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Despite an earlier start to the rainy season in these areas compared with other parts of the country, 
Hodh El Gharbi, Hodh El Chargui, Guidimakha and eastern Gorgol were all reporting severe rainfall 
deficits as of the end of the second dekad of August. This translated into mediocre vegetative cover, 
crops still in the sprouting stage and numerous rounds of replanting. Plant cover in all other farming 
and livestock-raising areas is uniform and in full development. In areas planted in June, crops are in 
the sprouting to the height growth stage and are protected from straying animals. Water access 
problems, mostly in Aftout, have been eased to a large extent by recent rainfall and the filling of 
seasonal lakes and ponds, but water levels in reservoirs and lowland areas are still low.  Areas along 

the Senegal River traditionally planted with “walo,” or flood-recession crops, are still dry. Seed access problems continue to hamper 
the farming of all types of crops, including irrigated crops. As was the case at the beginning of the season, large numbers of farmers 
are still  purchasing sorghum on local markets to meet their consumption needs, the price of which jumped sharply between July and 
August (250 and 350 UM/kg, depending on the area).  Animal health conditions are good in all parts of the country.  Markets around 
the country have plentiful supplies of imported foodstuffs, but there are practically no coarse grains. On the whole, the food situation, 
sustained by Village-Level Food Security Reserve (SAVS) programs, is normal for this time of year, generally referred to as the lean 
period, with farmers able to cope by adhering to traditional survival strategies (sales of small livestock animals, migration income, 
informal sector employment, etc.) 

CONTENT 
Summary and implications ....1 
Status of crops ......................1 
Conditions in livestock-raising 
areas ..................................... 2 
Current hazards summary..... 2 
Food security conditions........ 2 
Recommendations ................ 2 

 
The slowdown in grain imports from Mali has been offset, in part, by the smooth operation of SAVS programs, but many community 
reserves are depleted and farmers are having problems rebuilding their SAVS.  Prices for all animals are now on the rise, but any 
improvement in purchasing power is still negligible due to the steady rise in prices for imported foodstuffs.  Despite good rainfall in 
the second dekad of this past month, there are still no signs of any large-scale return migration to crop-producing areas and large 
expanses in certain rainfed farming areas of Gorgol and Brakna have not been planted in crops due to a shortage of manpower.   
 
Status of crops 
 
Though the government made fertilizer available in a timely fashion and granted all interested local communities access to farm credit, 
the “winter” growing season for irrigated rice crops, which should have begun in July, did not actually get started until August in most 
rice-growing areas of Trarza, Brakna and Gorgol due to seed access problems and the limited availability of plowing equipment.  
Moreover, though the government decided to subsidize the cost of fertilizer by selling it at 50 UM/kg, farmers are still forced to buy 
diesel oil at the pump, at a cost of over 245 UM per liter. As a result, the area planted in rice in all regions of the country is down from 
last year and is below the five-year average.   
 
Farmers are still planting and transplanting rainfed sorghum and millet crops. The crops farthest along in their growing cycle are in the 
tillering stage (in eastern Brakna and central Gorgol) and the height growth stage in depression areas of Assaba, Hodh El Gharbi and 
Hodh El Chargui. This dislocation in the crop calendar (see the graphic below) could affect future trends in food security levels for the 
country’s farm population.   
 
The locust situation is quiet, but there is heavy pressure from grain-eating birds on millet and rice seedlings.  Without a concerted 
control effort by Senegal, Mali and Mauritania, there are great clouds of birds moving from country to country.   
 
Seasonal calendar 
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Conditions in livestock-raising areas 
 
Conditions in livestock-raising areas have visibly improved over the course of the past ten-day period, but there are still large areas of 
southeastern Hodh Ec Chargui, central and northern Hodh El Gharbi, Guidimakha, northern and eastern Gorgol and central Brakna 
and Trarza in which the condition of vegetation is below-average. Most areas in below-average condition lie in the country’s 
agropastoral zone (see Figure 1). 
 
