 

Bank Windhoek 

Herman Gemeiner Secondary School Windhoek Secondary High School

David Bezuidenhout Secondary SchoolDelta Secondary School.

USAID Skorpion Zinc Mine

Shop 4 Value - Walvis BayJan Jonker Afrikaner Secondary 
School

Standard Bank Namibia

Namsov

Republikein
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NRCS AND ITS PARTNERS MEET IN THE CAPITAL

Director General of the National Planning 
Commission, Professor Peter Katjavivi 
in his key note address commended 
the Namibia Red Cross for convening 
an important gathering of a diverse 
group of deeply committed people and 
diverse group, adding that it has recently 
become clear that in order to achieve a 
long lasting social impact and promoting 
a culture of change there is need for 
coordinated efforts and improved cross-
sectoral action. 

“Partnerships between the private, public 
and community and voluntary sectors 
are becoming central to regeneration 
programmes designed to tackle long 
standing social issues such as poverty, 

HIV/AIDS, unemployment and education. 
Despite the fact that Red Cross is at the 
heart of the World’s largest humanitarian 
network, and despite that Red Cross 
members and volunteers are active 
in almost every country in the world, 
neither we nor any other organization 
can continue to build without forming 
productive partnerships. Our partnerships 
with the Namibia Red Cross need to be 
matched by partnerships at national and 
international levels, “Professor Katjavivi 
argued.

He highlighted that in order to improve 
the performance of partnerships there 
is need to improve the way they are 
managed, adding that organizations 

need to underline the necessity of 
developing clear objectives; ensuring 
that each partner benefits individually 
as well as achieving a common goal; 
building in evaluation, and developing 
understanding and trust between 
partners.

Professor Katjavivi also urged NRCS 
partners to continue debating issues and 
exchanging views and ideas that will 
build links of solidarity and cooperation 
with many other organizations in order to 
strengthen and maximize humanitarian 
assistance.

Professor Katjavivi said: “effective 
partnership depends on the effectiveness 
of the contributions of partners. It is only 
through support of our partners that the 
Namibia Red Cross Society is able to 
support the programs and services that 
our community has come to depend 
upon”. 

The partnership meeting was attended 
by Mrs. Francoise Le Goff, Head of 
Southern Africa Zone, Mr. Andimba 
Toivo ya Toivo NRCS Chairman, and a 
delegate from ICRC Harare, NRCS staff 
and partners.

Namibia Red Cross Society in February this year held a two-day partnership meeting with its partners and donors in 
the capital. The main objectives of the meeting were to strengthen partnership relationships, to provide a forum for 
the partner national societies, to alleviate human suffering and to discuss NRCS Recovery Plan.

NRCS DONATED UNIFORMS TO 27 SCHOOLS
Various schools in the Khomas 
Region received uniforms from the 
NRCS at the beginning of the year. 
The uniforms were distributed to 
Orphans and Vulnerable Children. 
From left to right are some of the 
recipients: Aughkeikas Primary 
School, Steenkamp Primary 
School and the Michelle MClean 
Primary School. 
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WORLD RED CROSS DAY CELEBRATED
On 8th of May, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, 
the International Committee of the Red Cross, and the Movement National Societies 
celebrated the  annual Red Cross Red Crescent Day buy paying tribute to the millions 
of volunteers who provide universal assistance to people in need.

World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day dates back to 1922. Red Cross is celebrated 
on the 8th of May each year and May 8th was chosen, as it is the birthday of Henry 
Dunant, the founder of Red Cross.

Around the world, Red Cross and Red Crescent volunteers are active in a diverse 
range of activities, from alerting the public to the danger of landmines in Afghanistan 
to fighting the stigma and discrimination related to HIV/AIDS in Southern in Southern 
Africa.

They also regularly come to the aid of millions of people affected by natural and 
man-made disasters, such as the Pakistan earthquake, the Darfur crisis, Hurricanes 
in America, Flood in Caprivi and Kavango and providing ongoing support to the 
survivors of the Asia Tsunami.

Namibia Red Cross Society joined the rest of the world in commemorating the World 
Red Cross Day. The national event took place in Windhoek at the UN Plaza. The 
event kick started with the march from Red Cross Headquarter to the UN Plaza. The 
day was also commemorated by NRCS branches in their local communities.

Namibia Red Cross Society donated blankets, mosquito nets, 
kitchen sets, buckets and tarpaulins, food and second hand 
clothes to evicted farmers who were dumped on the roadside, 
90 km outside Windhoek. 

The 40 evictees and their dependants, some of whom have 
lived on the farm for as long as 7 years have been on the 
roadside with their belongings and livestock without water and 
shelter. 

“We have had many problems with little help. We are suffering 
from the cold. We have been sleeping in the open ever since 
we came here. We do not have food and water. 

“We thank Red Cross for assisting us with food and other relief 
items. This is a blessing from God and we really appreciate 
your help.” said Johannes Uirab, the head of the evicted 
farmers.

NRCS ASSISTS EVICTED FARMERS
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HENDRINA JAIRUS 

Living close in Ondombe constituency is the 88 years old grandmother, 
Hendrina.

She welcomes us into her very small thatched house she shares with her daughter 
and six grandchildren. Both the daughter and grandchildren depend on Hendrina’s 
N$ 450, 00 monthly pension allowances for survival.

Hendrina has been living in Ondombe since her childhood but never experience 
flood of this year magnitude. “Those are our huts,” she says. “We woke up in the 
middle of the night and found the water rising up. I was crying and trying to save 
what I could. But we lost our clothes, school books, almost everything. I do not 
know what is going to happen to us.”

SALOMON HAINGURA
SIKONDO VILLAGE HEADMAN

“This is a bad flood”, said Salomon Haingura, “I dont 
remember seeing anything like this before.”

Haingura is from Sikondo village, just outside Rundu in the 
Kavango region. For the last four months, he has been living 
in the relocation camp, where almost 600 people have fled 
after the nearby Kavango River burst its banks.

“At first we were not worried, but then it rained non-stop for 
two days. Our cattle kraal filled with water and then my house 
did too. We had to quickly leave our houses because it was 
not safe. I was scared.”

“We are grateful to all the assistance from Red Cross. We 
really appreciate what Red Cross is doing here on the daily 
basis. Thank you Red Cross,” Haingura said.

SCHOOL KIDS 
(LEVI HAKUSEMBE SECONDARY SCHOOL)

“We cannot study at the camps because it is very noisy. It is also dark 
and we are not allowed to use candles in the camps. 

They say they only eat soft porridge as their breakfast before they travel 
20 kilometers to their school

“Our school is very far, and we normally wake up at four in the morning. 
It takes us two to three hours to reach school and before you reach 
school, you are already hungry,” they say.

The Red Cross provincial office has been giving support to the camp, 
supplying water-purification tablets, jerry cans and mosquito nets, as 
well as providing first aid services and building pit latrines on its outskirts. 
Red Cross volunteers, most of them from the affected community itself, 
have also helped set up resident committees to deal with security and 
heath issues within the camps.

FLOOD VOICES
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SETSON SHIPANGA, 21 YEARS OLD

“I am serving as NRCS youth committee chairperson and am also attached to the 
ECHO project,” Shipanga says.

ECHO is an Emergency unit of the European Commission which has set aside 977 
966 Euros in humanitarian funding to support the recovery efforts in Ohangwena 
region. The fund has been committed to NRCS through Swedish Red Cross to 
provide seeds, fertilizers, agricultural hand tools, ploughing contracting services, 
goats and chicken and IEC materials for flood victims. 

“As a Red Cross volunteer, I have done much in terms of motivating other youth in 
my region. As a lead volunteer, I have to make sure that my constituency volunteers 
are doing what they are expected to do and that they are giving right information 
about Red Cross in their communities. “He emphasized.

“I thank Namibia Red Cross and Swedish Red Cross for the good job they are 
doing in our society and in Namibia in particular,” Shipanga said.

REGINA KAMBINDA, A VOLUNTEER

My name is Regina Kambinda, from Sauyemwa, Rundu. 
Kambinda is a member and a volunteer of NRCS attached to 
the Orphans and Vulnerable Children.

“I started volunteering for Namibia Red Cross in 2006. I am 
very fascinated to work with OVC and I am happy because I 
am helping my community and at the same time I am gaining 
experience working with Red Cross.  I believe one day, I will 
become a Red Cross staff member because of the gained 
experience,” Kambinda explained.

Kambinda teaches Orphans and Vulnerable children activities 
such as sports, reading and writing. Classes are conducted 
every Mondays, Wednesday and Fridays at Red Cross branch 
in Rundu.

Who joins NRCS Namibia Red Cross Society is pleased to announce 
the following new appointments

Rodney Cloete
Organisational Development Officer

Kleopas Asino
Logistics Assistant

Josia Tangeni Shaimange
Caretaker

FLOOD VOICES
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IMMANUEL TUNGATI

 Mr. Immanuel Tungati is a Relief 
Coordinator from Zambia Red Cross Society 
who has been in Namibia to support the 
emergency operation in the North-eastern 
part of the country.  Tungati has been 
involved in the operation for the past four 
months. Deployments of experts such as 
this provided much needed support to Red 
Cross volunteers and staff, many of whom 
were overstretched due to the magnitude of 
flood disaster.

“I joined the ZRCS in 2001 as programme 
coordinator for refugee affairs in 
collaboration with UNHCR. I have been a 
Relief Coordinator for quite sometimes.