Figure 1: Condition of Developing Vegetation Based on Analyses of NDVI Imagery For the Second Dekad 
of August 2006 

A) August 10-20, 2006 B) Long Term Average for August 10-
20th 

C) Comparison With August 10-20, 
2005 

 

  
Source of Data: NASA, USGS; Graphic by FEWS NET Mauritania 

 
There are no reports of any epizootic diseases and the recent pattern of rainfall has substantially increased surface water resources in 
the country’s major livestock-raising areas, improving water access.  Return migration by animal herds to grazing areas in the central 
part of the country has picked up, with increasingly large concentrations of animals along roadways as herders endeavor to sell their 
milk at milk collection points.  This is creating overgrazing problems affecting local herders in Brakna and Trarza.   
 
Current hazards summary 

 
• The shrinkage in the size of areas planted in “diéri” (rainfed highland crops) and irrigated crops and lack of flooding in 

“walo” areas (areas along the Senegal River planted in flood-recession crops) will unquestionably prolong the lean period in 
the Senegal River Valley and certain parts of Aftout and the Southeast, where the looming crisis could also affect herders 
raising small livestock animals due to the poor condition of new vegetation on local pasturelands. Cash income from the 
mortgaging of upcoming harvests and from stepped-up casual employment at the beginning of the season has grown scarce, 
with everyone extremely concerned over the progress of the growing season.   

• Faced with poor seed availability, farmers are planting smaller areas in crops and turning to rainfed sorghum crops sold on 
local markets, the price of which is steadily rising. This added pressure on supplies has driven up prices for rainfed sorghum 
and millet crops.   

• Many local communities have depleted their food security reserves (SAVS) and are unable to rebuild them. With the lag in the 
developmental stages of rainfed crops, household food access could quickly deteriorate in many farming areas.   

• Regular food access is still presenting a problem for poor households in fringe areas of rural capitals and large cities, whose 
purchasing power is being eroded by the steady rise in prices for staple foodstuffs and imported coarse grains.   
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Food security conditions 
 
The current food situation is deteriorating in 
most livelihood zones, but is especially 
serious in farming areas of Aftout and the 
Southeast, where village-level food security 
reserves (SAVS) are depleted and 
conditions on local markets are such that 
communities are unable to rebuild their 
reserves.  Imports are available on markets 
around the country, but their prices, which 
had been holding steady since April with the 
start-up of the SAVS programs, have begun 
moving back up in the wake of recent 
shortages. This has triggered a visible 
deterioration in terms of trade, to the 
detriment of consumers, despite rising 
prices for small livestock animals (see 
Figure 2). It is important to remember that 
households depend mostly on sales of small 
livestock animals to make it through the 
lean period.   
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Figure 2: Trends in Terms of Trade on the Boghe Market in the 
Senegal River Valley

July
August

 
With the late start of the growing season (for “diéri” or rainfed highland crops and irrigated crops), the lean period is expected to be 
more protracted than usual.  The household food access of herders and pastoralists, which is already satisfactory, should continue to 
improve, with the steady rise in prices for large animals offsetting hikes in prices for commercially marketed foodstuffs. 
 
Recommendations 
 

1. Help farming communities find quality seeds as soon as possible. 
2. Make seeds available for the planting of vegetable crops and flood-recession sorghum crops before October. 
3. Schedule water releases to flood areas to be planted in “walo” crops (flood recession crops grown along the banks of the 

Senegal River) and to keep the level of the river high enough for rice farmers to safely grow rainy season and hot and cool 
off-season crops. 

4. Arrange for a concerted bird control effort by Mali, Senegal and Mauritania. 
5. Expand nutrition programs for children less than five years of age in Aftout, the Southeast, the central and eastern reaches of 

the Senegal River Valley and the northern part of the country (Aoujeft and Akjoujt). 
6. Pursue ongoing assistance programs while, at the same time, improving targeting efforts and synchronizing field operations 

by all interested stakeholders (CSA, WFP, UNICEF, FAO, Ministry of Rural Development and the Environment and certain 
NGOs active in the field). 

 