“I arrived in Namibia on the 16th of April 
and by that time the flood situation was at 
its climax stage. People stayed up to three 
weeks without toilets. The operation was a 
challenge because it has overwhelming effect 
over the flood which needed immediate 
attention especially in water and sanitation, 
and because of that, the NRCS approached 
IFRC Geneva for the ERU experts. There 
were a lot of other implementing partners 
that came to rescue, i.e Unicef, Humedica 
International Aid, OCHA, WHO and the 
government,” Tungati explained.

Tungati indicated that his role in the operation 
was to assist and direct the staff and 
volunteers in organizing relief distribution 
as well as train and impart knowledge 
among staff and volunteers.“Generally 
the operation was very successful,” says 
Tungati.

The Namibia Red Cross Society is a member of 
the International Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies.

Humanity
The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement was born out 
of a desire to bring assistance without discrimination to the wounded 
on the battlefield, endeavours in its international and national capacity, 
to prevent and alleviate human suffering wherever it may be found. Its 
purpose is to protect life and health and to ensure respect for the human 
being. It promotes mutual understanding, friendship, cooperation and 
lasting peace amongst all people.

Impartiality
The Movement makes no discrimination as to nationality, race, religious 
belief, class or political opinion. It endeavors to relieve the suffering of 
individuals, being guided solely by their needs, and to give priority to the 
most urgent of distress.

Neutrality
In order to continue enjoying the confidence of all, the Movement may 
not take sides in hostilities or engage at any time in controversies of any 
political, racial, religious or ideological nature.

Independence
The movement is independent. The national societies, while auxiliary in 
the humanitarian services of their governments and subject to the laws of 
their respective countries, must always maintain their autonomy so that 
they may be able at all times to act in accordance with the principles of 
the Movement.

Voluntary service
The Red Cross is a voluntary relief movement not prompted in any manner 
by desire for gain.

Unity
There can be only be One Red Cross or One Red Crescent Society in any 
one country. Such a national society must be open to all, and must carry 
out its humanitarian work throughout its territory.

Universality
The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, in which all 
national societies have equal status and share equal responsibilities and 
duties in helping each other, is world wide.

fundamental principlesINTERVIEWS
INTERVIEWS

11

Proclaimed in Vienna in 1965, the seven Fundamental 
Principles of the International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement binds together the National 
Red Cross and the Red Crescent societies, the 
International Committee of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent societies. They guarantee the continuity 
of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement and its humanitarian work.
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CALENDAR OF WORLD EVENTS

   August
12th  - International Youth Day

   September
8th  - World First Aid Day
16th  - International Day for the
   Preservation of the Ozone Layer
21st  - International Day of Peace

   October
1st  - International Day of Older Persons
1st Monday - World Habitat Day
2nd Wednesday - International day of Natural 
   Disaster Reduction
16th  - World Food Day
17th  - International Day for the 
   Eradication of Poverty

   November
6th  - International Day for Preventing 
   the Exploitation of the 
                                Environment in War and 
   Armed Conflict
20th  - Universal Children’s day

   December
1st  - World AIDS Day
3rd  - International Day of 
   Disabled Persons
5th  - International Volunteer Day
10th  - Human Rights Day
20th  - International Human Solidarity 
   Day    

  Know where we are:
Please visit your nearest Red Cross branch office and become 
part of the effort to assist the most vulnerable in our society.

Namibia Red Cross Society Head Office
2128 Independence Avenue, Katutura
PO BOX 346
Windhoek
Namibia

Tel: +264 61 235 226
Fax: + 264 61 228 949

www.redcross.org.na

Namibia Red Cross 
Regional Branches and Physical Addresses:

1.Caprivi Region
Trans-Caprivi Highway
Katima Mulilo   Tel: 066 – 254315

2.Kavango Region
Elcin Church Str. 
Rundu   Tel:  066 – 256213

3.Kunene Region
Oranda
Opuwo   Tel:  065 – 273135

4.Ohangwena Region
Hifikepunye Pohamba Street
Eenhana  Tel: 065 – 263177

5.Omusati Region
Ombalantu Traditional Authority
Outapi  Tel: 065 – 251539

6.Oshikoto Region
Onandjokwe Rutheran Hospital
Ondangwa   Tel: 065 263286

7.Khomas Region
Erf 2128 Independence Avenue 
Katutura Tel: 061 – 235226

8.Otjozondjupa Region
Ministry of Health & Social Services
Otjiwarongo  Tel: 067 – 300 900

Do you want to be on our mailing lists and receive 
updates on NRCS activities?

Sign up Know!
For more information, 

contact: saara.iipinge@redcross.org.na

OUR VISION
To improve the lives of vulnerable 
people by mobilising the power of 

humanity.

OUR MISSION
Reduced vulnerability and enhanced 

human dignity through local and 
global networks. 

ORGANIZATIONAL VALUES
Committed to meeting the needs of  

vulnerable people
Practical and effective

Dynamic and responsive
Open and welcoming to all, 

valuing diversity
Trustworthy and transparent

Cooperative and professional


